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PEEFACE. 



The tnuul&tor of the fbUowing pages hu attemptecl nothing 
more &aa to render the original German text into English. 
The work, if we ma; jadge from its general aspect and atmo- 
tnre, was not at fiivt intended for pablioation, and when it 
was finally prepared for that object, it underwent but slight 
modification. At all events, what was donbtleas its original 
form — ^that of a series of rapid, but sincere and earnest notes, 
made by a jonng German diplomate in the whirl of fashion, 
and amid the agitations of political and sodal rerolntion at 
Madrid, daring the recent cHanges there — was still preeerred, 
and a multitude of &shionable phrases, chiefly Prench, were 
permitted to stand. These the translator has not deemed it 
well to alter, as they are generally current among intelligent 
readers of all oonntries, and more truly express the ideas of 
the writer than any translation could do. 

With many of the views entertained by tlie author of 
these sketches, most American readers will not agree ; yet 
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his pages will neTertbeleBS prove smnsing and instmotiTe, in- 
asmnoh as they present a Tirid paaorama of the Spuiisli 
capital at a period of the highest political excitement, to- 
gether with the living and breathing portraits of the nota- 
bilities of the Court — foreign as well as domestic — seeming 
to pass before ns lite aotora starring for onr special delight 
The translator, therefore, commits the work to the public, 
in the hope that it will meet with &Tor, alike &om those who 
read for entertwnment, and those who are more exclnwTcl; 
interested in stadying the developmenta of tmth and his- 
tory. 

Nbw York, Deoiiabtr, 1885. 
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THE ATTACH^ IN MADRU). 



TBAS SLATED FBOH THE OBBHAM. 



CHAPTER I. 



loVvaml A. — fine tf ^ ratioHt. 

Kapmp, Be^ptombcr, Vn. 

LoRo Btbon Siwoke one mormng and found himself fiuntnu. 
I have no doabt tho Hensation waa delij^tfnl; bat I TOuld 
not exchange for it the joy whioh I feel this morning, on 
opening mj eyes after a short and hnrried sleep, at finding 
mjself in Madrid. From my earliest years Spun has been 
the land of my day-dreams — romantic, cbiTalrooB Spain I 
Its very contrast to my natire land, with its cold bine lakes 
and frozen monnttuns, made it charming to my imagina- 
tion. Land of cloaked Gaballeros; of SeSoras, with dark 
eyes gleaming &om beneath black mantillas ; of serenades 
and adTentores, of love and song ; land of the Cid Gampea- 
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2 THI AITAOHi IH MAB^ID, 

dorl how often lure I Iain at the bottom of my boat, eorered 
with m; cloak, wrapped in the adyontnTes of Gil Bias, pna- 
zUng over the delightful Don Quixote, or mysti^^g myself 
with the pages of Oalderon ; and bo completely forgetting all 
external objects, that the sonnd of the dinner-bell ringing a 
tremendone peal through the woods sorronnding our ohateaa, 
and intended solely for my ear, had scarcely power to startle 
me from my reveries, tjll the tiion^ta of my Esther's grave 
reprimand, my mother's gentle reproach, and the bantering 
inquiries of my yonng sisters, foroed me to shat the fasci- 
nating Tolomes, spring hurriedly on shore, climb the hilly 
path amidst the pine trees, and arrive heated at the dinner 
tabic, just aa the venerable butler was handing round the 
soup! 

My mother was bom and bred in Italy — my eradle was 
rooked to the sound of Neapolitan ballads — my fother repre- 
sented his Bovoreigu, not many years ago, at the Court of 
Madrid. I spent that time, and, indeed, many years pre* 
vious, at Ascott, but when I returned for the holidays, I had 
no pleasure equal to that of listening to my mother when 
she spoke of Madrid, of Aranjuez, of the EsouriaL Id 
short, Spain was my vocation \ and there is no struggling 
against manifest destiny. So my father, finding that neidier 
Asoott nor foreign travel had oared me, proonred me, 
through hie interest with the prime minister in , an 

attaohe^ip to Madrid — not with the fond notion of my be- 
coming diatjnguished in the diplomatic career, but with a 
view to the &oilitica thus afforded of obtuning the entree 
into good society, under the wing of my respectable minister 
and chief, Count A . 

Behold me, then, taking a harried leave of my fomily, 
and receiving injunctions from each individual to write by 
every eooricr. My &ther desired me to give him an aoa(»int 
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jouKXST nan nines to madxid. 3 

o^thesUtoof jK^hioKl affiun; mymotfier — ■ rtriet and {aooi 
Omtiiolio — of the Etate of nligiim, of tiie dmrtdiM, and 
ehaiitable institatknis; mj auten, of the ooort, the balla, and 
espe<nallj of the dress and manDerB of the Bpaniah Udiee ; 
my jonnger brothers, of the elabe, the ^rt, the horaea, the 
boll'fighta, ix. ; in short, I was to write a kind <rf modem 
histm; of Spain, and if I had obeyed all their behests, hii 
Majesty's service would hare soffered great^ in the ne^ect 
of the diplomatic datiea destined to be performed by hii 
loyal and faithibl attache. However, I promised &ithfidly 
to write frequentiy ; and when my venerable grand-aunt, the 

Baroness L ,Baid, as she leant apon her gold-headed staff, 

" Don't plague liiia with more noDsense — let the boy writo 
when he has time, and whatever he likes — never make a toil 
' of a pleaenre," — I thonght her tlie most sensible woman in 
my fatherland. In short, as my Irish friend in this capital 
remarked, " After all, yon have only come out for a lark," 
by which I sappose he meant to indicate my joyoos and 
soaring aspirations; I certainly have arrived here more intent 
upon amnsement than diplomacy, while hoping to combine 
iJie two. 

To Madrid I came via France. Every one knows the 
journey. Aly chief, who has lived many years in Madrid, 
bat has Utely been m Paris itpoa congi, travelled in all the 
state of his own equipage and servants. I came with the 
English oonrier, not the shadow of an adventure on the way. 
When we crossed into the Spanish frontier, my companion 
probably had doubts of my sanity, from the extravagant 
demonstrations of joy in which I indulged, whilst he philo- 
sophically smoked his cigar. He allowed me ten minutes to 
run into the cathedral at Burgos, where I would gladly have 
Ungered for hoars. When I retnmed, fiill <^ enthusiasm, I 
found him gravely devouring a sandwich, of which he had a 
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4 TBI ATZU^ti at lUBUS. 

goodly pile in his hamper, tnd waahing^it down witii a ^am 
of old port He invited me to join him, uid begged to knoT 
what interest I eonld take in mtohing a groop of Bpanidi 
soldiers, of dirty peasant women, and whining be^an. Not 
' a bit whining, bowerer, were they. They asked tor alms as 
independently as if they conceiTed themaelves to be rather 
eonferring a &tot than otherwise. They evidently aot«d 
npon the principle, that "more blessed is be that ^veth titan 
he that receiveth," and gave bo many blessings in retam 
for a euarto, that, after all, they were ohe&ply pnrohased. 
Amongst the peasant women, there were several worthy of 
figaring on the canvas of SlnriUo; and, in fact, from the 
moment -of entering Spun, I oonld not bnt remark that we 
■earoely passed one object which would iu)t have afforded a 
good Bubjeot for the pencil. 

The Incky derangement of a wheel gave me half an honr 
to enter a fonda, and with my bead full of the venia$ of the 
immortal Cervantes, I was sarprised to find a number of 
diligence travellers seated before an excellent breakfast. 
The bread was especially commendable. The repast was 
plentiiiil ; stewed fowls and roast meat following the sonp 
tmdpuck&ro; vegetables, chocolate, grapes, plnms and pears 
in pnrfusion ; and, moreover, two beautifnl ^rls in waiting. 
I sketched the head of the handsomest, and even my com- 
panion allowed that she was good-looking and quitt dean ; 
but he persisted in abstaining from all food, insisting that 
everything was fiiU of ranoid oil and garlic, even the grapes, 
of which, together with bread, I carried off a large supply. 

It was late when we entered Madrid, a beautiful moon- 
light g^ding the houses and churches with a silvery light, 
and gleaming npon the distant mountains; but no one 
seemed to hare gone to rest. Bright forms were on the 
baleoniee, sounds of musio issued from open oasements, the 
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■treeta were etill crowded. Gmapa of Bwn itood it Ae doon 
9I the caf^ talking, l«ig^iiiig, imoking; and it waa with 
Bome reluctance that I took the adnoe of mj sage oom- 
panitHi, and followed hun to a eata d» hue^tdtt (AjigUoi, 
faoarding-honse) in the Oalle de Pontegaa, where be kindljr 
and with some diffionlty procored for •me a small bedroom, 
looking ont upon the coart>yard, and left me to my refleo- 
tions. Chuleur tie roae they weick Ko young danuel about 
to make her debut, at her first baU, can ever have had 
brighter. I Teq>eot sleep as did Sanoho Pania, when there 
IB nothing wraih keeping one's self awake for. As this was 
decidedly my case, I addressed myself to slumber, dreamt 
that a Hanola, with a knife in her garter, was dancing the 
oaohnoba in the most bewitching manner, and woke to the 
sound of the finest military mudo I have heard since I left. 

Having dressed and Ireak&sted in an almost inrisihle 
little saloon which adjmned my bedroom, I proceeded to 
examine my letters of introduction, and to make my plans 
for the day, with no small impatience to emerge into the air 
and Bnnshiae. Pirst, as in duty bound, I repured to my 
Legation. 
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OHAPTEB II. 



AMped of Madrid — lit Ltsatiim — ifyne^ilion — Armif/anmU — DgAimaiy — 
Jijf droll acpuantance — PaUi of dtan^ipia for hortei — A dnve >nd 
Ctamt A.— The Frenrh Lrs<aion—Tlit Hoikm Legation, ^ 

2 A. M. — ImpOBsible to sleep when all Madrid is still aetir, 
so for an hoiir or so I address myself to mj journal. To 
arrire betimes at tbe Legation, I took a htrlina, a little 
horse carriage, like the remises in Paris. Though early, all 
Madrid seemed to be in moTemeut. It appeared to be a 
jour de /He, bnt I found that this is the general aspect of 
the city. Bells were ringing, military hands were playing, 
blind men were hawking about papers, oontaining wonderful 
news, fair ladies in mantUlas were going to mass, others were 
engaged in the feminine occupation of shopping ; the streets 
through which I passed were thronged with a busy, happy- 
looking crowd. Numerous carriages were already passing 
along the C^Ho Mayor, in some of which were offit^rs in 
oniform, who were driving in the direction of the palace. I 
had bat a momentary view of this maguificeut edifice, perhaps 
the most noble of all royal residences. The Legation stands 
in the Plaza del Orientc, and fronts the eastern side of the 
palace. I found tbe minister installed in very comfortable 
quarters. He was at his toilette when I arrived, and was 
shown into the chanc^lerU; nor was I disposed to find the 
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time long, u I took mj poat of obMmtion ai the wmdow, 
ud looked at the solid, ooloMil vork irf the arahiteet, S^ 
neti, which I b&ve been told was twentj-nioe jean in building. 

My reception by Count was meet kind, and eren 

patenud. He ^ke of my father with all the raspeet irtiioh 
hia oharaoter deaerrod— of my dear mother, with enthonaam. 
He had known her when ahe formed one of the duef omv 
m«it8 of the court at Naples. He spoke of Caroline's has- 
band, my weltbeloTed brother-in-law, as a rising yonng man, 
likely to become distingnished u a statesman. In short, I 
found myself completely at home ; and some alight feelings 
of MmuxA, which, in ^te of my Spanish mania, hare now 
and then come over me since I left, ranished as by magic; 
The canut is slight in person, infirm in health, with one of 
those conntoianceB which the Spaniards call limpAHeo. He 
seems precisely as my father described him — severe in 
requiring the strict obserranoe of their datiss frtHU his sub- 
ordinates, yet of an indulgent disposition, not inclined to 
eavil at the &altB or fbUies of youth, and though fond of 
retirement himself, ready to enooarage them in the enjoy- 
ment of all the pleasures of society natural to their age. As 
the secretary of Legation is absent in Vienna, he told me 
that, for tiie present at least, I could have an apartment in 
the LegalioD, and presented me with a key, by means of 
which I can make my exit and entree independently, at all 
honrs, through a back door leading to the garden. " For 
I know by experience, my dear count," stud he, "that 
aurvnilanet is not particularly agreeable to young men of 
your age. At seven yon will always find a place at my 
table, but no remarks made if yon do not occupy it, except 
on extraordinary occasions, which, let me warn you, &«• 
quently ooonr in Uadrid (thon^ that, I confess, sounds 
something of an Irish boll), yovr bn^eaa honrs we ttam ten 
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to four, generally BpeaUng. Bat ram, h yvar hibe^n 
friend, yon will, I am mn, ezonse me if I give 70a aoma 
ftdrioe apOD one sultjeet. t know by his letter ^t yon have 
obtained your appointment more as an advantage to yoor 
BOoiaL position tlian vitli any riew of becoming a diplomatist. 
Ttiis 18 an error. IMplontaoy i^ a noUe profeeuon, bnt were 
it less BO than I tndy ocatsider it, yon vill lead bnt a nse- 
lesB life, and fritter away the beat period of yonr existence, 
if yon adopt a pnrfeeuon without stririiig to excel in it. 
EndeaTor to nnderstand its datiea. Make yonraelf master 
of the political ocmdilion of this extraordinary oonntry. If, 
instead of a diplomatist, yon had beoome a village school- 
maater, I abonld still say : Pnt your heart in whatever yon 
have nndertaken, for whoever does not gain knowledge 
loses it There ia no standing stilL My library is small, 
bat fall of the best books upon these snbjecta, all of vtiioh 
are at yoor disposal Ton will have mnoh spare time, oar 
relations with Spain being onimportant, otHnparod irith those 
of other nations — of England or France for example; bnt 
at present, in the absence of the secretary, you will have 
snffioient occupation ; and I am mistaken if yon do not 
speedily discover Hne importance of applying yourself 
earnestly to obtain information in all tliat concerns yoor 
present proftssion ; whether yon are destined to become a 
mere man of fbrtnne, living on yonr paternal acres, or to 
eontibne io yonr present career. I do not mean to read yon 
a leotnre, but I earnestly desire to remove from your mind 
the idea of uung your profession merely aa a means oS ob- 
tunii^ an entree into oertun aristocratio circles." 

I thanked the minister warmly, the more so that I felt he 
was i^ht, and that my object had been a very unworthy one. 
He insisted, however, upon jiving me a few days of complete 
holiday, eoamined my letters of introdnotion, advised me to 
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an Iriafa genUeman, of whom he spoke in hl^ tenns, and 
«fao he Msared me knew more of Bladrid than an; toao is 
ton — and deeired me to retam at fbnr o'clock, when he 
waa going ont, and wonld introduce me to aereral ot his 
eoUeagoes. 

When I nw Don Joa6 Salamanca, I wondered at mj 
hardihood in calling him my banker I Some daj I ahall 
pre joa an aoooont of Itds extraordinary man, one of the 
moat etriking ahaxactera in this or in any other eonntrj — 
daring, energetic, gaming all obstacles — a millionnaire at 
WM time, at others, orihli da dette* — ■ man of bnoncn, a 
man of pleaanre, royal in his expenditure — according to hia 
ooemies, nnprincipled — according to all, generotis ; some- 
times living like a prince, at others hidden in a garret and 
escaping for His life — ^fiill of talents, inexhanitible in rs- 
Kmroes— a kind of praetioal Monte Ghristo, only that hia 
resources lie in his own abilities, rather tluut in any hidden 



But at present it is with his penormel alone that I 
hare to do. I found a tall, gentlemanlike man of a oertain 
age — extremely handsome, rather gravely dressed — ^witb a 
nmple, firank expresrion c^ countenance, a quantity of brown 
hair very negligently dressed, and fiiHing a good deal over 
his forehead; good penetrating eyes, and almost a boyish 
amile. How my Irish friend, to whom I hare not yet in- 
(rodneod you, laughed afterwards, when I gave him my firat 
inpreedons of Salamanca I He reoeived me with great 
kindness, and when we had despatched our bnsnesa, entered 
into conTersatios with ma His mumers are extremely 
agreeaibk; and as he also knows my &tlier, and even ro- 
e«red some service &om him during his residence in Paris, 
Ve have many snl^ects io common. He made me many 
!• 
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ofien of Bwrioe, apparently funoere, offered to introdoce m» 

to the Ganoo, to the iertidia of the Seilon B ^1, and 

invitad me to dine witb him on Snnday next, beudea pntting 
Ma honse, in general terms, a mi dUposioioH. His ttudjf 
vaa beantifolly fitted np, ereit Inzmioosly, bat in exoellent 
taste. Fine paJntings on the walls, and choice books on the 
shelves of his library. We smoked a cigar and separated, I 
will not say muttuiSy pleased, but will answer for the good 
impression made upon myself. 

I then carried my letter to Mt. M ', who lives in the 
Plaxuela de la Villa, rendered illuBtrions, as he afterwards 
told me, by the ancient honse of lot Lufansa, where the tower 
is still standing in which Francis L was confined after the 
battle of Faria. I like the grandiose air of the streets in 
the vicinity of the palaee, and even prefer them to the 
more modern and commodious part of Madrid. I was fortu- 
nate in finding Sir. M at boms. He received me at first 

rather coldly, for Uke all Irishmen educated in London, he 
has adopted some of that stifEness and formality which char- 
acterize the Englishman in bia first reception of strangers. 
But he thawed rapidly, and frankly confessed to me, that he 
is so much bored by constant letters of introduction, that in 
self-defence he has adopted a system of reserve until he knows 
something of the individual presented. In age he appears 
aboat forty ; tall, and athletic in fignre, with a true Irish 
fitoe ; fiur hair, bine eyes, and a remarkably good-horaored 
expreauon of ooontenance. Slightly sarcastic, or be would not 
be a free-bom Briton, bat good-natured au fond. He has 
resided in Andalusia for five years, in Madrid for ten, was 
educated at an English TTniveruty, ia fall of EngUsh pre- 
judices, but likes the Spanish character, though he streara 
against their government as a matter of conrae. He aaw 
Caroline when she was presented in London, and declares 
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die WMSO luuidKRiie, he Boppooed h«T to be to EngliA girt, 
end ma eorr; to find die lud an oatkndidi nun& Ha 
pud me the oompliment of saying that I leBanUed bar Tvry 
mnoK 

M lirea like a man m eaey eirenmrtaneM, haa a 

comfortable baohelor'e establishment, modelled u cIomIj as 
pofidble upon an En^ish one; keeps hmaee, ba> an Enj^idi 
groom, uk English bntler, and an old Spanish booaekeeper, 
who reigns paramount in the honsebold. He, however, em- 
ploys a French oook, who boa orders to serre np erery 
thing a VAngtaiis, iriiioh most be exoraoiating to the feel- 
ings of Monuenr Adolpbe. He was less profuse in bis 
offers of service than the banker, bat told me in a few words 
that he would gladly be of use to me, and also finished by 
inviting me to dinner, whiob inritation I declined for tiiat 
day, thinking myself in duty boond to keep oompany with 
my chief 

At four o'clock X retnmed to the Legation, at the door 
of wbioh I fonnd a handsome ambassadorial -looking eqoip- 
age, witii a conple of beantifol bright bays, and well-ap- 
pointed serrantfl, with the —~ oockades. The minister 
was in the act of drawing on his gloves, and I received 
commendation for my punctaality, which praise had all the 
charm of novelty. 

We drove in the first instanoe to the French Embassy, 
an old palace belonging to the Dnkes of Ossona, known as 
the Palace of Beuaveate, where the dacbess of that name, 
grandmother of the present dnke, resided, and where, as 
Connt A — ■ told me, she used to reunite all the distin- 
gnished society of Madrid. " Nothing," he added, "oonld 
be more charming than these terttdias; no one was ever 
more graceful or more witty than the dnobess, no one more 
generous and splendid. She was also very eooentrio and 
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indqwttdent. I remember her readiag * leeeon in ber own 
my to the French ambaasador. At a ball wMob he gare 
her, the champagne came to a oloee before the entertainment 
was over. A few evenings after, hie excellent^ came t« 
visit the dnobess, in great state, with a nomeroos nute. To 
the sarprise of his servants, large paila of ebampagne were 
bronght from the stable, and set before the horses I Bat 
here we are at the Oaesta do la Yega, and on Ute extremity 
of this hill stands the Embassy, almost in the country, ai 
yon will observe." 

We passed throngh several splendidly famidied salons, 
Dommanding from the windows the most beautifbl and ex- 
tensive view of the BnrrooDding conntry that jaa can im- 
agine, bounded by the moontains of Goadarrama and Somo- 
sierra, their snmmits even now crowned with snow. We 
irere shown into the cabinet of the Marqnis Tnrgot, who 
received ns with much politeness, and seemed to me a very 
worthy representative of his Imperial Majesty, and a digni- 
fied doyen of the diplomatic corps. He and the eonnt had a 
long political discasBion, which my ignorance of persons and 
polities here prevented me from taking mndt interest in. 
They spoke of Qeneral Lersnndy, the present president of 
tbe eoimcil, and the probabilities of a change of the nunia- 
try before long. I beard him commended as an honest maa 
and a good general, but doabts expressed of his being able to 
eope with the difficnlties of his present position. I learned 
that Calderon de la Barca had been sent for, to assome the 
post of minister of state, but that, being at the present tjme 
in Washington, where he is miniater, he may not arrive for 
some time. I liked his name, at all events, which recalled 
my northern reveries to my mind, and my favorite passages 
of La Vida e$ auetio. I looked down from the westers 
window, and saw tbe Mansanares creeping along like » 
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litrer snake, its haaka bordered by ifiiMreiitl; all the white 
liiteD in Hadrid, in meh prodigious quantities, that the 
mnntry aroimd seemed like a Tast bleaebing-field. From 
Ae oontemplation of ttus sorereignty of wssherwomen, I was 
called by the marquis, who kindly proposed to present me 
" & see dames," and we f(dlowed him into tiie reception room 
of Madame la Harquise. A fine-looking woman she is, with 
features strongly marked, and fiill of intelligence ; nothing 
eommon or trifling in her i^ipearanoe, bnt snch as the 
daii^t«r of a marshal of Franoe shoold be. A pretty dan^- 
ter was with her, who looked so yomg, I was Burpriaed to 
hear her addressed Madame. She was pleased to oamplimait 
me on my Parisian accent, and gare me a gracions invitation 
to her soir£ee, of which I shall not bo slow to profit 

Italiiw Legation comes next. Hotel of the Marqnie de 
Biario SfoTza — high-sonnding Milanese name. A pleasant, 
gentlemanly old man, three ladylike-looking daughters, per- 
fectly English-looking; work, books, and mnsio scattered 
abont the room — a good many morning nmtars, whose names I 
did not hear — amongst others, some young men of the French 
Legation, who h»Te promised to show me the lions. We left 
eards at the English Legation, which is close to the palace of 
the qneen mother. His lordship is absent, but we afterwards 
met Hr. 0., the present charge d'affiures, a tall, &ir, 
calm, good-looking type of the Anglo-Saxon race. We called 
at the Austrian Legation, who oooupy part of an ancient 
bnilding called " t3ie House of the Seven Chimneys," at the 
comer of the Calle de las Tnfiuitas, now belonging to the 
Harqnis of Somemebs, with a fine old garden, filled with 
&vit and flowers. Ooont E was from home, bat we were 
reoeived by the conntess in her boudoir; pretty andpt^tMrnf*, 
and Tery spiritoelle, belonging to a noble French &mily, and 
speaking half a doien languages in perfection. The Russian 
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minister, who livoi in tlie Calle de AloalA, wm from l 
BO were eerenl others. I wu glad to meet jrour old fnend 
tiie Danish mimster, Hr. D'Alborgo del Primo, looking m 
yonng as I reooUect him when I flral returned from college 
for the holidays. He is now Baron del A«lo, a title whioh 
he has well earned by the generous protection whioh he has 
afforded in his house to a rast number of political refbgeeo. 
Amongst others, Salamanca was hidden there for weeks ; and 

Count A asBureo me that there is scarcely a public man 

who has not, at some period or another of his political oareer, 
had to escape for his life, and keep in hiding until the storm 
has passed by. 

At length all the diplontatic visits were performed, and 
it was nearly dark when we went to driTe in the Prado. 
But enough for to-night, I should say for this morning. To 
my northern family, soft slumbers and bright dreams. 
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A ride—Gati tf AhM—Bm^efAt cSmMt Dnm rfAt ^miA la 
OfAiffai i amm T^DndieMte/Aba—OMUtlithimor^litC^ 
7*e aabm—ne cmed—Tiie mim<. 



Wg drove in the Fndo, u I told 70a yesterdAy ; bat to-d»7, 
iwTing procnred a good hoTse, I rode out witb Ur. M ' , 
the Best of oicerones. The heat being intense, few were in the 
Prado when we rode out at fire o'clock. My horse, a bUok, 
hra^tMled Aadalnsian, gentle and spirited, I {ffeferred «t«d to 
the handsome and powerful English bay of my friend. We 
rode down the beantifnl GaSe d» Aleaid, a street of palaees, 
leading oa xme nde to the Prado, on the oth^ to the Fnente 
Gastellana — the two great promenades of Madrid — and tennir 
sating in the graceful and lieaotiful gate of Alcali, beyond 
which is the hi^ road leading to Aragon and Catalonia. 
This gate, a magnificent trinmphal arob, was boilt in the reign 
of Charles IIL, to commemorate his arrival in the " htroiea 
tfifla." The architect was Don Francisco Sahatini. It has 
fire nttries ; the three middle ones arches, those at the ex- 
tremities of a rectangnlar form. It is adorned with beantifnl 
Ionic pillare, the models of the capitals taken firom those by 
Michel Angelo, in the Soman oapitol. Above the cor- 
nice is a frOTtaapieoe with the royal arms. The g^te itsetf 
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is aeventj feet fai^, boilt of the finest grudte, and on either 
side ia the inscription Be^ Oarolo IIL, Anno 1778. 

But my Andaloaiui is corretting, with every intention of 
ihowing off himself and his rider to the beet advantage in the 
Prado ; the graver English steed sbowa signs of impatience, 
and leaving the regal gate, we ride down to the magnifioent 
firantain of Cjhele, where &e goddess, seated is her lofty 
chariot drawn by lions, is Borronnded by aguadores, filling 
their barrels from the limpid basin, into which the sparkling 
waters are graoefully faUiog. Here making onr way between 
hundreds of gay carriages, now pooring down the Calle de Al- 
oala, and filled with HiganUt, we direct onr oonrse to th« 
Gaetilian foontun, on the right. 

The sky was of a bright turquoise blue, perfeotly cloud- 
Ubs. The day, which had been sultry, was now freshened 
by a gentle breese. This beantiful ptueo, called " Loi deti- 
oiaa de Yiabti Segtmda" had been &eahly watered. Nuiid>ers 
of pretty girls, in their graceful amasones, galloped by on 
horseback, with their attendant cahallerot. Few actual 
mantiUas were to be seen. They are too warm for this 
seascm, and are beudes confined to morning costume. Th^ 
place was supplied eidier by light Fariaan bonnets, or by a 
■till prettier headless; a veil of black laoe or tulle thrown 
over the head, &stened by gold pins, and generally thrown 
v«ry Ikr ba<^; Ae magnificent hair beautifully dressed. 
Oertainly this appeared to me the prettiest head-dress in the 
world, showing to the greatest advantage the splendid eyei^ 
fine hair, and expressive features of Uie wearers. I was 
astonished at the ridmeaa of the toilettes, and M 
uenred me that luxury in dress is now carried here to an 
extraordinary height; and to show you that I am not so 
blinded by admiration of what is SpaiUsh ae not to see &nlta, 
at least when they are pointed out to me, I will aUow that 
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Trmrh irnmnn hmt ■ Ttntirrr ifln nf thrt fltn iw nf thfi g i, imj 
thftt there ia ui sbeenoe ctf piiDplirity in the dren (rf tlU 
Spanieli women, whidi ii out irf taite. I allode cU^ to 
those who mre m foot. The rich nlia aad broeades irinA 
trul slmig the Prkdo, hiding pertiilMikwigly the exquat^ 
■mall feet of the weureta, would, in Paris, be oonlned to the 
Sigantta who pnnnen»de the Bois de Boul<^;De or th* 
Champa Elystos in ouriagM. Hera dte wife and daaghtcr 
of the poorest ahopke^er disdain ohints md oalieo ; sothiDg 
diort of flilk or relvet is oonaidered deoorons, exo^t withia 
doors. Bnt hartug made this ooaileaskHi, I must add, that 
the genwal efieot is oharming, and as for bean^ both of &oe 
and fignre, etipeoially the latter, sorely no ci^ in the world 
oan show snob an amount of it 

Ab for the dren of the men, upon whidt I ean i^ieak with 
greater confidence, they are, in my opinion, the beet dressed 
men in Enrope--flqaaUy ramored from a oertain pstit mow* 
trntm obe^rable among Freuehmen, and the asBomed ne^- 
graoe of Rnglighmcn. As we rode dowly along from the 
Pnerta de Beooletas to the Fnente Castellana, my ooiqwnion 
told me that this beautifnl Paeeo has only reoently be«t 
eomphted— Ttbat it was b^on in &e last years of the reign 
of Fordinand TIL, slowly eontiniied by Tarioss eorrtgidoru 
(mayors), nntil it was inaognrated by the Marqnis de Ponte* 
JOB, nnder the title of " Delioiaa de Ysabel Segnnda;" that 
Aa beantifiil fonntain of the " Swan," taken from the dmtter 
of the OoDTent of 8an Felipe el Real, was placed there l^ 
CoL Don Lois Campos; that when the Muqnis of Santa 
Cma became oorrtgidor of Uadrid, the oenlmd passage for 
earriagee was opened, the walks traoed ont, and the obelisk 
whieh terminates it, ooostraoted — the trees were planted, 
imtil gradnally the gardois and labyrinths which embellidi 
it trsnaCormed the most arid and disagieeable pwt of th« 
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flOTUom of HKbid into one of Uu moat (dunning pronw 
nndes in Enrt^. 

I fltoppod M ■ to oak him the name of a pretty 

wonun, to whom he took off hu hai. She wm Ijiag bade 
in a amall op«u oamig« with besntiM horaea, the Bnullest of 
Engliah jock^B, and ■errants in the French impwial Iitctj. 
She wu dreaaed in the most perfeot of French toilettes, and 
tlie whole tom-ont waa irreproadiable. Half a doaen young 
men were galloping by the portiere of her carriage. " Thai," 
Hud M- , " ia the Daoheaa of Alva, aiater of the Blmpreaa 
of prance, the greatest Uiganie in Madrid. The Palaoe 
of Siria, belonging to the ducal family of Alva, is one of 
the finest in the oi^. It waa built nearly a century ago, by 
James Stewart Fitqames, third Duke of Berwick and Siria, 
nnder tiie direction of Bodrignei, a celebrated architect. 
The interior is niagnifioent, and it has been lately ro-for- 
niahed with, I am told, extraordinary aplendor." " Do yoa 
not Tint the dudieas ? " "I leave my card at the palace 
oooauonally, but she reoeivea no on& It is three years since 
I have been admitted. Bnt it is almost a royal residence. 
I particularly admire the chapel, beautifully paved with 
marble, and the walla punted with frescoes by Galiano, 
Thure ia also an immense terraced garden, filled with flowers, 
and foontaina, and marble stataea, disposed with a great deal 
of taste, and a fine gallery of puntings coUected in Italy by 
the &ther of the present duke." " But why does not the 
Duchess reodve ? From pride ? " " Not at all She is as 
anqde in hw manners, and as free from pride and affectation 
as a obild. I must do the Spanish aristocracy the jnstiea to 
say, that whatever Ibeir pride of fiuuily may be, it is never 
ofiieosively shown. Ton will find that the grandees here 
receive very little, and I will leave it to your own philoso^y 
to dlaoonr tbe tvuffiu, -whm yon become acquainted witii 
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Madrid neio^." " How mzpmb the Hedii»Oati iaeka to- 
day I " aud a young Germaii who liad jcnned lu. *' What a 
fine ape<amen of an Andafavian 1 Wbat jet-blaok ojm and 
hair, irliat white and glittering teetJi, what deep-red roaea on 
hex dieeke and lips I What a figure, aa abe leaas back in ber 
carnage, with rather a disdainful expreerion, and a earl npon 
her coral lip 1 What a brigand's bride she woold make, draw- 
ing the-trigger of a pistol, or sword in hand like the maid of 

Zar^OBsal" "How aniamngly ebqiuntl" aaid M , 

" why do yon not join her f " "I prefer adoring the yomg 
dnchess at a dtstanee. For hnmUe mortali like me, the 
OonntesB de Y a ia more approachable. See her walk- 
ing there, ao daintily — ao oharmin^y dressed fraea head to 
foot, with snch soft eyee, and what a smile 1 " added he, •• 
the little oondesa tnmed her eyes in onr direction, and 
acksowledged the obeisance of her dented admirer. 

We stopped to look at the obelisk, erected in oommemo- 
ration of &e birth of the present queen, and the fmmtain of 
tlie Sphinxea, from whose bronie montha streams of dear 
water were gnshing. Many carriagea were standing in the 
fiircalar space winding ronnd the obeliak and foontain, whilst 
their owners were sanntering in the alle^ of the parterre; 
bat as the generality were now moving towards the Prado, 
we retraced our steps, and fallowed the moltitnde. Here 
sleo the HadrileDoe owe a debt of gratdtode to Oharlea 
in., by whom the vast tract of nnonltirated ground, now 
forming the Prado, was levelled, planted with trees, and 
adorned with fountains. The Prado begins at Uie oonreot 
of Atocha, and passing in ^nt of the gate of that name, 
continues in the direction of the Oalle de AloaU, which it 
oroasea, and extends as far as the gate of Beooletaa. .One 
wide pateo is destined for carriages ; one on either nde 
planted with £ne trees, (or fpot pasaraigers. From the street 
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a>ned the Oamn de Sui O^rommo to that of AlotU, thft 
spue grows wider, and the Paseo is knovn hy the name of 
the Salon. The whole promenade, with the beautifdl gai- 
dena and fine hoildinga, that meet the eye iu erery dire<!tiiMi 
— the noble atreets that emerge from it, the beaatifdl tovDf 
tains that adorn it, is oertunly one of the finest of whidi any 
ei^ean boast 

At the entrance of the Salon, fronting the Carrers^ San 
Gdronimo, is the foontaia of Nepfame ; in the midst of the 
boon, the god stands npon his chariot, in the form of a 
shell, drawn bj aea-bOTBee; dolphins and Mtons apartiag 

aroondbim; a fine work, by Don Fasonal de Mena, as M 

informed me. Further on is the noble fonntain of Apollo, 
crowned with a statue of that god, and adorned with fonr other 
Btatnes, representing the Seasons, fronting the four cardinal 
points, the water, by an ingenions oontrivanoe, flowing from 
one bamn to the Other, in meaaored cadenoe, in boaor of the 
moaioal dinnity. One eirewnstanoe must be remarked npon 
and oonunended, namely, the perfect order which reigns in 
these paaeos, in the midst of apparent eonfomon; dne to the 
strict watchfiiluess of the mounted guard, who ride np and 
down, and prerent the slightest attempt on the put of the 
ooaohmen to break the line. 

An immense doable file of carriages extended nearly to 
the ehnrch of Atodiia; bat the Salon itself, tbe great resort 
of those who come in search of amusement, was crowded like 
any London root, and offered, certainly, one of the most 
onrions and brilliant speotaolea I ever beheld. Between the 
rows of carriages were hnndreds of yonng men on horseback, 
many riding close to the carriages, which, owing to the crowd, 
wmt at a fbo^Jl The middle of the Salon was thronged 
with an immense crowd of people, of ereiy age, sex, and 
nnk. MoltitadeB of beantifol ^Is, with the grao^id 1m» 
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Teil, were miking dowiy vp iod down, graoeftilly noog- 
nuing their ftot^naintanoes inth » little movemoit of llie fai*, 
as necesBw; an a.-ppeaAage to Uie droM of a &ir Gaatiliui as 
her gown or Bho«a. Comjnoiea of yoong moi were enjoying 
the agreeable apeotaole of so nmoh bean^; and if I do not 
mention the mothera and chafterona, do not imagine them 
absent ; for no Bpaniah girl erer leaves har hoiue altme, or 
walks for a moment nosttended. Bnt besides the better 
dasses, the whole people of Madrid seemed to be enjoying 
themselTea, and the jai^et and ealahn hat were as common 
as the weQ-cut coat and pale kid gtores. Numbers of beau* 
tifdl diildren added to the gayety of the scene, and the pa* 
siega nnrses, with their babies in long flowing mantles of 
spotless white, were not die least striking part of the pio- 
tnre. These pasiegaa are generally fine speoimois of peasant 
beanty ; with bright colored petticoats, trimmed with black 
Tolvet, and bands of gold or silver ; colored liandkerohie6, 
and plailB of wonderM hair oonuDg nearly to their feet 
The stone benches which are placed all along the Frado, for 
the aoeommodation of the tired or buy, were all taken, as 
well as long rows of diairs, whose ocenpante sat talking 
and fanning themselres, enjoying all the pleasores of sode^ 
without the stifling atmosphere of a salon within doors. 

The BettJng son threw a rich ^ow upon all these Taried 
gronpe. The sky was, as it nsoally is in this elima^ one 
vast field of clondless blue. The ham of human Toioes, the 
gayety, the laughter, the shrill cries of the Tenders of water 
or bonqnets, the sweet perfdme of flowers &<mi the neighbor- 
ing gardens — this mingling of people of all ranks — the 
beantifnl women with their becoming toilettes — the bright 
coloring of the variona dresses — the picturesque ooatwues of 
the oranmon people— the handsome uniforms, gay equipages 
and fine horses ; aH combine to render this a sowie entirely 
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aBparaUeled in any other ooontry. Hyde Pul ui a atately 
pfomeiude for the hi^ier orders. The Chuape Elys^ee a a 
(^HDUDg lonnge, where one's eyes are £ksouiated by the 
n^t of Uie elegant aristoor&ts, the perfection of whose 
toilette all tiie world allowB. The Prater of Vienna pre- 
Benta more points in common, bat the contrast between the 
German and Spanish people is too complete to permit any 
oomparisou. 

The aan bad jnst dipped below the horiion, when we 
heard at a distance the music of the royal march. The car- 
riages all drew np ; the royal goards in their brilliant uni- 
form, escorting three carriages and six, came sweeping round 
the street of Aloal&, and entered the Salon. Hats were lifted. 
Ladies in their open oarriagea stood np, as the yonng soto- 
r«gn passed by. She leaned back in an open carriage, 
smiling and bowing to every one. I saw bet but imperftetly, 
bnt she seemed a fine-looking woman, with a good expreasi^m 
of countenance The king sat beside her, with his hat off. 
His &ce seemed handsome. They say he is too short, a 
&nlt which be shares in common with many of his snbjcota, 
the Madrilefios especially being generally rather belo.w the 
middle height, though there are many exceptions. The little 
Frinoeas of the Astorias, her Majesty's only liring child, sat 
on the knee of her goremess, the Harqnesa de Porar, and 
had Call^ t^eb asleep; and I am now going to fallow tbe ex- 
ample of her royal highnees. 
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FarinM oecvpatic m — Tit mttHiij ef tie arUoentg mi Ae ptepit — DncHp- 

limi^ltePbaa Tie ImO-JIgil—A lOmw at mg iimtm'i—A rnhmwid 

tritit pniiMi—Tht Swmmim lit ^iw A» imi/k a* £^mmk 

Too amet know tlut, tA present, Madrid is, in bahionabla 
pMianee, sappoeed to be emptt/- Of these beantifol young 
dn<dtesaeB and countesses, some were taking a drire, as a 
parentkeiis, either on their way to Franoe, or to Caraman- 
diel, or other enrinms of the capital. Many are living ont ' 
of town, and come in occasionally. In October, it is sup- 
posed that the good society beginB to pour in once more. Ho 

time better then, as H remarks, for sedng Madrid. Since 

I wrote I hare been at a ball-fight. I hare been at the Oa- 
ono, I have been at Caramanchel, I have vieited the prism 
of the S&ladero. I have stndied diplomacy for two hours 
duly before breakfast. I have been employed in a vast deal 
of base copying. I have made a nnmber of new acqnaintanoes- 
I have heard nearly every Spaniard I have met abuse his 
own country, and have marvelled thereat. I have heard poli- 
tioe discossed till, in self-defence, I have become interested 
in the state of pnhlic afiurs, which appear to me to have 
arrived at a complicated and inoompreheneible condition. 
In a few days I am to have the honor of being presented to 
ber Mqeety. 



D,™),prib,Google 



S4 TBB ATTAOHB IN tUDRIIk 

Aa a tpectaele, tiiera is, pedu4>B, Dotiung is the world 
equal to a bnll-fight. I am not speaking of it in a moral 
point of Tieir, or as to its influence on the people. No 
amneement is so ancient in Spun — none so rooted in the 
heaita of the Spaniards. No government ooold put down 
liie " oorridu de toros ; " and witliin the last twenty years, 
the daring deeds of tlie ftmons Montes, the Cdchares and 
others, hare nused the pnblio entitusiasm for this dirersion 
to a higher pitch than erer. They hare bem the Keans and 
Kemblea of the "plaza." In former times, tliese entertain- 
ments were celebrated only onoe or twice a year in the Flaza 
Mayor, and on great oceaaiona ; now at least tweWe take place 
annually, chiefly from March to October, and generally on 
Monday afternoons. For some days prerions to ihefunoion, 
crowds may be seen perusing the handbills where the eiaUx- 
tainment is annonnoed, with a programme of the sport to be 
expeoted->-die names of the owners of the bulls, of the piea- 
dores and swordsmen who are to officiate on the occasion. 
On this one subject there is nnireraal aympaAy and union of 
feeling, and it is said diat no dispute ever took plaee at a 
bnll-flght 

Being inrited by Salamanca to accompany him, we drove 
Aron^ the Pnerta del Sol, along the Galle de Aloal4, which 
leada to die jslnza, as fost as the crowds ponring firom ererj 
quarter of tbe city on foot, on honsebacdE, in vehicles of every 
description, arietooratio and plebeian — ^berlinas, omnibnses, 
landans, &o. — would permit us to go. Impossible to see a . 
more complete blending of interests than exists on these oo- 
canons between the people and the wistooraoy. The mocA 
elegant equipage followed the humblest oonveyanoe : from 
Uie manoknp to the duchMS, there seemed but one feeling 
of enjoyment and delighted expectation. The queen was 
not to be present, owing to her situation, but the Tnfiute 
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drore down &om hii pkUoe of San Jnan in a state ooMh, 
drawn by six ntnlGs, and witk a welI'q)iioinled eaoort. 

The grandeur of the eoeae within took me by nrpriBe. 
The inunenae oircnlar plaas, notable of oontaining upwards 
of twelve thoneand persons, was entirely filled ; the ooTBred 
boxes by all the beauty and fiuihioD of Madrid, amongEt 
whom the ladiee of the foreign ministers were cou^ieoooi; 
and as every box is ^propri&ted, foreigners who wish to 
attend these fundones most depend upon Uie abonn6s. But 
the moBt suiting part of the scene is the aea of heads on th« 
QncoTored benches, rising in gradation to the boxes, of mm 
with jackets and Spanish hats, and women with iii»ntil|^ 
wd &nB and bright-colored dresses. The ManoUs, with 
Uieir flashing eyes \ the snart young men with their gay em- 
looidered jackets and bright-colored aaahes ; the people, in 
short, in their holiday attire, with their handsome, good- 
humored &ces ; one immense dense mass, sit there prepared 
to admire, to criticise, to applaud, to condemn, and to enjoy 
themselves with the most perfect and sover^gn indepen- 
dence. _, 

Upon a signal from the corregidor, the algnasils rode 
into the arena — a strange-looking reminiBcence of former 
times — dressed in black, with abort cloaks, Spanish hats with 
nodding pltimes, black silk stookings with knee breeches, 
Bomeirhat hnrlesque in their ^pearance, and looking like 
caricatures of Philip 0. They were moonted npon no- 
ble horses, which pranced and reared to the amusement 
or admiration of the crowd. The gates were thrown open, 
and the picadores entered on horseback, the matadoree and 
other bnll-fighters on foot. Their dresses were tmly mag- 
nificent ; some of green and gold, others of blue and silver, 
orange and pnrple, or bUck and white, with a light scarlet or 
blue or yellow cloak thrown oTer the arm. After saluting 
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the Tnfitnte and the Corre^dor, thejr rode or iralked ronnd 
and round the arena, amidst a low, universal ham of Toioea 
from the impatient crowd. Again the gate was thrown 
open, and a fiiriona bull rushed blindly forward, then stood 
still to reconnoitre his position. He was a noble-looking 
brute, aa he stood pawing the ground, tearing up the earth, 
and lashing himself into ftaj. Snddenly be rushed at one 
of the pioadores, lifted both man and horse from tbejearth on 
his horns, and daabed them on the grotmd. Then the chidoa 
came to the assistauoe of the prostrate pioador, embarrassed 
under the weight of bis bleeding horse, but which he soon 
remounted ; shaking their scarlet cloaks in the face of the 
bull, and leaping over the barrier with extraordinary agilitj, 
when within an inch of his boms. In a few minates seren 
horses were stretched panting aud djdng on the arena. This 
is the barbarous part of the spectacle, aa the horses are pas- 
sive vietima. The wonderful skill and agility of the mem, 
and the constant risks they run, keep the interest of the spec- 
tators constantly excited. Aa a mere chane, it is almost 
equal to our boar-hunts. 

This first bull certainly died game, and when the matador 
gave the final blow, which he did with wonderful skill and 
coolness, driving the sword up to the hilt in the body of his 
adversary, the applause was divided between the victor and 
the vanquished. Heavens, what shouts I what beating of 
benches I what throwing of bnndreds of bats at the feet of 
the conqueror I How each got back bis own, was a matter 
of wonder to me, as the matador, with a nod of thanks, picked 
them np and threw them back. Then the dead horses and 
the dead boll were dragged out swiftly bymnles. Sand was 
sprinkled on the bloody traoea, the magnificent band struck 
np an air from Ernani, and in a few moments another lordly 
bull made his appearance upon Hie scene of action. 
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All w«re Bot eqiully hnre. Pnqaeotiy tbe ball wM 
hissed by the pnblio, and banderilku, Aarp amnra omtkin- 
ing fireworks, loudly ihonted for, and applied to him to in- 
crease his tary ; upon whidi the poor brate, nuddeoed b; the 
noise of the cnokcrs, and hy the ptun of the fire, bliudlj kl- 
tackedhisadTersariesuherouedinsaTagedflqMratioD. When 
the boll appeared to be an iiredeemable poltroon, and no 
means woold arail to induce htm to oome forward in &ir 
fight, he waH finished b; the media luna, a diaip iutnuDenl 
of a orescent fcHm, batened to the vad of a long pole, with 
which he was hamstmng, and on falling received die &m1 
blow. This is a vnlgar finale, and like seeing an ox slan^ 
tered by a butcher. Seven bnlla and twelye hones were 
killed. Whoa calmly written down, it sonnda frightfully cmel. 
I am far from denying that it is so ; and I am snre that my 
mo^ei, who never was {ffeeeut at a boll-fight, and myuslera, 
who have never been in Spain, would shudder at the idea of at- 
tending so barbarous a sport ; yet, onless they are di&iBrent in 
their feelings from every foreign lady with whom I am ao- 
qnainted here, they would do so if in Madrid. I looked 
round now and then, and observed that the most eager and 
most interested of the spectators in the boxes, were the ladies 
of the foreign ministers— of course all belonging to difi'erent 
ooantries. That Spanish women, bom and bred to the 
amusement, should attend bull-fights from habit, I can earily 
understand ; but I was surprised, without pretending to blame 
them, at observing this aficion in German, French — no mat- 
ter to what country these ladies belonged. As they are per- 
fectly {emioine, and I have no doubt would not willingly hurt 
a fly, I leave it to wiser heads than mine to explain this phe- 
nomencm, and only mention it aa a proof of the injustioe of 
^ose irbo taSl agunst the Spaniards on account of the bar- 
barity of their &vorite diveraiou. 
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I retOTDed to fine with BaUnumoa— « badielor's puiy, 
thongh he ia muried ; but faia wife, vlio is eud to be ahnoat 
ft saint from her goodness and oharitjr, and still rery band- 
some, was, I believe, absent. A gay party we had, and a 
banquet that Lnonllns would not have sneered at. I confess 
tiiat it required a glass or two of sparkling hock to pnrify my 
imagination &om the rememlvanee of bnlls' boms and blood 
^-of prostrate picadorea and gored hiHWB; bnt the oourersa- 
tion, even more f^ivkling, was a still more efficacious anti- 
dote, and soon banished from my mind these sanguinary ideas, 
which proved me to be but a tyro in tauromaehia. 

There was a young Andalnsian, handsome and witty, 
whose every word was a hon mot. He had none of the 
strained wittieism of a professed sayer of good things, bnt a 
natural fond of cleverness and good humor, whidi seemed to 
make it impossible for him to say a stupid thing. There was 
a grave professor, evidently a man of the world, dealing in 
powerfdl and polished sarcasm. There was an editor, one 
of the opposition, who scarcely spoke until his inner man was 
satisfied, when he launched forth in tremendous diatribes 
against the government. There was a young grandee, good- 
natured and gentlemanlike, guiltless of having invented 
gunpowder. We were in all twelve persons, and did justice, 
like any honorable jury, to the case under consideration. 
There was no dissentient voice as to the excellence of the 
table, on whi<di was collected every imaginable Inxnry, in or 
out of season, worthy of the superb gold plate on whidi they 
were served. But when the wine had circulated briskly, and 
the table was piled with a dessert of purple grapes, plums, 
green figs, melons, every qwdes of fine fruit, and every pos- 
sible kind of ditlcB, only to be imagined in Spain ; and when the 
servants had withdrawn, then every one spoke at once ; every 
voice was raised in argument, and no one oould have believed 
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that saoh Tshement disciuiioos were eanied on in realhrf 
iritb perfect good humor. Ezoellent oigus were haadsd 
round by our host, and we ware eoon enreloped in a minted 
doad of smoke and metaphjoca. 

Place awx dames I They were first nyao. tlie tapia. 
Wliat anecdotes I What goedpl What scandal] What 
Btoiiea of hnsbiuulB hoodwinked, of hair-breadth adrentores, 
of lorers' esct^s I and as the heroes of half of these adTeD> 
tores were political and pnhlie men, the traumtion was easj 
to the politics of the day. After coffee, we adjourned to tlte 
Camno, the fedonable clnb of Madrid, where I was preoenled 
to several characters of note, and invariably reoeired with 
Uiat cordiality which all stcangers find bo great a charm in 
SpaniA manner. In the Tariona gronpe of men who were 
collected together, and talking eagerly, the same stfle of con- 
versation was carried on as at dinner; gossip and polities. 
All seemed to be discont^kted more or less with the jwesent 
state of things. A miniBterial crisis was predicted. The 
oondnot of the present cabinet was &eely discnssed. Hen 
in power were as openly aoooeed of robbery and cormption, 
as women of want of virtne. Spain painted by the Spaniards 
would present bnt a sorry spectacle. I allude chiefly to those 
young political aspirants, whether employes or eevxniet, 
as men out of office are called, who wish for any diange, in 
hopes of eithet bettering their sitnation, or of obtaining office. 
This habit of wholesale abuse seems to have become a kind 
of epidemic, and entirely contrasts with that noble, chival- 
rona character which seems to belong by right to the tme 
Spaniard. 

I ventured to express my opinion to a clever yonng sen- 
ator, the Marquis of , the moderation and good sense 

of whose remarks had frequently stmok me. " You are, un- 
fortnnately, quite right," said he. " These are tlie xesnltB, 
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first, of long ciTJl war, aud then of oonetaiit minifiterul 
changes, which lead every young man to hope that his torn 
for taking a part in the government may come next. This 
plaee-hnntmg mania is the niin of our coontry. Peraonal in- 
terest has taken the place of patriotism. AocnsatJons against 
men in power are made withont a shadow of foundation ; and 
the multitude are always ready to give credit to those high- 
Boanding declamations which they believe to be prompted by 
a genuine love of liberty, and a desire to promote the inter- 
ests of the people. Thank heaven, there are many noble 
exceptions ; but in all countries, men of sense and moderation 
make themselves less heard than the noisy malcontents and 
decMmers." " One thing more still surprises me," said I. 
" The queen, so young and inofiensive, for whom so many 
swords were drawn in her ohildhood, who, I am told, b gene- 
rous and charitable even to a laolt, and royal in her munificence, 
— how has she become a mark of calumny, so that even the 
false accusations against her which stain the columns of the 
Times, hardly excite indignation ? " " Tou are judging," said 
the marqnis, " from the surface of things. All the wise and 
good men of this coontry are indignant at these base attacks 
against our sovereign. These people still adore their gene- 
rous queen. But there is a party in Spain who endeavor sys- 
tematically to undermine all monarchical institutions. Find- 
ing that a vain attempt (for Spain is essentially monarohical) ; 
nnable to destroy the principle, they have turned their at- 
tacks against the person of the monarch, and if they cannot 
destroy monarchy, they would at least degrade the sovereign. 
These infomous stories are oarefally prepared, insidiously 
propagated, and a superstructure of guilt raised upon any 
slight Imprudence natural to a yoong princess, who a queen 
at thirteen, after an edncation interrupted by civil wars, was 
not endowed with a sapematnrsl insight into character. 
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** Of the trnth or &ladiood of these ucontions we oan 
judge SB well as the public. We eaa see that, in her pablio 
otmdact, her Hajeaty ia a model of deoomm. They can see 
no farther. If Uiese atories are propagated by her eerranta, 
what reliance can be plaoed on tJiem f The oorrespondent 
of the " Times " w«s never admitted within the palace walls ; 
therefore in all that be relates he oan only draw upon his own 
cormpt imaginatioa But if these stortee are repeated by 
any yonng man who pretends to he the qneen's favorite, can 
he be worthy of credit 7 and ia the qneen to be denied that 
justice which we extend to the lowest of her sex ? " 

" Tet I well remember," said I, " after her Miyesty's 
attempted aasaaaination by the moniter Merino, reading an 
account of the anivereal enthosiaHm with which she was 
greeted at her first appearance in public." " Yes, there the 
heart of the people apoke. Every sentiment of chivalry and 
loyalty was aroused within the breasta of the whole nation. 
The moment tiutt was obosen for this horrible attempt — the 
sublime courage and chari^ shown by the queeo — every thing 
concurred to awaken that loyalty, which then indeed had 
hardly slnmbered. 

" I remember that day well The qneen was leaving 
the royal chapel, at the head of the grand sturcase, her 
&ee beaming with happiness, hardly Uftuig her eyes from the 
fooe of the infant, whom she had just consigned to the arms 
of its governess. Her dress waa truly gorgeous ; but it was 
easy to see that, under her royal robes, her heart was beating 
with maternal feeling, and with no sentiment of gratified 
vanity. Fet at the moment when the miserable suppliant 
approached, and kneeling down, tendered her a petition, she 
stretched out her hand to receive it. 

" It was like a flash of lightning. The whole passed in a 
She was seen to put her hand to her heart, stagger 
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to the wall, and all wba were near her, could see the blood 
flowing from the wound. The first words ahe spoke were, 
' My child t my Isabel 1 ' The confnuon that eoaued was 
indeseribable. Swords were drawn. The murderer was 
seiied in a moment, and with difficulty naved from being in- 
stantly torn in pieces. The muIUtude swayed to and fro, 
like a living sea. I saw a tall halberdier lift up the child 
above the mass of heads, that the queen might see it was 
nuinjored, and then she was led away &inting, amidst cries 
and teaiB, mingled with groans and execrations iq>on tke 
cowardly assaaain. It is well known Uiat when she recovered 
from her swoon, she exclaimed anxiously, ' Let him not be 
hurt on my account ; ' and it was with the greatest diffionltj 
ib&t she could be persuaded to consent to his execntion. 

" That day was held like a jubilee, and it was soon dis- 
covered that the regicide had no accomplices, hut was pos- 
sesBed of a solitary mania. I saw him led to execution, 
commenting upon various indifierent matters as he went 
along ; obeerving, for instance, that a church was off the 
perpendicular, and was unsafe. He expressed no regret for 
his crime, but much surprise upon learning that the blow 
had not been fatal I was present at a horrid scene — the 
burning of his body. The executioner refused to perform 
the office — said it was not his business ; so several respecta- 
ble individnab were forced to take it upon themselves. His 
head, which had &Uen off, was kicked, shudderingly, into 
the flames, and his ashes scattered to the wind. It was a 
frightful spectacle. 

" The day the queen drove out for the first time after all 
this was past, with the little princess in her arms, through 
the streets towards the ohnrcli of Atocha, to return thanks 
for her miraculous escape, yon would have thought that the 
whole people were possessed by one general madness. Their 
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Bhonts nnt the «r. The gnards ooold not kaep them from 
preanug rottod th« curUges. The ringing of the belli from 
erery chnrdi and otrnvent — the lond mnne of the military 
b&nds — nothing ooold drawn theae wild ntd jojfal Motanw- 
tions, and it Baemed as if ereiy heart in Spain joined in the 
Te Denms' ofiiered np in gr&titade tor tJie qvees's re- 
covery. 

" It is since then that cahimuy has been slowly doing ita 
work, and with that vSeck which oalnmny nerer fuls to pro- 
duce; that ia, leaving an impression like the slimy trail 
which the TCnomoos serpent leaves on tJie flowera over which 
it crawls. But I trust she may ontlive it Tonth and 
generoflity are popular attribntes, eepaoiaUy in prinees I " 
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foS of On Jfiniiliy and /omation of a nac OiHncf — Bemim of iSenora 

B , — Fiaai id Orimtt — Paafa dd Scl — Jfarqiaia ofAlaaHioa — 

BaenoBula and lie Betiro : Hi JbnHtr gnutdeat — The Pndo : tit Palaem 
— Plata de lot Coriei. 

The Leraondj mmistry has fallen. The new mmiater' of 
stale arrived a few days ago, and, it b stud, will coutiaae to 
occupy the same post ia the new cabinet SartorioB, count 
of San Luis, dit on, will be president of the council; the 
Slarqnis of Geroua, minister of grace and jnatioe ; Bon 
Esteban Oollantes, of Fomento ; the Marqnis of Molins, bet- 
ter known by his &mily name of Boca de Togores, minister 
of the navy ; General Blaser, minister of war ; and Bon Fe- 
lix Domenech, minister of the treasury. 

After a day or two of suspense, daring wbiob crery other 
topic was Itud aude as comparatively insignificant, the cabinet 
was formed, and now, according to custom, is criticised— 
matter for a long dispatch &om my chief. AH the world is 
talking politics more than ever, and discusMng the characters 
of the new ministry. I think this kind of disonssion never 
ceases except in ohurob, and dnring the " small hours" of 
the night. The liberty of the press ia as nothing oompu-ed 
to the invaluable privilege of liberty of the tongue. That 
the Spaniards enjoy to its fullest extent That the Gonde de 
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San Luis is no ordinu; man, is evident His friends adore, 
his enemiee abhor him. 

The only one of the ministers I bare yet seen, ia Don 
fisteban Collantes, who oocnfued a place in the last oaUset, 
and whom I met at a tertnlia ^ven by the SeKora B ■ , 
a celebrated beanty, bnt who now seems to oeenpy herself 
more with politics than with intrigues of a softer descrip- 
tion. She is still rery handsome, her figure perfeot, and 
her manners agreeable. Her tertnlia consisted only of men, 
none of whom arrived until one o'clock. Nothing conld ex- 
ceed the ease and laiss^-aller of the society. They came in 
mid went out without sign or salutation ; smoked, toonged, 
t^ed, or were silent, as beet snited their inclinatioo ; some 
even fell asleep, the less astonishing that the hostess does not 
open her doors till after midnight. As I entered, I caught 
a glimpse of a fair vision, in the form of a very young and 

lovely girl, niece, I am told, of Mme. B , but who does 

not assist at these reunions. 

The extreme freedom of the ooBversation, in a society 
composed of men of every party, particularly of members 
of the oppositbn, was original and amosing. No sort of 
r^trtunt was imposed by the presence of a member of the 
cabinet. On the contrary, this circnmstanoe seemed to ren- 
der the conversation more piquante. " I cannot imagine," 

said Mr, do , " how a conspiracy is ever carried through 

in SpaJn : for rather than not retail the news, a Spaniard 
would mention it before the rery persons conspired against." 

"It is precisely for that reason," said Q ," that these plans 

succeed. So many &lse reports aro got up, that no one be- 
lieves any thing he hears, and when a truth ekes out, it shares 
the &te of folsebood. For instance, a report is circulated 
that an outbreak will occur on a certain day. The goveru- 
mtaxt get word of it, precautions are t<Oten, and nothing 
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oooon. Then ever^ one Unghs and Bays, " Nothing hap- 
pens in Spain which is predicted." Bnt meanwhile the plot 
which has been smothered continnee to gain gnrand. The 
moat minnte ciienmatanoea oonoeruing it are detailed — the 
plans of the ooni^iraliora are pnblioly spoken of, bnt no aae 
believes in the trnth of these mmors. Freciaelj at the mo- 
ment when no one believes it, and when the government is 
unprepared for it, it breaks ont. It had been tme all the 
while, smonldering like a concealed fire, checked by a few 
precantion&ry measotes, and known more or lees to every 
one, because every thing is known in Madrid ; bnt those who 
should have been better informed remained inoredulona, be- 
oause they had so often found themselveB deceived. Then, 
when the blase breaks ont, everybody says, " I expected it." 
This is not the &ct Everybody had heard of it, bnt amidst 
the mass of truth and Msehood, no one conld discern &ot 
from &ble, and no one felt sure of what was about to oocor, 
bnt those who were positive agents in the a^r. I have seen 
thb sort of thing happen a hnudred times. 

" In Franoe it is different Police and epies mean some- 
thing in that oonntry. There is less liberty of tongue, as you 
call it, and if snob ctniversationB as we are induing in to- 
ni^t were to take place in any salon in Paris, half the com- 
pany would be arrested by daybreak. We have no spies 
here, and besides, in fact, half (tf this talk means nothing." 
"And the other half?" When reduced to very small dimen- 
Kons, by depriving it of the dilution of nonsense and brag- 
gadocio, which form its principal ingredients, tkere is no 
doubt to be found a small modicom of reality in the centre. 
But here comes ohooolate, a rign that it must be three 
o'clock I I received a cordial invitation from the hostess to 
repeat my visit, with an asaoranoe that the house was at my 
dispossL 
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Tbe Flan del Oriente, where we Im, Is in nj opinkn ou 
of the fisest parts of the dtj, though eud to hare been in 
former days one of tite bleakest and most lUsagreeable, and 
I can beliere that in winter the cdtaatioo may he Bomewhat 
Mpoaed to the piereisg air &om the snow-capped Qoadarra- 
maa. It forms a semicirole of fine bnOdinga fronting the 
pidaoe. In the centre is a garden or glorifta as it ia called, 
of an elliptio form, rused somewhat above the level of th« 
plaza, planted with froit trees, and filled with flowers of 
every color, and of the most delldons fragrance. All aronnd 
it b a broad walk, bordered by trees, and terminated by 
forty-fonr coUosal statnes, repreeenting the monardis of Spaio 
— exeonted in die reign of Philip T.— deugned to ornament 
the roof of the palaoe, consequently out of place in their pTe»- 
ent position. T here are the kings of the Gotiiic line, Astolfo, 
Theodoric, &o. — the monarchs of the Asturian race, beginning 
with Don Pelayo. Perdinand and Isabella, of oonrse, oocnpy 
their appropriate plaoe amongst these colossal representations 
of sovereignty. 

A lofty pedestal stands in the middle of the glorieta, 
with issoriptions purporting that DoBa Tsabel Segunda 
erected that monoment " for the glory of the arts, and ioc 
the adornment of the Capital ; " and one of the basso relievos 
represents Philip IV. investing the p^ter Velasqnei with 
the Order of Santiago. Pour pedestals, witb large bronie 
lions, stand at the four angles, and two fountains at the base, 
each with the statue of a river, represeutod by an old man 
pooring water into an am. 

Bat the crowning beauty of the monument is the eqae^ 
trian bronze statne of Philip IV., which was brought here 
from the Buen Betiro, and is the work of the Florentine 
artist Pedro Lacoa, as may be seen by an inscription oa the 
horse; The proud attitude of the noble animal, the dignified 
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ui of the rider, uid the perfect fimsh of the work in its mi- 
nnteet details, render it one of the most remarkable of mod- 
em equestrian statnes. 

I made those observations at an undue boor this morning ; 

for at six o'clock, M presented himself at m; door, and 

insisted that bim gri, mal gH, I shoold rise and take a walk. 
An indefatigable pedestrian, and sooming the Madrid system 
of taming night into day, he would take no excuse, and the 
moming ur was so &esh and balmy, that I forgave him be- 
fore we had reached la Fuerta del SoL We were, besides, 
fortified by two cups of foaming chocolate, which tbe respec- 
table Doila Andrea, housekeeper or attia de Haves (mistress of 

the keys) of Count A insisted on our partaking of, before 

starting on our expedition. She herself in all the dignity of 
a mantilla, followed by a small girl with a large basket, had 
already returned from market. 

Tho Pueria d^ Sol, the great forms of animate life in 
Madrid, was crowded even at this early hour, though not by 
tiie class of cloak loungers who bask there in the sun at 
mid-day. Certainly it is neither spacious nor liandsome, nor 
worthy to be styled " The Gate of the Sun," which name, my 
oieermtt informed me, was bestowed upon it in consequence 
of an image of that great luminary having been painted upon 
an ancient castle which stood there in the 16th century. Its 
advantage, I presume, conmste in ite being central ; as it is in 
&ot formed by the conflux of the principal streets in Madrid 
— ^tbe Calle Mayor, that of Aloala, Carretas, San Cter^nino, 
Montera, Carmen and ArenaL 

Fronting it to the west, is the Church of Buen Snoeso, a 
poor and unimpoeing edifice, on which is placed a clock, il> 
luminated at night, serving to show Hiitfianewra who spend 
their time there in bearing the news and gossip of the day. 
How many boors they have wasted in that employment 1 
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We pMMd serenl pdboee of tite gnndeM, kfanort all of 
wluoh are dutmgnished hj an ancient and maanTV i^tpearanoe ; 
amongst othere, that of the Oonnta of OBate, ao immaue 
bnilding, dating back to the 16th oentnry, from whom prin- 
eipal balocmy the kings of Spain naed in former days to riew 
the prooemons as the; passed up the Calle Mayor. 

We passed along the Calle de AloaU, a tme street of 
palaces. I admired, amongst, others, that of the HaTC|nia de 
Gasa Biera, a ricli banker. It is a splendid honse, bnilt 
more than half a century ago, as a dowry-honse for the 
Dnchese of Abrantes, and called at that time La Cata de 
loa aifilvrea (pins), allnding to its being giren for her grace's 
pin-money. After her time, it was occupied by the Russiaii 
ambaBftador, Latiickef ; and ultimately bought by the pres- 
ent proprietor, vbo baa improved and embellished it, addbg 
to the beantifnl and extensive gardens, which we could only 
admire imperfectly through windows cut in the wall bound- 
ing it towards the Calle de Alcaic. 

The house of another banker, the Setlor Santamarca, has 
a rich uid opulent look, and overtops the palace of the Mar- 
quis of Alc^ices, situated at the end of the street, and turn- 
ing the comer of the Frado. But the latter has the inter- 
est of antiquity to recommend it, having been built in the 
16th century, iqton that vast scale in which the nobles of 
former days constracted their houses, each forming a small 
world within itself; with innumerable soites of rooms — chapel- 

^rdens, &c. M tells me that the marqnesa is one of 

the most beautifol women in Madrid, daughter of the late 
Harqnesa de Sauta-Cmz, mistress of the robes of her maj- 
esty, and grand-daughter of the Duchess of Benavente, of 
whom he related to me an anecdote, forming a good pendant 
to the piuls of champagne When playing at oarda one night 
wM a foreign ambassador, his excellency dropped a piece 
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(tf gold, >nd took np ft eandle to seardt for it-^apmi ir\aeh 
she ooolly took up a puoel of bank-notoB Uiat lay beside lier, 
lighted them, and helped him to search for his mlsaiiig coin. 
Imagine what a piece of oiril contempt I 

To the left of the street, standing npon an eminence, ia a 
remarkable bnildiog, the Palace of Bnenavista, now the War 
Department, bqt orii^oll; intended for an abode of almost 
n^al lozaiy. Bnilt by the famous Dudiess of AIt*, a 
oonrt-beanty of the days of Charles IV., celebrated alike for 
her beaaty, splendor and enormous wealth ; she and ber bns- 
band, the Marqnis of Tillafranca, directed the constmction of 
the palace, and bought up a vast extent of aorrotinding land, 
witb the intention of laying oat gardens and orchards npon a 
corresponding scale of magnifiocnoe. 

Bnt two conflagrations broke out during the eonstmo- 
tion of the palace— tbe duchess and her hnsband died — 
the town of Madrid bought the property &om their heirs, 
and bestowed it npon Godoy, Prince of Peace. A.t the fall 
of tlic fiivorite, it passed socoessiTely into different hands. It 
was oconpied by Espartero daring his regency ; afterwards 
by the Turkic ambassador, Tuad Effendi, and is now the de- 
partment of the minister of war. The views from the bal- 
conies, commanding oil the Prodo, Betiro, the Galle de Alcala 
&0., must be beautiful and extensive, sofficleutly so to justify 
the appellation of Buenavista, bestowed upon it by tbe 
duchess. 

We oontinned oar walk to the Betiro, and entered by 
the gate of La Q^lorieta, close to that of Alcala. We wan- 
dered for hours amongst these beautiful groves and gardens, 
occupied at this time of the day chiefly by nurses and clul- 
dren, and a few early risers who had the good taste to prefer 
tke delidous air of the morning to the heated atmosphere of 
tbe afternoon, when these walks ore filled with a fashionable 
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erowd, prenme to tlw boon wben it ii time oonUMod oat- 
rect to ^)pear in the Frado or Fnenta Cutelkaa. 

I eepecislly admired the heaotifBl guden called the Par- 
terre, filled with nwM of ererj raiietj — with jaEmine, heli- 
otrope, Tioleta, and flowers of almost orerpowering fragranee 
We walked hj the great tank of water, on ihe oppodte ride 
of which are the private gardens of her majeatj. This tank 
is ftnfficiently deep for little hoata, several of which are kqit 
in the Chinese boat-house frmiting the lake, for Hm use of 
the Toyal bmil;. At present, however, it was abandoned to 
a flock of white dnoks — and a nnmber of prett; children 
were amnsing tiiemselves by feeding them with bread. 
Round the lake are broad walks for ihe public in general — 
and further on are others leading to Uie site formerly oooa- 
pied by a &mone porcelain manu&ctory. 

Turning &om thence to the left, we arrived at a hooM 
oontuning a fine collection of wild beaata, but had not 
the ooriority to enter — as wild beasts, like eivilised m^, are 
the same all the world over. We aaw the tower for the tele- 
graph, and the Astronomical Observatory, tenninating that 
part of the Beloro, with its broad and eztenrive promenades, 
which indndes within tiieir limits the garden, ocoivent, and 
Chnndi of St Gerdnimo. 

The private gardens of her majesty are said to be bean- 
tifnl and cnnous, with ponds, fountains, belvedere, Slo., bat 

as M had not brought the order without which strangera 

cannot be admitted, we reserved our inspection of them for 
some future day; and I can assure yon, that when we left the 
Retire, bythegatefhinting tiie Calle de 8an Geronimo,! was 
convinced that these gardens are as eztenrive as they are 
agreeable. 

But I was evra more intere8t«d bj die aoconnt whidi my 
companion gave me <^ the Retiro as it was in former tames, than 
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t^ its present betnty; for tbere is no building or garden in 

Madrid, of wHioh M does not know the history, and there 

ia no oity rioher in traditions. 

He told me how, in Gie gallant and chiralrona days of Philip 
lY., and of the famona Conde Dnqoe of OllTares, the king 
held his court at Baen Betiro, with a magnificenoe worthy 
of tliOBe palmy days of Spanish monarchy. He described, 
as if Jie had lived in tliose times, all the splendor and beanty 
of tiie woods and gardens, the r^al dwellings, theatres and 
temples — the brilliuioy of tbe fetes, masqnes and entertain- 
ments which enlivened -this royal retreat ; how poetry, mnsio 
and painting lent fresh charms to ibtee oonrtly amnsements 
— and how, amongst tbe habitu^ of the conrt, figured snch 
names as those of Lope de Tega, Calderon, Qnesada, Mnrillo, 
and Velasquez. In short, he described Spain as I have im- 
aged it still might be. 

From the days of Philip V., the monarohs preferred the 
delicious gardens of Aranjnei, and the cool breezes of San 
ndefonso as retreats from the heat of spring and summer ; 
bat still there are many living who can remember the court 
of the Charleses as held in the Betiro, with all its etiquette 
of powdered wigs and swords; as well as the Italian Operas 
execoted in its beaul»fiil theatre — the magnificent mano&o- 
tory of china, destroyed by the English; and who have 
assisted at the debates of the Cortes, which were held in the 
ScUon de ha Sednos, then adorned with paintings by the 
beat masters. 

But when the Prcnoh left Madrid, after having made 
their citadel in the Betiro for four years, they left behind 
them nothing but a mass of mine and destruction ; the pala- 
ces destroyed — the gardens devastated — the trees cut down. 
At an immense expense, it has been gradually restored by 
Ferdinand Til., and the present queen, to its actual condi- 
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tioD, and rendered one of the mort l)eaotif[il ud ( 
places for pnblio recreation Uiat oan be imagined. 

Before pasmng tlmni^ the Pndo, H made me atop 

to admire the elegant pyramid erected by the order of the 
Cortes, on the rery spot where the patriots of Madrid fell oo 
the glorions dot dt Mayo — bearing on one dde the fbllowing 
inscription : " The aahea of the victims of the seoond of Haj, 
1808, repose in this Field of Loyalty, watered by their blood. 
Eternal honor to patriotism." And on the other, " To the 
martyrs of Spanish Freedom, a grateful nation. Conoladed 
by the heroio city of Madrid, in the year 1840." 

He pointed ont the noble palace of the Dokes of Villa- 
hermosa, forming the comer of the Prado and of the Carrera 
de San Ger6nimo, built by the grandmother of the present 
dnke, but of which he only occupies an ^lartment; an 
immense edifice, where, a few years ago, the Society of the 
Lycenm was held, and where the great pnblio masked balls 
were formerly ^ven. He tells me that the interior is mag- 
nificent, and the dnoal chapel well worthy of a visit. The 
principal apartment is now in coarse of preparation for the 
reception of the Peruvian minister, who has not yet arrived, 
but whose servante were, at this very moment, currying in 
enormous cases Adl of French fomiture. 

Exactly in front of this house stands the palace of the 
Dukes of Medina Coeli, with thirty-five balconies looking on 
the Prado. It is, in fact, a street, built without taste or any 
pretensions to architectural beauty, but covering an immenee 
extent of ground. It was formerly the residence of the 
fantouB Cardinal Duke of Serma, the minister of Philip III. 
Within its vast enclosures, beaidea the palace and gardens, 
he founded a house for Jesuits, a church, and convent, after- 
wards belonging to the Capuchins, and another for the Trini- 
tarian &thers. At a later period, it served as a residence 
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for Philip T. and his conrt, when, grieriog for the loss of 
hiB queen, he oonld no longer bear the eight of his own 
palace. 

A[ saye that Don A. B , who was the dnle's 

agent some years ago, showed him over this enormons boild- 
iog, and that he remained lost in astonishment at the 
curiosities which it oontaina. It has an armory, a rich and 
valuable collection; a library oonttuning fifteen thousand 
Tolumea, with the rarest old mannscripte ; a collection of 
the finest paintings, statuee and busts, ancient and modem ; 
the most curious and beautiful Flemish tapestry, &e. It is 
inhabited by hundreds of dependants, who live there with 
their wives and famiUes. The present duke and his brother, 
the Duke of Feria, have lately married two heanti^ girls, 
wsteis, &om the provinces; one of whom, the Duohess of 
Medina Gceli, called forth the admiration of our German 
Mend, at the Fuente Castellana. 

Towering above this ancient palace, are the houses of 
the banking aristocracy ; rich, sumptuous, and elegant, wilji 

gilded baloouies, and a gay and modem look, ii 

passed them by in dignified silence. I admired the Plaza da 
las Cortes, bo called from the Chamber of the Oortes, which 
it &ont& The houses, which form it, occupy the nte of the 
Convent of Santa Catalina, destroyed by the Frenoh. In 
the midst stands the fine statue of Cervantes, in bronze, 
placed there by orders of Ferdinand Til. Here, much to 
the disgust of my companion, I hailed a berlina, in which I 
persuaded him to accompany me home, as the sun was intol- 
erably hot; and I only trust that you will not be as tired 
of my description as I was (physioally) of our long walk. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

BiplaiialieDinaer atOt Oafdaidii 3fa^t—n» 



SoxK days ago, Count A , having received an invi- 
tation to a diplomatic dinner at tbe CotmtesB de Hontijo's, 
at Garamanchel, recommended me to ride oat in the cool of 
the evening, when he voold, he said, present me to the 
oonnteBB. I set off abont eight o'clock, together with 

B , and others of the Frencli Legation, on one of the 

most beantiJnl evenings imaginable ; crossed the fine solid 
bridge of Toledo, with its nine bold arches, and entered the 
pretty village of Caramanchel, when it began to grow dnsk. 
When we arrived, we found some of the guests playing at 
biUiards, but the greater part, amongst whom was the conn- 
tees, were enjoying the cool breezes of the evening in the 
beaulJM and extensive gardens and shrubberies, in the 
arrangement of whioh she takes the greatest pride and 
pleasure. 

We walked ont through a labyrinth of trees and flowers, 
until we met the party returning in different groups, ahuost 
all laden with large bouqueta of roses. I was presented by 
the Count to the mother of the Empress Eugenie, uid 
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reoeived with that kindnesB and cordiality for which efae is 
remarkable, even amongBt Spanish women. In cohrersation 
she is delightM, perfectly unaffected, and extremely spirit- 
uelU. I think that in almost any other coontry the motber 
of an empress wonld oonsider herself as rather elevated by 
her positicn above her paera. Not so here ; if any difference 
is to be remarked between the Countess de Hontijo and 
other ladies of her rank, it is that she is even more dmple 
in her manners, and more anzions to please than they are. 

Since I came here I have heard a thonsand anecdotes of 
Engenie when Gonntess of Teba; of her eocentricities, her 
oharity, her courage, and her talents. Of her beauty I can 
judge, having seen her od the memorable day of her mor- 
. liage, when the deep emotion of her feelings made her deadly 
pale. It is sfud that she was always ambitions, and would 
have been contented with no ordinary &te ; bnt in spite of 
all the wild dreams that may have filled the heart of a beauti- 
ta\ and clever gbl, raised by her talents and position above 
her associates, spoiled and capricious, generous and ftmcifnl, 
what strange sensations of unreality and wonder, and even of 
fear, must have made her heart throb when she heard herself 
huled as the empress of a mighty nation, and felt her brow 
pressed by the diadem that had encircled the head of Jose- 
phine and that of Marie Antoinette I 

The coontry house of the Countess de Montijo is large, 
airy, and famished with great simplicity. Nearly all the 
foreign mimsters and their ladies had dined there; also the 
President of the Council There were also a number of 
pretty ^rls, who live there at present, and by whom the 
countess takes pleasure in being always surrounded. Noth- 
ing can be more soraable aud onoeremoniouB than th«ie 
rennioDS, which take place weekly. A good many ladies 
arrived from Madrid, amongst others the Dowager Duohees 



D,™),prib,Google 



of Alva, and a munber of yomig men. Hans, daacii^, md 
bOlurda for those who preferred it, made the time pui 
qniekly. gome of the foreign Udiee exprcflMd their regret 
at hftTing arriTed too late in Madrid to be present at a repre- 
sentation which had been got up at Caramandiel, in honor of 
the emprees, in which the actreasee were those joong girls 
who had been the friends and oompaoions of the foimw 
Coantese of Teba. The piece was composed b; Babi, the 
iamooB dramatic writer. It is called a Loa, and is. written 
in Terse. The mnsia is by Heradier, a eelebrated composer. 
Ite title is La Perla dd Qenii, the pearl being, of coarse 
the &ir heroine. Love, glory, beaaty, &o., had each an 
appropriate representatire. 

The Pearl has been carried from her native shores by tJie 
Imperial Eagle. The verse is ea^ and flowing, and tbe 
mosio so well adapted to it thai it ia in its way, a little dt«f 
d'ceuvre. As Heradier was present, and also Beveral of the 
performere, the countess complied with the general reqaest ; 
and some of the oborases were song witJi a spirit and taste 
that would have done no discredit to profeaeioual singers. 
There is one part of the Loa particularly pretty. The young 
maidens approach the Temple of Time, and ask what the fiitnie 
&ite of their Pearl shall be. Time answers, in melodious 
verse, that the future is onknown to him, but that whatever 
be her fate, the descendant of the Goxmfms will never be 
found unworthy of her high destiny. 
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dernt ifa la Barca, Braat MwiOo, ^. — /n^irvMiau of i^muA ffrmifj 



Hatiho received an invitation to attend a soiree dansante at 
the French Embasej, I accompanied hia excellency there 
last evening. It was very brilliant, not a regular ball, the 
mosio conusting of one piano, and the refreehments of a buf- 
fet and tea-table. The long snile of rooms, tapiss&s wltli 
red and gold, are difficult to light ; and, notwitbatanding the 
Nze of the hotel, and that the company was sappoeed to be 
extremely select, it waa crowded, thongh not disagreeably so. 
I was amnsed to find myself included under the head of the 
polios of Madrid, which being translated chickens, seemed 
to me a strange uomeuolatnre. For your benefit I most 
explain that all the jeunesse dorie of the capital — all yonug 
men capable of dancing and flirting, are polios. I think one 
ceases to be a p<Alo after thirty. 

Nolbing oau be better than the way in which the marquis 
and his lady do the honors of their honse. As a polka had 
jost strack np when we arrived, I requested, withont intro- 
duction, tbe honor of a torn from Hie pretty little Gondesa de 

■ ■, who, having just entered, had not yet marked her 
engagements npon her tablets, and who waltzes and polkaa 
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(KcMonMnfe, u Uie ^Mtniaris. aaj. In an intenml, dnring 
a long and tireecmie qaadrille, I told ber the difiumlt position 
in wbich I was placed, from having two yonng aiaten full of 
cariosity at the mode of dresung of the Spanish ladies, my 
desire to store their minds with oseM knowledge, and my 
ignorance of the mysteriee of the toilette. I entreated her 
to take pity on my igmnvnoe, and as a preliminary, to tell 
me wlutt her own dreea was otMnpoeed ot " Que tonteria 1 " 
(What folly I) said she, laughing, you sorely mutt know 
that this is gla^i rose-oolored silk — that these are point-laoe 
floonoes — that these are roses in my hair — that these jewels 
ue — " " Diamonds ; yes, I know that. It was only the ^Zof^ 
silk that pnszkd me. I flatter myself eren that I am a judge 
of lace, and that I know sonkething of fine jewels, yet I have 
seldom seen a greater display of both than to-night" " That 
is nothing ; wait nntil yon go to oonrt, or attend a real ball 
So one wears half of their diamoods to-night." 

I asked the name of a very joli gar^rm, whom I had heard 

talking Engli^, some moments before, with Mrs. S , 

an English lady who resides here. " He u the sou of a rich 
Irish banker," said the condesa, " yet he has a Spanish duoal 
title, and is married to the daughter of a grandee of Spain, 
whose son is the husband of one of the Yniantas. That 
pretty person who has his arm, dressed in blue, and so ex- 
tremely fair, is the Countess of , a German by birth. 

That sili, you must observe, is moire antique — very hand- 
some, though rather heavy for dauoiug. But here comes 

Mr. de for a walUs. If yon do not wish to find a 

partner for yourself, I shall put you under the charge of the 

Harquesa de , who hnows everybody." She beckoned 

to a pretty, good-humored looking pereooage, and told her to 
show me the carte du pays, and giving her my arm, we ooiHf 
d a tour of the rooms. 
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The marqaesa oerttuuly knew eieiy bod;, and we made 
slow progreBB in onr voyage of dieooTery. She was, howeTer, 
an excellent dcerona, and showed me all the notatHlities, 
generals, eeuators, etateamen — amongst the latter the Count 
of San Lnis, whom I had yet ecarcely seen, a§ he was leaT- 
ing Caramanobel when we arrived. I waa surpriaed to see 
so yonng a muL He is rather tmder the middle size, and 
stont, his head handsome. His eyes are dark-bine, and ex- 
pressive. He has an air of great energy, and of nnmistaka- 
ble intelligence, with an extremely sweet and gentle smile, 
which gives a peculiarly pleasing expression to his foce. His 
hair, whiskers, and monstachra are light brown. He was 
dressed to perfection, almost too well and too carefully, with 
the Gnest linen and most brilliant studs. 

We met the Countess de Montijo, leaning on the arm of 
General Jos^ Concha. The marquesa went up and kissed 
her on each side of the iace, which custom of kissing pre- 
vails to a notable extent amongst the fair portion of the 
society. Where, in England or Oermany, two women shake 
bands, here they always kiss each other, and on each side of 
the face. The condeaa asked the marquesa and me to ac- 
company her into the supper-room. The marquesa spoke 
familiarly to General Concha, calling him F^ifo, ,Pepe be- 
ing the diminutive of Jos^ 1 and Fepito a little less familiar 
than Fepe. 

The general is a gentlemanly-looldng man, extremely 
polite, slight, dark, and with a way of bending forward, 
which gives liim an extremely deferential air. His brother, 
the Marquis of Duero, is very handsome, but looks bilious 
and out of health. He was sitting beside a strikingly hand- 
some ^1, one of the eniowrage of the Oonntess de Montijo, 
whom she addressed, I think, as Sojia. 

The marquesa pointed out to me the Marquis of Molina, 
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who h»> a kind of piofainaqii«, antique kt, iriiish I Iik«d; 
rather tall, gnre, with numos of dark hair, gr«at «yea, 
aomethiug melaiKdioly laifaHidioui in his exprewioD. He 
is a great patron of literature, and has weekly reoniona of 
poets and anthors. I alao saw Calderon de la Barca, who 
■eema the oldest member of the cabinet; haa white hur and 
whiakers, and a pecoUarl; good &ce. He came op to apeak 
to the Marqnesa de G , who was standing at the tes- 
table near na, and who attacked him violently for baring 
joined the ministry. He langhed good-hnmoredly, and tamed 
the conversation apparmtly to some passages of her early 
days, for they talked of tJie tertolias of the Dnoheaa of Be- 
narente, &&, and Ae marqnesa told him he waa the oldest 
friend slie had ; when suddenly the miuiater, taking sdnu- 
tage of the first panae in the conversation, slipped off. I saw 
Genera] Blaeer, a grave-looking mUitaire, who seemed to 
have ^loamped npon a sofa for the whole evening, bedde the 

handsome Coontess . Domenech was there also ; and 

iite marqaesa pointed out Mens. Pidal, Bravo Mniillo, and 
odier names well known to thoae who have taken any interest 
in Spanish af^ra, of late years. The Marqnesa de Melius, 
Madame Calderon de la Barca, Madame Collantes, and Ma- 
dame Domeneoh, were all present ; bat as most of my time 
was spent in the waltiing circle, in which none of these 
Isdiea joined, I had no opportunity of seeing them very 
near. 

I was presented to the Duohess of , and danced witli 

two of her dan^ters. The I>iike of is well known 

both as a literary man and a statesman. He is a great patron 
of literatnre aai literary men, and npon the whole, I oon- 
otnde Hiat literatnre is hia province rather than polities, 
thongh he is aaid to muntain an entirely contrary opinion. 
He is still a handsome, foshionable-looking man, very jUTenile 
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tor his age, botb in appearanoe, nuutneri, and ideas. It is 
sud that he does not betdtate to taUc openly of his own 
merits as a stateeman, and to ezpreas his oouTiotion (like 

the MarqoiB of M ) that A« is the only maa capable of 

Baring the conntiy. As a poet and dramatic writer, I am 
told he has a good deal of merit. His son is one of the 
handsomest and most diatingnished looking yoimg men in 
Madrid, resembling his fitther is appearance, and also, like 
him, a poet 

I waltaed sereral times with the Gonntesa E , an in- 

de&tigabla duicer. The Connt is a. tall, stiff, gentlemanlike 
man, extremely polite, diough oold and reserved. 

As a general impression, I should say that there is more 
)>eaQty both of face and fignre to be seen here, than in any 
other capital — that the toilette in Paris is more tastefnl, in 
London less so. In London there is, perhaps, a greater air 
of high breeding in the highest circles, but incomparably 
less grace. No such feet and figures were ever seen at 
St. James, nor, in spite of all the accessaries of dress, at the 
Tuileries. A Frenchwoman's graceful tournureie the result 
of art, education, and the toilette. An Englishwoman's 
elegance proceeds from her high breeding and pur sang ; but 
the grace of the Spanish woman is pure nature ; nowhere 
can such eyes be seen as in Spain, whether for siie, color, or 
expression. As an Englishwoman adrauces in years, she 
generally grows thin — the Spanish seliora is apt to becomt: 
unwieldy. The one contracts — the other expands; and the 
expansion system, though it must be inconvenient, preserves 
the beanty of the face to a later period of life, 

I was presented last night to the Manjuesa de A , the 

beauty par excellence of Madrid, and, in spite of ill I had 
heard, was not disappointed. Not having known her in her 
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jDoth, I «an hardly imapaa k«r to hue Immi h w ii lB BM rf . 
Soft brown lutir, bekotifkl ejes, teeth like peuk, a bewitifal 

eomplexion, tiie GueBt anoa utd hao^ OMgitiwUe; had dM 

not shown me her son, the Duke rf 8 , a liring proof that 

Ae has readied a certain age, I conld not have belier«d it. 

The Harqaen de H ia another, thongh mach older, in- 

stanee of bean^, reqiected bj time. Her dan^ter baa a 
fine figure, bat, as all the old people saj, is not to eompara 
with her mother, as they remember her, at the same age, 
which is generally aud of the danghtere of all great beaa- 
tiea 

Afl for dress in general, the married women wore a pro- 
fiinon of fine lace and diamonds ; the girls were well dressed, 
bat too richly, in my hnmble opinion. " This laznry in the 
toilette," said an old general, the father of half a doses 

pretty daoghters, to the Marqueaa de Y , " is minons and 

abanrd. I say nothing of the laoe and jewels of the married 
women. Most of them are heir-looms. I find no fault 

with that pretty little Dncheaa of A , who, my wife tells 

me, weara a new and expensive dress at every party; her 
fortune and rank permit her to indulge her taste ; but that 
tbe wives of poor empleados ahould adopt the same style, or 
that tiie daughters of the moat needy grandee should appear 
every night in dreases from Paris, embroidered in gold and 
silver, I consider positively wrong." tJntil I had observed 
this universal taste, I was somewhat aatonisbed at what ap- 
peared to me the undue severity of a learned priest, who 
delivered a sermon last week against luxury and extrava- 
gance, especially in dress, which no doubt went home to the 
conacience of many a fair damsel in the coogregation. And 
this reminda me that I have not yet written to my mother, 
as she desired, upon the state of religion in this country, nor 
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given her an aooonnt of tike ohnrohM uid olwritaUe institi^ 
tioDs. For tiiiB she most give me time, and the opportnni^ 
of making iuqoiriee, and I promise her a long and Beriong 
doonment upon the Bubjeot one of these days. 
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TlteDrrwaatiladM — BaHanOptra — A aeaHid-aaiger — Tk Opera — Xer- 
nu — St&ora Gaaamga — The Ufarquaa dt B . 

Ab there are as yet few balls or eveniDg gayeties of a soeiable 
deBcription, I iiare been TnrtVing % ronnd of the tJieatrea. 
There ia do taate more developed in Bladrid than that for the 
drama — norhere more excellent actors, more brilliant pieces, 
whether aacient or modem, or a more just and discriminating 
audieuoe. The ro;^ theatre, aa tbe Italian opera-house ia 
called, is dow open, nnder the direction of the faTorite «)n- 
pr^sorto, Don Fernando de Urriee. Already every box is 
taken. I hare secured for myself a aiaile for the season. 
This saperb theatre was b^nn in 1818, and had already cost 
the government twenty-one millions of reals, bnt for want of 
funds remuned unfinished, antil the Oount of San Luis be- 
came minister de la gohemacvm, and pressed on the work 
with BO much zeal, that, to tbe astonishment of the pnbltc, it 
was completed in five mouths. It was opened on the birth- 
day of Qneen Tsabel, on the 19th of November, 1850, with 
&« representation of Donizetti's Favorita, the Alboni being 
then prima tkmna. 

For beauty, spaeioiisness, comfort, and elegance in its 
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decorations, I know of no theatre cmperior to this. There ia 
a noble BimpUcity and richness in the interior arrangementa, 
which give it the appearance of a splendid drawing-room. 
The ri«^ crimson damask of the boxes, the handsome velret 
arm-chairs of tiie parterre j the elegant lustres, spletHJid gild- 
ing, all are at the present da; nnsnrpassed in an; European 
theatre. The some expended npou this great work, during 
the former administration of the Const of San Lnia, hare 
fiimished his enemies with a handle of complaint against 
that minister. For my part, I made none, feeling mnoh in- 
debted to the caterer for mj pleasure, as I found mjaelf 
Inxurionslj established in my comfortable arm-ohair, listening 
to the charming voice of La Gaszamga, and to the best or- 
chestra and choruses that can be heard out of Paris. 

Every comer of the honse was fiill, from the pit to the 
highest gallery. The qneen has two boxes, one in the cen- 
tre of the house, on the first tier, and another upon the stage, 
which she usnalty occupies, except on state oooaaioiiB. Both 
are elegantly fitted up, with crimson hangings and mirrors, 
and regal-looking chairs. Oppodte the etage-box is that of 
the Ynfante Don Francisco. The queen was not present 
that evening ; but the Ynfante, with his daughters and their 
goremess, occupied their box. One of the young Ynfant&s, 
the Princess Amelia, struck me as being pretty, with a good, 
intelligent expression. They were very simply dressed, and 
had but one attendant, the Marquis of Bassecour, a fine 
looking man, whom I recollect seeing at Turin, where he 
was minister when I made my continental tour, under the 
auspices of my reverend tutor. 

Below the Ynlante's box is that of the cabinet ministeis, 
and oppoute theirs is the box of the Duchess of Alva. The 
ministers' box was empty during the first two acts. After- 
wards the minister of war came in, and took up hia poaitioD 
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wnli liis imdk to the aones, — "mmg to find metal mon at- 
InctiTfi in the boxes. " H n'est pu d^gont^," nid H. do 

, to whom I made this ramuk. There were indeed ft 

wondeifiil mimher of pretty w<mia) in tlie four tien of boxes 
■ltd in the gftlleries. Bri^t ejea seemed to gleam fia^ eren 
&om the etiiereal r^ons of the Faraiao. In the ratr'aote^ 
the ooenpante of the butacat (aim-cbsirB) in the pit, take ui 
of^MHioni^ of ■Beertaining tbia &Gt, either naitingthe boxea 
or taming tbeir lorgnotu in that diroctitn. 

The Frendi ambuaador and his fiuoulj ooottpied a box 
next that of the queen, on the first tier. I reoogniaed the Du- 

qneea do A b, the pretty Dochew of 8 a, the Coontea 

of S i, the Ihiohess of F a, the Coontcm de V s, &o. 

I happened to be seated next a wealthy parrenu, with whom 
I had made acquaintance at the Caaino, and who, knowing 
everybody by sight, thon^ probably not admitted into the ' 
circles of the aristocracy, ondertook to tell me not only the 
names but the history of the ocoapants of each box. If I 
had beliered him (hat since I came here my ears have grown 
strangely incredulooa of slander) I should hare been shocked 
at the disclosures of my eommnnioatlTe neighbor. His b» 
tories generally ran in this s^le : " That lady witii feathers 

in her hair and a rooe^xilored shawl, is the Coonteas of . 

Next her is seated her loTer, General . In the next 

box is the Msjobioness of , a celebrated beauty. That 

is her husband, and his oh^ amie is in that box on the pit 
tier, that tall woman with the yellow shawl and black eyes. 

She hfflrself has relaciotiet with Dtm , that little man 

with moustadies, looking through his opera-gUss, and so on, 
through each row of boxes. Scarcely one escaped; if the 
lady happened to be old and plain, he had still a story to tell 
of her former eondaot. 

As I found this wholesale scandal extremely distaBtefol, 
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I made my eeoape to the box of At Ccnmiaea of C ■, 

whom, b; the my, mj Deighfaor had passed over withoat 
oomment, and indeed it woald seem impossible that Hxb 
most determined slanderer oonld find in her oharaoter a 
weak point on which to fonnd hia oalumnies. Pore and 
gentle-looking, with soft and amiable mannere, and sneb a 
look of repose and dignity withal, I fomid it re&eshing to 
bask in that atmosphere, after the air I had been breath- 
ing. Tet Don is by no means an ill-natured 

man. It is the fashtoa to speak ia this mamier, and often 
means nothing, and it is more especially the fiuhion amount 
those who have no opportunities of judging of the truth or 
falsehood of these stories. 

The Opera this nigbt was Norma. The GhizEaniga, b&- 
sidee being an exquisite singer, is a perfect actress, bnt the 
mnsio of Rossini is evidently not in her style. Sbe will 
show to more advantage in the trumpet-toned notes of Yerdi, 
and her triumph is expected to be complete in the Trovatore, 
which is announced for representation in a few weeks. She 
is fair and blue-eyed, with nothing tragic in her features, 
nothing likely to produce dramatic effect; bnt her genius 
conquers that difficulty, and it is impossible to see a more 
expressive countenance. The arrangements for leaving the 
Opera are defective. There is no cloak-room, and the iair 
sefioras stand shivering in a kind of open vestibule witb 
their handkerchiefs before their months, waiting for their 
carriages; their attendant cahaUeros smothered in their 
cloaks. The only carriages whidi drive into the veatibDle, 
are those of the royal family. 

I was recognised while standing there by the Harqnesa 

de B KoA her three pretty daughters, whom I knew 

in Italy. The second, C , I found more lovely than 

ever, with her glasses covering her pretty eyes, stuck in after 
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ft fiiffhtott whic^ in Any tJiinir I w <Wrr uid fftHiiniiw would 
look mdepeadent. 

Tlie Marqnia of uked me to np with Hiiil *t hia 

rooms in the Calie Aneha de San Btmardo, to which I 
Agreed, more for Uie lake of hia ocnranatioQ than of his 
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Femi^ Charity in Loadoa and Madrid contnuUd—Slaidtren^ their «mwJ 
jXMtfion and dumcter — The Fair PemlenU of Madrid and Londoa cont- 

Seated at my friend's table, vith dgars and claret beeide 
us, I ventured to proponnd a delicate qaestion; knowing 
him to be at once a man of the world, a man of a certain 
age, and a eensible and honorable gentleman. " Do 70a 
believe that the conduct of married women in Spain is worse 
than it is in other countries, as I hare generally heard it 

asserted in England f" "You have been listening to . 

T saw him talking to yon in the pit, and can easily believe 
what a ehronique scaTidaleuse he was getting up for your 
ent«teinment, doing the honors of his own country to a 
stranger." " I found him very M7»-entert(uning, but after all, 
you give no answer to my question." " Well then, to answer 
yon decidedly, I firmly believe that -it is not. You know 
that the greater part of my life has been spent in London, 
consequently it is chiefly between that city and Madrid that 
I can form a comparison. Two evils exist in this country, 
or rather in this city, (for remember that Madrid is not 
Spain,) which combine to give a stranger a false impression 
upon this point. One is the nnohecked propensity to oalum- 



PribyGoogle 



Ubb, no one wbo has lended &r tmj langtk of time amaugA 
Ae mnetooMsj at Hadnd emn dc^, that voHen of ^mhtfvH 



Thaa is aootlier gmt evil, Uioagfa pabs{s BnavoidKfala. 

" Hq«, m in *U gntl rapiula, then exists m ecrtain iram- 
ber of womtai at the U^wst nuik, irtiaae positioa, bomtj, 
and &duo]), raider tbsam man op^i to obMrratioa than tbeir 
nea^bon. If their condiiot is entirelj ahoTe reproaeh, their 
example is »U important. If thej are impradent, earelen 
of the opinios of the world, distuigoished bj the magoifieence 
of that drew, jewels, equipages, &c. ; bat above all, if the; 
are etmatantly eorrovnded by diaedpated yoang men of bsh- 
ion, tlkey are, to a certain extent deaerredly, in the monthB 
of tbe pnblia Storiea eonoeming them are boilt up on a 
very sligfat fijandatioa. Th^ charaoters beoome as it wen 
public property, and thov^ pbasibl; nothing serious can be 
proved sgainet them, th^^e gradually arises a genoral feding 
tbat Bodety reeeiveB them on aouffranet, and merely becauu 
tbey continue to live with their husbands, the general toooh- 
stone of respectability. 

" The dashing style has gone out in Eug^aad ; but tha 
modiers and grandmothers of the present geMration oaa 

tell oa of feats performed by the beautiful I<ady and 

the Duohesa of , who were nererthelesi the leaders of 

&shion some thirty or forty years ago, but which in the dayi 
of Queen Victoria would suffioe to ruin the reputation of any 
high-born dame. Hypoorisy, the homage whioh vice pays 
to virtue, must now be practised in Ei^;land, to enable a 
woman of doubtful virtue to keep her plaoe in soeiety. She 
has besides the dread of divorce before her eyes. Here, the 
worst she has to dtead, is a legal separation. There, dM 
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suy be obUly reoeired in sode^ — hme, dte finds herself on 
K lerel with the moat rirtnoiu of her sex." 

" Bat why should this be bo F" 

" Probably &om the very oiroamst&noe that repntalJoiui 
are aaaailed on the slighteet gronndB, and that if one half of 
the world is indifierent, the otiier half remains inerednlons. 
I do not jnstify, bat only mention ^ fitot But befiides, 
j'oa most bear in mind, that only those whose impnidence 
has given oaase, however slight, for evil interpretation of 
their actions, are spoken of Those whose lives are at onoe 
blameless and oiroamspect, and these are oertunly the largest 
portion, eioite no observatioiL Their names are not to be 
heard at the clabs, at the Caffluo, at Dofla ■■'■ 's tertnlia. 
It is my firm belief t^t in Madrid, the nnmber of women 
who hare failed in their dnties, present only exceptional 
cases ; and even in regard to these, as they give no pablio 
scandal by their oondaot, we may conuder the stories propa- 
gated oonceming them, as at least donbtfnL 

" A woman who lives in the gay society of Madrid, and 
whose character has never been tradnoed, mast be a model of 
virtae as well as a prodigy of pradenoe. A yoang man of 
ftshion dances half a dozen times with a beaatifnl yoang 
' married woman — goes to her opera box — ridea several times 
beside her carriage — pnblicly expreases bis admiration of her. 

It is enoogh — the Conntess de haa a lover. If she is 

prudent, and foresees what may be sud, or is informed of 
what baa been said, she avoids the snare, and the report dies 
away ; bat if throng vanity or carelessness she oontinaes to 
permit these attentions, however innocently on her part, she 
becomes a mark for scandal; and however irreproaohableber 
oondaot may be in after life, it will generally be believed 
that at one time she had rdaeion«s as it is called, with that 
individual" "And her hnsbandf" — ^"Is good-naturedly 
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sappoMd to be cathnr Uind or in^&nnt, tlw urmI etof; witli 
the wcvld ; while in hot he is nattnOj Hit last nan to htar 
these reports. I will give yon bo inrtaaoe irf (he joatiee of 
' the world,' in a cue that ooonmd latel; in a bstily when 
I am intimate. 

" A Tery di«t time ago, one of the princip^ ladin of 
Madrid, jonng, beantifiil, lately married, a natire of Andal«> 
sia, her high pontion Bomewhat enried on aoooimt of the lat- 
ter oiroamstuMw, flbe having carried off this great parti 
£rom the rival beaaties of the capital — ^hitherto irt«|nt>adi»- 
ble in her oondoot, and somewhat prood in her demeanOT, 
saddenly became the olgect of what, to me at least, was an 
onaoconntable report. It was affirmed that she had &llen 
ttoox her hi^ estate, and had a lover — one of the most ele- 
gant and distingoiahed pollot of her acquaintances. The 
story was told circnmBtantially, asserted in every olnb, re- 
peated in eveiy circle. Bvt in tiiis ease il was added, that 
the hnsband had discovered his dishonor, that a separation 
was to take plaoe the following day, and the lady returned 
upon the hands of her parents. 

" A pathetic picture was drawn of the despair of the 
mother-in-law, of die desolation of the husband, who had 
adtned his young wife, of the projected duel &&, and had I 
not known the parties intimately, I conf^ diat I could hard- 
ly have doubted the truth of these rumors. MeanwliOe the 
story fortunately reai^ed the ears of the noble ooiqile. Aa- 
tonidied and indignant, they took the beet means of silenc- 
ing the ahmderers. The very next day, that announced for the 
separation and public disgrace of the duchess, she and her 
husband appeared together in an open carriage in the Prado, 
before the eyes of a^^ Madrid there assembled. The cahun- 
niators were crest-fallen, but only for a moment That 
species of bnman animal knows no shame. They admitted 
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that tfaey had been miitaken, and prepared to attaok anotlier 
and more asBulable repatattoa Hundreds of amiiar in- 
atancea take place," oontinned mj friend, warming with the 
Bubjeot, and onlj stopping to light a frfwli oigar. " Idleness, 
envy, the love of gossip, and perhaps the conviction that die 
objeot of their calomny will not loee her place in societj, in 
which case it is to be presamed that thej would panse to re- 
flect on the evil tbej might inflict, all contribute to this pro- 
vailing spirit, amongst a certain class of young men, who in 
nine cases ont of ten, are not even admitted into the society 
of their victims. I speak my sincere opinion, when I affirm, 
that with the exception of a very few fashionable persons, 
whose livea do indeed seem to pass in one oooBtaat round of 
dissipation, wbose time is spent in driving in the Prsdo, at- 
tending the theatres, the opera, the ball-room, precisely as 
their compeers do in every other great city, — the Spanish 
women are the most domestic in the world — the most devoted 
to the care of their children — the most tmly pions and the 
best m^mgires ; which latter circomBtance may arise from the 
&ct that their fortunes are rarely equal to their rank, and 
that a lavish espenditure would soon bring ruin upon the 
possessors of the most ancient names and most splendid pal- 
aces of Madrid. I repeat that I believe all other cases to be 
exceptional, and when they do occur, to have been the re- 
sults of a marrit^e de convenance, or to have arisen from tHe 
carelessness of a dissipated husband, who seeing his wife w^- 
dressed and admired, amuses himself after his own fiuhion, 
and leaves her to do the same." 

" After all," said I, " I can tmly wind up with the philo- 
siqihioal reflection, that men and women are the same in all 



'* No doubt," said the marquis, " but the end is not the 
me. In England Pope's lines still hold true, and generally 



D,™),prib,Google 



^ealdi^ &e ' jnntlli of plMflnn * ia fidbnrad hj * u old age of 

eards.' Hoe it is rarely bo, and no doubt die difimot imdIh 
«« awiog to Uie difieraMe <rf raligiraL" " How lo f " "In 

England, if the once farAmed and beantifnl Lady ntirea 

from &e world, attends tke aeraiMM of tiie Rev. Mr. -, 

goes regnl&rl; to ohnrch every Sunday mcvning and after* 
noon, to eroiing leotnrea, and pats her oonanenoe under 
tbe charge of the rererend pastor, all her dear friends and 
&duonable aeqwuntances dieoim tiie sabjeot with alarm." 

" Poor Lady has become »erj odd. She has given up 

partiee — she has taken t, aerioiu torn — she distribatee traota 
— die goes on charitable erranda— she really carries it too 
&r — they are afraid there is something wrong — her eldest 
brother bad eometbing peculiar about him, &o. It requires 
some coarage to bear tbe brunt of these remarks, especially 
when coming from th(»e who knew her in her dissipated 
youth. Her bonse becomeB" gloomy — ahe herself sad and 
BOTere. It is attributed to the inflnence of the Bevereud 

Mr. . 

" But here, many an instance is ounoticed and nncom- 
mented npon, where the dissipated beanty, whose youth and 
lovelinesB has nearly departed, retornB with penitence to 
her religions duties, eameBtly and quietly, and spends the 
last years of her life in endeavoring by contrition to expi- 
ate her former errors. She is, indeed, seldom seen in tbe 
world, but no gloom or severity marks her demeanor. A 
calm and placid serenity can alone be observed on that face 
formerly lighted up by gratified vanity. Her conversion 
cannot ful to be sincere, for Jn the world it is unnoticed. 
No liveried footman attends her — no velvet-lined pews or 
soft cnsbions, make her devotions comfortable. Kneeling on 
tbe floor, in a retired comer of the church, enveloped in her 
mantilla, with nothing to diBtingnisb ber from the poor by 
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«h<nit ahe is muToniided, the sinoeril^ of her oonkiticai ia 
known to God alone. 

" She has notMng to dread &om the world's opinion, for 
the world no longer ooonpies itoelf about her ; and it ia cer- 
tain, be the oanse what it may, that the raoe of old dowagers, 
with rouged cheeks, ftdM ringlets, and shftking pendants, 
forming so prominent a feature in London sooie^, is almost 
endrelj unknown in Madrid." 

I write down the remarks of tiie Marquis de as I 

remember them, both beoanse his opinion has great weight 
with me, and beoaose they form a pendent to the obeerrk- 
tiona of j»j oenaorious aoquaintanoe at the opera. 
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OgUd napticn of AeAlladkl if to- M<yialg~-Tie<^eet,ierlfrtmvmee ami 
memory— nnSimg— Tim FtJKtm Btr Nwrn—UwOlftamttTi^d— 
TkeAlaoat. 

Yestersat, my chief receired r note &om &e miniBtor of 
§tate, informuig him that her Majest; would be pleased to 
receive na this evening, at 7 o'clock, when I am to have the 
honor of a preeeutation. To-morrow I shall write yon an 
aocoont of it. 

We arrired at the paUce at the appointed bonr, in 
nnifbrm of conise, and ascended the grand sturcaae, which 
IB entirely composed of white marble, the roof adorned with 
fine allegorical paintings. A white marble statue of Charles 
in., and two lions of the same mateiial were all I had 
time to observe as we passed. Upon these lions it is said 
Napoleon laid his hand when he reached the first landing of 
thiB noble staircase, and exclumed : " Je la tiens enfin, 
cette Espagne si desir(^e." In the first salonv6 found the 
Introductor de Emhajadores, and the minister of state. 
Having been told that the queen is proverbially un- 
punctual, I prepared myself for a long examination of the 
paintings and objects of taste and luxury of these splendid 
apartments j but we had hardly entered the antechamber, 
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yibea we heard the muuc of the "Mareka Sial," and the 
tnunp of honcB, and immediately after, the royal carriages 
drove into the court-yard, atopping at the foot of the grand 
stairoaae. 

A few moments after, we were desired to enter the 
qaeeu'e private cabinet. She was accompanied only by the 
Ung, the bttle princess of the Astariss and ber governess, 
and by the mistress of the robes. The qneen, who had 
been at the church of Atocha, where she assists every Sat- 
urday at the office of the Vir^n (a custom of the sovereigns 
of Spain since the time of Philip III.), was still in her car- 
riage-dress — a silk gown I think, with a black lace mantilla. 
She received na most gracionsly. I was struck by the 
sweetness of her smile, and the beauty of her expression. 
Wilhont being handsome, she is certainly a fine looking 
woman, and though very large for her age, yet being tall and 
with a very regal port, carries it off well. 

She asked in the most gracions manner after my father, 
whom she said she remembered perfectly, though but a child 
when he was in Madrid ; spoke of my mother's beauty, and 
of having heard her sing at a concert in the palace, during 
the regency of Queen Christina. In short, she has that 
royal memory, which is so important a gift in a sovereign. 
There is a kind of honest simplicity in her manner, which is 
very charming. The king conversed with me for some time 
in French, which he speaks like a Parisian. He spoke a 
great deal of my country, and seems thoroughly versed in its 
literature. His face is handsome, with a fine open espres- 
sioD. His figure is somewhat insignificant, and he has a 
high-toned voice which sounds effeminate, but he would cer- 
tainly be considered as an agreeable and well-informed man 
in any rank of life — and his manners are both prepossessing 
and dignified. 
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The little prineeM is m &ir, nrwet loAiitg, oAv dali- 
eate child, reiy toll for her ^e, whit^ is xtt jet two jmn, 
uid extncffdiiivily iutelligqit. Bha lifAd oat her little 
hand to he kiaeed, with the air of a miniatiire queen. Her 
Majesty, who Mems wr^»ed up ia that c^ild, oonld hardly 
t^ke her eyee off bei for a monent. Her hbtbo, who caiM 
in while we were there, ie the finest ^ledmen of peaaant 
beauty I have erer eeeD. She had • regular Greoian profile^ 
witii ^es like dark stars, and splendid blaek hair. One of 
the first artists here has taken her portrait, irtiitA haogs in 
the pslaoe. It is considered a great stroke of good fortune 
to be chosen as nurse of one of the royal children. A 
eertain nmnber of peasant women from, the mountain eountry 
of the Asturias are sent for before the qneen's accoueh«m*ni, 
and it must be with a beating heart that the eajididatea pre- 
sent themselreB before her Majesty. Those who are not 
chosen, are sent home loaded with presents, as some oompen- 
sation for their disappoiutment, bat the happy indiridnal 
who is selected, may consider her fortune made. 

After ag^ kissing hands, we backed out, and I must 
confess that I came away entirely fitscinated by the kind and 
gracious manners of IhfSa Ytabel Segvnda. X obserred in 
the auteohamber, Murillo's beaatifol painting of St EUm- 
beth of Hungary, Santa Ysabel as it is called in Spanish, 
dressing the woonde of the poor. All the details of their 
infirmities are rendered with terrible fideli^, and the sweet 
countenance of the Saint, with its expression of hearenly 
pity, forms a beautiful contrast to the rude faces of the beg- 
gars whom her charity is lelieTing. The Countess of To- 
reno was " on guard " aa it is called, in the anteroom, and 

several ladies of the palace stopped to speak to Count A 

as we passed out 

I have been sinoe told by M that the St. Eliiabeth 
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in the paUoe, u a copy, and that the original is in the 
" Mnseo ;" which he has hitherto pertioaoioiuily prevented 
me from Tiaitiug, assoring me Qatt when I have Been it, I 
shall thinl: nothing else worth looking at I am not moflh 
inclined to believe this assertion, sinoe a nght of the palace 
alone might compensate a traveller for the trouble of malrip g 
a journey to Madrid. It appears that the original deeiga 
of this royal edifice, whioh drew from Napoleon the remark, 
" Mon fr^re, tn eg mieox log£ que moi," was upon the most 
{pgantio BOale. The ancient Alcazar of Madrid, dating back 
to almoet fabulous times, occupied the site where it now 
stands. There Franois I. was removed after his confin&- 
ment in the " Casa de Lujanes," and there he received the 
visit of bis royal rival ; and strangely enough, upon return- 
ing to his own city of Paris, be commemorated his captivity 
by bnilding a palace in the Bois de Boulogne, npon the 
model of the Spanii^ Alcazar, known until the revolntioa 
as the Chateau de Madrid. 

On Ohristmas eve, in the year 1824, a terrible conflagra- 
tion destroyed the Alcazar, and Philip of Bourbon resolved 
to build another palace upon its mine, more worthy to be 
the residence of the monarobe of Spain. Jubara, a fiunona 
architect, was sent for from Turin, and made a model of a 
palace, which, had it been carried into execution, would cer- 
tainly have been one of the wonders of the age. His death, 
bowerer, put an end to his projects, and his pupil, Saqneti, 
who was intrusted with the work, reduced the proportions of 
the projected palace to more feanble dimenrions, by the ex- 
press desire of the king. The first atone was bid on the 
first of April, 1828. 

The palace forms a gi«at square, entirely bnilt of stone, 
with the exception of the mahogany work employed in the 
doors and windows. At each angle are projections in the 
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CMrm of parilkms, and on the prinoiiMl &fade ara two wiIlgl^ 
begun in die time of Cluries IH., bat irtutdi eren jot le- 
m&in nnfiniilied. The whole edifice is imponng, from iti 
maaaiTe wmllBaod arches, and an mt of extraordinary Bolidi^ 
and gr&ndenr. The principal atory, which oonlaioa the royal 
apartments, is adorned with innnmerable pillars and piUs- 
trav, and tlie whole edifice ia orowned with a balnetradc ot 
atone. The views from these windows are said to be deti^t- 
fiil, eE^edallj to the north, looking down npon the Oan^ 
del Moro, and the beantifnl gardens in the environs. 

As for the interior, I can easily believe the tmth of the 
assertion, tiiat it contuns riches soSoient to famish forth 
half a doaen ordinary palaces — not only in the splendid for- 
nitore, the rich carpets, curtains, hangings, &c., but in the 
intrinsic value of the works of art which it contains — ia dw 
paintings, by (he best masters, whioh cover the ceilings and 
adorn the walls of the innumerable apartments — in ^e in- 
laid tables — curious clocks — lustres of rook crystal, adnu- 
rabiy cat — great mimns, fitbricated at La Qranja, of almoBt 
incredible dimenEdoss — walls covered with marble, china, 
stacoo, inlaid woodwork — in short, a collection of all that 
the most caprioions taste and most onboonded wealth oonld 
oollect at different periods. 

The inside court is a great square, Borronnded by an open 
portico. Amongst other apartments to which it leads, are 
the bureaux of the minister of state. Surrounding the 
second story, is a gallery enclosed with glass, which leads to 
the chiqiel, and to the royal apartments. 
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Mr. SoaU and Afr, Ptrry'-Caldenm th h Bona — Ag/tanmee, manaert, rmd 
peliA of Mr. Saili. 

The great topic of oouTereatioii at present in Madrid, is 
the arrival of the new American minister, Mr. SouU, a 
red-hot democrat, whose late speeches in his own oonntry, 
in favor of the annexation of Cuba, have natnrallj excited 
a vast amount of prejudice against him, in this. It seems 
to OB a strange nomination on the part of the President 
of the United States. Perhaps in a democratic govern> 
ment there was only the embarras du chois, as it may be 
inferred that other public men there have the same senti- 
ments, thongh less openly and offensively expressed. He is 
said to be a man of talent, a Frenchman by birth, a repub- 
licain rouge, who was obliged, on acconnt of his political 
principles, to leave his native country, where he was known 
as the editor of a republican newspaper, entitled " The Yellow 
Dwarf," le fiainjaune. He will require much tact and pru- 
dence to overcome the prejudice universally felt against him. 
His secretary of legation, Mr. Ferry, is married to a very 

charming poetess, La Coronata. Count A is of opinion 

that the nomination of Galderon de la Bsroa to the post of 
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minister of state, was partly intended as a kbd of eoontw* 
bttlanoe to that of Mr. Sool^, it being rapposed that his long 
residence in America will enable him to see throngh the 
political intrigues with which it is sappoeed that the latter 
fimctionary intends to distingniah bis diplomatic career. 

He called this morning at the legation, when I happened 
to be present. He has a rery remarkable countenance; 
dark, deep-set eyes ; bis hair cat alter the fashion of the 
andent French republicans. He is very polished in his 
manner, and speaks well — slowly, in rounded flowing periods. 
As the French say, U s'eeottt« en parlant. He seems very 
de^roue to make himself agreeable, but is, perhaps, somewhat 
too confident of his own powers. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Chmlia of Madrid— Salaiu SeiAt, (b 

AH — Ckureh (f Simla Tertta — AipuiSomm al Church — ChurtA of Ban 
Joi6; MSilary at Dkine Worti^i—Tie Gmeral Bapilat—Caaulic Chir~ 
Hy^Ea^itaii m Gatenrf— Ho^Aii of St. PatriA. 

I HAVE not yet expressed my admiration of tbe chnrehea 
in Madrid; and thongli every Spaniard assarea me, tliat 
nnl»l I have seen the catbedrals of Toledo and Seville I 
have seen notliiiig, I most still hold to my opinion that tha 
chnrehea here are, generally speaking, equally noble and 
splendid, both as to architeotnral beanty and to interior 
decoration. I have bad the good fortone to make an in- 
valuable acquaintance, within the last fortnight, of an «e> 
employi, Seilor de ~— • ■ , who, after a long and ardnons 
political career, haa retired irom pnblio life, and even from 
society, except from that of a few particular friends. Having - 
met him at the house of Seflor M— n , ex-minister of the 
treasury, I mentioned my cnrioaity on the subject of chari- 
table and beneficent institutions in this city, and found I 
oould not have addreseed myself to one more capable of 
enli|^tening me on these mattera. He was kind enough 
to propose that I shontd accompany him next morning to 
early mass at the diarch of the Salesas Beales, and ofiered 
to take me &om thence 1« viut the general hospitaL 
The convent and ohareh of the Boyal fi 
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iakaa from the taQaitr of tha Oidsr of As TMtatioD, St. 
Fraa^ois de Salea, with the addition of Sojfoi, m hanng 
been fbimded b; King Ferdinuid VL utd hia queen, OoD^ 
Hari& Barbarar — is one of the meet noble and beantifiil reli- 
gions edifices in Enrope. The objeet of the rojal foonders 
was to proTide for the edneation of girls of aoble &mily. 
The bnildiog was eoooladed io 1768 ; and it is said, that in 
the will of the qneen, a note of the expenses inonned in its 
conatmotion, makes them amouit to vpwarda of eif^t; mU- 
lions of reals, vitboat inclndiiig the splendid diamonds, 
articles of gold and Bilver, and rioh restments with whieh 
her majesty enriobed the ehnrob. 

As it stands alone, and at tbe opposite extremity of the 
city from our k^tioD, I had not yet seen it. Pasemg along 
tbe Galle del BarquiUo, and turning to the right, we suddenly 
came in front of this imposing mau of bnilding, which is 
sud, including the garden and orchard, to cover a surface of 
nearly eighty thousand sqnare feet. The vast oourt-yard is 
enclosed by a stnmg iron fence with masBlTe iron gates, form- 
ing a fitting entrance to the noble church, its /ofad* adorned 
with columns of a composite order, and fine basao-relieTos over 
the principal door. 

No coie «m.fiu}.ia. remark the extreme cleannem of all 
dinrohea appertaining to convents. Here tbe floor, com- 
posed of beautiful rariegated marble, w«s spotless ; and u 
the Salesas stands in a retired dtuation, there was not the 
usual crowd, which frequently makes it impossible to advance 
beyond tJie doors of the other oharches in Madrid. Beeides, 
though a f&te day, it was early. Tbe high altar is magnifi- 
cent, with a profasion of masdve gold candelabraa, fine 
statues, and rich adornment. Nothing is more remarkable 
than the pillars, each composed of cue single blook of tbe 
exquisite serpentine marble of Qrenada, almost as rare as a 
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fine preoions stone. The lofty roof ia corered witli fresoos 
hj the three brothers Telasqaei, and the walls with fine old 
paintings bj foreign artists. 1 particolarly admired a Holy 
Family, by Cignaroli, a Venetian painter. 

After mast), Don ■ called my attention to the 

sepnlchre of King Ferdinand TI., which stands under an 
arch, in a uicbe to the right of the altar, and is covered with 
rare-colored marbles, and adorned with varione allegorical 
statues, one of which represents Time in ohams, holding in 
one hand a sword, and in tbevther the portrait of the mon- 
arch. The tomb of Queen Barbara is placed near that of 
her royal husband, and each bears an inscription commemo- 
rating the virtues of the departed sovereigns. 

Certainly I have never seen a temple more fitted for the 
worship of the Divinity, in its noble simplicity and rioh 
severity. In the extreme quiet and stillness wbicb reigned 
around, we might have imagined ourselves leagues distant 
from the popnlous and noisy city. The only sound that 
broke the silence was the chanting of the nuns within tlie 
iron grating. The early breath of the morning blew in at 
the open doors, laden with a sweet fragrance of violets from 

the convent garden. As we came out, SeHor told 

me that many of the principal families of Madrid still send 
their daughters to this convent for their edncation, as well 
as to a branch of the same order, called the " New Salesas," 
established a few years ago in the CaUe Ancha de San 
SemaTdo. 

As it was still early, Seiior ' proposed that we 

should visit Santa Teresa, a chnrch belonging to a convent 
of nuns of the Carmelite order, and founded in 1684, by the 
Duke of Medina de las Torres, directed by the veuerablo 
superior, Maria de los Angeles. It is also a fine church, on 
a much smaller scale than the Salesas, with a few good paint- 
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B^B, and a tputt, Tenenble aq>eoL NoOting cu hsre » 
more devotional effect than the kneeling figoree on the floora 
of the churches, the oomplete abeenoe of all distinotioa in dreis 
or place ; the vomeo enreloped in their mantiUas, rich and 
poor together. How infinitely I prefer this to the cushioned 
pewB of the London ohorohes, or eveii to the chairs in Paris I 
I mngt sa;, however, that the Cur eex have the advantage 
over ns in one respect. When tired of kneeling they can 
rest by sitting on the floor ; but nnless a man can find a 
bench, he must stand during the whole of the longest ^rmon, 
which is very fatiguing. Here, at least, is tme republican- 
ism ; equality in the worship of God. 

As we passed along the Galle de AlcaU, we met a fine 
body of well-dressed, soldiers, with a military band, going 
towards the chnrch of San Jos6, to attend military moss, 
their daily cnetom. To me there is not a more imposing 
spectacle, and we followed them np the middle aisle. When < 
the troops lie prostrate at the elevation of the Host, the 
coldest and most unbelieving heart must feel tonched at the 
sight of the brave and hardy soldier falling in mutaj 
acknowledgment of the presence of the Deity. This churchj , 
of Saa Joa6 is large and spacious, yet does not please me asj 
mnch as many others. It seems ill cared-for, perhaps owing 
to the age of the curate, who looks like a tall pale shadow 
of by-gone days. He did not officiate on this occasion, but 
I saw him looming aloft in the choir, like some old priest of 
the Middle Ages who had risen from the tomb to survey the 
some of his former labors. 

San JosiJ, which formerly belonged to the Carmelite nans, 
was built at the beginning of the last century, and together 
with their convent, contained a vast collection of fine paint- 
ings, of which only a few remain, in the chapel of Santa 
Teresa, to the left of the high altar. This chapel was 
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fenndedbyDoBBodrigoOKkleTon, Harqoia of Siete T^euB, 
minister of Philip IIL, oond^uned to death and b«hnded 
in the Plua de Madrid in IQ2\. There axe two puntjngB 
worthy of note in this ohnroh; the one representing Our 
Ladj, a beautiful work by Hiohel ; tiie otiier, the " Santo 
Oristo del Desampuro," by Alonso de Mens. 

The general hospital, towards which we next directed 
our BtepB, is under the charge of the " Jnnta de Beneftoen- 
oia," and does honor to their zeaL Its eiie is enormooB; tho 
bailding consisting of a sipare of nx hundred feet in length, 
by six hundred in breadl^L It receives annually within its 
capacious walls, eight thousand men and hx thousand womeo 
We passed throagh no less than thirty-eight halls, qtacious 
and well ventilated, in which were fifteen hundred and 
twenty-six beds. The atmoat cleanliness and oomfort pre- 
viuled throughout. This immense establishment was founded 
in 1587, by Philip II., . and cost an annual sum of one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. The eiok and 
destitute find there not only the best medical assistance and 
medicines, but the best and most wholesome food, admirable 
both as to quality imd quantity. The daily ration consists 
of sixteen ounces of bread, twelve of meat, a pint of wine, 
an ounce and a half of garbanzos (beans), and an ounce of 
bacon. When the doctor orders it, eggs and chocolate are 
^ven, and in extraordinary cases, more delicate meat, more 
generous wine, potatoes and other vegetables. 

Besidea bung visited morning and evening by the best 
Tphyaicians and surgeons of Madrid, the patients are care- 
fully attended by Infirmarians, by the Brothers of the 
I " Congregation of the Cross," and by the devoted Sisters of 
i Charity ; and also receive constant visits from the members 
r of other female corporations. Eleven chaplains are attached 
J to the service of the ho^itaL Want and holplessness could 
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not in«et widi mora aondiuiiui attention, or more imeeui^ 
ears. There is aiao a part of this Tut bnilding Mt aside 
fw the reoq>tion of peraoiu of a lii^er elan, who b; the 
payment of from six to ten reals a day, are more earefnlljr 
waited on and attended to than the; oonld be in their own 
honsGS. • 

" Dickena," said my oompanion, who baring spent toi or 
fifteen years in London, speaks Engliah like a natire, "ooght 
to Tisit our hospitals, and if he were to write npon the 
subject of cb>ritable instilaitions in this country, his able 
pen wonld prore^^t all the liberality and charity of a gen- 
erona nation, cannot make np for the absenoe of the trne 
spirit of diarity. stuch is alone to be found in Catholic 
countries— and that hired nurses, however reepectaUe, even 
thongiL' there shonld be no Mrs. Gampa amongst them, will 
never equal the Sisters of Charity either in care or skill ; 
will never possess the heaven-bom devotedness of those who 
look for no reward upon earth." 

The following day we visited several other establish- 
ments ; and I have now devoted a whole week to this investi- 
gation, for whieb I expect a long letter of approbation from 
my mother, for whose sake I begun it, though I have ended 
by becoming deeply interested in the subject mysel£ A 
volume, however, would scarcely suffice to give a detailed 
account of the whole; and you must be satlBfied for the 
present, with the dryest possible list of the principal hospi- 
tals After the general hospital, I may mention the mil- 
itary hospital, where from six to seven thousand soldiers 
are received annually. This magnificent building was opened 
in 1841 for the use of the troops; bat was originally foonded 
by Philip v., as a seminary for the sons of the nobility. 
It stands near the gate of San Bernardino, and may be re- 
gvded an a model for establishments of this nature. It 
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contains twenty-fear apaoions &nd well-ventilkted roonu for 
the patients, witb Is^ halls for anatomioal disBeotians, for 
clothes, medicines, &c., and a niperb chapeL Nothing can 
exceed the oteanlinOBs and order which reigns thronghont 
the wbole bnilding; in the long galleries, in the large halls, 
offices, ani^ependenciea. 

Then there is the hospital of San Jaan de Dies, imder 
the direction of the Brothers of that order, founded by the 
venerable Anton Martin, for the reception of persons at- 
tacked by contagions maladies, cntaneona diseases, &c. It 
contains ten halls, two hundred and fifty-three beds, and re- 
ceives at the rate of fifteen hnndrcd patients annually. It 
is zealously attended by the members of the Brotherhood, 
and for its interior government, is provided with a director, 
two chaplains, physicians, infirmarians, and numerous de- 
pendents, the whole supported by the provincial Junia d« 
Beruijicencia. The church attached to this hospital, is rich 
in sculpture and paintings, adorned with the rarest marbles, 
and with frescos by the best masters. Amougst the finest 
pieces of sculpture are an Ecce Homo; the scourging of Onr 
Saviour; Oar Lord carrying the Cross, and San Juan de 
Dios supporting a sick man, all works of Don Pedro Her- 
moao. There is also a fine Saint Lazarus over the altar, the 
work of an artist named Contreras, and several other re- 
markable paintings on sacred subjects by native artists, 
beudes one by Giordani. 

Another hospital worthy of notice is that of Incnrablec 
for Women, founded in 1803 by the Countess of Lerena, 
under the patronage of Charles IT., in the street of the 
Conde Duque, since transferred to the college of Monte 
Rey, granted to them by the present queen. It is a beauti- 
ful institution, destined for women inflicted wiUi incurable 
maladies, or impotent from nervous or theamatio pains, 
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|«raI>WB, or old age. It is under the diraetioa of tiM Sis- 
tera of Ghkrity, and oontains at present one hnndrad mhI 
nine patienta. A simUu institatioD, bat for nule patienti^ 
is the lio^ital of Onr Lad; of Mount Cmrmel, whieh oon- 
tains aooconmodation for upwards of two hondred persons, 
and ia also nnder the direction of the Sisters of Charity. 
Both tiiese hotpitals dqvend upon the Jitnta d» Bmeji- 
esncia. 

I come now to the hoq)ital of the Busn Suceso, situated 
in the Poerta del Sol Pawing with great diffienlty tliron^ 
the gronpa of loongere, the venders of wares, orange and 
chestnut eellers, sturdy Gallician porters, and atbleUo Astn- 
ri&n water-carriers, gay equipages, horsemen, and soldiers, 
we made our way up to this hospital, founded in 1489, by 
the Catholic monarchs, Ferdinand and Tsabella, for tiie relief 
of servMits and dependants of the royal household. Be«des 
these, all wonnded men who bring an order from the aathor- 
itiea, are admitted there, and after being partially cured, are 
transported to the general hospitaL Medical assistance and 
advice are also given daily, at eleven o'clock, to all poor and 
uek persons who present tbemselves at the hospital, and 
medicines suited to their variona infirmitiea distributed 
amongst them gratis. 

The hospital of St. Peter was founded in 1619, for the 
relief of poor priests, and is supported by the venerable con- 
gregation of Presbyters, natives of Madrid, who founded it 
at their own expense. One interesting circumstance con- 
nected with it, is worthy of record. The head chaplains of 
the hospital, at one time, were Lope de Yega and Calderoa 
de la Barca. There is also the hospital of St. Patrick for 
the Irish. It appears that when, in the seventeenth century, 
the Catholic clergy of Ireland were forced to emigrate, on 
sooount of the civil and religious wars of which that kingr 
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dom wu the the&tre, and sought proteotion and Mjlom m 
Ibreign oountries,, many took retage in Spain, and reoeired a 
hospitable reception in Madrid, whence the origin of thin 
eetabliBhment. 

We Tisited the hospital of Onr Lady of MontseTrat, 
founded in 1616 for the ArragoneBO, a fino bnilding irith a 
handsome church ; that of the Italians, established in 1698, 
for the poor natives of Italy, whose church is remarkable 
for its elegance and simplicity ; and that of the Flemish, 
foouded in 1606, for the relief of poor pilgrims &om Flan- 
ders and the Low Countries. We went through the ho^ital 
de la Latina, founded in 1507 by DoHa Beatrice Galindo, 
Buroamed the Latina, and her husband, General Franoisoo 
Bamirei; now nnited to the conrent of Franciscan nuns. 
This DoHa Beatrice, celebrated for her piety and learning, 
was mistress of the robes and instmctress of Isabella the 
Catholic, and sumamed la Latino, on aeoonnt of her hav- 
ing taught that language to the queen. Her hnsband, secre- 
tary to the Catholic monarehs, and also general of artillery, 
lost his life is fighting against the Moors. The tombs of 
Beatrice and Bamiree are still to be seen, in the fine old 
diurcb beloD^ng to the convent of La Conoepcion 6er6&l- 
mo, of which la Laiina was also the foundress. 

The hospital of San Luis was founded in 1615 by Dos 
Enrique Saurean, chaplain of Philip III., for the relief of 
destitute Frenchmen ; that of the tiiird order of St. Fraiuna 
of Assisdum in 1678, for infirm laymen of the order. It is 
a large and handsome building, and contains apartments for 
the sick and infirm of both sexes, with one hall espeoi^y 
dedicated to consumptive patients. 

The hospital of Bnena Dicha (good fortune) was founded 
in 1594, by Father Yillosbada, abbot of St. Martin's monas- 
tery, for the relief of twelve enfermos vergonzanUt, as they 
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»e called ; tliat ia, pemns iriiOM poahion in life wtlaa Umb 
•diuned to beg, while tkey an too infim to labor. STtrj 
infinnitf, erery daaa of nnfortoiuite boinga, aeem to hxn 
boen taken into oonndention. 

Tbere is Ibe hospital of aeton of Oar Lady of La No> 
Tena, for die aopport of the infirm and deatitnte among the 
sens of Theapia ; and that of St Catharine do loe Dcnadoa, 
the moat antnent in Madrid, ftninded in 1440 by Don Pedro 
Feraandei de Lorea, fbr the nuunlenanoe of twelve deatitftto 
bat respectable men, whose adraooed age prerenta them froBi 
gaining their lirelihood. A. tradition exists here Uiat Uie 
emperor GharUs T. was lodged in (his honae, m the oooa- 
aion of one of his nsits to Madrid. 

The hospital of San Fenain de los Navarroa, belon^ng to 
the society of the Navarrese, is dtnated in the Frado, and 
was fonnded in 1684. The ohorch contains some good pieces 
of scnlptnre. 

I shall oonclnde for the present with the hospital of San 
Antonio, commonly called of the Portugutae, becaoM in- 
tended at its foondation for the poor natives of that kin^ 
dom, hot which, since the separation of Spain and Fortngal, 
has been devoted to the support of poor Germans, and ia 
onder the charge of the brotherhood of the Rgfugio. Th« 
ehorch united to this hospital, and to a school for girla, aW 
ander the direction of this brotherhood, is one of the most 
beantijiil in Madrid. It is of an elliptio fbrm, the walls and 
roof entirely covered with fresco paintings, by Lucca Gior- 
dano, Biooi, and GarreKo. The religious ceremonies are 
oondocted here with an extraordinary degree of pomp and 
solemnity. The members of the " Hermaadad " belong in 
general to the first families in Madrid. When the sua pours 
its rich glow upon these paintings, and the sweet voices of 
the young girls resound in ths choir, the effect is both grand 
and soothing. 
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So mach for tiie prindpal hoepitab; but as for the olJter 
. obaritable eBtablisIuneiita — the brotherhoods, liospicioi, aaj- 
lamB, ooUeges — the mere enumeration of them wotdd be 
entirely beyond the limits of a letter. NererthelesB, I shall 
attempt to give yon some aooonat of them at a future period. 
I shall reserre it for another rainy day-~for, strange to say, 
the sky is olondy and the rain pouring in torrents, to whioh 
circumstance you owe the above rather long narrative. 

I most however, before eonduding, say one word of those 
admirable institntiona, called the "^ Archicofradias sacra- 
meniaUa," whose origin datee back to the most remote an- 
tiquity. Upwards oltwo hundred of these^religions asaocia- 
tions exist in Madrid, under the names of Hermandades, 
Cofradias, Esdavitudes, and Congregaeiones. Some are 
devoted entirely to the adoration of some holy mystery; 
others add to religious exercises, the most extensive and 
beneficent charity. Amongst the last are the Brotherhoods 
of Jtefuge — Peace and Charity — Bope — Ave-Maria, the 
Third Order, &c. One called the " Primitive Congregation 
for the Lighting and continual Watching of tlie Holy Sacrv 
ment," was founded by Charles IV., and Maria Louisa, 
Another for the guardianship and prayer of the Holy Sacra- 
ment " during the jubilee of " the Forty Hours," contains 
more than sixty thousand members, who watch by tarns day 
and night before the "Santisimo." The principal person- 
ages in Madrid belong to these associations. Then there is 
the " Congregation of the slaves of the Most Holy Sacra- 
ment; " in whose ancient registers may be seen the names of 
the most illastrions nobles and literary men of the reign of 
Philip IV. Many are especially devoted to the veneration 
of the Blessed Virgin. One especially called " the Court of 
Hary," oonttdning several thousand members, ia eatabliahed 
in the spacious Church of St. Thomas, where the moat spies- 
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did rdigioaB oeremanies an celebrated, espeeuU; in the 
mmth of Ha J. 

There are also many profeMional societies, under the 
gaardianalup of different patron Saints; that of Advoeatet, 
dedicated to Onr Lady (rf the Aasnnqition; that of j^Aytt- 
eiana, to St. Corano and St. Danrian; that otArehiUett, to 
Oar Lad; of Belen ; that of Gddtmitht^ to St. Eloy, &o. && 
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e^pe — Theatre ^Zjjx ds Viga — (Sum! A . 

Time passea here swiftly. Between diplomatic dnties, terto- 
lias, dimierB, the Ctudno, the opera, the theatres, rides in the 
Frado or in the ooontry, I find the days too short, even 
while oatting off, as every one does, • respectable portion of 
the night. I have been spending most of my leisore time 
in the Museo, of which some day I must endeavor to give 
yoa an acconnt, bat it is difficult by any description to do jus- 
tice to a gallery, which I firmly believe to be oneqaalled in 
Europe. One of the most amuBing little theatres here is the 
Cireo, formerly destined for a eiroos, aa its name imports, 
under the direction of a Frenoh company, Messrs. Paul, 
Avrillon and others, afterwards dedicated to the Italian opera, 
and now devoted to a new epedee of entertainment, a kind of 
Spanish opera eomiqtte, la zarzvda as it is called. It is of 
an inconvenient form, especially for the oeonpants of the 
boxes ; but the mufflo is light and pretty, the performance 
generally good, and it enjoys high favor with the Spanish 
public. La Jtamirez, a pretty little actress, with a charm- 
ing voioe, ia a great favorite. Her execution of Spanish 
songs tepeeuilj, is perfect. Within a few scats of me, in 
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the |Ht, wUeh u naiial in Spuddi theatres is fanudi«d vith 
hutdsome relvet duira, I winumL mmiMj otMarre Hsr- 
tinei de la Eom, ex-minister of aUte Hid ex-ambaandor in 
Puio, Trho has perhqiB retained the greatot muibar ef 
fhends, and who has the fewest eBemiai of any poUie man 
linng. Ami^le, kind-hearted and agreeable, he aeemi en- 
dowed with a kind of perpetnal Tonth ; and ei|)eeiallf is the 
genetal favorite ot h beau tare. It is supposed that be will 
be named president of the Chamber of Depnties in the i^ 
proacbing session of Cortes, hariiig abead; held in soooe^ 
sion almost every great appointment nnder the crown ; nerer 
oeasing to be a poet, in the midst of his most ardnons politi- 
cal dntiefl as a statesman. 

The zartvda last night was Dvn Simon, a laughable ftroe 
exeoated with great spirit The song by one of Uie princi- 
pal performers, " Soy la nata y far dd amor " (I am the 
eroMO and flower of lore), was voeiferonsly applauded and 
tnoored; yet strange to say, I think the Spaniards are, gen- 
erally speaking, rather oold as an andienee, or perhaps I 
■boold say, oritioaL Their taste for mnno is so great, and 
their judgment so correct, that they will not endnre a mid- 
dling singer. The galleries as nsoal were crowded with the 
men of the jacket and Spanish hat, with their families; and 
I am told that many pass their erenings there from calcula- 
tion as well as for amnsement ; finding that it costs them 
less to sit in a well-lifted theatre, and hear good music, 
tiiaa to lig^ their hraaerot and lamps at home. A seat in 
the gallery costs three reals, a butaea or cluur in the pit, 
ten. The house, which is crowded nightly, is capable of oon- 
tuning sixteen hundred persons. 

The TeatfO del Prinoipe is in another style. It is 
large, and handsomely decorated, and all the beet modern 
plays of the Spanish school are performed there. The prin- 
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oipal BolreflB 1a Hidrid, or la Teodora as she ia generalljr 
called, is deaerredly a great favorite. I saw her the other 
night in a pUy taken from Adrienne le GouTreur, a system 
o! adapting firom the French, much nsed here. A new 
piece oomea out in Paris. Bubi, and other celebrated 
Sp&niBh dramaUc writers, will not ran the risk of trana- 
lating it, bnt they adapt the story to the Spanish st^e, 
with a change of names, scenery and places. This has been 
done with the " fils de famille," and many others which I 
have recognized aa familiar friends in Spanish attire. La 
Teodora has a aingalarly sweet, and on the stage, a beanti- 
fiil countenance ; a remarkable combination of dignity and 
tenderness in her expression, and that chief qoalifieation fitr 
an actress, a soft and melodious voice. She ^teaks low, yet 
every word is distinctly heard. She is s^d to have made 
Rachel her study and model, hut she does not recall that 
phenomenon to my mind. The other performers are all 
good in their way, particularly Arjona ; but I did not ob- 
BCTve one who was not above mediocrity. 

The Ynfante Don Francisco occnpied one of the boxes, a 
plain, good-natured looking man, with a most inexpressive 
phy«ognomy. Scandal says that he is about to be married to 
a woman of low birth and doubtful character, known as La 
Teresa Redonda, who was pointed out to me in one of 
the boxes; a handsome face and fine figure, very richly 
dressed, with a bold Mcmda expression and air. Sbe was 
in a box not &r from the Yn&nte's, whose back however was 
turned to her during the whole performance. 

The Theatre of Lope de Vega, has the advantage of pos- 
Eessing the two brothers Bomea, both excellcDt actors. In 
this theatre are given the best plays of Lope de Vega, Mora- 
tin, Oalderon de la Baroa, and other great Spanish dramatio 
writers. It may therefore be oonsidered more national than 
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the Principe; wbile, for b coireot l ep rMe nta rtioB of the 
Bstionkl miimerg of th« day, the nuumera of the people m 
tfaej noirue in Madrid, there is nothing hke the Ciroo. 

I mccompuiied Count A , yesterday, on % visit to the 

Tnfiuite, Don Francisco, at his palace of San Juan, near the 
Betiro. The p&lace is merely a large oonntrj-hoDse, soeh as 
xoi^t be suitable for the residence of a prirate gentleman. 
It has pretty gardens, with as fine trees and flovers as the 
arid soil round Madrid can produce. Very little oeremony— 
a few liveried serrante and an officer on guard in the anta- 
room. The Ynfante received us very kindly, made us rit 
down, and talked a great deal, chiefly upon music and theatri- 
eals. His daughters do not reside with him ; they have 
apartments in the palace. The only good picture which I 
h»ve yet seen of the queen, hangs in the drawing-room. It 
i» the work of Madiaio. She is dressed in a momiDg gown 
of green silk, with her child upon her knee. There ia also a 
good portrait of the king, by the same artist 
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Dinner altlte EngUA LegMion^Dm /uoi ,—Bii Vimitg~Hii Duoaa^ibre 

— EiiExcute — TheQautumofBeSj/iouiTlileraiua — ThtTimaaadEnglidi 
Policy — The Spmiih People, Portia, and PoStia — Rigoletto — Femaie Eate 
imd Grace — Spaniih I»bom FttStmea. 

OotDlHT. 

Dined at the English Legation, * handsome, well-famished 
hoDM — the dinner good, the company agreeable. All the 
cabinet ministers and their ladies were there. Lord H 
very pleasant. He has been, and indeed still is, a remark^ 
ably handsome man, known in former days io Paris, m"1« 

beau C c-" He is extremely tall, with a fine fignre, 

partionlarly well coniervi. After dinner, while the ladies 
took coffee in the drawbg-room, we adjoomed to his lord- 
ship's cabinet to smoke oigara. 

I think I have never mentioned to yon. a certiun Bon 
Jnan— — ,wlio, as our Legation does not occnpy the whole of 
this honse, which is very large, bat only the rei-de-chautsft 
and the first floor, has taken an apartment on the seooad floor, 
and whom we frequently see in the ChancdUrie. He is a 
young man of respectable fiunily, of tolerable abilities, and 
good natnred in his way, bat who has the misfortane to con- 
sider himself a beauty. He is a large, rather clomsily-bailt 
man, certainly handsome, though, perhaps, not of the most 
distinguished style of good looks. He was at one timA 
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■eoretaiy vt L«gatioD in Beriin, wd is now li«r« upon eon^ 
He U eztranelj inxiiKui to dtrtingniah hhnaelf in some mj, 
chiefly in [rabUc qieiling, for wMdi he thinks he hu a pecn- 
liu turn. When Tery young, be wu taken np by the 

Hanjuesa de and other tunaUnira of her deaoription, 

and Ilia present mania ia, that every woman idio aeea kim 
fidls in lore with him right away, as the American attache 
in Berlin need to say. He dined at the Legation yesterday, 
and lud down the law in culinary matters, giving various 
jneoee <£ information to the minister which were neither new 
nor instinctive. After dinner he took me into his oonfidenoe, 
showed me a miniature, a piece of hair in a locket, the 
addresses of serersl letters in female hands, with a ohanning 
naivety astonisbing in a man of his years. " My great diffi- 
culty," said he, " is when I meet them together. Ton ean't 
imagine, my dear fellow, how much diplomacy it costs me. 
To the marqnesa I shall ever feel grstefnl ; but she is past 
thirty, and that charming litde Hariqnita is in the very bloom 
of yonth. I have not told yon their names. Pray do not 
infflst upon it. Bnt I fosr yon will soon discover them, for 
yon will observe their eyes constantly following me from 
difierent quarters of the ball-room, or at the theatre, or pass* 
ing in the Prado. By the way, did you observe that lovely 
girl with fur hair walking in the Salon yesterday f As I 
passed, she made me an almost imperceptible sign with her 
&a while her mother happened to be looking in another direc- 
tion. I followed them into a shop to-day, and she gave me 
sncbaglancel What a bewildering place this Madrid ist 
For these kind of adventures and for politics, it is almost 
impossible to stifBce. But you, with yonr quiet, demure face, 
let me hear a few of your adventures." I assured my friend 
I was not so fortunate as he. " Perhaps not," said he gravely. 
" I have so much feeling myself, that I think it exercises a 
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kind <^ msgiMtic inflnenoe npon othera. I ma; oeue to 
adore a Troman, bnl I never oeaee to lore her. I write her 
an honorable letter, telling her that another has fascinated 
me, but will ueTor obliterate her from m; remembrance, and 
we always remain good friendB, thongh a abade of Badoeea 
marks our interoonrse from that period. I consider her as 
an elder sister, or a young mother." " That most be veiy 
interesting, but bard for her, I think." " Not at all; women 
are strange creatures. I know them thoroughly, and Mev^e 

was deceived in one." "Never?" said M , who had 

dined with us, and who appeared to be asleep on a divan near 
the window. " What was tbat story of the Itslifm singer in 
Turin, and — of the English Legation?" "Ohl that," said 
Don Juan, growing very red, " was a ridicaloos affair. Sha 
was a mere coquette, not worth a tbongbt. But. my deu 
friends, I must leave you. I have a little rendezvoiu to- 
night, political I assure you, though M looks so knowing. 

Au revoir I " "I thought I should drive him away," said 

M , laughing. " That man nae no Spanish blood in him; 

he is an exceptional oharaoter. If he were only aoraungt 
but he is snob a terrible bore 1 " 

I should not have troubled you wTth this long acconnt of 
Don Juan, but for an amusing incident which ocoorred last 

evening at Lord H 's after dinner, of which he was the 

discomfited hero. He was there in all the glories of a pale 
blue waistcoat, opal studs, and a most reckercM toilette, 
fie had been seated at dinner next the beautiful Marqntsa 
de 9 , and appeared to be in a state of intense excite- 
ment. When we had got into the cabinet, be took me aside 
with a mysterious air, and showed me a small comer of a lace 
handkerchief protruding from his waistcoat pocket. " Do 
you know whose this is?" said he. I professed my igno- 
raooe. "I>id you not observe me at dinner? I flatter 
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mjBtU I did not prove tt mj dMagroMble onipaaion. To« 

knoir I took Iier in to table. I told bar alie lookod diviadf . 
The marqTHB was joet behind ob. She said nothing, bat yon 
riioald have seen ber expreaion I What eyes that woman 
has!" "And the bsndkendiief ?" "Ahl my dear friend, 
I most be discreet ; bnt it was easy to draw it from the van- 
nsting band which rested oonfidin^y on my arm. It shall 
never leaTemebnt withlifel" "Egregious ooxoombl" was 
my mental ejaonlation. " Gonieea that you are a little enTioos, 
my dear fellow," said the bore, following me as I made my 
retreat to the drawing-room. Just Uien we observed a slight 
movement amongst the gneets. " Pray do not trouble yooi^ 
self," said the marqness, " only I hare dropped my handker> 
ehief. I believe I have left it in the dining-room." I looked 
at Don Jnan, wboee ftce was in a blaie. The master of the 
honse despatched a serrant to look for the misnng handkei<- 
chief. Several gentlemen volnnteered their servioes, bnt 
returned, saying it was not to be found. All the onshiona 
were tamed over ; all tlie sofas Bearohed in vain. The mar- 
queaa waa shocked at giving so mntdi trouble, yet seemed 

annoyed. Lord H iueieted upon going himself, when 

Don Juan, who bad been looking the picture of uneasiness, 
tosbed off, and in a few minuteB returned, looking very red 
and displaying the handkerchief " Where did you find it ?" 
Bald several voices. "In the ante-room." "A thousand 
thanks," eaid the marquesa. " I am glad you found it, u it 
bas a aurioua value attached to it" Every one admired the 
curiouB old point and rich embroidery of the handkerchief 
" That IB not its chief value," Baid the marquesa. " It was 
given to my grandmother many years ago, when she was a 
young bride at the French court, by Marie Antoinette her* 
Bolf. You see it haa the crown of France with the fleur-de- 
lis embroidered on it, and the initiab of the poor queen. My 
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Bodier gm h me m » prodooa ralie, and I Mldom eiarj it. 
In fdton I mtut be more earefoL" 

I WM nudioiooB enough to look »t the disoomfited Don 
Jiun, who had the hardihood to whisper — " All this ia % mere 

ntM. She nw me speakiiig to Mm& G after dinner, 

and was jealous ; and besides, npon refleotion, she perhaps 
feared the fate of Desdemona. But I have promised to lo(& 
in upon the little Gonntess de V in her opera-box to- 
night, BO adios I " " Now there goes one of the pests of 

sotriety," sud the Harqois de C , as we were walking 

together towards the theatre. " Lockily, he has been dis- 
oovered to-ni^t. He had already shown that handkerchief 

to M and to me j he wonld hare shown it in the same 

way at the Ga«no. Althongh known and landed at, yet 
some few would have been galled by hia absurd ranit; ; and 
the poor marquesa, agunst whom scandal has never breathed 
& word up to this hour, would haye been supposed to &Tor 
tiiis most insufferable blockheadi" 

" We hare had a pleasant party," said I^ " Lord H 

and the cabinet appear to be on the most harmonious terms." 
My friend shook his head. " AU seeming," stud he, " at least 
on bis side. They are at present upon the vexed question of 
the Protest«nt cemetery." " I Ihongfat that question had been 
settled." " To a oertiun extent; that is, the Protestants are 
pemutted to have a cemetery extra-muroi, surrounded by a 
wall, but without religious prooesraons, church, or ceremonies, 
beyond the mere reading of the burial-service. The TiTnei 
calls Calderon de la Baroa a second Torquetnada, in conse- 
Quenoe. But, in the first place, there are no religious pro- 
jjessioQS at Protestant Ainerals; there are only more or lees 
boaches. In the next place, it is the law of the land, which 
fs opposed to religions toleration. Considering, then, that 
this reeerratiou is made in a eonntiy whieh does not admit the 
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kw affects meraly a few fordgimB, g«oarally tranaUwy, nl> 
dom readent, and appftrenti; rery indiSennt, UDOe M yet 
they hare not eren bnilt the wall lODsd their oemetery; 
whei-eas, in England, where nnivenal toleratiMk u nqipoaod 
to be exercised, miUions of faithfol Babjeota of the queco, 
bekinging to the oldest and most loyal ftmilies, are not 
permitted to carry tbeir dead to die grave with Catholie 
prooeaaioiis or ceremoniee — it mast be admitted that all thk 
Titnperatiou against Spuiish bigot^ is equally abmrd and 
imJDst." 

" But between England and Spfun, it is the &ble of tlia 
wolf and the lamb acted ont from one year's end to another. 
The English minister will pay court to the moderado cabinet, 
from policy ; bat no tme cordiality can exist between tiiem. 
The Timet will continne to write offensive articles against 
the queen, with the taao of an offended sense of virtue and 
morality, for which its unworthy agent here is well paid— « 
coarse of policy utterly unworthy of a great natioa. The 
f^ipoution party will be privately but powerfdlly encouraged ; 
and no pains q)ared to bring about the return of Espartero 
and the liberal party, no matter at what expense of blood 
and treMore, 1« this country. And, unfortunately, many of 
the aristocracy themselves unwittingly play into the hands 
of their enemies. It is the old story of the French reroln- 
tion. The abnaejif the queen came at first from the hij^iOT 
fllasse9,_^t was caught op by the vulgar; and when the 
pahlic passions were let loose the nobles found tbemselyes 
the first victims, and could no longer stay the tempest they 
had themselves undesignedly uded in rusing. 

" Here the grandees will oppose the ministry because the 
Connt of San Lnis has raised himself to his present poution, 
ud they are aimoyed to flrid a man of yesterday at the head 
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of tbe goTenunflnt Tbo Oondus irill oppoM tbft minifitcdrS} 
beoMimthemimBtenamiottheCoiiohas. Ton vill hear s<Hae- 
thiug worth liateniiig to when the Cortes opens, if I am oot 
mistaken." " Ton expect, then, a violent opponition to the 
goTemment aod the defeat of the ministry? Upon what 
qneation?" "Upon the first that is disonssed, whatever it 
maj be. I expect a violent oppoeitios, thongh bj no means 
sure that the ministers will be in the minori^." "Bnt, 
generally spealdng," said I, " tlie aristoonu^ qipear to inlw- 
fere very little in potitios." 

" There are three classea here," sud the marquis, "very 

distinct in character. Tbe grandees of Spain, from pride or 

indifference, seldom take any prominent part in public affitirs. 

They are, as you must have observed, the most agreeaUs, 

refined, and gentlemanlike men in their manners imaginable. 

There is no mistaking the pur tang, noble birth, and high 

spirit of the race. But their talents have lain dormant for 

generations. Their lives pass in the atmosphere of the court, 

and whatever nator&l gifts they possess grow msty from 

want of use. /The second class, tbe young men who have 

/ tikeir fortnnes to make, the editors of newspapers, those who 

/ come from tbe provinces, those who fill nearly all the posts 

' at the bar, tbe magistraoy, &c. ; those who compose the prin- 

. oipal part of the deputies ; they possess the talent, the energy, 

\ die ambition which the others lack. They are less high- 

\ minded, less chivalrous in their feelings, less fastidious ; but 

' &ey are more daring, energetic, and active, and th^ work 

the secret springe of every popular movement. The people 

of Spain are tbe finest in the world. Bold, independent, 

honorable, they only require the long oontinoance of a good 

government to devetope all their noble qualities. Bnt they 

are crednlons and easily led ; and in every revolution whio£* 

baa lutberto taken place, they have been mere machines io 
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Aa lusdB «tf anlMtioiu uid dengoing men. But I Iteir tbe 
dionu of %e~duibeTB m uigoleHol 

" Tatto t gioja, tatto i [uU 
TattoinriUrikgoderl" 

Let na aec^ the inritatioB, opeoially m oat oigmrs we 

The tiiestre was nnostislly brilluuit Ust night; the 
(^n Bigoktto. Ever; one kuowB the horrid plot. Ia 
Baaaeggio sang beantifblly, bnt cannot compete with la Gaa- 
lamga, either aa actreaa or singer. The part of Bigoletto 
by Varesai, waa well performed. He is an exoellent aotor, 
hut has nearly lost his roice. The theatre was crowded np 
to the highest gallery, and more brilliantly illuminated than 
nsoal, owing to the expected attendance of the qneen. She . 
came in ahont ten o'clock. The oroheatra Btnick np the 
Boyal March. She came forward and oortaied to the andi- 
ence, every one standing of ooorse. She looked better than 
I hare erer seen her, dreased in white satin, with pink 
flowers. No one accompanied her bnt the king and tb« 
nustresa of the robes. Some of the cabinet miuisten went 
np to pay their respects to her majesty. 

The mnsic of Bigoletto has already beoome popnlar to 
tite extent of being [dayed by every hand-organ, and mug 
by ev«y little jetBWM in Madrid. "La Donna £ Mobile" it 
played by the military bands, hummed by the ioongers at 
the Pnerta del Sol, whistled by porters and cabmen ; in &ot, 
the very air seems impregnated with it Verdi might walk 
triomphantly throogh Madrid, perpetually serenaded by his 
own mnuo. At the scene of the sack, I observed many 
people rise and leave their boxes, and even half the pit was 

deserted. " How absurd," said M ; " these people would 

not leave the j)2(ua (it «oros till the last boll was killed, and 
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Um last bone gored; and dow th^ owmot b«T to look at 
la Buaeggio in a sack, thon^ they Imon tiiat Hbe is going 
borne to ropper in half an Hoar ; and hnngrj she has a right 
to be, after all sbe baa gone tbrongb this night" 

Went witiii M to eee Madrazo'e studio. He is a 

clever artist, and bas one great merit. He keeps cloeely to 
the likeneee, yet poetizM the indiTidoaL Saw a lovely 
portrait of a Habana girl in a hall-dresB. If aa like tiie 
original as they say it is, I rejoice for my peace of mind that 

she is not here. M says her voice is even more perfect 

than her face, and that she maile a furor here a few yean 
ago. There is also a fine picture of the Dacbeas of Medina- 
Cceli, and another of the Gonutess of Vitohes, the latter 
very lovely. The daoheas is repreeented iu a superb Anda- 
Ituian dreiB, which exactly snita her style. They Bay she 
eent a magnificent one as a present to the qneeu, who re- 
tnmed her a pamre of diamonds. 

All the MadrazoB are men of talents, bom artists. A 
brother of the painter is a poet of great merit, and unlike 
the generality of his brethreo, looks like one. 

I eonld not help remarking the other evening, on coming 

from a tertnlia at the Marqnesa de TA s, that in Madrid, 

from the queen downwards, I have not yet met an affected 
woman. This perfect simplicity of manner is, in my opin- 
ion, one of the first things that strikes a stranger on bis 
introdnotion to society here. Afiectation seems a quality 
ignored by the Spanish race, minauderie unknown, and 
what is called gtviog one's self airs, a thing unheard of. 

Count A who has lived many years in this country, 

oonfirmed my opinion. " It is certain," said be, " that the 
first duohess iu Spain, however young, beautiful and el^ant, 
is as ilmple in her manners as the wife of the poorest shop- 
ke^fter. She is never a&aid of letting herself down, or of 
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being too oondeaoendbig in g«nenl wMMtj. Lstelj, at 
istber a mixed gxthering at th« GonntoH of ■, whkli 

the wit^ Marqnem de remarked, was like tlie Prado 

with a roof upon it, I oboerred the old DnoheM of 8 , 

oertsinl^ oae of the most distingnifllied ladiea in Madrid, 
aoeidentall; seated beside a peculiarly disagreeable, and for 
a Bpaniard, very vnlgar man; of low fitmily, and whom 
whe did not know ; yet apon being addreaaed by htm with 
some commonplace remark, reply with the greatest polite 
neflB, and oontinoe to oonTerse with him, precisely as if ha 
had been one of Hie first hidalgos of the land. 

" Bat indeed I have never seen rudeness shown to any 
one. If snob a manner were to be adopted by an individual 
of tha highest, towards oae of a secondary class, it would 
appear to him merely absurd. Whatever the distinotioni 
of rank, there ia perfect independence in all classes. You 
will see the young ladiee of the fomily wish the porter good 
morning as th^ step into their oaniage, and the porter is 
not a bit the more familiar, because as he takes off his hat, 
he says, " Vat/an Vds. con Dios." This cordial manner never 
begets familiarity on the part of serranta or dependents. I 
am aware that it conld not be practised in other countries, 
in the relative poeition of master and servant; but it is a 
pleasant Hung to see, and speaks well for bodi parties. 
Moreover, the result of it ia, that in limes of danger and 
trouble, unfortunately too frequent in this country, these 
servants have constantly proved their nnahaken fidelity, 
their readiness to lay down their livee for any member of 
the family in whose service they have lived. 

Here, there is dignity without haughtiness, a desire to 
please, without affectation, beudes that cordiality and kindness 
which in society puts every one at his ease. In my opinion, 
tihere ia no oountry in the world which might not take lessons in 
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mannen from Spain ; and I tnut it will be tbt; long before 
forai^ EuhionB u« introdnoed ia this partioolar. 

" Moreover," continued the count, " It is a fact iduoh no 
one acquainted with this country will contest, th&t as affecta- 
tion is unkoown, so, generally speaking, is vulgarity ; but 
the latter is no doubt, in a great measure, the result of the 
former. Vulgarity is generally produced by an attempt to 
seem what we are not. A plain former does not strike na 
as being vulgar, but his fine lady daughters, who murder 
StrauBs's waltses on the piano, are offensiTely so. A min- 
cing femme-de-obambre, who wears the oast-off dressea, and 
^les the manners of her mistress, is vulgar; not so the 
peasant girl who carries her vegetables to market The 
lower classes in this country, as you will find when yon have 
an opportunity of travelling, are quite ae independent as 
the highest grandees, and are neither vulgar nor servile. 
There seems au inborn coarte^ in the Spaniard ; a perfect 
appreciation of what is due both to himself and to others. 
He is never shy or embarrassed, yet is never insolent. This 
simplicity of manner in all classes, has to me a peculiar 
diarm. It aeems to proceed &oin real kindness of heart. 
In &is alone they are republicans, since th^ undoubtedly 
aet upon the conviction that all men are brothers, and eqnt^ 
in the sight of Heaven. The great difficulty in other cooi^ 
tries is, that the lower classes would presume upon the 
fiuuiliarity of the higher, of which here there is no danger. 

" I have been amused at seeing how little sympathy a 
fine lady from London or Paris has met with in Mad- 
rid. These grandee dames, who gave themselves airs, oo 
doubt expected to impress the world with a sense of dieir 
grandeur; but no one understood them, and they were con* 
ndered stupid or silly. Whatever pride of Urtii may lurk 
in the hearts of the sangra axul in Spun, it is certainly 
never offrasively displayed." 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Puhnctua — CiariiaiU AuftlHtioM, Aov namogti — BapUal ofSai Fimmdo— 
CoBege of the UnprUeiitd — FaundSag ffogrilal—Sfmdiemt Aijfiim — 
CoOtge far Orjiim Girb—Ca^ralmats if Rffiigt md Pilg-—Olia- Bf 
pitali and A^/lami. 

The WAftther here seenu to have no jttrte miHtu ; it ia either 
bohb; and dry (this is its normal state apparently), or it 
raioB without ceasing, as it does at present. Nothiog ii 
spoken of bnt the approaching opening of the Cortes. The 
Marqnis of VHnma, now ambassador in Paris, will, it is 
Mipposed, be chosen president of the Senate^ He will look 
ika thing at all erente. Tall, dignified, and imposing, he 
seeme to have been intended by nature to perform the part 
of a grare ambassador, a dignified- lord in waiting ; to have 
bees destined, in ibort, for what he is. 

Meanwhile, if I have not come to the end of all th« 
eharitable and beneficent instilatioss in Madrid, it is not 
that I have felt tndiSerent to the int»est which mj mother 
express^ in her last letter to hear farther details on the 
snbjeet ; nor is it that I have been afraid of the rain, or of 
taking a pidmonia, the great bog-bear, by the way, of the 
Hadrile!i08. This jmlmonia i^pears to be a plenrisy arising 
from the oolduess of the air, coming npon checked perspira- 
tion. It is very sadden, and often &tali and owing to the 
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extreme nri^ of the ait, blowing direotlj from Uh buow- 
oapped monntainB, is said to be very frequent; bo that &e 
proverb says, " The ui which would not blow out & candle, 
will kill a nun." For this reason, people are afraid to open 
their windows on days which aeem warm to mj northern 
feelings, devoutly dread a dranght, and rush from the theatre 
enveloped in oloaks which only permit the exposure of half 
an. eye, and the extreme hout du nez. Yarioua are the 
warnings which I hare had npon this anbjeot Yet the 
ftureat half of creation eeem to have no fear about the 
matter; for althou^ the thick mantilla is now more gen- 
erally worn than it was last month, there are etill hundreds 
who have no other covering to their head but the laoe veiL 
I have taken advantage of a kind of Irdl, caoaed partly by 
the bad weather, and partly by the total absorption of the 
public mind in elections and political affairs, to visit nearly 
every thing worth seeing in Madrid. I need not say that I 
have spent hours in the Mvseo. 

But to return to the subject of charitable institutions in 
Madrid, I ought to expliun to yon that they are under th« 
direction of what are called Juntas de B&nificeneia, and 
that these jnntas are divided into three olaaseB — general, 
provincial, and municipal' at the head of the first are the 
cardinal. Archbishop of Toledo, and the Buke of Biansaree ; 
the governor of the province is president of the second ; and 
the municipal is directed by the alcalde eorregidor. The 
most distinguished persons in Spain compose these jantas. 
Under the charge of t^ie general jnnta are all those persons 
afflicted with infirmities of a permanent character, which 
require especial attention, such as the blind, deaf, and dumb, 
the infirm and decrepit. To the provincial juntas belong 
the care of all ordinary infirmities, and they are charged 
with the protection and education of orphazis, or destitiite 
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.AOriM The hoqsUlB for tlie aiak, tbe honsM of aMKj, 
and matendtj, us under tlteir direction. The mnnicqial 
jantu are deetined for the adoetuioe of those afflicted with 
casual maladies or infirmities, for the shelter of the indigent 
poor, of honseless b^gars, &C.; for all which pnrpoMS Ihej 
have hotues of refiige and beneficence. It is evident that 
this BfBt«m, zealoaBly carried throng mnst prodnoe iiwal- 
cnlaU; good reaaltii. 

On a da; in which the nun poored in torrents, and even 

Madrid looked gloomy, I aooompanied Don to visit the 

hospitiam of San Fernando, in the street of Faenoarra], 
foosded in 1683 by the qneen regent, Dolia Mariana of 
Austria. Its object is to give ebelter, food, and clothing 
together with oooapation, to the poor of both sexes. It is a 
large, apacions, and well-ventilated building, ct^abte of con- 
taining eighteen hnodred persons. Here all are ocoapied in 
varioos labors. Within the establishment are manuiactories 
of linen, cloths, embroideries, glass, &c., which are sold at 
moderate prices, and the profits devoted to this and other 
ebaritable institutions. Thou^ the expenses amounted this 
year to upwards of a million of reals, they were more than 
oovered by the sale of the articles manufactared. Children 
are employed according to their abilities, and those peraoni 
who are too old or infirm to labor, are well oared for and 
attended to. This establishment is under the charge of the 
provincial jnnta, with a director, chaplain, directress, and 
various other mnployii. We viuted their chapel, where 
there is a fine ptunting by Giordano, representing the taking 
of Seville, by San Fernando. 

The college of the Desan^arados (unprotected) was 
founded in the year 1600, for the education of poor children; 
more particularly for those who, at the age of seven, are 
sent there from the foundling hospital. Sere they receive 
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iiMtnictioa in the dootrioM of the Ohiiitun nUgion; tfaejr 
are t»ii{^t reading, writing, ftrithmetio, and grunmu; thev 
moral ednoation ia carefdlly attended to, and when ihej leare 
the college, the^ are pat to some trade, or placed in a aitna- 
tioo to guo an honest livelihood. 

The fbnndling hoapitat, or Irtelusa, as it is oi^ed, bo- 
oaaae it eontains a miraonlons image of Onr Iiadj, brought 
h; a Spanish soldier from the Datob town of Enkuissmt, 
the word having been gradoally corrupted into Indusa — ib 
under the diieetien of the prorinoial junta, uid seired by 
the Staters of Charity. Ita object is to proride for the sup- 
port of all in&nts expoaed at &« doon of the Tarious ho»- 
pitals, which are said to amount to upwards of four thousand 
annually. These children are intrusted to nurses, either 
within the house or in the country, and ae the expenBee are 
great, every inta^nable method is put in practice by the prin- 
cipal ladies in Madrid, for obtaining sufficient funds for its 
maintenano^-^ublio subscriptions, concerts, raffles, and so od> 

Then there ia the college of Our Lady of Peace, for the 
edacation of these children, where they arc taogfit to make 
gkves, straw hats, to embroider, sew, &c. ; their work pro- 
dnung upwards of fifty thousand reals annually. They are 
sent tJiere from the Inolosa, at the age of seven. 

Another excellent establishment is the Asylum of Men- 
diei^ of St Bernardino, whose object is to collect all the 
beggars who formerly swarmed in the atreeta of the capital. 
These were all collected together in the old convent of San 
Bernardino, through the energy and intelligence of the Mar- 
quis of Pontcjos, then corregidor of the city. They are 
divided into bands, some employed in cultivating the garden, 
others in waehing, cookmg, or oleaning the house ; some in 
manu&ctnring shoes, in printing, or in making clothes; while 
othem work daring the day oat (rf the establi^unent, and an 
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ao^pk^ed in outtv^ Hbm bMc to tbo baifitiV in taking mi* 
of tke btaahw in die ehiaebM, &c Tbej wear a elean nni- 
form, a gnj' bWaae with k belt, aad on tbmr hati the nna^ 
bar wfcioh ooxnepoais to oudt membar of tba aajbnn. It ii 
inpoafoUe to Me an inatttntion of Ab kind better regslated. 
We Yiaited tite donnttoriea, worbduipe, large kitdien, and 
refectories; all was clean and ipaoiona ; tJie food plain and 
^entifnl ; and abnndaooe of irater througfaoat the whola 
eatatdidiment. It la nader the care of the mnnieqial junta. 
There is another ooll^ for orphan girla, fovnded by 
the Tiaeonnteaa of Forbalein, who devoted her whole fortona 
to this object Here there are about aixty girla, brov^t v^ 
■trietl; and rellgionaly, and inatmeted in all kinds of uaefol 
works, for which the; hare f^snale teadiera. They renuuD 
in this eetablidiment from the age of eeren to tiiat of fifteen. 
Thb college is under the immediate direction of the general 

One of the mmt interesting viute we paid was to the 
Deaf, Doiab, and Blind Asylam, of whioh it is impoaeible to 
Bpeak too highly. It is directed by Don Jnaa BaUesteros, 
who has devoted the principal part of a long life in eitdearor- 
iag to ameliorate the condition of these nnfortnnate beii^is. 
AH that the roost enli^lened charity and enlarged benevo- 
lence eonld do, has been bronght to bear iq>on this anfajeot, 
and with astoniahing soooeas. He has lateb^ obtained from 
tite government a large garden for the eetablishment, iiinA 
be told na had been for years the object of his ambition. I 
was aabmished at the pn^oien^ of the blind girla in mnnc. 
One, eepecially, snng a variety of lurs from the last operas, 
aooompanying herself with a degree of skill and aorrectneas 
whioh wenld have been remarkable in a girl poiaeaaing all 
the advantages o{ eye-sight and a good mnsieal adnoation. 
Her Tcaee waa fine and powerfol, and the intraae plWBoie 
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iriiidi Ae herself took in the .performuioe, mi^t be seen 
eren in spite of her m^tlesa orbe, in her happy iuiile, and in 
a look of enthnaium which I oonld not have believed com- 
patible irith the entire absence of expression in the eye. 
The pupils are taught reading, writing, arithmedo, music, 
mn^g, every kind of needlework, geography and geometry, 
the whole based upon a tfaoronghly reli^ona education. A 
printing-preBS and an office for bookbinding is attached to the 
college ; and the ingenious mechanism for teaching the pu- 
pils to read and write, the beanty and fineness of the em- 
broideries and needlework, the correctness of the printing, 
the exoellenoe of the binding, all the work of the pupils ; 
prove the seal and intelligence with which this establishment 
is conducted. We went there one morning, by invitation, to 
be present at the inaugnration of their pretty little cbapel, 
when mass was performed by the pope's nunoio. The musio, 
entirely executed by the blind pupils, was surprisingly 
good. 

As we were walking home, my friend Don , who had 

BO kindly aeoompuiied me in all these expeditions, gave me 
Tarioos particulars couceming the duties of the " Holy Con- 
fraternity of Kofiige and Pity," to which he belongs, and 
which I already mentioned to you as having the charge of the 
Hospital of St Antonio de los Portugveses. The brothers, 
who all belong to a distingnished class of society, and many 
of whom I constantly meet in the gay world, take turns in 
viEdting and assisting the poor and dying in their houses, pay 
for their medicines and baths, give an asylum to all poor 
strangers, maintMn a college of orphans, and employ them- 
selvea in other beneficent works. So poor traveller is re- 
frised admittance at their hospital — he is sure of a good snp- 
' per, and a comfortable bed, at least for cue night. 

He also gave me an account of the various asyhuns es> 
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Ubliahed here for nnfortniuto wonen ; tlut of St NIcIwIm 
de Bari, founded in 1691, for women of a better cIms, who 
for miBcondact are banished from Uie honset of their hus- 
bands or fathers ; that of the ArreperUidat, for penitent wo- 
men ; that of the Secogidai, founded in 1637, for the oorrao- 
tion of women who are sent there by their &miliee, io order 
that they may be induced to return to the paths of virtne ; it 
is under the direction of the " Sisters of St. Hary Magda- 
lene." 

A hospital for the insane has, he tells me, been reoeotty 
established in the village of L^n^, near Madrid. For- 
merly this department belonged to the general hoq>itaL 
There are innnmerable echoob for poor children, of both 
sexes ; amongst others, that of the NtHos Doctrinos, founded 
in time immemorial • that of the Leganes, for girls, founded 
in 1630, and in whose church the beauty of the female voices 
in the choir has become very celebrated ; that of the Ninat 
de Lortto, founded in 1581 ; the royal college of the " Nifias 
de Santa Isabel," in 1595 ; and that of the " Ninas del Be- 
fiigio," founded in 1651. Besides all the establishments of 
public beneficence, there are many others in Madrid, such aa 
the Koyal Association of Domiciliary Beneficence ; that of 
ladies for the support of nuns, which owes its origin to Hio 
Marqnesa de Malpioa; that of charity, called the Good 
Shepherd, for poor prisoners ; that of mutual assistance of 
various corporations; besides numerous gratuitous establish- 
ments of public instruction ; such as the Lancastrian School, 
School of Piety, &0., &c. It may be remarked that the 
greater part of these publid charitable institutions were 
founded in the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries, when the 
population of Madrid was much less than it now is. 

Don was anxious that I should visit the Mont d» 

PiHi with him ; but as it was past the hour of admission, we 
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deCnred it to another (^^lortiuuty. It is a largtt MtaUidi- 
mmt, founded in the time of Philip Y., at the snf^eetion of 
hii chaphun, Don Francisco Piqner, with the intention of 
sappresaing nsary, where money ia lent gratnitonsly npon 
olothee and jewels, and connected vrith which ie a aaTings* 
bank, inaagnrated in 1839. It is remarkable, on aoconnt of 
the liberal and philanthropic manner in which it is con- 
ducted, the perfect fjumees with which each article is valned 
by the tasadores or apprusers, and the fact that when, at die 
end of a year, the property is sold at public auction, if the 
owner has not claimed it, whatever ia paid over and above its 
value, is made over to him. 
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In spite of poUtiosl disonauoiu, Tehement diqintes, partj 
spirit, (^poflitioD dnlw, and prognoBtioi of the &U of Uie 
cabinet, Madrid prweated yesterday a striking speotaole, 
proving the inflnenoe of religion on an ocoasion when all 
the aympathiee and aorrom of the hnman heart are called 
into action. Yesterday was All Souls' Bay, rigorously ob- 
served throughout this oonntry ; wbeu the whole population 
of Madrid repair to the cemeteries in the environs of ^« 
oapital, to offer up their prayers for the repose of the dead. 
This immense crowd, on foot or in carriages, inundated the 
churches and Campos Saniot ; quiet, orderly, and for the 
most part, with an expression of Berionsnees cm their fiwM 
rarely observable in Spaniards. Every street leading to 
the cemeteries was almost entirely blocked np by the pil- 
grims ; fiunilies of men, women, and children proceeding io 
the direction of the various necropolis ; a whole city of the 
Uving viuting the city of the dead. In fact the town was 
nearly deserted, whilst thousands of oarriages filled up the 
STennes ontwde the gates. The tombs were ornamented 
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with floireTS, garlands of wiimortdles, and ttmUu of perMi- 
able rosea. Inmunerable wax-candles burned before each 
monument, and etraina of solemn mnsio and of fbuereal hymns 
issued from the interior of the churches. I met Father 

, a learned and excellent JeBnit priest, coming ont of 

Son Ysidro, and joined him as he stood wrapped in medita- 
tion before the tombs. " Here," said he, "is the iiiTisble 
chain connecljng this world with the other, the known with 
the unknown, the world of Time with the world of Eternity. 
No hmnaD being is forgotten this day. The church remem- 
here them all in her prayers. No soul bo humble or hidden 
on whom the dew of her compassiou does not descend. Look 
at that poor old woman, herself tottering on the brink of the 
grave, her little grandchildren supporting her feeble steps. I 
heard her pray just now, ' for the soul in greatest need.' 
This ia the tme oommuuion of saints ; this is pore and per- 
fect charity." 

" Yet these people," stud I, " so pious, so devout, so filled 
with sad remembrances of their departed friends, will forget 
to-morrow the lesson they have had to-day." " Many will, 
no doubt, thongh sorely not all ; and it is much to be re- 
gretted that their faith is not more practicaL Yet still they 
have fat^A, nadonbting, unwavering ; and as long as~fll8y 
retain it we need nerer deapwr of our people." 

" Padre mio," said a poor man with a wooden leg, making 
his way through the crowd; " my daoghter is worse to-day, 
and would see your reverence. The fever has come back, 
and the doctor tbinbi she may not live through the night." At 
this intimation the good padre hastily touched his hat, and 
followed the lame man. 

The bells tolled mournfnlly all day and night, and only 
glimpses of blue peeped through the dark curtain which 
covered the sky like a ftmeral palL " Like a widow smiling 
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Aroo^ her weeda," nid M , wbo hsd followed tlio aol- 
titnde on horaebuk, utd was now on hii mj oat to the 
oonntry, to get rid, as lie said, of die saddest da; in Ibe jear. 
" Superstition in some, habit in otbera, hypocrisy in many," 
said he. " Not in those beantifnl diildren in deep monrn- 
ing," ewd I, " ciying so hitterly as they lay that wreath on - 
their mooter's tomb." " Not in them, of oourse," said M ■, 
" but an nnneoeeaai; craelty on the part of tfa«r old nvnM. 
She haid much better hare kept them home, to hare a game 
of romps in thur nursery I No need to look shocked, my 
dear connt. I confess that all this is rery affecting, and 
rery right on the part of those who believe in what to me 
eeema an idle saperstition, if not an interested inreotion of 

the priesthood. Serionsly speaking," added III , " if I 

beliered in the efficacy of prayers for the dead, I donld 
acknowledge this to be a snblime and tonching spectacle, and 
therefore I am &r from blaming those who do, for deroting 
*me day in the year to a special commemoration of the ' fiuth* 
fill departed ; ' but being an unbelierer in this, and o&er 
Catho lic doc t rines, all I now see prodnees no other effect 
apon me but utter weariness, and an oppressire feelisg of 
gloom, frtm wlicFr taTiBt to be delirered by a hard trot to 
'B ^ . '^ a, a good dinner, and a few glasses of amontillado. 

80 adios." And M took hia leave with a rery forced 

smile, and the air of one who would gladly get rid of hia own 
thoughts. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Opmmg of At Corlet, iieelim (jf Prtmdml, and Dtteriftioh of Ibe Baas— 
TSe 3titaU CioBiba—Vatinff and DOatiaff—B^ale on Ike CoHcemon i^ 
Railroadt — Gaitrai Armov and the Marqiai of Molmt, tiar SpeecAea — 
OiS al At FretuA EnAaui/ — it. Soldi — London atd Madrid Ladiei — 
Tie Dutt of Alca'i Banark on Madiant Sotdi — Brinnaginit Cotttimt — 
Yamg BouU ChaUtngtt Iha Ofjbe-^A Ragle 

Forembu IMi. 

Thb seBBion of the Oortes was opened this moming. Thie ie 
the one grand erent of the year. I accompanied Gonnt 
A to the Hall of Congress of the Depnties, where thej 

were hney electing the new president. Every thing looked 
brij^t, within and without, for the fine weather has returned, 
and Madrid, with ita blue ^priwUgit, looks like itgelf again. 
The votes were carried in favor of Martinez de la Rosa, 
whidi seemed to give great satisfiLotion in general. He 
appeared very indifferent to the result, and chiefly employed 
in reconnoitring hia friends in the gallery through his eye- 
glass, while the voting was going on. There were not many 
persons in the gallery, and only a few ladies in the diplomatic 
tribune. The chief interest during this session ia expected 
to be in the Senate. The house is large and commodious, 
and without being remarkable for architectural beauty, forms 
a sufficiently imposing object in the Garrera de San Gler6nimo, 
where it stands at the lower end, where that beautiful street 
fd palaces opens out into the Plaza d» Cervantes, ot d» lot 
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(xjnvent taA ohiirch of the Eapiritu BtmU>, ud in 1843 Q»mk 
Teabel laid tha first etone of the boilding with her own hand. 
It occapiea & luge epkoe of gronsd, apwards of fbr^-two 
thonekud feet, with eight udee, Inult eS ri^t uiglM, tte 
principkl entrance &oEt!:;g the ploeo. 

The hall of eeadon ia aanicirvular, the seals of the 
depntles diapoaed in the fbnn of an amphitbeativ, the throm 
and preaident'a table fronting the pnblic gallery. The m^ 
hogany benehee of the depaties are oorerod with red relTot, 
with a desk in frmt of each member. The bench reserred 
for the tninisterB is distingoiehed from the others b; being 
cohered with bine velvet. The thrmie ia very richly carved 
and onmnieated, and the royal anns, embroidered in g<4d and 
velvet, are said to be a wonder of art— the performanee of 
some celebrated brodeuset tnm Mayoroa. On the white 
and geld pillars which adorn the hall, are the arms of the 
niaeteeo provinces represented in Congress, in alj^betical 
order. A gallery is reserved for the royal family, the diplo- 
matio corps, and ot^er persons of distinction. The iriiole of 
the hall is covered vrith escayola, which is an imitatioa of 
white Carrara marble, has a good effect, and mnat look well 
at night when the immense lustre and candelabra are lifted. 

The roof is beautifully pointed by Ribera, and rejwesents 
the chief personages of fonr great periods of the Greek uid 
Boman dominion, the Gothic, ArragoneBe, and the Reatora- 
tion of Spun. In the centre is represented the present 
qneen, with the fundamental code of the state, Burroonded 
by those who have illustrated the monarchy at different 
epochs — the Cid, Christopher Colnmbns, Mariana, Cervantes, 
&0. There are also fonr noble historical paintings by 
Hadrazo. 

The Senate chamber, to which we adjourned upon leaving 
that of the Deputies, is a fine hall of an elliptic form, adorned 
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with Ionic pillan, aod the verj perfeotiim of comfort, -wtH 
oupeted and well beated. The throne has * rich canopy of 
crimaon velret, and fronts the great tribuna or gallery des- 
tined for the public There are variotu other tribanas for 
die diplomatic corpg, far the newapapor reporters, for «i-min- 
istera and otlterB. The Beats for the ministerB of the crown 
arc OD the floor, to the right of the throne. The qaeen, how- 
ever, did not open the aesaion, on aooonnt of her dtoation ; 
neither did she hold a drawing-room, as usnal on her birth- 
day, this 19th of November, though she received the con- 
gratulations of her ministers and honsehold. 

When we arrived,, the president had not yet taken his 
seat, but the galleries were crowded. Gradually the sena- 
tors arrived and took their places. The ministers of the 
crown came iu full uniform. The president, the Marquis of 
Tilnma, entered with on air of groat dignity, bowing to aev- 
oral ladies whom he recognized in the tribuna, took his place, 
and rang a little bell to announce that the business of the 
day was about to begin. We were in the diplomatic tribune, 
which is on a kvel with the floor. The French and Austrian 
ambassadors were there, and as there were no ladies, I had 
every opportunity of seeing and hearing. But being the first 
day, nothing of interest took place. The president of the 
council read the royal decree announcing the opening of the 
Cortes ; the president announced that, in consequenoe of this 
decree, the sessibne had commenced, and requested the com- 
mittee destined to felicitate her majesty on the retom of her 
birthday, to hold themselves in readiness until the hoar in 
whichher majesty waa to receive them should be made known 
by the mayor-dimio mayor. 

Meanwhile the national flag waved on all the public build- 
ings ; and a brilliant review had already been held in the 
Prado by the captain-generaL The streets wore crowded, 
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tiie imther perfect In the ereniiig the tbefttrea were iDb- 
miiuted, together with all the principal public bmldinga and 
several prirate hoiuea. The qoeen celebrated the day in • 
worthy manner, by sending a large earn of money to the 
govemor, to be diatribnted amongst the different charitable 
establishments and jnntaa. Went in the eveDing with the 

It sea to the Teatro dd Instituio, to see the French 

company, wbioh is tolerably good. They played one or two 
amosing Taudeyilles. I left them at the end of " BidiA 
d'amonr," and arrived in time for the last act of Bigoletto 
at the Boyal Theatre. The qneen-mother arrived yesterday, 
accompanied from Somosierra by the goremor of the prov- 
ince. She vas received, they say, with enthnsiasm as she 
passed, altboogh it is generally supposed that she has be- 
come very nnpopalar. The qneen waited for her in the 
plaza of the Senate, and tiie authorities presented them- 
selves to offer their respeote, while the beautdfol band of the 
goard of honor played Uie Royal March. 

24f %. — Nothing very interesting as yet has taken plaoe 
in the Senate. The voting in of secretaries, the diviuon of 
the Senate into seotiona. In the House, a list of txpadienUt 
for railroads, which, if carried through, will malce Spain a 
less poetical, but certainly a more prosperous country than 
it now is; a royal decree on the subject of debtors, which 
appears to he very good. On the 22d, four senators were 
Bwom in and took their seats — Gatderon de la Barca, Este- 
TaBez y CalderoQ, Espeleta, the Marquis of Oastillo, and 
the Count Nagaez. The ceremony is short but solemn. 
The oath is taken kneeling. 

I pass my time In the Senate, but I fear the debates will 
prove very uninteresting to yon. To me no theatre is half 
so amusing; bat besides the animation of the speakers, I 
am acquainted with many of the senators, whom I have met 
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in Hxnetf , and the detenained <f^iMition to the gaTemment 
throws great vehemence into tfi* diacujsdans of Bubj«cta 
which to me, at least, do aot i^tpoar to poeaeaa any vital im- 
portauce. Fronting the diplomatio tribnae, ait the Marqnis 
of Doero and General JoaS Concha, who, baring obtwued 
erery honor in the gift of the crown, are eaid to feel like 
Alexander, when he wept at finding no more worlds to ooo- 
qoer, and even to coret some honors higher than subjects oau. 
oltum; General O'Donnell, ImmeDselj tall, a fine-looking 
man, and, like the Conchas, violently opposed to the govern- 
ment from the same motives; General Bos de 01ano,a fiery, 
wiry, spare, white-headed veteran, more than saspected of 

repablioan principles. Then there is the Marquis of C , 

with his quick, penetrating eye, and a sharp, active, lawyer 

lo(^ ; the Marqais of M s, an old statesman, who is said 

to believe himself to be the only man capable of saving the 

country; the Duke of R a, with a foshionable, rather 

rou6 air, very busy, very important, going about from one 
senator to another, and talking in whispers to his neighbor, 
the venerable Archbishop of Toledo, who, with his tall, thin, 
dignified figure, enveloped in bis cardinal's robin, and his 
mUd, handsome countenance, forms the moat striking feature 
in the assemblage. 

On the 2&th, the war-signal was given by what appeared 
a very peaceable oonunnnioation from the government to the 
Senate, in which they requested that body to be pleased to 
BDspend the discnssion upon the decision of the commission 
of rwlroads, because the government had presented a projeot 
for a law relative to the concessions of railroads to the Cca- 
gresB of Deputies. The president added that this communi- 
oation would be passed to the sections, that they might name 
the commission which was to give its opinion. Then SeSor 
Calderon GoUantes rose, and made several remarks, which 
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i to ooeanoB k gnat Mtmtion in the Seutei H* 
obMsTsd Uiat tkia oommimieation wu of dte moft tian^ 
MBdcnt iBportmnoB, bumm ite obj«et vm to nqneat the 
Senate to Abdicate its prerogaiUTe on & sabjeot of audi int- 
BMOse moment ; and tliat it wonld be nattinl, logical, aad 
soitable, that it shoald pass to the oommusioii wbieh that 
existed upon that a&ir, einee bo other eoold offer ao maoj 
goarantiee of meoesR. 

NeTertheleaa he protested Umi he denred a paeifie diaoo*- 
edoD of the qneotHKi, and wonld throw no diSenltiea in the 
way of the preddrnt'e propoatuMi, thns pring a proof of the 
moderation of hinuelf and hie partjr, and of the bladioad of 
dtose aceosatione of impatieaee which had been thrown out 

Shortly afler, the nulroad eommission vaa named, Ooif 
jBating of the Duke of Sotomayor, Cleneral Concha, SeKoret 
Lopes, OlirsB, and M<veno, the Goont of Torre Marin, and 
General Yn&nte. Ae we were leaving the Senate, I ob- 
served mneh apparent cordiality between the two partia; 
Boch cordial hand-shaking between nuDistorialista and oppo> 
KtiooMta, and mnoh friendly recognition between the minia- 
ten themselves and those whom they expect to be their most 
violent opponents. Nothing is talked of thron^oat Madrid 
bnt the expected defeat of the ministry npon the railroad 
qnesttoa As 91 says, it is aa pretty a canse for a quar- 
rel as any other. 

News ias arrived of the death of the Qneen of Portngal 
Onaoooontof her majesty's sitamtion, a great deal of (»^na^«- 
m&nt was need in telling her the news, bat it was fonnd that 
she was the first person informed of it. They say walls have 
•ara, bnt that the palaoe walls have tongues. An order is 
issned for three months' nooraing. 

26<A.— A long speech from GeaiOTal Armero, ex-minister 
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of Ihe nsTj, & large, portly, good-natured looldng ooiBino>- 
dore, though h« spoke with great indignation. Bib oomplsiiit 
IB the union, in the person of the Captain-genwal of Cuba, 
of the oonunand of the army, with tiiat of the navy- He 
gare a bug list of naval engagements, and of incidents whii^ 
had ocenrred in tlie maritime history of Ouba, going to 
proTo the necessity of the ezist«noe of two separate aatbori- 
ties in those two important commands. He speaks in a 
bmiliar tone, and with the air of an honest admiral treading 
the qnarter-deck, and making remarks to his lieutenanta 
Bis speech was replied to by the Marqaia of Molina, minister 
of the navy, with the most ezcinisite courtesy. He limited 
himself chiefly to prove that the orown poesessed the preroga- 
tive of diapcsing of ita armed forces, and of distribntiiig 
them in the manner which it deemed most Boitahle, and its 
perfect right to confide the command of the navy to one not 
belonging to the nary, the same principle holding good witli 
regard to the army. And then tiie speaker, who is a. true 
orator, lamiched forth into examples jnstifying this system, 
hegioning with Beman Cortes, and proving how navies had 
been commanded hy military men, and with what glorions 
resulte. He spoke of Trafalgar, where army men had oom- 
manded the navy along with the admirals ; of the hero of 
Iiepanto, Don John of Anstria, and brought his examples 
up to modem days, showing equal eloquence and knowledge 
of history. The lateness of the hoar stopped his speech, 
which is to be resumed to-morrow. 

26*ft. — Molins oonolnded his brilliant discourse. Of the 
merit of ihe question I cannot pretend to jndge. Of the merit 
of the orator there can be no doubt. Armero answered with 
great modesty and candor, demed all intention of attacking 
the prerogative of the crown, and ended by withdrawing hia 
proposition. Molins returned thanks in a few expressive 
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w«d8, in iriiicii, amoBgrt other rernvks, lie daelwed, ia 
KBswer to Bome ezpreMuui which h&d &Uai &om Genenl 
Annero, and whi(^ he retnct«d, that the moat important 
nissioD of the govenunent was to act as a shidd, ae a wall 
of defence to the aoTcreign ; that when the qoeeu did well, 
it was doe to herself alone ; when ill, to her ministers only. 
HerenpoD, this question terminated amicablj. 

I have been so maoh aigtoased with these mstlers, Uiat I 
have forgotten to give yon an aocoont of the great ball gireo 
at the French Embassy tm the day of St. Eugenie, in hoow 
of the empress, a few days before the opening of the Oortea. 
The CooDtess de Montijo, who had prepared her beaatifnl 
sftloos to celebrate the same event, wuved her ri^t to the 
repreaentatires of France. On that evening, at least, dia- 
monds were taken from their oases and saw Ihe li^t, and it 
wonld have been difficult to find a greater combination of 
beaaty and magnificence in any bait-room. Of coarse, «U 
Uiat was most dislingoished in Madrid composed the aasem- > 
bly, and as the rooms were crowded, I was amused to hear 

die complaints of the old Condesa de , th&t many had 

been omitted who should have been invited. " Better for 
them and for us," said I. " By no means," said the old 
lady. " Better Uiat we should all stifle, than that any on« 
should be offended." Between the intervals of a quadrille 
uid a watti, I observed the American minister, Ur. SonU, 
standing alone, and apparently in rather an isolated podtion, 
and it struck me, that though the most polite attention was 
shown to him and his family by the host and hostess, there 
was not much anxiety manifested to make his aoquuntanoe. 

"He has only himself to thank," said M . "If yon 

were informed th&t a man had been nrg;ing his neighbors to 
rob your bouse, you would not feel very cordially disposed 
towards bim. But the Spaniards are a good-natured people, 
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kiid I haTe no doubt ihej will ■oon target theor motiTes of 
oomplunt sguDBt him, if he is prndent and conciliatittg. 
There ue some very good-looking people here to-night," con- 
tinued H , who as nsnat had taken up his poet of obaer- 

ration in a oomer, with his back againRt the waU. " That 
little CoimteB)! S — o — i ia a nice little mdependmt-lookiiig 
thing, a good rider, a good ehot, and yet no Ivmna; beddes 
earing no m(H« how she looks than I do." " Fortunately 
■he is extremely handsome, and some one dresses her remark- 
ably welL Then she dances like a lephyr." "Bat after 

all," said M , "one does not aee that high-bred air 

amongst the women, which we find in a London party of the 
same standing." " They are so much prettier here," eaid I, 
" so mnch more graceful, go maoh more piguanie. When 
did yott ever aee suoh feet in Londcm ?" " FoHsibly never, 
bnt there are very few such grandes dames here as we hare 
in London." " I disagree with yon. There are none who 
have so mnch pretension, and they are noty«ni:^ "^"^ these 
ladies are in London. Bnt they are quite as grandes dames, 
and perhaps in reality qnite as prood of their old namea and 
families, as yonr London dnoheeses." 

" I am not to be convinced. There is not the air of 
high-breeding that tbe English women have, not that look 
of race which we aee amongst the dau^tera of our aristo- 
cracy. In faet there is no very marked difference here be- 
tween the wives of the bankera and merohants, and the aeKoraa 
of tbe sangrs azid." " I think M is right in the latter 

remark," aaid C s, " but I draw a different inferenoa 

ttrna thu oiroamEtance. I think it proceeds iz<ao the &ct, 
that those of a secondary claas here are always ladylike, and 
in England this is not invariably the case ; eapeoially when 
they happen to meet with the 'higher class in society, and 
look as if liiey felt themselres out of place. On these oo- 
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o$aaae, yo«i graU ladies am vpt to lock high and aondt- 
Boending, and Hm othen flnttered and embanuMd, firam aa 
exceeding desire to appear quite at tiieir eaae." " Two 

Bgainat one," said H ; " nererthelew, I hold to my 

opinion- ^^ 

A few minntes afterwards, I hi^pened to form <ne of ft 
groiqi ot poiioi, amoDgst whom was the Doke of AIt*. 
They were very m»ry, and making remarks, critioal or land- 
atory, upon all the world as they passed, — npon the beauty, 
the toilettes, &c., especially of the girls and young married 
women. Amongst others who passed as, was the lady of the 
American minister, dressed, I think, in dark green velvet, 
and leaning on her son's arm. " Here," said the doke in 
French, " comes Marie do Bonrgogne." Some one whispered 
to him that the lady was French, and he turned away and 
changed the conversation. 

Alas I what mighty ills from little causes flow I As it 
torzied out, the young man had iieard the remark, and 
treasured it op as a matter of grave offenoe. Want of 
ktiowladge of the world — for he seems very young — and the 
idea of an intentional offence to his mother, may plead his 
excuse. Be that as it maj^ it seema that he left the assem- 
bly, boiling with rage, and determined to make it a matter (^ 
' life and death between himself and the doke. Fortunately, 
some oooler head than his own prevented him from making 
an esdaTidre in the ball-room. It seemed a night fiunoos for 
indiscreet remarks j for a little while after, as the handsome 
young Duke of F - n was leading his partner to a dtair, ehe 
exclaimed — "I want you to look at the most ridiculous dress I 
Observe that lady irith rubies and diamonds, and sneb a 
ftarojue-looking gown, ofyfveiy color under the rainbow." 
" So it is," said the young duke ; " I told my mother it was 
frkhtfol, but she insisted upon wearing it" The young lady 
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wu shocked ; bat Iier partner, laaghing heartUy, went np to 
his mother. " Mamma," said he, " ererybodj thinks yoor 
gown a fiight" " I am sorry for everybody'fl taste," said 
the marquesa, good-hmnoredly, " for I think it a beauty." 

NotwithBtanding these lapstts Ungum, the ball continued 
with great aaimation, and was kept np till four in the morn- 
ing. As for the briUianoy of the toilettes, it would reqnire 
a &irer hand than mine to do them justice. " We partica- 
larly remarked," ae the English newspapers say, the mag- 
nificent dress of the Countess of Montijo, although, except 
her being in one blaze of diamonds, and wearing on one arm 
a bracelet of large gray pearls — a gift, I was told, of the 
emperor — I cannot pretend to give any description of her 
costume. The corps diplomatique and cabinet ministers were, 
of course, in full uniform. All the remarkable generals and 
statesmen were present, and if politics were discussed in 
comers, which no doubt they were, there was at least no 
outward demonstration of any thing but careless enjoyment. 
Busts and pictures of the heroine of the fete were dispersed 
through the rooms, " That is an aristocratic head, you will 

allow," said I to M , as he was leaving the supper-room. 

" Because she has Anglo-Saxon, or at least Scotch blood in 
her veins," replied he triumphantly. 

Even the debates, even the ministers, even polities seemed 
forgotten, swallowed up in the excitement caused by two 
duels, following each other, and all proceeding &om a velvet 
gown I It appears that the supposed intentional insult of the 

Duke of Alva to Madame 8 , rankled in the mind of her 

son, and both father and son agreed that an apology must be 
demanded. All remembrance of the remark had, no donbt, 
passed away from the duke's mind, and he was preparing to 
set out with a party, consisting of various members of his 
&niily, to church, to assist at the baptism of his baby, of 
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iriiidi, I belkre, her nujeBty wu to be Hie godmother, when 
he reoeired ft note from young Sonit^, wMoh, after hastily 
reading, he immediately answered, disclaiming all intention 
of giving offence to Madame 8 6 , all reoolleotion even of 
haring remarked npon her toilette, and a total ignorance of 
having even seen her; regretting, however, that he sbonld 
ineoneiderately hare said any tiling which conld give the 
Bli^teet offence to a lady. It was supposed, therefore, that 
the matter was satis&ctorily adjnsted; bat somehow or 
another, it was whispered aboat, and repeated by good- 
natnred friends, that the yonng man was crowing over his 
having forced an apology from the Duke of Alva, and that 
impnttttions were thrown out against the conrage of the 
latter ; and so, fhim less to more, the matter grew serions, 
and a challenge was sent by the dnke and accepted. 

Every one had gone that day to the rifa or raffle, an affur 
got np upon ft great scale for the benefit of the poor, nnder 
the direction of a society composed of the principal ladies of 
Madrid. It was held in La Trinidad, formerly a convent, 
now belonging to the department of Fomento; and for 
months preparations had been making for it. One could not 
enter a honse where the yonng ladies were not embroidering, 
or pasting, or drawing, or manu&otiiriDg something for the 
rifa. It was somewhat in the style of the fancy fairs which I 
have seen in London, only every thing was drawn by lot. Of 
ooorse the blanks bore a most disproportionate majority to th« 
prizes ; bnt as it was for the poor, to provide them with coals 
and clothing dnriag the winter, no one was allowed to compltun. 

The first ladies in Madrid presided at the various iSbles. 
The Dnohess of (ror, Countess of Montijo, Marqoesa de 
Malpioa, and others, were the presidents, and diatinguished 
by a lilac ribbon tied ronnd their arm. It was their office to 
receive tiie tickets that had been drawn, and to have them 
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eompued with a book intbe charge of a clerk, where the oor- 
rMpouding nmnbere were marked. If it was a priie, &ey 
directed the lucky individual to the table where the article 
was marked with the same uumber. I admired the indefati- 
gable patience of tiiese ladies, who sat in this great hall day 
after day, from morning till night, unrolling tickets, answer- 
ing qoestiooB, and attending with unwearied politeness to 
every iudiTidual who came up to them. 

All classes were there, from the highest to the lowest. 
One table was especially dedicated to beautiful gifts, sent by 
the Queen, the King, the Yn&nte Duchess of Montpensier, and 
the little Princess of the Astoriaa. Of oonrae every one was 
dedrous to gain something from this table ; the watch and 
chain of the queen, the opal bracelet of the Tnfante, and so 
on. I had taken tickets for at least a dozen young ladies, and 
UMther they nor I had won any thing excepting a remarkably 
ugly yellow pincushion, which I insisted upon transferring to 

E— — C' ' V , one of the faaudsomest girls in Madrid, 

when s came up, and whispered to me that a duel was 

to take place that day between young Sonle and the Duke 
of Alra, and that they had gone out to the conntry; the 
duke's seconds being Gen. Concha and the Count of FiSou- 
BoBtro, and those of his antagonist, Mr. Perry, Secretary of 
L^ation, and the fiery Milans del Boach. 

I looked towards the Duchess of Alva, who, with her 
exquisitely beautiful little boy beside her, was nnooncertedly 
unroUing a number of tickets which she had taken ; and at 
the Countess of Montijo, who was opening papers for a young 
countiyman with a pretty girl by his side ; and felt certain 
that the report had not reached them. 

We went to the Casino in the evening to hear the result. 
Neither were wounded. They fought with snords, which 
were found too heavy, and exchanged for lighter ones. Of 



D,™),prib,Google 



A BOH. ISft 

ooune tjtcm wen & thoaauid vnsioM of Ae {MtrtioaUn, bat 
tbe unportant Etet was, that the dnel, a fboliah qnarrel f<M a 
Ibolieh eanee, vu well over. 

Althon^ Bome very important political events have 
oodured, I ahaU give jon an aoooant of them afterwardi, 
and so fill up a long gap in my joomal. Bat now I mnBt 
leave you to imagine the aBtonishmeat of the Madrid world, 
when it was annoonced, that not eatiefied with the reparation 
to his wounded honor which bad already been given, Mr. 
Soal6 had ohallenged the French ambaasador I This waa a 
more Berioos bnsineBB than the first. That two yoong men 
dould hare a rencontre, did not excite mooh BOrpriae, absurd 
aa it was, the canae considered ; but that two men of ad- 
vanced age, the one a minister plenipotentiary, the olJier 
arabaesodor and doyen of the dipkimatio corps, should fight 
upon the same subject, was rather oat of the usoal way. 
The letter from Mr. SoolS, which appeared in the Shutraied 
London News some days afterwards, I copy for your edifioa- 

MOBSIEDK LE Marqcis : — 

The difference which has arisen between the Duke of 
Alva and my son, took place in your salons. It was at your 
house, where I and my family were invited guests, and on 
the occasion of a fute of which the Duke of Alva might con- 
sider himself in some measure the hero, that the latter 
insalted Madame 8oul§, without any thing having hitherto 
happened to exonerate us from the bond of good fellowship, 
which that circumstance causes to weigh upon you. It is even 
positively aaserted that the insulting espreswon afterwards 
made use of by the Duke of Alva, and ao nobly taken up 
by my son, first proceeded from your mouth. That being 
the case, Monsieur le Marquis, I have a right to go to the 
true source which placed swords in the bands of the Duke 
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of Alra and of my son, to nudce it mine u &r as yon ara 
o^oerned, and to demand personally a satiafaetion wluoh 
you cannot refnse me. Mr. Perry, an Amerieam oitixen, and 
my friend, ie charged to receive your reply. I have the 
honor to be, Monsieur le Marquis, 

Your very bumble servant, 

FIERBE SOVLt, 
Citizen of tiie United States. 
December llth, 1853. 

As might be expected, the answer from the marqniH, vn 
vieux mUitaire, was not conciliatory. A challenge was re- 
turned by the emissaiy, and Lord H -a agreed to act as 
second. 'She duel was fixed for a certain day. The project 
got wind. The government was resolved to do all in their 
power to prevent its taking place. Lord H n being in- 
formed of this, considered it a point of honor to hasten the 
affair, and the combatants accordingly stole a march upon 
tiie authoritiea. The result was that a ball was lodged in 
the ambassador's knee, and as it has not yet been extracted, 
considerable nneasineea is felt by his friends as to the result. 
Tbe Soul^s have flown at high game ; but that this will ad- 
vance their social position, or render Mr. Sonl^'s diplomatic 
duties more easy, remains to be proved. 

lu almost all oa^s of thb nature, sympathy is felt for 
the sufferer, but more especially where, as in this latter 
instance, his opponent is the aggressor. This is actually the 
one topic of converaation in Madrid, and various are the 
motives attributed to Mr. Soul6 for having sought this meet- 
ing. The whole of Madrid, without exaggeration, have made 
inquiries at Ute Embassy, the diplomatic corps of course 
amongst the first. The reception-room of the Marquise was 
crowded this morning. She seems very cooiageous, and 
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Utanfefol that it ii no worse, Uioogh likely to be rery linger- 
ing; ftod it ia probtible ibat, in the way of entertainme^lB, 
tiieir hoepitftble house is sbnt for the Beason. I was told by 

H , wbo bad it tiom an American gentleman, tbat Mr. 

Sonl6, wbo was as cool as if going oat to breakCurt, re> 
marked just before the duel began, " I shall not kill M. 
Torgot ; I shall merely put a ball in hia knee." 

I must now return to the Cortes, in which I have spent 
nearly my whole time. PassiooB ran very high, yet much 
decorom was preserved, thoB|^ the president had some 
difficulty in moderating or preventing the noisy demonstra- 
tions from the galleries. " Order I gentlemen, order I ". was 
the frequent cry &om the presidential chair. The ministers 
maintained a very grave and composed attitada Sau-Luis 
spoke upon various occasions, and I have rarely listened to a 
better orator. He has a remarkably fino-toned and mellow 
Toice, which does him good service, and th^t flow of language 
which Beems an inherent ffit in the Spanish race. The 
language itself is so grand and sonorous, that it no doubt 
assists their fluency. They have besides perfect self-posees- 
raon, unless, as happened in the case of General Concha, 
where there is too much anger and vehemence to permit any 
choice of eipreseion. His words seemed to come tumbling 
over each other, and formed a contrast to the cool energy of 
the discourse delivered by the president of the council 
The Marquis of Molins, aa I have already mentioned, Do- 
menech, Colkntes, and the Marquis of Girona, all epoke. 
All are orators. Molins has perhaps most elegance and 
choice of words. Lomenech and Girona were remarkable 
for the plain and practical good sense of their speeches. 
Collantes was more energetic and ardent Every one spoke 
with an ease and fluency which is not often met with in 
other assemblies. The earnest and brilliant oratory of the 
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Spaniah 8«n>te fonni a canoas oontraslwith the nther non- 
^Uante and oonTeraatiDDal tone adopted in the House of 
Lords. ShoTtlyafterthebeginnuigof theseasioD, theDakeof 
Rivaa delivered a flowery diBconrse, eloqneot, but frequently 
wandering awaj from bia subject The Marquia of Mira- 
flores made rather a long speech, which was listened to most 
irreverently, amidst sereral peals of langhter from the galle- 
ries, instantly reproved by the president ; but which seemed 
to have no power to annoy him, as he continued quietly and 
slowly, with the most perfect ease and self-possession, to the 
oonduBiou. His object was to prove that the question 
under discussion, was neither a question of opposition,' nor 
one concerning railroads ; that its importance consisted solely 
in its beii^ a question of prerogative. He considered the 
prerogative of the Senate offended, by the transfer of the 
discussion to the lower house. I confess it appeared to me 
rather a flitting of straws, and that when the important 
point was to carry through these great improvements with 
all convenient speed, it would have been wiser to leave 
etiquette out of the question. The marquis recommended 
the ministers to withdraw their proposition, observing that 
to err was human — tliat he had frequently erred himself, and 
had never been ashamed to confess it. 

Then up sprung my friend the Marquis of G s, and log- 
ically defended Uie oondnot of the ministry, and proved at least 
tomysatjsiaotion, that the government not only had the right, 
but were in duty bound to have carried this question in the 
first instance to the Chamber of Deputies. He proved it by 
the Article 36 of the Constitution. He referred to the ex- 
amples of France, Belgium, and England, " from whence," 
stud he, " we have taken our parliamentarianism, but not 
our representative system ; our parliamentary forms, but not 
our liberty, for that is more ancient in our nation than eitber 
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pofiatneittaruimo or putiMnentarj fonaa." The Duke of 
Bina replied to bim in the epeedi to whit^ X hkTe «lr»»^ 
referred. He oonsidered the qaestion under diMnumon u 
being " loft^) grave, most important, truisoendentkL" Whea 
tlie Duke of Kins ipeaks, me ia apt to ngtot that th« 
gpaniah langnage hu bo man; words to expren the rame 
idea. Hie iqtinion being in Bubetanoe the sune as that of 
the Marqnis of Uiraflores, I shall spare joa a detul of his 
atgnmentB, bat the poetical concliuion is worthy of record : 
" Some," said he, " hsTO spoken of reetmiDg a pure mon- 
archy, becaose they dislike pnblicitj in carrying on th«r 
private objects; others, loyal gentlemen, because they are 
wearied of that crowd of locnst«, which, fringing from the 
sands, hare covered the whole surface of Spain. It is not the 
system, gentlemen, bat its observance which prodnoea them 
evils. Give me back absolnte monarchy with all its condi- 
tions, with a good government, and I shall be the first to 
raise its standard thronghoot the whole mooarohy. 

<< Hake tune roll backwards. Place npon the throne of 
the great Charles III. oar adored qneen. Place by her ede, 
the wise Count of Floridablanoa, and the honorable Count 
of Aranda with his point lace and oollar; sarronnd that 
throne with a rich sristooracy, ezercisiog an immense juris- 
diction over the whole territory of Spain, with its illustrious 
u>d influential clergy, and odd to all that the Council of 
Constable, jealous of all that belongs not to ancient manners 
and customs. Give me all this, tmd let the Spaniards preserve 
the same Esith, let them say the rosary daily, let them hear 
mass every Sunday, and confess every month, and I accept 
the absolute system. 

" But," continued the duke, " has it now any conditions 
of vitality amongst us f No, gentlemen, I cannot raise that 
standard — for on my march I should be detained by History, 
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wbieh would show me in its pages ttie termination of the in 
digenons dynMtj, and of that monarchy, whioh, created by 
the Catholio kings, was reduced in the time of the imbecile 
Charles II. -to nine millions of inhabitants, and which pos- 
sessed five vessels rotting in the arsenal of Carthagena, and 
a few ragged Germans, as his majesty's body-gnard." 

Here the president begged to remind the dnke that 
he was wandering from the qaestion, a &ot not to be dis- 
puted. He conolnded shortly after, pleading iatigne. This 
was on the 2d of December, and was answered the following 
day by Oollantes, in a very able speech. He was partioalar- 
ly happy in alluding to some of the "arguments" of his adrer- 
sary. Amongst other mytholo^cal allusions, the dnke bad ex- 
eltumed in one part of his speech, " I know not what there is 
in this question of railroads bo ngly, so disgusting, that we can- 
not look at it What Pandora's box is this, which, when 
opened, is going to cover the whole world with disasters? — 
This question is a singular question, it is a Proteus which 
takes all forms. It puts on the mask of economy, it appears 
under the aspect of a coup d'etat ; it causes the BoBpenaion of 
the Cortes ; and now that at length we have succeeded in 
seising this Proteus, do not let ns loose our hold of him, un- 
til we have examined him on all sides." 

" This," stud Collantes, " is precisely what the government 
desires to do. The Senate has not got bold of this Protons, the 
government holds him fast, and has ntuled him tight to the 
table of Congress. There he is, witli his 22 faces, with tbe 22 
expedients which accompany this question. Neither will the 
Protene escape, nor will any evils issue from this Pandora's 
box. The arguments of the Duke of Rivas would be terrible, 
if the government desired that the question should not be dis- 
coBsed ; but (he contrary being tbe faot, his arguments fall to 
the ground." 
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I do not pretend to gire jon the vuioos ugomoita naed 
on botli sides of this qnestioii, so nnimportant in itMlf, nor 
to give you even ft rinani of the speech of Golluites, irhioli 
q)peared to me concln^Te. He waa answered bj the Count 
do Velle, one of the oppoution. The speech most worthy 
of note after ihat of Collantes, was that of the minister of 
grace and justice — calm, sensible, dispassionate and oonoilia- 
tory. 

General Rob de Olauo answered him lilce a man in a state 
(tf intense nerrous excitement. His object, however, seemed 
chiefiy to attack the Bravo Hnrillo cabinet. His speech waa 
vehemently applauded in the gallery, which called forth the 
wrath of the president, and a threat of clearing the tribune. 

The Marquis of C , with whom I dined that day, assured 

me that the opposition is merely personal, direotod agiuost 
men, not measures ; and that thus they are losing their time in 
discnssiDg a question of no real moment. " It is to be regret- 
ted," B».d he, " that a man of talent, at least of literary 

acquirement, lili^e the Ihike of R , should indulge in this 

frothy style of discussion. I am the more surprised at the 
sneering tone in which he spoke of faith in Sp%in as of an old- 
world superstition, now out of date; that one of his family 
is about to be united to a young nobleman, of whose alliance 
any house might be proud ; one as distinguished for his piety 
as for bis talents and high rank. I can answer for it that 

young not only goes to mass every Sunday, but every 

day of his life ; not only confesses once a month, but once a 
week ; and, thank Heaven I he is no rare example. - A few 
fashionable freethinkers, aud but very few, float on the sur- 
face of society. We have sins enough to answer for, but so 
&r, want of &ith is not amongst their number." 

On the fifth of December continued the diacnssion of the 
same vexed question. The Marquis of Mirafioies made a 
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ye a h of WMBe lengUi, for the pnrpOM of reotifyiiig some 
nm&rka of Aob de Olano, oonoemiDg die BraTo Mnrillo cab- 
ioet. He asserted that that cabinet, of which for some weeks 
he formed a part, bad lealouslj attended to the material iater- 
«flts of the country. He gftve an aoooimt of the fever for 
raikokde which prevailed in Spun at that period, when every 
indiridoal Boltott«d one for his province, for his village, for 
hie very houae. He asserted that the miDistry might bare 
g<Hie too &r in thur leal, bnt were to be pardoned in favor 
of their motives. The public, he stud, conld judge of the 
oondnct of political men who bad arrived at his age. It 
was unneoeesary, b^ be, that one should declare, 'I axa 
virtuous, I am honest or pure,'&o. My principle is, that all 
may be improvisi in tbia world, such as rank, position, riohea, 
but respectability never." 

He then passed on to rectify some remarks which had 
&lleu from his friend to the Duke of Rivas, with a kind of 
reproachful tenderness ; complimented the govenunent od 
their good intentions, and hoped they would fulfil them, and 
positively refused not to identify himself with die Bravo Mu' 
rillo cabinet. • 

A long speech from Ros de Olano. He read several arti- 
cles of the constitution, in order to prove that the government 
bad acted unconsUtutionally; that they had destroyed one 
project of a law concerning railroads to insert another. He 
read the articles of the first plan of the Senate, then of ibe 
government plan ; his chief charge being, that as the project 
of a law was pending in the tipper house since the last sesdon, 
tbe government had no right to present another analogous to 
it in the House of Deputies. He ended by saying : " If we 
lose, it is death to the Senate ; if we gain, it is dwth to the 
ministers." 

Then came a short c^weoh from the Uarquis of Ceroeres, 
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tiikt I h*Te heud dniing tbe Mnioii. He wiohed to abow 
that the law proposed to Congreti bj the gprtmmeat wu 
infinitely better tiiaa that which had been j^eaented in tbe 
Senate; that tlus law would be dUcmsed in both hooMi; 
that tbe privilege of the SenMe had not been attaoked, bnt 
reoc^niaed ; and he obeerred, tJiat whilst tbeae painfbl dia- 
euBBona were oontinning, thaj were losing time, advaneing 
notbing, and remaining, i^ter all, at the Teiy point from 
whence tbey had started. 

On the sixth, the Uarqnis of Armandarii spoke at great 
length in fayor of the goyerument, followed by speeches from 
the Marquis of Minflores, tbe Count de Hinsol, General 
Tnfonte, and geSor Collantes. Bnt, periiaps, the loOBt 
remarkable qieeoh of the eesaion was that of the Const 
of San-Lnis, against i^tose person there ia do donbt that this 
violent o^Kidtioii is ohieflj directed. It was rather remark- 
able to see this self-made man preradent of the council at tbe 
age of thirtj-eight, with a battery of unfriendly eyes diivoted 
against him, self-posseBsed, and in appearance calm, perfectly 
aware, in all probability, what the result of this question 
would be, confronting his opponents with qniet energy, argu- 
ing as if in a cause in which he bad no personal concern, and 
making his opponents wince nnder his powerful and policed 
sarcasm — flaying bare their bidden motiyes, and, by a great 
moral effort, keeping down tbe indignation to which, I have 
so doubt, he would gladly have ^ven yent 

He remarked, that it might haye beeu supposed that, on 
addressing the Senate for the first time from his present posi- 
tion, when tbe Cortes had been ao recently opened by orders 
of her majesty, and in accordance with her majesty's govem- 
ment, he was nuprepared for having to defend himself agunst 
unjust attacks, grave accusations, and injurious calumnies; 
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in Aart, to reply to a formicUble <^)pontioiL NeverthekH, 
he had expected all tbiB ; gratitude not being the distisotiTa 
quality of pturtiee, etill lees of the exposition. 

. He waa aware that opposition was not to be disarmed by 
flattery; nevertheless, that the welfiure of the eoontry had 
required tiuA the govemment should adi^t the [daa which 
they bad porsued, and that the results had been precisely 
what they had expected. The oppomtion had not been dia- 
anned, but continued as violent as ever, and had conjured np 
a tempest over their heads, which ho tmsted would soon 
pass, and that the rainbow would again E^pear in the bine 
sky, in the bii^t and calm li^t of justice. He denoouoed 
the opposition to the present goTcniment as systematic, 
gratuitous, and unfounded ; and appealed for the tmth of his 
assertion to the public conscience, to facts, to the debates 
which had recently occupied the attention of the Senate. 

He had observed tranquilly the progress of the debates. 
The Senate had heard the reasons adduced against the oon- 
duct of the government of Spun, and Europe would shortly 
hear them. The more trifling the cause, said he, which has 
been the pretext for commencing hostilities agunst the gov- 
ernment, the greater, in all fiiture oases, would be the 
Senate's responsibility. 

He complained that the question had not been examined, 
without whioh the truth could not be made manifest. He 
stated his intention of giving a risutni of facte whioh mi^t 
be considered in the light of an accusation on his part- 
bnt that, if so, the fault lay in the facts themselves. Be- 
fore this government existed, the opposition, be said, had 
formed, or rather accepted, a programme, for it had gone 
without (me until a minister, who could not agree with his 
colleagues on a certain question, drew ont one which was ao- 
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oeptacL This jm^raaunewaB radaoed to MrtuB poiiits : thtt 
the qnestiMi (d eeiutorul inmniuitj ehoold be raoolTad bj 
the r«tani of tibe Dole of Talenou — Hmt the mlroad qnee- 
tion Bhonld be decided — thftt the effect of the decree (wdering 
that the property of the Duke of Aloodrk eboold be restored, 
'Was to be Baq)eDded — that the Cortes ehould be opeoed, that 
the project of constitntioiu] reform premuted before it ehonld 
be withdrami, together with a peUtion that importNit men 
of all political parties should enter into public offices, as cot- 
' reqtonded to them by ri^t. 

" This ministr;," added he, " was inangnrated onder this 
programme ; and this ministry, in the ehronological order of 
the oppoutioD, occupies the fifth place." 

The nucleus of the actual opposition in the moderate 
party was formed, he observed, daring the administration of 
- the Poke of Talenoia ; and thon^^, with some intermisaion, 
grew strongw during the succeeding adminiBtrstioDS, and 
had continued oppodng the cabinet of Bravo Mnrillo, the 
cabinet of Alooy, the cabinet of Lersondi, and that act which 
had the honor of occupying the ministerial bcnobes at the 
• present time. And if all these cabinets had acted alike, it 
was clear, he said, that the opposition wonld have been logioal, 
because it might have said, " all represent the same princi- 
ples, consequently it is oar duty to oppose them." There- 
fore he oonsidered the opposition of the pTogressi$la party as 
natural, legitimate, respectable, and that it need not wait one 
nngle act of the Hoderado party to combat it, because dif- 
fering essentially from that party in political principles they 
could only agree upon secondary questions; " but here," sud 
he, " are five cabinets, all opposed by &e conservative party, 
a circumstance which I cannot forget, in speaking from this 
■eat, where we have much more to fear from our own friends, 
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from thoM profea6)ng the sune political opinioiu as ovr- 
flelvee, ttitui from those who differ from oa easeDtiall; in 
prinotplea And doctrines." 

Hardly, he said, had this cabinet been eworn in, be- 
fore eren the ministry were reunited, when there had fallen 
npon their heads eoch a atorm of attacks, charges, and prog- 
nOBticB of evil, that he would have been onrions to see some 
of the members of the opposition in the same circnmgtanceB, 
and to hare obserred their oondnot. Patriotism," he added, 
" had made them resolve npoa prndenca, resignation, and 
ealmnesa ; had made them determine to bear injustice, with- 
DQt being irritated by it; and to keep all paauons ont of the 
ministry. Thej resolved to embrace as brothers those who 
received them as implacable adversaries — they had done so — 
and hardly was the cabinet formed, when the Duke of Ta- 
lenoia was reoalled, and the most important offices, those of 
most trust and wei^t, were bestowed oa their moBt bitter 
adverecuies. 

And this was done withoat fear ; for should these con- 
ciliatory me^ures be one day coustraed into a proof of de- 
bility, they would then show that they might break like the 
oak, but would never bend Uke the reed. 

He observed how public applause bad greeted tiiese mea- 
sures, even that of the opposition ; but how, immediately after, 
the manner of the Duke of Valencia's recall had, been criti- 
cised. The ministry had been called upon to open the Cortes 
— aa an arena where all public interests might be discussed. 
Doubts had been thrown upon their intention of taking this 
step ; nevertheless it was taken, and the pnblic again ap- 
plauded, but the opposition was rileut. He went on to prove 
that all oouoiliatory measures had failed to disarm the oppo- 
mtion, and that the pretozt now employed for opposing the 
ministry upon this question of prerogative, was a mere pre- 
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text, BBMe, before the openisg of the Cortes, meetings had 
been held bj a oonmderable nnmber of aemttora, and pUiu 
concerted against the ministry, the result of these meetings 
h&Ting been published the following day — meetings at which 
many respectable persons had assisted, and presented their 
adhefflon, to prove that a formidable oppoeition existed 
against this cabinet. The question of prerogatire did not 
iben exist. He contrasted the ooadact of these senators 
with that of the deputies, who had patiently awaited the 
opening of the Cortes and the acts of the goTemment, before 
taking part fbr or agunst it 

The orator then gave a most lamiuoos espontion of the 
true state of the present question. Bnt it ia impoesible to 
do jnstioe to this speech in a few words, or to give any idea 
of the bursts of eloquent indignation into which he occasion- 
ally broke forth, as if in spite of himself I am convinced 
that not one candid mind among his listeners in the opposi- 
tion but felt condemned as a mere personal opponent, whose 
vote was to be ^ven against the miuiHtry, either because it 
was headed by the Connt of San-Luis, or because he himself 
did not form part of the goremment. Hatred or ambition 
was probably the mainspring in nearly each indiTidual ; and 
each one, no doubt, winced in his heart as his true motives 
were publicly nnveUed. 

He concluded by a hope that the senators would medi- 
tate well npon the vote which they were about to give. 
" Let them reflect calmly," stud he. " The government 
conld not have been clearer, franker, or more explicit m the 
explanation of their conduct, than they have been. After- 
wards, geailemea, Jiai juatiiia, mat ccdum." 

General Concha rose to answer, he said, a personal allu- 
sion. He was evidently irritated beyond all bounds of pa- 
tience by the speech of the president of the oonneib He 
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denied all projeot of a oonspir&oy to orertliraw the aotnal 
uunistry ; lie denied the aaaortioiiB of t^e president thftt the 
cabinet had resolved all the qaestions that were pending bo- 
fora the opening of the Cortes, that thej were goveniing 
constitation&llj, or that ihaj had adopted a couoiliatoiy sys- 
tem of policy. He declared that he himself had accepted 
the office of director-geneial of the cavalry against his incli- 
nation, bat as a soldier accostomed to obey ; that his oppo- 
sition to the present government arose &om the &ct that 
this cabinet bad the same vice in its formation as those which 
had preceded it — that Sefior Domenech, the minister of the 
treasary, had belonged to the Frogressista party, and yet 
formed part of the San-Lois cabinet — that SeHor Collaates 
had belonged to the anterior minbtry, yet, in a few days 
after ^ving in hia resignation, also formed part of the new 
cabinet — that he and his party were disposed to support 
whatever ministry should be formed, according to certain 
conditions, which they considered necessary to assnre to the 
country respect for the constitution and the strictest morality 
in the administration — not that he accused the present min- 
istry of want of morality ; but that it frequently happened 
that the pressure exercised upon a cabinet, formed as this had 
been, necessarily inflneuoed its actions — that certain honora- 
ble and virtuous men had been deprived of their places, and 
had been replaced by certain others, who might be as good, 
but had not the character or representation of the others ; 
that he himself had no other ambition but to serve his conn- 
try and his queen — nor had he any desire for high places or 
for great riches; hut that he would oppose, not only five 
cabinets, but fifty cabiaeta, until ho found one which should 
fulfil all the conditions which he considered necessary under 
a constitutional form of government. 

He was answered by San-Luis, and some rather sharp 
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■Wi-minliiiig took ptkoe between the two weoMion. Colkntaa 
replied to the MJoitntiiHi bron^t agkinst him by Goooha; 
remwkiiig, that hia politio«] opintons hftd undergone no 
(jumge, Binoe his Hitrance into the present cabinet, as would 
be proved when the decree signed by him in the anterior 
ministry came to be discnssed, aa he tmsted it soon wonld be. 
It was evident that the diecoBsioa was be^nning to asanme 
a more personal and more bitter character than at firrt. 
The galleries, towards the end of this day's seBaion, gave 
symptoms of intense a^tatioD,-and wlen the preoident of the 
Senate gave out that the disensoou was suspended till the 
following day, loud mnrmnrs of disapprobation were heard 
from the public tribune. The president angrily rang the 
bell — declared the session to be raised, and abruptly left the 
faonae. That the ministers wonld be in the minority was 
then a matter of little doubt. As the crowds were pouring 
out, and groups formed in the vestibule waiting for their 
carriages, still was observable the same amenity, the same 
outward cordiality, between the members of each party. I 
observed General Couoha shaking hands with the minister of 
state, and the Count of San-Luis in polite conversation with 
one of his most violent opponents. As the venerable cardir 
nal Archbishop of Tgledo came out, every oue neat him — 
ministerB, generals, and stateemen — stopped to kiss his ring. 

The next day, the 9th of December, the question was 
decided. A long speech from the Marquis of Miraflores 
various explanations from different senators, as to the mo- 
tives which would induce them to vote agamat the minisleis 
— an excellent speech from Domeneeh — several others not 
particnlarly worthy of note — and the president announced 
that they would proceed to call for the votes. Then, indeed, 
a breathlese silence reigned thronghout the house, as eaoh 
individual answered si or no. I could not help admiring 
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the ontward oalmnees of the minigteTB, eqwmallj of Bwi- 
Lnis, who hftd moet at atake. I had left the diplomatio tri- 
bone, and got in upon the floor. In the upper tribune I saw 
Mveral of the ladies of the miiuBters, listening anxionalj to 
eaoh St and no, and certainly not couoealing their anxiety as 
weQ as tlieir lords and masters. In a very short time it was 
evident that the ministers were to be defeated, for which they 
were probably prepared. The president sat grave and im- 
passive, only raising his voice to enforce siienoe, when, to- 
wards the end, an oooasional demonstration of a^planso was 
heard fVom Ao pnbUo gallery. As several high names — 
snob as Mediua-Ctsli, Oiiate, &c. — were called out, and their 
votes given against the government, a grave, clever-lookiDg 
man, who stood near me, said, in a distinct voice, as if ^»eak- 
mg to himself, " The grandees of Spam have committed sni- 
cide this day I " (" se ban suioidado.") I found afterwards 
he was a distingniehed member of the other house. 

The votes being summed np of Seflores que dijeron gu» 
si (gentlemcD who said yes), there were 105 ; of SeRorea qua 
dijtron que no, 69 ; making a majority of thirty-six against 
the govemmeut. Immediately a ronnd of applause proceeded 
from the galleries, which the president had no power to 
check. The Senate poured forth its multitudes, the defeated 
parly endeavoring to conceal their chagrin, and the conquer- 
ors their triumph, each as nsual saluting the other with the 

most well-bred cordiality. C s, whom I met in the 

lobby, showed me old Qeneral Tacon, supported between two 
servants ; he had caused himself to be transported there, in 
spite of bis age and infirmities, for the first time this session, 
that he might give bis vote against the government. Car- 
riages were hastily called for, and conquerors and conquered 
went home to dinner with what appetite they might. The 
queen is sud to be indignant at the defeat of her ministers. 
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Some Mj thej will gire in their Teagnfttim ; others, thftt 
notliiiig will isdnoe the queen to aooept It. On the I Itb the 
following decree appeared in the Guette : — 

UffiDg the prerogktive granted to me b; the twentjHBixth 
artiole of the ooustitation, and in conformity with the opinion 
of my eonnoil of ministwa, I have resolved that the seeauma 
of the Cortes fdiall be soqiended. 

Oiven in the palace, &a. 

At the same time several of the members of th,e royal 
conncil {Consejo Seoi) are removed, and their places filled 
by friends of the government. Generals Gonoha and Rob de 
Olano are removed, the first from his office as director-gene- 
ral of the cavalry ; and the second from that of director- 
general of the corps of San\da4 MUitar. 

And now, in appearance, all things go on aa be&re, 
Fe<^le crowd to the royal theatre to hear Marie de Rc^an. 
The Prado is more than nsnally gay, now that senators and 
depnties have time to spare. The qneen bows smilingly 
as usnal as she drives through the crowd. The ministers are 
more than nsuslly busy, and are carrying on varions measures 
of improvement. But no doubt, there is vengeanoe, Bcaroely 
slumbering, in many hearts. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Didt md Dudef of Jfon^wnmr — Sugd Armors — ^*' TreaHBV — £7A&dr«w 
Spain— Nmal MiaeaSasal Slabla—Aoadania, PaiiUmgt <tf Mwitto — 
FetwjUQ — TTla Muteo—FfBuJe EduttUkH — 18« Confadonii — SpaiHA 
Oeudemen — Caailett MaUijo. 

I HAD the honor of a presentation to tlie Ynfanta Duchees of 
Montpeueier. The diplomatio corps were invited at a cer- 
tun hour, hot, ae I rather saspect from anxiety to avoid Mr. 
Soiil£, went an hour earlier, and found no one to present 
them. The duke and dnohesa occupy a snit« of apartments 
in the palace. The M arqnesa de Malpica was in attendance. 
The dnchees is thin, slender, brown, very pale, and. looks in 
delicate health. She has fine eyes, and has a shy manner and 
rather a cold expression. She was dressed in mourning, on 
accoimt of the queen of Portugal — a pltun black silk gown 
and white collar — and looks even younger than she is. She 
is in appearance a complete oontraet to the qneen. Almost 
impossible to imagine them sisters. I saw her at the opera 
the same evening, when she was more animated, and looked 
extremely pretty. 

The duke was very polite, and took the principal part 
in the conversation. The secretaries and attaches did not 

go with the diplomatic corps, but Gonnt A was kind 

enough to present me privately, on the plea of my father's 



D,™),prib,Google 



ftOTAI. ABIIOBT. 148 

former aoqountanee with Lonis Philippe, when minister in 
Paris. The Montpeneiera are verj popnlar in Aw<)»liipi«^ 
giring Urgely to all public chitritiee ; and the duke has bad 
tact euoogh to become as much as poedble identified with 
hie adopted country. The dncheas aeems to look tip to him 

on every occasion, and says, doee not choose » ribbon 

widiont oonsolting him — all very proper. 



Went with M to visit the royal armory, one of the 

most coriooB colleetiona in Europe ; containing trophies of 
past glory, memorials of the golden age of Spun, recalling 
the noble deeds, the patriotism and grandeur of her monarcha 
and heroes, &om Pelajo to Yssbel the Catholic, from the 
Cid down to the Gran Capitan ; reminding ns of the daya 
when her banners waved over the continent of the new 
world, over the East Indies, the islands of the Ocean, the 
coasts of Africa, and the finest portion of Enrope. 

The building itself, situated to the south side of the royal 
palace, was concluded in the time of Philip II., by Gaepar de 
Vega. It ia of considerable extent — the principal gallery 
about two hundred and thirty feet in length, and thirty-HZ 
in breadth, well lighted and kept in perfect order. Unfortu- 
nately, at the time of the Frenob invasion, the people of 
Madrid, in a moment of blind enthnsiasm, forced the doors 
of the armory, seized the precious objects which had been 
collected for ages under the reigns of successive monarchs, 
and used them as weapons of defenca The result, as may 
he imagined, was the loss or total destruction of an innnme' 
Table number of these invaluable relics. Moreover, during 
the government of Napoleon, the sword of Prancis I. was 
taken from the gallery, and transferred to Paris, by way of 
healing the wound inflicted on tiie national snsceptibility of 
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the Franoh, bj tbe n^t of tlua traplij of tfinr oaptiTo 
monaroh. An ezsot model of this sword is now shown in 
the umoij, pl*eed there by orders of the preaent king 
oonsort. 

In the time of Ferdinand TIL, the gallery was partially 
restored, and embellished with various new and valoable 
acquisitions, bat it is only daring the reign of the preaent 
queen that the Tarions objects hare been properly classified, 
and arranged — and diat a catalogue of the riches of this fine 
gallery has been formed with great labor and skill by geOor 
Martinei del Boumto. Wo bought this catalogue on enter- 
ing, but when I tell you that the list amounts to two thonsaBd 
five hundred and thirty-eight ot^eots, yon will belieTe that I 
preferred examming those which were most cnrioiu, with 

K as my guide, to the labor of going methodically 

through the whole catalogue. There for example is tbe coat 
of mail of Alphonso T. of Arragon ; the armor of Don John 
of Austria; that of Philip III.; the beantifol armor of the 
Emperor Charles V., both Spanish and German; that of 
Garcilaso de la Vega; of Juan de Fadilla; of Juan da At 
dana, who took Francis I. prisoner; the standard brought by 
Charles Y. from Tunis; the Turkish bracelet of Ali-pasha, 
the Turkish admiral at Lepanto ; the sword of Boabdil, the 
last monarch of Grenada; that of Pelayo; the beautiful 
shield of the Emperor Charles V., representing the head of 
Medusa ; tbe Toledo sword of Ferdinand the Catholic ; that 
of the Prince of Oond^ ; that of the Gran Capitan ; that 
of Ysabel the Catholic ; La Colada, the famous sword of the 
Cid Campeador; that of Bemal IKaz del Castillo, presented 
to the queen by the Connt de la Cortina; that of Philip tl.; 
that of Charles Y., brought &om the Monastery of Yuste; 
and that of Henum Cort^ 

There are the standards of the battle of Lepanto, and 
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the ioe eqnMbrias armor in whioli Charles V. nude hit 
ntrj into Milan; also the equestrian armor of Hernan 
Cui^ and the armor of Ghristoplier Colombiu ; the oom* 
jdete armor of Philip IL upon his barbed horse ; the Chineee 
annor presented to that monart^ bj the Emperor of China; 
and the helmet of Francis L, which seems to have escaped the 
Botioe of bis oonntrymen ; most at these are ezquieile in 
their workmanBhip, considered merely as objects of art; but 
hov they bring back to the mind the whole history of roman- 
tic, ehivalrons old Spain I I stood beside the effigy of St. Fer- 
dinand, examined the trophies telling of the glorious engage- 
ments at Lepanto, Tnnis, St QniutinB, Psira, &o., the Talen- 
eien sword of the Catholic Ysabel, the swords of the Cid and 
of Hie Great Gaptiun, and then remembered all the petty and 
paltry ambition, all the enrions passions brought to light in the 
ritort session I had lately witnessed in the hall of the Senate. 

"Sie transit," said M , laying his hand npon my 

shonlder. " Are yoa totally tUsillunonni, as the French say, 
mydearoonnt? Is yoor Spanish day-dream mdely dispelled? 
Have yon weighed Spun in the balance, and found it want- 
ing f " " Not so," said I ; " more than ever is Spun my ad- 
nurati(»i and my marvel What other country would be 
what Spain still is, after years of civil war, torn by parties, 
eonvnlsed by factions ; constantly passing from one govern- 
ment to another — a mere plaything in the bands of selfish 
and ambitions men ? Where would the people have remained 
noble and independent as in Spain ? Where would not every 
feeling of honor and chivalry and \ojtity have been extin- 
guished except in Spain f Where even would material pover- 
ty have been so little felt as in Spain F No— I do not be- 
lieve that the Spanish obaracter has degenerated. I believe 
that it still retuns, as in the days of its glory, the firm faith, 
the high sense of honor, the noble independence, the ohivalrons 
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generoflity which diiitiiigniBhed the old Spaniard. The frotb, 
the Bcnm floats on the Biir&c«, and hides the generooa liquor 
below. In apite of on indolent ariBtocraoy, ambitioiu ^nerkls, 
and place-hanting patriots ao-oalled, I oan never despair of 
Spun, for in the oharaoter of her people, the elements of her 
fitture greatnew still remain ! " 

We afterwards ri«ted the naval Mu3«>, cnrions to those 
who are learned in naudcal matters, and well worth inspect- 
ing even hy those who, llko myself, are mere firesh-water 
■ailora. The plan for the hnilding, together with the arranjEP 
ntont and distribution of this rich collection, are due to the 
seal of the Harqnis of Molins, now, for the aeooud time, 
minister of the navy. It was inangorated in November 
last, in the presenoe of their majesties. The ' building con- 
sists of a first and second story, the first containing three 
spaoions halls; that of the Arsenals, the hall of Columbus, 
and the Cabinets of Artillery. The first contains the models 
of the Spanish arsenals in Gadii, Ferrol, Garthagena, Puerto 
Bico, and the Philippines; and the designs of the dikes, boats, 
&C. of the various establishments for the manu&cture of 
every thing destined for the navy ; and the walls are omft- 
meuted with portraits of various admirals {generalea de la 
armada). 

The second is presided oyer by the bust of the great 
Oenoese, whose name it hears. Here also are the portnulfl 
of various Spanish admirals ; the model of the three-decked 
ship, the Santa- Ana ; with flags and military trophies taken 
from the Moors in the Philippine Arohipelago, in recent 
actions. In the Cabinet of Artillery is a oolleotion of cao- 
nous and mounting of both the ancient and modem systems; 
the keys, projectiles, in short all that pertains to the defenoe 
of vessels of war. 

In the flrat hall of the second story, are the portraits of 
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(Mmnbiu, Piurro, CorUs, Vtaoo Noflei de BaHmm, Hsgel- 
lao, Ac, with those of Tuioni celebnted navigators, and 
>lw a Tahuble oolleetion of anna and other objeoto brought 
home b; different navy-men from all qoarttn of the globa 
We alflo found here a punting representing the three caravels 
irhich, under iba orders of Oolnmbos, first approached the 
unknown shores of the new world. 

Then there is a hall containing the portraits of the 
admirals and captains, killed in navd engsgements, sur- 
rounded by ooloTs and trophies taken from the French on 
different oocanons. To the ri^t is the Midshipman' b Gihi- 
net, all the objects in whieh have been constructed for the 
use of the yonng midshipmen belonging to the ooll^ of 8t 
Ferdinand. Next oomes the Chlneae Cabinet, with paintings 
of mandarins, Chinese costumes, punishments, &c. — the Hj- 
drograpbical Cabinet, where there is a complete collection of 
instruments, ancient and modem; amongst the first, the 
Astrolabe, bother with chronometers, telescopes, mariner's 
compasses, and all the various madiincs and instruments 
used in astronomy and navigation. There also the walls 
are oovered with portruts of celebrated astronomers and 
hydrograpbers, anoh as Espinoso, Havarrete. 

The next hall is called the Salon de )a Reina, on account 
of a full-length portnut of her majesty which hangs there 
There b also a lai^ punting of the batUe of Lepanto, presen- 
ted by the Marquis of Melius, portrute of various celebrated 
, admirals ; of Bernardo Bonifaz, the first who in Spain re- 
ceived that title, and who assisted with St Ferdinand at the 
taking of Seville— that of Andrew Doria — of Don Alvaro 
de Baian, first Marqnis of Santa-Crui, and many others. 
There are models of ships, ancient and modem, and various 
onrioaities, such as fte sabre presented by Napoleon to Gen- 
eral tJiiarte, and the atagbao presented to General Arias by 
the Emperor of Morocco. 

D,™),prib,Google 



148 TOE ATTACHi IH KASBJD. 

The last salon which we entered is called the h^ of tfae 
Hinieterfl of the Navy, and oontatua portraits of idl thosn 
who have diatingniahed themBelves in that poaition, each ati 
Fati;^o, Enaenada, Eacafia, and others, together with fino 
models of steam-ships and suling veBaels. Bnt I afaall not 
tire yon with details of the cahinets of Natural History, Min- 
eralogy, Zoology, and Anatomy, which I have lately Tinted. 
I shall rather pass on to what I oonf^ interested me more 
than these— the Boyal StahUs, to which I went the other day 
with M. de of the French Embassy. 

This fine baildmg is due to the tnagnificenoe of Gharloa 
III., under the dirootioa of Habatini, the fiunoos ardiitect of 
that day. The principal entrance is firom the street of 
Bailen, by an arohed porch of granite, snrmoimted by Ae 
royal arms. Within is a spacious oonrt, snrronnded by a 
portico, in the centre of which is a small chapel, dedicated to 
San Antonio Abad. The prindpal part of the bnilding oon- 
sista of the immense galleries supported by pillars, vhich 
eonititnte the stables, with all the apartments attached to them, 
oontuning the infirmaries, baths, forage and stalls fi>r five 
bnndred horses. At present there are three hundred and 
fifty horses, and moles innnmerable; many of the fbnner 
splendid animals, both Spanish and EogUsh. Some bright- 
colored chestnuts for the queen's own riding, are superb 
animals. Their names are affixed to their stalls — ValorotOy 
thnperador, Monarca, &o. The harness room is 160 feet 
long, containing 65 presses, in which are kept the magnifi- 
cent harness \ and the liveries of. the royal coaohmon and 
lackeys. In this room we were shown the ouriona old ooaoh 
which belonged to Juana la loca, the first which ever rolled 
in the streets of Madrid. 

In the immense coach-honses, we saw upwards of a bim- 
dred oarriagea, from the splendid-old gala coaches down to a 
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mM-faorse troMuau. Thia ezteiwTe agtrijliahinont is okas, 
and well kept, und ;et there is a WMit of nefttaeeH and finiah 
obserrable throDg^Hiut; and the grooms and stable-boys hare 
Bot the smart air of tlwBame Iweed in Englmd. To give 
yoD an idea of the dse of tbe bnilding, I need only say that 
beeidee these great stables, coach-houses, harness-rooms, &o., 
upwards of five hundred persons, consisting of tbe employes 
tuid their fiuniliee, are lodged there, and that the annual 
cost of kee[Hng it np amoants to nearly three millions of realii 

The weather is now dry and bright, with no prospect of 
nin. It is the most exhilarating sky, and certainly influenoos 
the disposition of the people. No one can look clondy under 
t^ese clondlees heaTons. As we were passing, this morniiig, 

down the Calle de Alcala, H proposed that we should 

take a look at the Academia, where there are still Beveral 
fine paintings, thoo^ the principal number have been trans- 
farred to the Muaeo. The rooms are large, cold, and neg- 
lected-looking, and I cannot imagine why these master-pieoes 
vi Uurillo and other great artists, should languish there in 
oomparatire obscurity, instead of being also sent to that 
magnifiooit gallery. Here is a superb painting, by Mnrillo, 
of St. Isabel, Queen of Hungary, Gdring the Sick. But 
perhaps the two finest Hurillos I have ever seen, bang in 
the second idta. A. man of a noble oonntenauce, a Roman 
patrician, his hand resting on the sacred Tolnme, has fallen 
asleep, and his wife, foir and beautiful, seated at his feet, is 
also sunk in deep repose. Evwy thing seems to breathe such 
perfect stillness and tranquillity, that one feels afraid to 
disturb their slumbers. Even the little dog is sleeping at 
their feet But at their right appears a radiant vision. The 
Blessed Tirgiii is pointing to the tigat where she desires them 
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to build ft olmrcli dedioftted to her; and in the npt expna- 
■ion of tlteir ooantensiioes, we can see tlut this senphio 
gtor; gilds their Blnmbera. 

In the next pkinting, which fbnnB the pendant to this 
beantifol design, tbe pioos couple are kneeling at the feet 
of the sovereign pontiff, and in the distanoe is seen the eaored 
edifice (Santa Maria Maggiore) which the; have bnilt in oom- 
pliance with the mandate of the heavenly vision. 

The Royal Mumo — of which I have never written, heoanse 
evcTj visit I make there, I discover new beauties, and feel 
as if no description could do it justice — has one materi&l 
advantage in the extreme comfort which enables the lovers 
of art to pBSB hours Uiere without suffering, ae in the gallery 
of the Aeademia, either from cold or weariness. The vast 
galleries are heated to an agreeable temperature, comfortaUe 
chairs and benches of crimson velvet are placed along tbe 
walls, and the most perfect order and stillneas constantly 
prevail there. I have been froien in the Louvre, excepting 
in the principal gallery \ and in Terstulles, both froien and 
tired, without being repaid for the suffering. 

The constrootion of this great building is due to Charles 
III., who deetined it for a museum of natural soienoes; but 
when Ferdinand VU. came to the tiirone, he found it totally 
ruined by the occupation of foreign troops. Immense Bums 
were necessary fbr its reparation, and in joatice to tlie mon- 
arch, it must be allowed that the Spaniards owe him a vaat 
debt of gratitude for the creation of this royal gallery. Its 
ooBt is said to have exceeded seven millions of reals, of idiicli 
his majesty paid twenty-four thousand monthly from his pri- 
vate resources. The three first laions were opened in 1819, 
and the work was zealously continued during his reign. 
Since the acoesMon of the present queen, great improvementB 
have been made in the Huseo ; new galleries opened, and tlie 
finest paintingB transfnred there from the EscuriaL 
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The gallery of paintingB may now be ocHinderad the ficMt 
in &6 world ; the lees utoniahing, when we reflect tliat 
besides the encouragement given by Spanish monarchs to the 
utista who illastrated the three great national schooU of 
Seville, Madrid, and Valencia, ail the great artists of these 
kingdtHsa which owned the dominion of Spain in the golden 
age of painting eontribnted to enrioh her ohnrches and pal- 
aces with the finest prodaotions of art, and to offer the most 
Boble efforts of their genius to the monaiohs of the Austrian 
dynaoly. Therefore this gallery is unrivalled in what the 
Spaniards call eonjvnto, the union of the principal produc- 
tions of so many great masters; not only of Murillo, Yelaa- 
ques, Zuanes, Bibera, &c, but of Baphael, Bnbens, Vandyke, 
Titian, Leniers, Leonardo da Vinci ; in short, of all the great 
masters of every school — Spanish, Itoliui, Flemish, Dutch, 
German, and French. 

When I first visited these galleries with M ', who has 
ft hi^ appreciation for the fine arts, though his own talent 
diiefly lies in drawing the cleverest caricatures imaginable, 
he hurried me past the most wonderful productions of the 
greatest masters, to the gallery called the Tribuna, in imita- 
tion of that in the Pitti palace in Florence. This beantifiil 
hall, which has been lately opened, is of an elliptic form, open 
in the centre, and suronnded by a balustrade, giving a view 
at the same time of the sculpture gallery below, and contain- 
ing the quintessence, the crime de la erime-of both the Span- 
ish and foreign schools of painting. Here the &mous " Pasino 
de Sioilia " of Raphael hangs conspicuous, frontmg the spec- 
tator as he enters. Every one knows this wonderful work 
of art, representing our Saviour falling under the weight of 
the cross. Each figure is so perfect — the godlike expression 
of the Bedcemer, in its divine and meek agony, the tender 
ftngqipli of the mother, the deqiairing and deprecating grief 



D,™),prib,Google 



of the other women, Hk fierce oenntoDanees of tiie Boman 
Mldiers, each feeling knd paadon is so fbroibly represented, 
that it ia hardly poerible to tear one's self awaj from the oon- 
tempUttion. Some new heanty atrikes the eye each moment 
But beside it, to the left, is that almost diTiue painting, the 
Assumption of the Virgin, by Mnrillo. Surely no holier 
oouutenanoe erer breathed upon aanvas. From its youthflil- 
nesB and tender expression, breathing nothing bnt the expec- 
tation of the fulness of joy, without a trace of past grief, or 
of the bitter anguish of the heart through which a sword had 
pierced ; we may see that the artist intended to portray 
the rising of the glorified body, serene in immortal yoath 
■ud unfading beanty. 

Then to the right is the triumphant master-piece of Te- 
lasquei, the picture of "The Lanoes," as it is called, repre- 
senting the Burreader of Breda, where each figare stands 
out clear and distinctly defined in the bright atmosphere, 
under the blue sky with its fleecy clouds.* " Ton must take 

a bird's-eye view of the galleries the first day," said M , 

" and if yon have any spare hoars, they ^1 1 never be wasted 
here. Look at that Velasquez I — ' Las MmirinSl— the ladies 
of Bella Maria of Austria presentmg her with a vase of 
water. How he brings the little whale-boned archdnohess 
and her attendants to life before ns I And that bedieened 
dwarf, prime fiivorite and diversion of his royal mistress ! If 
women had these pleasant indoor recreations nowadays, they 
would gad about less. Observe how the whole light is pro- 
duced from behind, in the centre of the picture. No man 

* Qnmd old Dons are ibe Spaniards of Tclasqiiez I men wlio serar 
d*iieed th« polka, or wtiiTled round in tbeiraltidiieuxfaipt. Tbeymay 
havs trode a, stalelj meamTe with theii oonrtly partuers, bnt Oi»m men 
never goetjpped aboat theii lady-loves, or abused tbsii queen. " 3fm 
JXsH, nun Boi, ma Dame," La the device written on Aeit grave, calm bmrB. 
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ever painted ligfit and air like TeUaqoei I " " He is woo- 
derfol; bat I ereit {Hvfer Morillo." "Beoftose yoa are 
young Aad romantio, and, for female beauty, Uorillo is 
onriTalled. Bnt for life, there is no one like Telasquei. We 
most o<nne here to see him in hia glory. In England we 
hare no idea of lum. Look at these dmnken, laughing 
revellerB ! One feels inclined to join them and have a share 
in their fim." 

The Mnseo is divided into different galleries, aooording 
to the Bohools; Spanish, Italian, Dutch, Flemish, German, 
and French, with the cKoeption of this Trihuna, where, as 
I have already mentioned, the chief productions of the great 
masters are pat together, side by side, in noble rivalship. 
Two great saions are occupied by the ancient Spanisli 
schools, and contain tbe noble works of Marillo, Velasqnes, 
Joan de Jnanea, Alonzo Cano, Zurbatan, &o. In another 
we see the principal works of tins artists of the modern Span- 
ieh schools; paintings by C^oya, Bayeo, Lopei, Madrazo, and 

The great gallery which oontuos the ohief productions 
of tbe Italian masters, is a truly wonderlal collection of 
master-pieces. There are the San Sebastian of Qoido Beni ; 
Leonardo da Yinci's Mona Liza ; tbe fomous Holy Family of 
Bapbael, sumamed Im Perta ; his Virgin of tbe Fish ; the 
Visitation of Our Lady, certainly one of bis most perfect 
works; Michael Augelos, Titians, Saso-Ferratot, &c., &c. 
The eye wanders over a profnaioa of riches, hardly knowing 
where to fii, and never resting upon one punting unworthy 



For tbe first few days that I viuted tbe Hnseo, I hardly 
1^ the Tribuna, the ancient Spanish, and &e Italian gallery. 
It was only by degrees that I went through the French, Ger- 
man, Spanish, and Dutch galleriee, and gradually aKi"«iated 
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the Pouaiiifl, Albert Dtirers, OUnde LomiiMB, and Hol- 
beiiu; the Rembrandts, Woavwnama, V&n Dykes, and 
Teniiera; the nniDerons works by Rabenej the 8n«i«^, 
Braegbele, &o. A number of young artiste are generally 
to be seen there, copying the works of the great masters, and 
I frequently observed eereral yonng pila tdmilarl; engaged, 
whose mothers sat sewing beside them. There is a great deal 
of taste in this respect amongst the g^ls here. The water- 
oolor d&abs which, in England, fond mothers call i^n their 
visitora to admire, are fortunately not to be seen hera Yon 
would be astonished at the masterly oil-puntings of tJie 
Spanish young ladies, whose education it is the fashion to 
C17 down. They make it a serious matter, and work in their 
blouses con amore. Their aooomplishments are certainly not 
intended for show. The first day we went to the Mnseo, the 

Uarqueaa de B , formerly a Grecian prinoras, was 

engaged in copying a Bubens, and her work was clever 
enough to lose very little even by the eudo of the ori^aL 
" Yon are sure to see a pale, thin, black-eyed woman," said 

M , " giving tho preference to the golden-haired, snowy- 

skinned beauties of Titian, or to the glowing, unideal women 
of Babens. An English or German ^1, on the oontrary, 
iTOuld be sure to search out some dark-visaged, gloomy saint 
of Bibcra's." 

And this reminds me that I have not yet given a cate- 
gorical answer to the numerous inquiries of my sisters, as to 
what kind of an education the Spanish girb have. They 
pretend that I am so carried away by their beauty and grace 
that I inquire no further. Since I am convinced that being 
posaOBSed with this idea, they would set little store by my 
opinion, 1 shall give them instead the synopsis of a discourse 

delivered to me by Madame upon that subject ; oertainly 

a good judge, both as being a foreigner, as having resided 



D,™),prib,Google 



165 

fifteen yean in Hftdrid, and m being a, TemarkMj elerer and 
well-informed woman herself: "Ton want to knov vxy 
o^Hniou of the edncatitHi of Spanish girla ? " said she. " Yon 
will not aiupeot me of being impartial, for unjoatly eospected 
as I am of being a little blue myself, I am at least not likely 
to commend ignorance in others. As to what it wai in for- 
mer dayB, concerning which so mnch has been written by 
foreigners, wlio I believe knew nothing about it, I know as 
little ; bat nnlesB we consider the works of Santa Teresa and 
other holy women as inspired, we know that they have had 
female writers nneqnalled in the olasdo eloqnenoe of Uieir 
style. As to education in tlie present day, we mnst alwajrs 
keep in view that Urge fortnnes are very oncommon in this 
oonntry ; I mean fortunes in keeping with the rank of the 
indiridnal ; and that there is almost invariably a position to 
be nuuntained, to which the means are unequaL Therefore, 
generally speaking, the daughters of a grandee of Spain mnst 
be made aaefal before they are made aooompUahed. But 
first as to tiie most important point, their religions education, 
nodung can be more strictly or earnestly attended to. 
Whether a girl is brought up withia the walls of a convent, 
or nnder her Other's roof, her first communion is the great 
event to which she looks forward with fedings of awe and 
joy. The most dissipated mother will never neglect having 
ttet child jn«pared for this holy solemnity, generally l^ the 
time she has completed her tenth year, whilst the generality 
of mothers devote their chief time aod attention to pre- 
pare their ehildren for reoeiving this great sacrament The 
ehild who is accustomed to ooafessioa &om its earliest years, 
who is tftught habitoally to examine its own heart, rarely 
&lls into any very grave error ; and the childish uns which 
duldren sometimes hesitate to disclose, even to their own 
parents, are cwfided to the priest of GM, and by hia pions 
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OMOMal endioated." " I mnat uy," interrapted Hra. ■', 
mn Bnglieh l^dy, who was present at what ehe called this 
morning leotnre, " that I qnite diaagree with yon here, toy 
dear friend. I should wish my children to have no other 
oonfidantB bnt me, and ahonld feel very much mortiied tf 
they were to tell an; priest what they wonid oonoeal from 
tlieir own mother. Confesuon alone, had I no other reason, 
would prevent roe from beooming a Catholic." " Yonr <^in- 
ion would be different if yon were one," stud Madame gently. 
" To me there ia not a more toadiing eight tlian a little boy 
kneeling before the piieet, with a grave and earnest bee, and 
eyes glistening with tears, whiqKiring his fanlts and emvs ; 
while the good priest, with his hand on the child's head, gently 
and gravely ohidea and oonaolee him ; or to see a mother bring- 
ing her littie gjrls to the oonfesnonal, and to ohaerre ti>eir 
grave and innocent expression, as they kneel beside the grating, 
and receive the fatherly advice and blessing of their spiritnal 
teacher. Depend vpoa it, that in after days they rarely fsrget 
these leeKtna learned in their childhood. And what ean be 
more striking than the sight of yonng ^Is at their first etsn- 
nuuion, dressed in pore white, the emblem of their own pure 
hearte, as with &oes cziM-eeaive of mingled fear and happiness, 
tbey approach the altar !" 

" Nothing would induce me," said Hrs. vehemently, 

"to allow my girls to go to confeenon. I am told," added 
she, lowering her voice, " that the guestioru girls are asked, 
are enough to pot bad notions into tJieir heads." " I will 
give yoD my little girls' cateohism, and preparation tot oon- 

feanon," said Hadame , smiUng, " and yon shall jndge 

fi>r yonrsel£" " That would make no difference," sud Mrs. 

; " the priests may say what they like. They are not 

obliged to kMp to the words that are printed. I allow that 
ysnr UtHe g^ris are as innoeait as— as iritite moss rose-bnds; 
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Imt no mtter, the idea u nrdting. I mnld not oonhm 
my Bins to a man, if 70a were to make me queen of En^ 

famd I " " Well," Bald Uadamo , langiiing, " we iball 

kare the religionB part of the edttoatioa; ooly 70a will 
allow me to tmy, that their religions daties as Cathotiet are 
atriotlj attended ta 

" Next to relif^ona inetmetion, the greateet care ia taken 
to make them perfect miiiag^et, so that whatever poaition 
tbey may fill in after life, tbejr are perfectly capable of 
directing their honseholds; and I know no girl in Madrid, 
however high her rank, who ia not fitted either to become 
tlia wife of a poor man, or to direct her household with per- 
feet order, and if neoeasarj, with strict eoonomj. They are 
tan^t to make their own dresses, to mend their own dothea, 
to keep aooomitB, to regulate the ospoiditiire, to attend per- 
Bon^ly to the most minnte detuls of housekeeping; and 
whaterer d>eir fiitare condition may be, this knowledge cer- 
tunly does them no harm." " I quite agree with yon there," 
said Mrs. , ".and think that ednoation on these p<»nt8 is 

aadjly neglected in England. Our girls are elegant, aocon^ 
pliehed creatures, but if they make a poor marriage, it ia a 
bad thing botJi for them and their husbands." " Whereas 

here," continued Madame , " I know many fiunilies with 

an moone so small, that in En^and they eould not keep 
their places in society, whoae houses are speoimeDB of order 
aftd good taste, whose children are well educated and well 
dressed, who mora in the best society, though they go ont 
bat seldom ; but who, when thi^ do i^pear in the world, are 
distinguished by the elegaooe of their a^iearance and mui- 
ners. All this is efiected by order and economy. 

" Were this all, of coarse their education would bo Tery 
iDOon^lete ; bnt I assure you that, generally speaking, they 
noeive a good solid educatitm, though they neither study 
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Latin nor meUiphj^oe. As for MoompliahmentM, muno tad 
punting ue willi them klmcwt & second nature, and were 
th«7 to derote one half of the time to their aoqairement that 
girls do in England, they would be artists," "Oertainlj," 

■aid Mrs. , " fine Toioes are as common here aa fine eyes. 

No one can pretend to sing, who is at all tnidiocre." 

"Then," added Hadame , "French the; all speak — 

English is Rooming neatly as oommon. In short, a yonng 
Spanish girl of the present day, — pions, modest, nsefal, 
■nffioiently acoompUshed, and thoroo^y ladylike, appears 
to me all that can he desired in a woman. It is true that 
their Bcqnainlance with general literature is not so eztennve 
OS that of their contemporaries in England, bat what they 
read is good, and thoroughly understood. Engeue Soe and 
Goorge Sands are unknown to them, except by repnta- 
tion." "Dear, clerer, wicked creatures 1" ejaculated Hrs. 

^. " In natural talent," added Madame , " I oon- 

sider Spanish women superior to (ibose of all other countries. 
I will not deny that a more learned education mig^t make 
them more brilliant, but I am not sore that it would improve 
them. Ton know how charming they are in eonversation, 
how foil of wit and vivacity. Give them a knowledge of 
general literature, and with their qniek perceptions and 
lively imaginations, they will become the most remarkable 
women in Europe. In the mean time, their edneation fits 
them to be good wives and mothers and judicious mistresMS 
of their fimiilieB, and their natural talent sapf^ies the want 
of knowledge, where this want exists. In diort, my dear 

oonnt," said Mrs. , laughing, " yon must take a Spanifdi 

inte back with yon to that chateau of yours, with its unpro- 
nou&oeable name; make her go through a oonrse of litera- 
ture, and she will become a formidable blue." " And the 
men, my dear Madame — — , what do you say of tbem F " 
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**OhI I le&To tbem to tlie jiidg»eDt of Eonpe. Tbeir good 
looki, good numners, aoA good ednntion, need no ocnumrat. 
Bat there is one tnit in tiieir ohuMter not bo generally 
known ; I mean their devotion to their iunibee ; eBpeoiall; 
to their mothere and asters. That devotion and almost 
chivftboas respect vith whieh the young Spaniard treats his 
moUier — the sacrifice of every pleasure to her oomfort— die 
dbedi«nc« even towards her, &om which he never emancipates 
himself — is nndonhtedly carried to a mndi greater extent 
here than elsewhere. Numerous are the instances in which 
the son, left in charge of bis widowed mother and sisters, 
sacrifices every inclination to marry, lest he should not have 
Buffioieut means to perform the sacred duty of providing for 
them. 

" The intunate tiietidship and confidence eiisting between 
the son and the mother is never dissolved. As long as she 
lives, she is his first thought, his first care, and attention to 
her his chief occupation. Neither politics nor pleasure, nor 
love nor ambition, can distract his thonghts from her. It is 
her advice that be seeks — it is with reference to her that he 
fbnuB his plans, and nothing bat death can ever dissolve 
that sacred union of heart and feeling. I never feel the loss 
of my own poor boy so vividly as when I go to see my 

friends, the SeQoras de F and F , each a widow 

with an only son, handsome young men as they botli are, and 
r^idly advancing in their profi^ons, forming the pride 
and consolation of what would otherwise be their lonely and 
onproteoted old age." 

" Take it with a reservation," said M , as we wore 

diswinHing the subject after dinner, " and all that Madame 

says, is true enon|^. The Spanish piU are extremely 

clever, bat they get none of their olevemeas fivm books, 
depend upon it. So much the better— give me any thing 
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but ft woman who reads tlutt she may tslk, aod talks to fdiow 
h«r learning." "J^adore leurt yeux noirt," said M. de 

T . "Et moi leurt petits pieds," said M, de E 

" They hive wonderfhl hair I " said CoaDt G . " They 

are good-natured, ooaffeoted, clever, and have no oonseDse 

about them," said M . " They never try to show off, and 

no one hat a rich bachelor, or one reputed rich, knows what 
a relief that is" added he, pathetically. " You are taking 
a leaf ont of oar friend Don Jaan's book," said I, laughing. 
" Not & bit of it," said M— — , " for not one of them would 
marry an Irish protestant, wero he as rick as Cnesus." 

Madrid is all alive now with balls and dinners, operas 
and suppers. A beautiful ball was given the other night at 
the Countees Montijo's. She certainly possesses the sodal 
talent more than any one I ever mot with, and without the 
least apparent effort seems to have a kind of omnipresence 
in her at^ns, so that each one of her gueeta receives a due 
share of attention. The principal drawing-room, all white 
and gold, is a noble room. The toilettes vere more than 
nsnally elegant, the jewels DniyerBal The finest diamonds 
were perhaps those of the Countess of Toreno, widow of 
the celebrated minlBter. The Duchess of Teman-Nuflez and 
the Princess Fio (an Italian lady), wore tiaras of emeralds 
and brilliante of a size and beauty that I have never seen 
surpassed. The Dnohegs of Alva was as usual dressed in 
perfect taste, but alas I I am not able to describe. It was 
something white and vapory, and covered with flowers, with 
a few diamond pins fastening in the flowers in her hair. 

I observed that whenever a young girl was without a 
partner, there was the hostess introducing one to her — or if 
an awkward-looking youth stood neglected in a corner, ehe 
took bis arm, brongbt him forward, presented him to some 
one and made him dance. Or if some scientific man, invited 
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for his meriti — ^for hor parties are mnch leis oarefolly win- 
noieed than those of Hie aristocrMj in geoeral — stood with 
hia spectacles on, looking a little like a fish oat of water, 
tiiere was the countess bende him, making him tAke her to 
the buffet, conrernng with him, as she does well upon every 
Bubject, aud putting him so mnch at his ease, that in a few 
minutes he eridentlj felt quite at home. 

The chief ornament of the sapper-room is a fnll-siied 
painting, representing the fimpreaa Eugenie in a maja dress, 
mounted on a beantiful Audalnsian horse. This drees, 
which she introduced the &sbion of wearing in the country, 
is rich and becoming. An embroidered dark velvet jacket, 
with silver buttons, a dark colored merino skirt, shorter than 
the usual amazone, trimmed with bands of velvet the same 
color as the jacket, a silk aash, and a caiaHet hat, such as 
the men wear, make a very pretty and picturesque costume 
de bntaiue. A little dagger or knift in an ornamented 
sheath ought to be stuck in the belt, to make the dress com- 
plete. I saw one the other day, sent from Seville to a young 
lady, with on inscription on it in pure Andalnsian, saying, 
"Yon do not need me— your eyes do execution enon^" 
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na Sifa—S^lcUao md TTOBMon—Chrimma wtom^^—D^ke tjf AJtst 



The Rifa conolnded very brilliantiy. The GoDdeea de 

telle me the; bave cleared ten thousand dolUra. The Count 
of San-Lnu lias been seriously ill, from which his enemicfl 
bare conceived great hopes, at least of his dinUssion. All 
Borta of absurd mmors aa to the cause ; amongst others, that 
immediately after the snspenHon of die Cortes, he fought a 
duel with General Concha, and was wounded in the head. 
As duelling, like mnrder, sometimes becomes a kind of 
epidemic, it was reported and belieTed that Lord H— — and 

Count B were to fight, owing to some dispute arising 

out of the Tnrgot affair. In consequence of this, police 
officers were stationed before their doors for eereral days, 
nntil it was ascertained that they were both pacifically in- 

The delay of her majesty's accouchement seems to give 
serious ofience, and to bo considered as in a great meaanre 
tbe &ult of the ministry. If she is fortunate enough to 
have a prince, they will doubtless become very popular, and 
many honors will be showered upon them. Their ladles wiU 
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raeeiTB the order of Bfuift LoiiiB% and eroMos and grades 
will prolMblj ^M dirtribnted with an nniparing hand. I 
hare heard it made a subject of eomplaint, that bo few 
croBsee hare been ^ren during thia adminiBtration ; an ex.- 
traordinat; oircomBtance, as they have hitherto been bo 
IftTishly bestowed as to lose nearly all their valae. 

The Marquia Tnrgot remains in a precarious state. The 
ball has not been extracted. The mantnise remains entirely 
confined to his ^lartments, and reoeives no one. Bigoletto 
eontinnes to attract all the world to tlte opera. The Boyal 
Theatre has now one great &nlt It is insofferably cold. 
Alt the SeBoras haTO to wnqi np in shawb and cloaks, which 
greatly injorea tie brilliancy of the general effect Why it 
is not heated, I hare not discovered. ChriBtmas passed off 
without any remarkable festivitiM amongst the hi^er 
olaesea. Each family has its own circle, and social meetings. 
Bat as for the people,, they hare enjoyed thenuelres to 
their hearts' content. The whole world has been dancing, 
ringing, eating besugo, mazapan, almond soup and turkey. 
The Plata Mayor has been a show for fish, regetables, and 
myriads of fat torkeya — ^wonderfiil dulcet, and cakes of 
erei7 rariety, sold in temporary booths — unidat such a din 
of talking, lan^^g, ringing, beating of matio drama called 
gambomiai, stnimming of goitais and three-stringed instru- 
ments called rahdes, that it was poritirely deafening; On 
the Noche Buma (GhriBtmas Ere) the animation and noise 
of the whole city was something indescribable. The theatre 
that lught was urasoally brilliant, and the quantity of light 
made some amends for the want of heat. The Troratore, 
the great triumph of la GaEzamga, was performed, and she 
was encored roraferonsly, delnged with bouquets, and en< 
reloped in flights of white pigeons, carrying sonnets and 
wreaths. One flew into the minister's box, and was can^ 
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hj the preudent of the oonneil, who threw it tm the i 
K psoifio omen. 

The djing Boene in the Trovstore ia really a trinmph of 
ganiiis in U Guiuiiga. The agoniefl of death seem to sMal 
gnutnally over the fkoe, and her reappearanoe before the cur- 
tain, when she wa« enthosiastioallj called fbr, seemed like a 
wondorAil resnaoitation. 

On CbristmaB morning every ohnroh was of course 
crowded. We went to the Chapel Boyal within the palace, 
and got in with difficulty. The chapel, which is of an oval 
form, is not ■paciona, bnt beautifiil in its architecture and 
adornment The iribttna of her majesty fronts the hi^ 
altar, above which is a ptunljng repreeenting the Archangel 
St. Michael, to whom the chwpel is dedioatcd. There is a 
fine Annunciation, by Menga, and the vaulted roof and oapola 
are covered with paintings al fresco, by Qiagointo, represent- 
ing the Holy Trinity, Our Lady, various choirs of saints, the 
battle of Olavigo, where Santiago fights for the Spaniards, 
&c The whole is adorned with pillars of black and white 
marble and marble etatoes. The muuo was very fine, the 
band led by Seilor Valdemosa. The qneen was not present, 
but the king and Yn&ntas occnpted the royal trUmtias- The 
Archbishop of Toledo celebrated mass. The sermon was 
deliverd by Father Arenal, a celebrated preacher. Prayers 
were offered up for the safe delivery of the qaeen. 

Count A has received an invitation to be present at 
the investiture of the Doke of Alva with the order of knight- 
hood of Calatrava. The invitation is as follows : — 

Don Juan Pedro Sanohes Pleytes, Marquis of SotomayOT, 
Grandee of Sptun of the first class. Senator of the Kingdom, 
Kni^t Commander of Almagro in the Order and Knight- 
hood of Cal^irava, &o. &a, reqaest« yoor Ezoelleuey to be 
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ploMad to aaaigt it the ohftptu vhioh will be Wd in At 
ohardi of the SgRoras ChiMndadoras (the fenule SiqMrion 
of ft militftij order), op the 28th of this mouth, it one in tbe 
ftftemoon ; in order to um aa kni^t, and to invest with the 
habit of the Bune, bis Ezcellenc; Don James Stewart and 
VentimigliB, Alvarei of Toledo, Duke of Berwick and Alva, 
&0. See. &e. 

Tbe oeremoDj was very fine. Tbe chnrob is spatnous and 
handsome. Its loft; dome forms a fine object in the street 
of AloaU. The principal seats were reserved for tbe knights, 
and for the members of tbe Alva fiunil; and tfaeir friends. 
It has a strange eflect, in this practical eentnry, to witness 
this pale reflection of tbe middle ages. Tbe kni^ts wore 
their white mantles, with tbe red cross on the aboiilder, and 
black velvet caps, with lofty white plumes. Hi^ mass was 
performed before tbe oeremonj of the inTcstitnre began. 
■ The duke, according to ancient coatom, bad passed tbe nigbt 

in the ohnreh, bedde bis armor. Mr. de assured me 

that it was with difficulty be obtamed abeolution, in oonse- 
quence of having fought a duel, an ofTenee which, in the 
ohuroh, belongs to tbe reserved ooMt, which can only be 
pardoned by tbe sovereign pontiff j and that it was at last 
gjven him by tbe pope's nnnolo, to whom the right, in oeitain 
cases, is occasionally transferred. 

The vows were taken kueeUng by tbe duke, in a clear 
and distinct voice. It is, after all, little more now than a 
vain ceremony, bat tbe Spanish grandees cling to it as to an 
embalmed corpse when the soul is departed. In Spun it is 
still an imposing sight. In any other country it would seem 
ridionlons. The Marquises of Viluma and Molins would, in 
tlieir appearanoe, have done credit to the knif^ts of former 
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dft^ Wh«n the ooremony ms oonolnded, we were mviled 
to vidt the oonrent of the GomendadoTas, aU noble ladles of 
the order, dreeoed like the knij^ts in white mantles and red 
eroswe, though with the nun's hood and reiL 
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We brought in the new year with a gaj simper at Oonnteas 
M o'8| bnt both Christinas and New Tear make me feel 
like an nnbappy schoolboy. I miss our sooial gatherings. 
I mias our Christmas fire. I miss the roaring log-fires in oar 
great hall. I am Terj near having a fit of hain^weh, and 
yet there is no part of the world, where kindness and oor- 
diality so soon make the stranger feel at home. I fdt that 

my health was dmnk that nig^t at Oastle , by more than 

a hundred familiar voices ; and I pledged them silently in 
steammg pnuches, nnder the fire of a whole artillery of dark 
eyes, and with the cordial sonnds of "f dices paseuaa," from 

a chorus of kindly voices; althongh Mr. told me I 

looked lagnbrions and sentimental, and even like a pelican 
in the wilderness 1 To-day the cabinet and diplomats hare 
gone to pay their respects to the qneen, who at present can 
have no pabUo reception. There is a party to-night at the 
Countess de Montijo's and a ball at the Msrqais de Gavria'a, 
a rich banker, one of that class which is beginning to take a 
conspicnons part in Madrid society, in this golden age. 
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Viaay u« th« &noieut palaces now oTeraliAdowed by Ui« 
huidsome modem edifices belonging to ike ariatocracy of 
wealth. 

January 3A — -^be ball was very fine, Tery crowded, and 
aa magnifioent aa immense wealth oonld mak« it; The boose 
standing in tJie Oalle de Areual is a palace, tbe fine court and 
noble stairoaae leading to suites of spacious rooms, tbe toott 
painted ai/reseo, and fomisbed witb all tbat modern luxury 
oan derise of ridk and splendid. Tbe supper was a banquet, 
wbere more money was probably expended tban in half a 
doien of tbe flimqr buffets which are considered quite satis- 
&ctory at entertainments in other hooees. There is no peo- 
ple less gmtrmand, more temperate in eating and drinking 
thu) the Spaniards. Here, however, was collected every 
delicacy in and out of season, and if the tables did not groan 
under tbe weight of gold plate, and vases filled witb ezqni^te 
flowers, I did, on finding myself wedged in, in the midst of 
Uie immense crowd, and strug^ng violently to obtain an ice 
for my partner, who was no less than a daughter of her Ma- 
jesty Queen Christina, who, witb her family, honored the 
ball with her presence. Few of the aristocracy were there. 
The society constated chiefly of tiie banking or mercantile 
class, tbe corps diplomatique, and ministers of the orown; 
and thou^ there were quite aa many fine diamonds and rich 
toilettes as usual, there was perhaps somewhat less elegance 
and distinction in tbe wearers. But it was an entertainment 
well worth seeing. At three in tbe morning I adjonmed to 
tbe Conntesa Montijo's in time to have a &mous polka witb 
tbe Countess S i. 

January 5tk. — This morning very sleepy, after a supper 

at S 'b. I was wakened about three in the morning by an 

ominous and thondering knock, and by the voice of tbe porter 
at Count A 'a door. "Her m^esty the queen estd cU 
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parto. Tour excellency is requested to go immedutely to 
the pttlace." I went to mj cUers room, ttud fimud him 
in siting a haflty toilette, while a h&lberdleT with a long cbak 
stood BODtinel in the ante-chamher. When he was equipped 
in fall nniform, and had driyen off, I returned to finish my 
interrupted Hlnmbers. About eight o'clock I was aroused 
by the booming of cannon, annonncing that a prince or prio- 
oeae was ushered into the world. But the ringing of all th« 
bells in the city, and the tremeodous noise made by the peo- 
ple, who were pouring along the Plaza del Oriente, on their 
-way to the palace, made it impossible to count eorrectly the 
number of coups. Some said they had counted fire-and- 
tvreiity, others nineteen. The heart of the city was beating 
tumnltuonBly. Shortly, however, a lugubrious silenoe reigned 
throughout Madrid. Her majesty had given birth to a 

Impossible to describe the disappointment legible on 
every countenance. Soldiers passed by, muttering and 
sweariog in a low voice. The queen and the mbistere had 
sunk below par. My chief retarded early. The queen was 
doing well. The new-born babe was brought in by the king 
on a golden plateau to be presented te the corps diplomatique. 
It seemed, he said, to be a fine child, but the day was bitter 
cold, and the apartment in which they were assembled not 
heated. It is to be hoped that the baby inherits the royal 
peculiarity of nerer feeling cold. Sorrow, anger, or ooDster- 
nation appears upon the generality of countenances. It is 
evidently regarded as another minuiterial blunder. 

The baptism is to take place to-morrow. A dead cahu 
has succeeded to this morning's uproar. Many are, no 
doubt, bidding a mental adieu to crosses, grades, and promo- 
tions. The poor little Ynfanta does not see the light under 
happy anspioes. The opposition press washes its hands of 
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tbe whsle aSbii, hy keeping the most oontemptnooB silenoe 
ooncerning the event. The bnlletiuB of the physicIaQa, 
though ineertod, are pat in, not at the bead of the newspaper, 
where all interesting and important CTents are recorded, bat 
amongst the indifferent news, without remark or commentary. 

Januari/ 6th. — The bulletin of the Qaceta this morning' 
is favorable. 

" Her Majesty the Qneen, Our Lady (whom God pre- 
eerre) has passed a tranquil night, and continues to recover. 
Her Serene Highness, the Tnfanta, continues welL" 

Nevertheless, there were certain rumors to-day that the 
little Tnlanta had taken cold, and was not well. Notwith- 
standing which, preparations continae for the baptism in the 
Cbapel Boyal, where tribunaa are prepared for the diplo- 
matic corps, the royal hooaehold, and the ministere of the 
crown. I translate the invitation received yesterday for 
yonr benefit 

Exmo-Senob 

Camarera Mayor of the Palace. 

Her Majesty, the Queen Our Lady (Q. D. G.), has been 
pleased to appoint the hour of three in the afternoon of to- 
morrow, ststh' of this month, for the holy ceremony of Bap- 
tism, which is to be administered to Her Serene Highness, 
the Ynfanta, to whom Her Majesty has happily given birth, 
and to which act H, M. has desired that yonr Excellency be 
invited, which invitation I accordingly send, that yonr Ex- 
oellency may assist at the oeremony, in your Tribuna. 

Which I communicate to your Excellency by Boyal 
Order, ar.d with the information that those who assist at 
this act are to appear de gala, and the ladies with train and 
white veil. Dies guarde 4 T. £. many years. 

Palace, 6th January. 

Signed by the Oonntees de Talloria, Duobess of Qor.' 
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His excellency went tX the hour appointed, and desired 
me to aooompany him, diongb it wu not probable that we 
Bobe. would find room in the diplomatio trUmna. An im- 
menae nomber of carriages blocked up tbe aide entrance of 
the palace, ilie front entrance being prohibited, in order not 
to disturb tbe qneen. The day was cold and gloomy. To 
onr Borprise, we met many ladies in conrt dregses coming 
away, and the oonnt inferred that the report of the Tnfanta's 
illnesB was tme, and that the baptism had been delayed. 

On the Btairoase we met Gonutees ooming down, and 

she told ns that the baby was dangerously ill ; thai the qneen 
bad not yet bees informed of it, and was merely UAd that on 
aocoont of the ooldneBS of the day, it was considered adrisa- 
ble that the Yufonta should not be taken to the chapel ; that 
the ministers had been sent for to the queen's ante-chamber, 
and that the patriarch of the Indies was now administering 
private baptism to the Tnfanta in the presenoe of the king, 
the cabinet, and the principal members of the royal bonse- 
hold. " Fortunate now that it was not a prince I " said Count 

A , as we re-entered the carriage. We met a nnmber 

of ladies of our acquaintance driving by, in trains and feath- 
ers, some looking sad and some looking cold ; amongst those 
who looked both, were the ladies of the cabinet. 

Sth.—Ihe Ynfenta died yesterday. Went to the weekly 
isrtuiia at the house of Madame Oalderon de la Barca; 
very pleasant, rather crowded ; but, on account of the Tn- 
fitnta's death, no music as titere nsnally is. 

Followed the crowd into the chapel to-day to see it lying 
in state, under a gorgeous oonopy, dressed in lace cap and 
robes, with the crown of Spain at its feet. Connoisseurs say 
it is a fine-lookiDg baby, and very large. The chapel was 
crowded, chiefly by the lower class of people, who walked 
round, nureying rather gloonuly the small atom of royalty 
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Tvpaaug in tho mftjeat; of death — guards ataoding seatinel 
at the bead and feet. 

Count A ' went to insoribe hia name for the qneeo. 

A number of people were in the ante-room. The queen haa 
not jet been infonned of her child's death. She was Tisited 
to-day b; her ministers, and is etud to be looking very welL 
The privileges of royalty are aometimea not agreeable, I 
should think. It is luud the baby died of cold from being 
kept up all night— it being against etiquette to put it in bed 
with its nnrse. The poor nurse is no douht a sincere mourner. 
Had the oliild been a prince, I believe there would have been 
a mob in Madrid this night. 

The little prinoess is to occupy her nidie in the Esooriat. 
Gerttun persons are named to aooompany the body, and 
Count A has got permission for me from , to accom- 
pany the procession in one of the carriages. 

The opposition newspapers have not even mentioned the 
death of the Ynianta, oertainly a pnblio mark of disreqaect 
to the queen, upon whioh the Hertddo and other government 
papers have not failed to comment. The anger of the oppositioD 
party at the continuance of San Lnis in power, knows no 
boonds. Meetings are held in the cafis, and at the houses 
of tbe principal malcontents. The preudent of the oooncil 
' is seriously aboaed, because, in'publishing the act annonnctng 
the birth of the Ynfanta, he added the surname of Tapia to 
that of Don Lnis Sartorins, and it is s^d that as a crowning 
piece of vanity, the Marquis of Molius, Don Mariano Roca de 
Togorea, has signed himself Don Mariano Booamora 1 It is 
reported that San Luis will be nused to a dukedom, will 
be made a grandee of Spain, See. The queen, meanwhile, 
continues to repose perfect confidence in her ministers. 
Papers are circulated throughout Madrid, of the most inflam- 
matory desoription. I will give you one as a sampl& 
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" SPANIARDS ! 

"We have endured long enough. The degradation 
of power has arrived at its height. The laws are broken. 
The constitution does not exist The ministry of the qneen 
ia the ministry of an imbecile, absurd and ridicnlona &vor- 
ite ; of a man withoot reputation, without glorj, without 
talent, without courage, without other titles to the supreme 
faror but those which can be fonnd by licentious feebleness. 

" A new Godoy, he pretends to put his foot npon the 
neek of this heroic nation, immortal mother of the victims of 
the 2d of May, of the heroes of Saragossa and Oerona, of the 
wars of Arlaban, Mendigorria and Luchaua. Are we to suf- 
fer so mnch ignominy with impunity ? Are there no swords 
in the land of the Cid ? Are there no pikes ? Are there no 
stones ? Up, up, Spaniards I To arms every one ! Death 
to the &vorite 1 Long live the Constitntion I Long live 
Liberty I " 

Absurd as this is, it is greedily devoured by those who 
are discontented with the government, and who hope to profit 
by any change, no matter at what expense it may be ofiectcd. 
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B«nal^Ae TnfbHla — A lingiJariocmioit — f\meniIproeemM — T&eHeorial 
—ImtenKd grtmdtar o/thc Eiairiai — T/ienltrm. 



Theee days have elapsed since my visit to the Esooriol, and 
I have not jet thaved. All was on a gigantic scale ; the 
ceremonies, tiie building, the cold. The ooldoesa of the day, 
one of the most severe we have had in Madrid, was almost 
unbearable within tiie precincts of the Escoiial, but it was 
a scene which I can never forget. AU my day-dreams of 
old Sp^n were realized, or rather surpassed. I was about to 
write you a description of all the pomp and circumstance 
with which the poor little scion of royalty was eonreyed to 
the tombs of her fathers; but an offimal statement published 
this day in the Gaceta, is so oharaoteristio and so accurate in 
its details, that I think you will find it more curions to read 
a translation of it, than were I to give yon a less oircomstan- 
tial and less accnrate account of what I saw. 

" Act of the delivery and conveyance of the dead body 
of her serene highness the Tnfanta of Spain, to the Boyal 
Pantheon of the Escoiial." " I, Don Raphael Bamires 
de Arellano, secretary of her majesty, Bubsecretary of the 
ministry of grace and justice, appointed by royal order of 
the 9tb of this mouth, to execute as delegate of the minister 
of titat department, the office of chief notary of these king- 
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doma, and oonaeqaentiy to awist at the delivtrj of the royal 
body of ber serene bi^neflB the Tn&nta of Spun (now in 
glory), daughter of the most Ulostriotis eovereignB of Spun, 
Doiia Tsahel II, and Don Francis of AsBiBsinm Maria, 
bom in ib.e royal palaoe of Madrid on the 5th day of the 
present month, and baptised on the following day, the 6th, by 
the bands of bis excellency, Senor Don Thomas Tgleuu y 
Baronea, patriarch of the Indies, witbont any pomp or so- 
lemnity, but in the manner osnal in cases of neoesaity : 

" Do certify and bear witness : that her royal higbnesa, 
having died by a natnral illness in the said royal palace, at 
ten minntee past eleven, on the morning of the 8th, I repaired 
in fdlfilment of the dnties of my office, on the morning of 
the 9th, to the said royal palace, and saw with respect in 
one of tiie saloons, upon a table, tlie fitce entirely exposed, 
the dead body of her royal highness, dressed in a robe of 
white cambric, richly embroidered and trimmed with lace, 
and placed npon a plateau of silver. 

"Her excellency DoBa Maria de Carmen Alvarei, de 
las Aatoriaa Boborgnes, widowed Marchioneaa of Povar, 
grandee of Spain, lady of honor to the qaeen our lady, and 
governess of her serene highness the Frinoess of the Astoriae, 
who stood at the bead of the royal body, accompanied by 
the ladies of the royal household, addressed herself in a clear 
voice to his ezoellency SeSor Don Antonio Agiiera y Mol- 
linado, Marqnis de los Llanos, mayordomo of the week to 
her majesty, named by her order, to transport the body to the 
Pantheon of the Boyal Chapel of St. Lorenzo of the Escorlal, 
formerly the monastery of that name, saying to him : 

" I deliver over to yoar excellency, in compliance with- 
the orders of their majesties, the royal body of her serene 
highnef^ the Tn£inta of Spain, their angoat daughter. 
Doee year excellency undertake the charge of it f " 
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"And the ma^ordomo of the week, Harqins de Iob 
Llanofl replied : ' I do andertako the charge of it.' 

" Then tiie aforesaid marqais addressed the rojal body of 
monteroB (ckasaeurs), then and there represented by Don 
Matthew Madrau), Don H&ximns Merino, Don James Fer- 
nandez Gil, and Don Sand&lio Villasante, and said : 

" ' Monteros of the royal chamber and guard ; do yon re- 
cognize the royal body of her serene highness, the Yn&uta of 
Spain ? ' 

" The monteros replied : ' Yes, we do recognize it.' 

" ' Do yon take charge of the body of her royal high- 

" ' Yee, we do take ditagfi of iL' 

" Theo the mayordomoe of the week, his ezeellenoy the 
Count of Oasa Flores, his excellency J>on Manuel Bbsales, 
Don Fernando Trujillas, and Don Luis Garcini y Gastjlla, 
took up the plateau on which the body of her royal highne^ 
was placed, and preceded by the other mayordomos of the 
week and by the QentilhoTnbrea de Casa y Boca, Don Pedro 
JosS de Hendoza, Don Franoisco Aguirre y Mollinedo, Don 
Jobs Paapati y Bracho, and Don Pedro Juan Ouesca, the 
proceasion continued through the principal gallery to the 
royal chapel. 

" At the door was his excellency the patriarch of the 
Indies, clad in his semi-pontifical robea, with the chaplains of 
honor " (whose names are here enumerated), " and the other 
individuals belonging to the said chapel royal. 

" The royal body was placed in the centre of the ch^iel 
on an imperial bed, hung and corered with nob stnfb of yel- 
low Batin, eibbroidered in colore, with rused work of silver. 

" Two monteros of the royal chamber and guard watched 
at tlie head and at the sides, and at the foot of the imperial 
bed two guards of the c^oceo. 
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" At the right of the head wu placed the rtandird of tha 
royal brotheriiood of the semnts of their Dujesties and 
highnemes, with two bdividnalB of the eame, and in the en- 
elosore of the ehapel the oorrespoDding lights. 

" The prooeedoB Bnrronnding the royal body entoned the 
hymn Laudatt putri Dominum, all holding the lighte nsoal 
is these tieremcaiea. 

" At half-past eleven the royal ohapel was opened for the 
public, nntil uz in Uie erening, and remained open the two 
following days, during which three days an extraordinary 
concourse of persons sasembled to see the royal body, giving 
unequivocal proofs of sorrow and regret. On the 11th, a 
solemn mass of the angels was Bnng in &e royal chapel, at 
which his eminence Uie Cardinal Archbishop of Toledo 
offioiated in his pontifical vestments, and at which assisted 
his excellency the patriaroh and the ohaplains of honor. 

" Amongst the numerous oonoourse of persons who had 
Ae entry into the swd chapel, were his excellency the May- 
ordomo Mayor, (he chiefs of the palace, and the grandees of 
Spain, lords in wuting on her majesty. 

" At eight in the evening, with all necessary precautions 
and aecority, the Uorquis de los Llanos ordered that the 
royal body dioald be placed, and it was placed, in an inner 
ease of lead, covered on the'npper part by a glass", the act 
being performed in the presence of the aforesaid monteros of 
ibe royal chamber and guard of varions individuals of the 
royal household, and of the royal oorpa of the queen's 
goarda 

" The leaden case being placed in on exterior one, lined 
with silver tissue and golden laoe, and the coffin containing 
the royal body being guarded &om that hour as it had 
hitherto been, the Marquis de los Llanos arrived at the royal 
ohapel at seven, on the morning of the 12th, accompanied by 
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me, *nd we proceeded to verify, uid did verify, the ideotity 
of the Tojil body throagh the crystal. 

"Bis excellency, the patriurch of the Indiee, thea pre- 
sented Mmself in semi-pontific&l robes, preceded by the otobb 
of the royal chapel, witli the ohaplainB of honor (here enn- 
merated), and with the corre^Mmding ohaplains of the altar, 
the psalmists, singers, and musicians of the said ohapel royaL 

" The nsnal prayers being chanted, the coffin was raised 
&om its imperial bed. After being locked, and covered 
with a cloth and cushion of golden tissae, by the mayordo- 
moB de Semans (their names enumerated), and carried by 
them through the midst of all the assistants to the head 
of the staircase, where it was received by the lords of the 
bedchamber of her majesfy, Seflores, &o. &c) who delivered 
it over to the equerries, Bon Francisco ViUavioencia and 
Don Gabriel Sanohes del Cid, in order to have it placed hi 
a beautiful eatvfa (a kind of carnage), belong^g to the 
Cabailenzca Beales, of massive mahogany, all adorned with 
branches and garlands of artifioial flowers, and hangings of 
whito satin, with embroidery and borders, arrows, cords and 
tassels of gold. 

" The ooffin being placed there in my presenoe, in Hiat of 
the Marquis de los Llanos, and of the individuals belon^i^ 
to the royal corps of the noble Honteros de Espinosa, above 
mentioned, the foneral procession set off at eight in the 
morning, preceded in front by a pioqnet of cavalry, two trum- 
peters, the officers riding in two lines, two horses with rich 
housings, the standards and members of the royal confrator- 
nity, the cross of the royal chapel, the olerk, psalmists and 
nngers of the same, tbe chaplains of honor, lords of the bed- 
chamber and hoosebold, mayordomos of the week, two life 
guards, the carriage containiog the body of her royal high- 
Bess, by the side of which rode fear fiords of the chamber 
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and hoofiebold, and two mastcTS of tlie hone with torcb««, 
two moQteros of the royal chamber by the ooach-steps, and 
two footmen behind. Behind the carriage followed Hm 
HarqniB de loa Llanos, who, witii my aaustance, presided over 
the procesuon, having on his left his excellency Bon Nicholas 
Lonie de Lt^a, archbishop of Selenoia, abbot of San Dde- 
fonso, the inarch being closed by a pioqnet of the qneen's 
goazds, nnder the command of Colonel Don Felix Ortega, 
with an escort of caralry, commanded by ui officer of equal 
rank, Don J<m6 Haria Golarto ; bodies of all the regimenta 
in Madrid being drawn ont on parade, nnder the orders of 
tbe military governor of the city. 

" In this order the fnneral prooession arrived at San 
Antonia de la Florida, amidst a nnmerona aasemblage of 
people collected in ephe of the inolemency of the weather, to 
wttDcss the funeral ceremony. Here, those persona fbr 
whom carriages were prqisred, got in, and the procession 
continued in the same order as befbre, Sus." 

Here I shall take leave of the veracious chronicler, whom 
I have followed so &r, because my acoonnt could not vie in 
aconraoy with that of the royal secretary, and also becauae 
the manners and cnstoms of Spain are so unchanged in cer- 
tain ceremonials, that it might form a pendant to an old MS. 

Aoim me by , describing the nuptials of Philip II. with 

Mary of England. But having arrived at San Antonio, 
where, though I cannot say tliat a carriage yiMprepa/red for 
me, a place in one was permitted, I found myself forming 
part of the procession, in a comfortable coach, drawn by four 
sleek moles, with thi«e oliher young men, who acoompanied 
tlte cortege in an official capacity. The morning being bit- 
terly cold, we drew up the windows, wraj^ed ourselves in 
our cloaks, ventured to light our cigars, and proceeded, of 
oouree at a very slow pace, behind the magnificent oar oon- 
taining the remains of the little Yufanta. 
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In tiie villages of Las Bomb, QaUpagar, and what u 
ealled the Escorial dt Abaj'o, long delays were made. The 
olergy ot the parish ohurohes came oat to meet the proces- 
sioD, and agwn the beaatiiiil psalm, Laudaie ptteri Dotm- 
num, was entoned in solemn accent^ onder the clear bine 
oold sky. It was dnsk long before we artivftd at the Esoo- 
rial, at nearly balf-paat six. I strained my eyes in th« 
darkness to disUDgoish this wonderful monnment of the stem 
Catholic monarch, into whose domains we thns entered in 
the darkness of the night, to deliver ap, as it were, to bis 
gnudiaoahip an innooent little descendant of bis race. It 
loomed out in the darkness, immense, mysterious, lonely. 
The SDowy crowns of the Onadaramas were distinctly visible. 
The wind blew fiercely, and sounded like a sad and moaning 
requiem, proooeding from the everlasting hills. The stars 
shone out clearly and coldly, through the dark clouds that 
were blown across their silvery disks. The procession 
halted. 

The Brigadier Purrind, chief of brigade; Moral, com- 
mander of the infuitry ; Velasques de Velasoo, commander 
of the arttUnry ; and the constituent corporation, oame out 
to meet and receive the body of the princess. The pTooe»- 
sion moved slowly towards the monastery, aud drew up in 
front of the royal chapel The two mast^s of the horse de- 
scended the coffin from the hearse, and delivered it to the 
lords of the royal boosehold, who placed it upon a kind of 
estrade, prepared for its rec^ttion under the portico leading 
to the great entrance of the Spanish monardia. 

Here the Bcraie was most striking ; a long procession of 
ehi^lains and churchmen, headed by the abbot in bis cope, 
the crucifix b(»iM in front, advanced to meet the body. 

Then the chaplain, Proseeretario, read in a loud and dis- 
tinot voice an order bom their majesties, transmitted to tho 
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aiAmt by the patriarch of tiie Indies, in which they oom- 
mnnteated to him the death cf her wrene hi^ineae die 
Yn&nta, desiring that her royal body, now transported to 
the Eacorial, should be depodled with the usual solemnitiea. 
The abbot, president of the royal chapel, then demanded of 
the Harquis de los Llanos whether he were charged to bring 
the royal body there, which he answered in the affinuatire, at 
the same time dehTering to the abbot the order which he 
had received from the Maytyrdomo Mayor to that effect. 

Another schedole waa then read by the Archivero (keeper 
of the reowds), in which King Philip IV. had decided a con- 
trorersy existing between the chapel of the royal palace at 
Madrid and that of die monastery of San Lorenio. A new 
and solemn recognition of the body was then made, and be- 
ing identified, the abbot, deacon, and snbdeacon threw holy 
water on the corpse, and the solemn mu«o of the church re- 
sounded through the lofty Tanlts : Sii nomin Domine bene- 
dictum, Laudatepueri Dominutn, songs of praise and tbants- 
giving, suitable to the obsequies of the royal infant, who has 
exchanged her chance of an earthly crown for the certainty 
of one of eternal glory. Meanwhile it seemed as if all the 
winds of hearen were unchained that night, their hoarse 
Toioea howling roand the massive building, blowing through 
the ranltB, extingaishing the great torches, and moaning in 
tones that sounded like the wuling of infernal spirits, or of 
aonlfl in agony. 

The prooesidim entered the church, and it required little 
imagination to believe the whole scene a vision of by-gone 
ages. " A hut fiir myself, a palace for Qod," said the monarch 
who deigned this glorious pile. I cannot pretend to describe 
it, for all was indistinct in gloom and grandeur. The biasing 
lights which yet but ^ntly illuminated the immense cathe- 
dral — the ecJio of the music, Seati immacvlati in via — tiie 
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ftbbot Knd priests — grandees and officers in niufbrm — till 
this preparation for reoeiring tiie remains of an infant who 
had Boaroely opened her ejes on the light, but who was the 
descendant of a long line of princes — the inuneuse magni- 
tude of ever? thing in this ^guitio temple, making tho tallest 
men dnindle into pigmies by oompariaon — tho whole pro- 
duced KU effect which no time can eboe from my memory. 

The proceRBJon proceeded, bearing the coffin, with all its 
rich adominga, and placed it npon a monoment prepared for 
its reception in the centre of the chnrch, npon the golden 
enshion, at the head of which was a royal crown; at each 
side QumerooB vases of flowers, and to the right and left 
eight tapers of while wax. On the high altar burned a 
huge bronze candelabra, destined ezcluairely for royal in- 
terments, with nine lighted tordies. Though the whole 
edifice was illnmiuated, it etill looked gloomy. When the 
prayers were conclnded, the royal corps of monteroa and the 
queen's guards received the body into their custody, and 
remained to keep watch over it during the night. I could 
not witk propriety remain, aa I would willingly have done, 
to examine the wondera of the church, ao I took one glanoe 
at the little upturned waxen face of the Yn£tDta, lying in her 
calm sleep, all unconaoious of tho royal honors paid her, Irft 
the guards to their cold and solemn night-watch, and fidr 
lowed the prooesalon into tiio palace. 

I must eonfeas that the aigbt of a spacious tapestried 
hall, well lighted, at the fiirther end of which waa a roaring 
fire, of huge logs of wood, and of a long table covered with 
smoking diahea, brought me down to real life, and made me 
fbrget for a while every oonaideration but that of the intense 
cold and hunger from which I waa auSering ; feelinga whidi 
had until then been k^ rn abeyance, probably &om the 
philoBopkioal oonoluaian that they could not be appeased 
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The abbot, wdtbishop, lordi of the bed-«huDber, offinn of 
tJie hooBebold, and other dignitariea, took their placei with 
all dae etiquette, and I fbond myself seated between two of 

my travelling oompanions, young Z. del V and P , 

whh ft smoking turkey as a Tia-Jt-Tia. We did all jastioe to 
Hie feaet, ereu while giving an ooca«onal tbon^t to the Ut- 
ile princess with her monteros in the oold church. The 
repast was royal in its profiimon, the guests quiet and deco- 
rous. The robes of the priests and the brilliant uniforms did 
not appear out of keeping with the ancient Flemish tapes* 
tries, marreUonaly preseired in their coloring. I felt as if wo 
should hardly have been startled had Philip II., with high 
mtt, black hat and plomes, glided in and aasnmed hia diair 
of state at the head of the table. 

It was late when the numerons party retired to the Tarious 
a^nrtmenta assigned to them. I was roused from a deep 
sleep by the increased fieroeness of the wind, and by the toll- 
ing of the bells for the dead. The sun was already hi^ in 
the hearens when all the persons compouug the royal cartiga 
were again assembled in the church of San Lorenso, and 
together with the oily corporation, had taken their seats on 
itte long benches placed on either ude of the monument. 
The Marquis de los Llanos, and the notary occupied two 
ancient Telvet chairs at the head of the coffin — the monteros, 
royal guards and officers, stood in their re^teotire pltoes. 

The snow had hardened in the night, and the sunbeams 
Btmggled through the lofty windows, the &iut rays nearly 
extinguished by the blaie of the numerous tapers and 
torches. Even more wonderful the mighty temple a^reared 
to me t&an it did on the preceding night. The great organ 
pealed forth a strain of solemn and triumphant psalmody, 
accompanying the Toloes of the choir. The pontifical mass 
de lot Angeles was celebrated by the Arohbiahop of Selencia, 
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d by the tojti cht^luna. At its oonelnnon Uiey left 
the Iiigh ftltar and Borrounded the sepnlchral monnment, 
cbuiting the sntiphon Jvvsna et Virgitua, followed by the 
paalm Laudate piuri Dominum d« Ce^ia, dniing which the 
coffin wu niaed &om its temporary resting-place by the fbor 
mayordomos, and carried to the entrauoe of the Pantheon, 
where it wm reoetved by the QetitiihombrM, who carried it 
down to the second landing-place of the stair. There it was 
delivered to the monteros, and by them placed before the 
altar, on a tomb erected in die centre of the Pantbecm. 

Then the exterior case was opened, and the Marquis de 
las Llanos, followed by the royal notary, advanced to identify 
the corpse, declaring it to be that of her royal hi^ineea the 
Tn&nta of Spain, daughter of the illnstriona sovereigns of 
Spain, Sena Ysabel S^nnda and Don Francisco de Aasis 
Maria. The same ceremony was performed by all the goards 
and noblemen, by the arobbishop, chaplains, corporation, and 
in snccession by all who were present. After which the 
Marqnis de los Llanos asked alond : 

" Monteros of the royal chamber and guard, do yon recog- 
nize in this corpse that of her royal highness the Ynfiinta of 
Spun, which was delivered to you by me in the royal palace 
of Madrid on the ninth day of this month ? " 

And the monteros replied, " Si Setior ; this is the body 
of her royal highneae the Yn&nta of Spain, which was de- 
livered to UB by your excellency, and as such we recognize 
it" 

The same question was put by the notary, and the same 
answer ^ven. 

The exterior case of the coffin was then locked, and the 
key delivered by the Marqnis de los Llanos to the abbot 
president of the royal chapel, with an order firom their ma- 
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jesdes that tbe rofal oorpee ahonld remun in the Puitlieoii, the 
iroD door bemg looked until Hieir nugeetiee should diqmoe 
othenrise. The abbot received the \xj, and pTomlsed to 
obey Esidifally the orders of their majestiee. At the same 
momeat a disclmrge of mtuketiy was fired by the garrison. 
We reasoended the gloomy staircase leading from the Bepnl- 
chre. The iron doora were closed, and the little prinoesa 
was left to moulder into dust amongst her royal ancestors. 
The absurd &noy that she most suffer ftom the coldness and 
gloom to which she was abandoned hannted me for honre 
afterwards. 

Unfortunately, it was in run for me to attempt gaining 
a sight of the library, the frescos, the paintings, the palace, 
or the monastery that day. I lingered behind the others a 
few momenta, while one of the chaplains showed me the narrow 
chamber where Philip II. parsed several years, and where 
from his hard couch be conld see mass performed in the church, 
and the (oshiou worn by his dtuly prayers. He called on 
me to remark the eleven great arches behind the high altar, 
with their gigantic cruoifixeB worked in blood-red jasper 
upon pure white marble, the beautiful tabernacle composed 
of the finest jasper and gilded brouie — ^the OapUla Mayor, a 
wonder of art, the whole ornaments of which are also entirely 
composed of fine jasper and precions metals. He told me that 
the height of the cupola was three hundred and thirty feet 
from the floor of the temple to the pinnacle of the cross ; that 
the principal fagade, where is the public entry, is seven 
hundred and foity-fonr feet wide, and sixty-two high, ap 
to the cornice which sorroonds the whole edifice; and that 
the front facing the south is-five hundred and eighty feet 
from tower to tower. I followed him into the vast, deserted 
cloisters, and took a hasty glance of the magnificent paintings 
tii fresco, as fresh in their coloring as if the hands that eze- 
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onted them, inatead of hnving monldered in the dnst for 
oentories, hod but oompleted their work. One tantalizing 
look at the principal sturoaee, gigautio in its proportions ; at 
the vaulted roofii oovered with vouderfbl paintings, wMdi 
Beem lavishly strewn, Uke bright flowers of the Geld, over 
every comer, and wall, and crevice, and vault of this marvel- 
lous creation of genius, and then I was obliged to harry 
through the solitary ooart-yards, and arrived jost as the 
guards were mounting their horses, and the carriages drawing 
up. 

As we drove off, I took one last look of the Escorial, now 
brilliantly illnminated by the morning sun] Alone in a 
desert, it oan be compared wi^ no surronnding object, unless 
with the lofty mountains behind it. The embodiment of a 
grand idea, a great and gloomy mind could alone have aooom- 
plished it. I promise myself to retnm hither in spring, yet 
it seems to me that winter is the most appropriate time for 
seeing the Escorial in all its stem gloom and grandenr. 

Our return, though lees tedious than our journey there, 
was Bofficieutly slow and tiresome, tmd when I presented my- 
self at the dinner-table of the Legation, I was greeted by an 

exclamation of amused surprise from M , who was dining 

there. " Yon look as white as a sheet, my dear count; one 
may easily see you have returned from a pilgrimage to the 
tombs of the kings." " He looks frozen," said his excellency, 
" and no wonder." " I plead guilty to cold and hanger, sir," 
s^d I. " Yoa have no idea how comfortable you look here." 
But neither a good dinner, a good fire, nor pleasant talk 
could banish the mighty Escorial from my mind. In sleep 
I distinctly saw the ancient kings arising to welcome their 
descendant. They passed like the kings in Macbeth, crowned 
and shadowy and colossal, like the bronze statues in the Plaea. 
The little Yn&nta, with her waxen &oe, sat up in her coffin 
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and bowed to them aa they fonned & cnrele ronnd her. It 
was tt real uightmare, and I ms quite reliered to be ankened 
by a blind woman, who was shrieldng alond : " Horrible le- 
gend of a yonng female vho killed seventy ohildren, and was 
carried away by an evil spirit." I thought it was high time. 
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T%e Avux ^ Forma — BiUb and Bemiiont — Tie good potty of kt^jig 
quiet—C(xg> d'^al — Gm. (/Donndl. 



Befokts of a chftDge of miuistiy — an expected crisis — a ooap 
. d'Stat predicted. It is known that private meetings are held 
at various houses of- the opposition party. The queen was 
informed of her child's death the day of its removal to the 
EscoriaL She had already began to anapeot the troth, and 
was naturally in very low spirits. She has, however, had a 
rapid recovery, and has already held a oooncil of ministers. 
The Priace of Panua is expected. The palace of the Cauno 
is prepared for hb reception. Heruani at the royal theatre. 
The house may vie in coldness with the EsooriaL The ladies 
sit mnfflfld in cloaks and shawls. 

Met the Prince of Panna at a party at the OoQntesa 
Xoutijo's. Had the honor of an introdnctioa to his royal 
highness. He spoke to me in German like a native. Ha 
seems to have a wonderfbl gift of tongues. In French, Eng- 
lish, and even in vai'toaa patois he is perfectly at home. He 
looks yonoger than his age, which is about thirty; and 
though veiy amusing, has a kind of reckless gayety in bis 
manners, which, while it provokes laughter, has something 
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sad in it at the same time. H« has a good, slight figure, and 
a clever face, but b not handMme, and certainly not princely, 
either in appearance or manners. He valtied forionaty, yet 
never seemed to grow tired, and wliile he made his partners 
laugh, always looked grave himselt There is a certain 
dignity in his ur when he pleases to adopt it, which is sel- 
dom. When going up to lead ont Goontees S for a 

waltz, finding a table in the way, be vaulted over it I He is 
nndeniably gtod-natured, and has pUn^ of talent, with no 
judgment to direct it. He lives for amusement, yet never 
loots amnsed. It was a strange lot for poor " Mademoiselle " 
to be taken from her oonvent in order to be mated with this 
royal harlequin. , 

As the court monming for the Queen of Portugal is over, 
the balls look more animated now. A beantiful one was 
^ven, some days ago, by the yonng Duchess of Feman-NntleE 
^-one of the best I have been at this winter ; but very few of 
the grandees of Spain open their houses. They have gen- 
erally their own nightly iertidias, where half a dozen of 
tiieir habihtfi pass an hour or' two without ceremony, bat 
they give neither balls, dinners, nor parties. The Marquesa 

de M a receives once a week ; but it is a very clannish 

affair, consisting almost entirely of the relations of the fam- 
ily, with the addition of some of the most distinguished poUos. 
The embassy, of course, is closed. Some of the diplomatio 
ladies showed faint symptoms of an intention to give weekly 
receptions, but the duels seem to have damped their ardor. 
The Sf arqnis de Molins gives literary suppers, where only 
men are invited. The Duke of Bivas has also reunions of 
men, literary, political, and poetical, at which the duchess 
and her daughters occasionally appear. Mme. Calderoa de 
la Baroa has weekly musical soirees, and the Coontess da 
Uontijo is indefatigable in her hospitalities. 
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Huiy raascms are giTen bh to the motivee of the grandees 
in keeping their hotues henneticilly closed. Some say it is 
■olely from indolenoe ; others, that it is becanee their for- 
tnnes cannot compete with those of the banking clasa ; and 
others, th&t it anBea from tbe necessity now existing of asking 
every one or of offending many ; and that they prefer having 
no entertainments rather than open their doors to mixed 
society. None of these reasons seem to me rery satis&otory. 
I should think it was at least as tronbleaome to dress to go 
out, as to receive friends at home. Great elpenae is not 
necessary here in giving a loirie dansanie. Except at regu- 
lar balls, chocolate or tea is considered sufficient in the way 
of refreshments ; and the honse^of the nobility, if not so 
q>lendidly famished, are in my opinion mnch more noble- 
looking and in better taste than those of the nouveaux riches. 
As for the last reason, I cannot imagine why they shonld 
not choose their own society, or set so much stress upon pop- 
nlarity, when, with a very few exceptions, they avoid as much 
as posdble taking any part in political affairs. 

C ^1 says there is another cause mnch more potent 

than any of the former, vis : that in Madrid it is nnsafe to 
be distinguished for any thing — ^for wealth, talent, or even fijr 
beauty — and that the only way to get on well here b to keep 
quiet. He says that those who have passed any length of 
time in this country of revolutions, never fail to find this 
out ; and that here it is always wise for every one, especially 
fbr B public man, to appear poorer than he really is. " If 
the wife of a cabinet minister," said he, " has fine diamonds, 
they are pointed out as proofs of the scandalous robberies of 
her husband. If he ^ves good dinners, they are remarked 
npon as another strong proof of his orimiuality. If he builds 
a fine bonse, his reputation is blasted. If a pretty woman, 
whose husband is not rich, appears with a new bracelet, she 

D,™),Prib,GOOglC 



COUP d'etat. 191 

has received it ftom her lover. The fine jewels of the uis- 
toorscy excite no comment, because thej are aoppoeed to 
have inherited them ; hat if they made a oertain display of 
wealth in their own honsee, it ia more than likely that they 
would be acciued of having enridied themaelvee by some ne- 
fariona transaction." If this he tme, even with some exag- 
geradon, it is a melancho^ Btate of things. 

Severe measures have been adopted by the ministry, differ- 
ently jndged of ootirse, by each party. The oppositioiuBts are 
fnrioos. The advocatcB of .the ministry say that they are 
not severe enough. The Marqois of Docro has received 
orders to proceed to his quarters at the Canary Inlands ; 
General Tn&nta to Majorca; also General Jos£ Concha to 
the same place; General O'Donnell ia sent to Santa Gnu de 
Teneriffe. If the discoveries sud to have been made by the 
government are certain, these measnree are no donbt very 
mild. Great agitation and excitement in the Casino this 
evening. The Cafi Suisse was crowded, and political dis- 
cuBsions carried on to a late hour. 

The Marqnis of Dnero has obeyed orders, and embarked 
for the Canaries. General Joa£ Concha has escaped ftom 
Barcelona, and ia aaid to have embarked for France. When 
the orders airived at the house of General O'Bonnell, his 
eervanta informed the agents of the government, that the 
general had gone to a banting party in tiie country, and since 
then he baa not appeared. A circular is sent to the governors 
of the provinces with orders to arrest him shonld he be found 
in any one of their respective districts. The general belief 
b that he ia concealed in Madrid ; acme aay, in his own house 
— others, that he is hidden in the English Embassy. 
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The 9iomflntu7 ezoitement oaiued b; these meamres 
•eema to have died may, and it is certain that there are now 
fewer political meeUngs, that a atop has been put to the cironlft- 
tion of inflammatorj papers throughout the otty, ajid that the 
enemies of the goremment begin to fear that the cabinet is 
more firmly rooted than they had enpposed. All this, how- 
ever, produoes some restraint in general society. At a smiJl 
party the other ereniDg, where were present seTeral friends 
and relations of the Conchas, and various ladies of the palace, 
and of the ministers, it seemed to me that there was more 
politeness and less cordiality than usual, lower cnrtseys, and 
cooler greetings. 

says that the conduct of certain military men in this 

coontry is, in his opinion, greatly owing to the rapidity of 
their career, which leaves them, while still young, with no 
Ic^timate objects of ambition. General O'Bonncll for ex- 
ample, who is now forty-five, and whose family were devoted 
to Ferdinand TEL and absolutism, received, when a mere 
boy, a brevet of sub-lieutenant. At nineteen years old, he 
was a captain, and at twenty-four a colonel ; at thirty, a 
lieatenant-general, and immediately after, he received his 
present rank and title of Count de Lncena, in conseqaence of 
having caused Cabrera to raise the siege of that placa 
At one time he was attached to the army of Bspar- 
tero, and was afterwards made commander-in-chief of the 
forces directed agtunst that general. When in 1840 Eapar- 
tero aimed a blow at Queen GiiristiDa's regency, O'Donnell 
gave in his resignation, which the qooen-mother refused, be- 
stowing on him at the same time the grand cordon of Charles 
in. Under the regency of Espartero, O'Donnell headed an 
insurrection at Pamplona, to re-establish the authority of 
Qoeen Ohristina. i^om that time till the year 1848 he re- 
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mained as an emigrfi in France, till he was appointed GoTentor 
of Caba, where he remained sereral years. In 1849, be ma 
named b; Q«neral Narvaez director-general of the infiutrir, 
which post be occupied till the year 1851, when he became, 
fts be has since continned, one of the most ardent memberB 
of the opposition in the Senate. 

" Wben a man is & general at tbitty," said , " without 

baviug performed any very distinguished services, be has a 
long career before him. He has the highest rank in the 
ftrmj, an immense fortune, he is (at least in this instance) 
married and a pire de fatnille. If all legitimate sonrcea of 
lore, wealth and ambitioa are exhausted for bim, what more 
does he aspire to ? Fmoer. He must bare aatbority. It ia 
easy to fiud motives of dissatisfaction with any goremment, 
and even to persuade onrselveB that the country would be 
happier and more prosperous under our direction. Self-love 
and patriotism, &t asunder as the poles, are yet constantly 
mistaken for each other, in a man's own heart General 
O'Donncll pretends to consider himself a victim of tyranny. 
Because be is resolved to leave nothing undone to omsh this 
cabinet, and because the government, having discovered his 
designs, take measures to prevent their own ruin, and what 
tbej, with at least equal sincerity, believe would be the ruin 
of their country ; be begins by setting an example of insub- 
ordination, ruinous in its effects upon the moraU of the army. 
I foresee a storm coming, though the cloud is now littie bigger 
than a man's band. From what quarter it will come, or where 
it will burst, I cannot say, but all portends it. The Gortee 
dissolved, I am of no further use here, and to-morrow I start 
for Valencia, to wait for the denouements of the dreamer, 
amongst fields of roses and carnations. We diall not meet 
again till " " Not," said M 
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I regret 'b departure. Besidee ImTing found him 

very friendly, lie is one of the cleverest men in Madrid. 

The death of the little Tnfanta has made the court 
rather dull this winter. No balls have been given in tho 
palace, and, as jet, nobesamanoi. Queen Christina is about 
to open her palace for a serice of entertainmente, which will 
probably be very agreeable ; but I hear that in these riuniona 
defatnille, aa they are called, the diplomatic corps will not 
be included. I have some hopes, however, of being consid- 
ered as an exceptional ease, in consequence of my mother's 
relationship to the Neapolitan Prince . 
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Baaaoiuat the Q/aea~MiiliKi't—Failmia/^ UJi — 0»« Cirutiiia — Btr leBimd 
bt^—Renae of the troopi — /VDcfonoliw ^^ohiI Gmcral CfDoimdl — 
IfadridgiH), 

THaoDOH the good-natnre of the Prince of Farms, I le- 
oeived an inritation to the queen-mother's rMmions, which 
promise to be the best parties that have yet been g^ven in 
Aladrid. 

The soiree begins at ten, onuaturall; early for Madrid, 
vhere the system prevails of tnming night into day. I 
know one very distinguifiked fomily, where the yonng ladies 
never rise till two in the afternoon, and hardly ever go out, 
even to mass, as they have a chapel in their own house. 
FrtKQ that time till the evening, tiiey read, write, play, &c., 
each one having her own apartment, beantifolly fitted ap, and 
containing a small library of choice volnmea. In the even- 
ing, the family meet in Uie common drawing-room, and re- 
ceive their habitnal visitots, never retiring to rest till four 
or five o'clock. This strange system is not generally carried 
to snch an extent, bnt prevtuls more or less from the queen 
downwards. 

The fashionable world of Madrid never appear in the 
Prado till the sun is setting, and the air begins to be cold 
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ud disigreekble. About the tune hont the qaeen driTeo 
through with the little princefls and her suite. The doctors 
ftttribnte half the ^u^monto; in Madrid t« this absord faahioo. 
Very few balls begin to be crowded till one o'clock. Queen 
Chriatina'a, however, are an ezoeption. 

Ten ia the hour at which her majest; enters, followed by 
her three daughters, with their govemesa. Few persons, 
however, except the cabinet ministers and their families, ar- 
rived before eleven. The company consisted exclnsively of 
them, the ladies and gentilhomhrcs of the palace, and a cer- 
ttuu number of the graadeea, who, I believe, are invited alter- 
nately. There might be abont one hnndrfd and fifty in all. 

The qneen-mother has, like the Countess of Montijo, the art 
of putting her gueste at their eaae. She sat on one side of the 
room, very richly and tastefully dressed. The two Tnfentas, 
Amalia and Ghristioa, with their govemesfi, sat on her right 
— the Ynfoute Don Franoieco, and his son, on her left. Her 
three daughters, who are charming girls, were of course the 
principal personages in the assembly. The Dnke of Bian- 
aenes, still a handsome man, though very bald, remained in 
the ante-room, and received the guests very cordially. 

The ball began w'lih quadrilles, and was at first rather stiff 
and courtly. The salon was beautifully lighted, tiie music 
in the ante-room very good. The queen's daughters, who 
live in a kind of semi-royalty, which must be sufficiently tire- 
some — with much of its state and few of its privUeges — 
seemed to enjoy with their whole hearts this occasion of 
amusing themsclvcB. They were dressed very simply and 
tastefully in white, with colored flowers. 

To all who came up to pay their respects to Christina, 
she had something kind and agreeable to say. Whenever she 
rose, every one, in spite of her earnest request to the con- 
trary, rose also. " I am going into the next room — I b^ 
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DO ooe will rise," npos wbioh the whole room rose simnlui- 
Beonaly. The ball began with qnadrillefl, and at first was 
nUher stiff, but hj one o'clock, gaiety was at its height, 
waltses and polkas were daooed with great spirit, and all 
conrtly etiquette seemed forgotten. Nearly all the beautiful 
yonng married women of Madrid were oolleoted in one 
nnclena. I must confess they carried the day over the un- 
married girls, perhaps owing to their advantages of dress, in 
the way of jewels and lace, which were superb. 

The only exception to the exclusion of the diplomatic 
oorps, was in the presence of the Neapolitan minister and his 
daughters, who are invited on accotmt of Queen Christina's 
Neapolitan origin. About two o'clock she and her daugh- 
ters, with the Ynfimta and princesses, their governesses and 
ladies in waiting, passed into the refreshment room, which 
was afterwards thrown open to alL 

The ball ended with the interminable German cotillion, 
in which floonces were torn, flowers dropped, fans broken, 
handkerchiefs loet, and daring all which the queen sat till 
four o'clock, with exemplary patience, apparently enjoying 
the spirit with which it was carried on. A little after four, 
she rose and wished good-night to every one, saying a few 
words to each as she passed, and retired followed by her 
danghtcTB, and the other members of the royal family. For 
a few minutes the gneets remained, taking refreshments or 
talking. Then came the shawling and cloaking, and calling 
of carriages, and a descent down the very steep and inoon- 
venient great staircase, affording to those below an oppor- 
tnnity of judging of the beauty of Spanish feet and ankles. 
The morning was dawning bright and cold, and the sky 
glimmering with half-extinguished stars, when we who live 
in the Plaza del Oriente ntshpd pn foot to our honsoe, like 
nsffled ponspiratgrs, 
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Dined in oompan; with the Ftinoe of Parma. He irai 
■A naoal in reoklesB spirila. The dinner was at the honae of 

the Dnke of M , vhose eon is connected b; marriage 

with the royal family, and whose daughters are very hand- 
some. Neither the presence of ladies nor of the serrantB, pre- 
vented his royal highness from saying every thing that 
came into his head. He tells a story capitally, and is a first- 
rate mimic. He went away early with the intention of 
paying a visit to his royal coosin at the palaee, and made 
his exit by sliding down the bauisterSr to the great wonder- 
ment of the powdered servants. M made a bad pnn, 

which I record for your benefit " Why is the government 
of Parma likely to be staiHe!" " Becaose there is a groom 
at the head of affaire 1 " 

Jgnimrj- — . 

Another ball at. Queen Christina's, still more brilliant 
than the last, and even gayer, owing to the presence of the 
Prince of Parma. He set off in a polka with the youngest 
Ynfanta, in a furious style, which seemed both to frighten 
and amuse his partner, a modest, well-educated and intelli- 
gent young princess. He led off the German cotillion, invent- 
ing various new and extraordinary figures, danced with 
Queen Christina's youngest daughter, a serious-looking child 
of twelve years old, and thanked her with mock gravity for 
her extreme condescension in honoring him with her hand. 
When the cotillion was first proposed, he observed with much 
dignity that he scarcely thought it was a dance fitted for a 
royal assembly, bnt his somples seemed to melt into thin lur 
when once engaged in it. 

A review of the troops got up for the Prince. M 

and I rode down early to the Prado to see it. His royal 
higfaneas looked extremely well on horsebacki in a superb 
Hungarian uniform. He rode along the lines at fidl gaOop 



D,™),prib,Google 



QZHERAI. o'dODHZLL. 199 

on ft beftntifid ba; from the rojal stables. For the first time 
I felt ft oertftin inierest in him this eTening. We dined tit 

the Uftrqois of 's, a man's party. The spiritB of the 

prince had risen to more than their usnal height After 
dinner, he kept the party in a roar, with anecdotes of his 
nnmerons adrentores. He mimicked the varioos characters 
in his stories to perfection, talked slang, showed how be could 
le^ over the table, without breaking more than half-a^oxcn 
glasses, and then, as he was taking leave of his host, sud- 
denly said in a tone of perfect conviotion, " I shall not live 
ont this year. It is a presentiment. I leave Madrid to-mor- 
row, and yon will never see me again." 

I am told also that when he took leave of the queen, and 
she expressed her hopes that he would return next year, he 
replied : " I shall oertainly accept your Majesty's invitation, 
unless I receive an estocada (a stab] before theu." 

Before his departure, lie received the Torson d'or and 
crosses for himself and his children. 

A proclamation has come out against Oeneral O'Donnell, 
depriving him of his rank, honors, and dignities. He is 
said by some to be hidden in a foreign legation, but it is 
more probable that he is concealed in some private house. 
Many of tJie iq>poution party appear to be perfectly aware 
of his iriiereabonts. It does not say much for the police 
of Madrid that they cannot discover the hiding-place of a 
man of his remarkable appearance, known to the whole of 
Spain. Every now and then it is reported that he has been 
seen in the Prado very late at night, or towards morning. I 
am inclined to infer that the government wink at the afiair, 
and are dLiincllned to drive matters to extremities, fearing 
the odium that might result from the punishment which tliey 
mnst necessarily inflict upon the general for military disobe- 
dience should he fkll iaUt their hands. In my humble opin- 



D,™),prib,Google 



800 TBI A.TTAOHi » lUIUUD. 

ion, they u« wrong. All histor; has shown hb that half- 
meacoTM neror niooeed. With regard to the polioe, ihef 
deoidedlj " manage these things better in France." 

JU1I1U7 SOU). 

Madrid is now very gay. Another great ball at the 
CoDDteBB de Montijo'a last eveniiig, to celebrate the " dias" 
of the Ducheaa of Alva, and the anniversary of the emproHs's 
marriage. The tea-table is always presided over, on these 
occasions, by a respectable old English govemesfl who brought 
np the empress and dnohess, and is treated by the countess 
as one of the &nuly. Under the plea of being a great amor 
tear of tea, I always have a long talk in English with good 

Misa F , and like to see her devoted attachment to the 

oouutcBB and to her former pupib. 

Robert le Diable is now the great attraction at the Royal 
Theatre. The scenery is wonderfully got up. I have seen 
nothing to compare with it in any theatre in Europe. But 
the opera is too long. A masked ball is annouuoed for next 
week at the Teatro Real, to which people go by invitation, 
consequently it is infinitely more select than those in Paris. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

tfaOxd BaS — An Adnralim — A Mi/tUrvna BetBOf — i/ojr Hon bteu a Gha» 
— e™« fmriA—OnKoUKiait—Tk MgHtry hag/Uamd—ify Dodm'i 

I WENT to the masked baU. Four or fire young men, Span- 
iards and polios, joined M and me. We went late, 

after a noisy supper at S 'b. I had an adrentore whiob 

will satisfy me for the season. I hare only revealed it to 
one perssn, as of course were it known I should only be 
laughed at, for having heen made the dupe of some horrid 
mystification, some carnival trick. I see the eyes of Caro- 
line and Julia sparkling with curiosity, and have a great 
mind to defer- my story to some winter night, when the 
wind is roaring round the castle, and making the lofty fir- 
tieee bend their stubborn heads, and the fire is biasing in 
the great hall, and all minds are wound up to drink in a tale 
vi the marreUoos. But to say the truth, I feel a selfish 
desire for sympathy, and, therefore, shall no longer keep you 
in suspense. 

We went to the ball about one o'clock. I amused myself 

tolerably for an hour or so, trying to find out one after 

another of the masks, who amused themselves by saying 

wiUy Utings at my expense, and some I must confess were 

9- 
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Tery witty, and their lepsrteeB very amouiig, one especially 
whose accent betrayed her to be an AndaloraaD. Tired mt 
length of the Bqneaking Toiocs, the eternal " Me conoces F Te 
oonoioo," — ^for nothing is more monotODona than a masked 
ball, when one has no particular object in view, — I went into 
8 's box, and sat down in an arm-chair near the door. 

I might hare been there about half an hour, when the 
door was slowly opened, and a masked figure appeared, with 
a myaterioos lur, half eJiadeil by the curt«n. She was 
dressed in mourning, evea her mask fringed with black laoe. 
Her gloves, howevor, were white, and she held in one hand a 
remarkably beautiful large white rose. She beckoned me 
with a quiet but very imperious gesture, and I got up, ex- 
pecting the usual " te conozco." These words she certainly 
said, but in a whisper, and added, " Follow me." 

I obeyed her orders, and she glided on before me, till we 
reached the ball-room. There she took my arm, and for 
some time walked on in perfect silence. I guessed her to be 
the marqnesa of this, the duohess of that, but she gave no 
answer, merely shakiug her head as a negative. Her hands 
were small and beautifully formed, her feet remarkable even 
for Spanish feet. Of her face nothing wag seen but two re- 
markably bright eyes, which flashed from out of her black 
mask. After walking round and round the room for some 
time, she stopped near the door, and in a sepnlchral whiqMr 
Baid,"Have yon courage ' enoogh to come with mef" Of 
course my answer was in the affirmative. My curiosity waa 
excited, my vanity flattered, for there was an elegance and 
languor about my mysterious companion, that convinoed me 
she was no common person. Her figure was that of a young 
girl, tall and slight. Her dress was of the richest materiidii^ 
a kind of cloud of black lace and jet. Many people had 
oboerred her, but no one knew who she was. M— — and 
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» hundred jesting remarks u we passed. 

" Hare yon a carrisge ? " said I. She shook her head 
and whispered : " To-morrow I shall hare the finest one in 
Madrid. To-night I go on foot" "The night is eold," 
said L " Xot for me — I am colder than the night," she 
■nswered. As we hnrried along, I bc^an to feel a kind of 
absurd, ragae oneasinraB. It seemed to me that I was 
following the footsteps of a phantom, a kind of Lurdei, and 
ber hand, which tested on my arm, was so deadly cold, that 
it made me shudder. 

As I observed the thinness of ber dress, I lamented that 
I bad left my cloak at the opera. " I might hare indnoed 
yon to accept it, mysterious mask,"said I. "I shall find my 
cloak at home," was tbe not rery satisfactory reply. " The 
boose where I lire Is colder than this." Once I stopped 
sbort, and insisted upon knowing who die was, but she 
grasped my arm tightly, and a kind of fiudnatioo seemed to 
impel ma forward. Tbrongb the most round about and least 
frequented streets she threaded her way, and at last emei^^ 
into the Oalle de Alcalft, stopped before the old church of 
San Josd, and to my oonstematiou mounted the steps. 
" What mockery is this t " said I. " Yon are not going into 
a ohuroh,in that dress, at this hour?" The front doors 
were closed. She descended tbe steps, pulled me after her, 
went swiftly round the comer of the street, and entered by 
a side door. " One moment I " she said earnestly. " I shall 
not detain you long." 

We passed throng the sacristy, then along a dark paa- 
sa^ which led into the church. In the centre of the middle 
aisle, fiuntly lighted, was a Catafaiqiu, oorered with black 
cloth, towards which she directed her steps, whilst I watehed 
her morements in consternation. Suddenly it occurred to 
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me tiiftt my myiterious oontpanion wu m«d, uid I fOToibly 
nooluped lier hand from my aim, the white roM remaining 
in mine. She turned round, and put her finger to- her lips. 
" Hoah I " she whispered. " Tell no one. I was bnried 
there this morning. Adieu." It was aearly dark where we 
stood. All at once I perceived that I wu alone. Where 
she bad flitted to, I am nnable to say. My eyes were rivet- 
ed npoD the black monoment, and it seemed to me that I 
saw the faaDginga more, it mi^t bo from the air which blev 
in at the open door leading into the passage. I looked roond 
in Tain. No human being was visible. I groped my way 
oat of the chnrch with great difficulty, shuddering with cold 
and horror. 

I oonld not go home, but wandered abont distractedly. 
Carriages were driving by fall of masks, and shrieks of 
laughter and mocking voices resounded through the street*. 
Masks in qa«nt costumes, peasants, pierrots, dominoes, epr«ng 
past me, shrieking in their fiilsette voices, and laughing at 
my air of bewilderment, I felt as if oppressed by a night- 
mare, which I could not shake oft In vain I sud to myself 
that it was a carnival trick, a mystification, got up by some 
young men, to try my nerves, and the extent of my northem 
belief in the marvellous. The tur was piercing cold, and I 
did not feel it. 

How long I wandered throng the streets, trying to 
collect my scattered senses, I hardly know, but at last I 
found myself again in front of San Jos6. The doors were 
now open. The bells were rtn^g for the first early mass. 
A few poor men and women of the working class were going 
in — women with little children and baakets. The son had 
risen, but in the chnrch the light was still faint, and a few 
oandles were burning at a aide altar. There, however, was 
the ooffin with its black hangings, and at the head, a crown 



PribyGoogle 



MAT HAVE BMKK A OHCMT. 206 

of large white rooen, simiUr to &e one wbioh I still hdd in 
my hand I 

I asked a wom&n who wu kneeling near me, if die knew 
w^hoae funeral service waa to be celebrated that morning, but 
she oould gire me no information. I went out bj the aide 
door, which led into tlie sacristy, and put the same question 
to one of the boys <^ the choir, and be told me it was the 

yonng Conntess of , who bad died two days before. I 

knew this yonng girl, had often dancod with her, and had 
not heard a word of her death. She had long been in deli- 
cate health, yet continued going to balls, and wonld not be 
persuaded that dancing and late honrs were injurious to her. 

I felt more than ever like one in a dream, and hastily 
left the churcL I now obserred for the firat time that I 
was trembling with cold. I went over to the Gaf^ Suisse, 
a^ed for some hot cofiee, and then taking a beHina, went 
home and to bed, hoping Uiat a few hours of sleep would 
make me feel more rational. I put the rose in water, so 
that when I wakened I might be sure that my Diet's ad- 
T^ture was not a dream. 

But I soon found that I was going to be serionsly ill, 
and had every symptom of a high fever. I called one of the 

serrants, and sent bim for Doctor . Before the doctor 

oould eome, Count A was by my bedside, giving orders 

for hot tisane, warm blankets, a good fire, &o. To his pre- 
cantaona I owe my escape fi-om an attack otpvJmoma. The 
doctor approved of all that had been done— -attributed the 
attack to cold, and checked pen^iration, made several s^ient 
renarka upon the imprudence of foreigner, ordered me to 
remain in bed, and promised to return in the evening. 

" For," said he, " I am now going upon a melancholy 
duty, to the Honraa of the poor young Oonde^ de ■■, 
who died suddenly the day bdbre yesterday. Her father is 
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inoinuoUble." " I nerer heard of her de&tli ! " sud Ooniit 
A—' ■ " It is onl; a few daya sinoe I met her at Countess 

M 's ball Poor yonog ^tU so gay, and so fond of 

societyl" "Shewas very imprndent," said the doctor, "and 
her father never conld reust her wishes. I tried in vain 
to dissuade her from going to ibat very ball, but she assored 
me that she uerer felt better, and that she was looking 
forward with delight to the masked balls at the Boyal 
Theatre. Her father, who was always too iadolgent, tried 
to remoDstrate with her, and appealed to me for my opinion 
if it were not very impmdeutto go to these public balls, 
especially on account of the drafts of air in the entry — bat 
she showed him a beautiful dreea of black lace and jet whidi 

she had procured for the occasion, and . You are very 

feverish," said the doctor, stopping short, and returning to 
feel my pnlse. " You must keep perfectly quiet, and take 
my prescriptions regnlarly. I shall look in early," and 
away he went, leaving my head in a complete maze. 

When the doctor returned I was in a high fever, and Ear 
three days and nights was, I believe, occasionally deUrious. 

I was watched by turns by L — — and C , and others of 

my friends, for it b considered a matter of course here, if 
any one falls ill, that his friends shonld attend him day and 
night. On the fonith day the fever left me, and I was pro- 
nounced convalescent. 

" Yon have paid dear for a masked ball," said the doctor, 
who was feeUng my pnlse with an air of satisfaction that 
morning when we were alone. " Ton have escaped very nar- 
rowly a terrible ptdmonia. I am told that you went out on 
foot after the ball, very much heated, withont yonr cloak ! 
It was very imprudent, my dear sir. Foreigners here have 
constantly to pay dear for their experience in this partiou- 
lar." " Doctor," said I, soddenly, " can yon keep a secret P " 
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" Many »« the seoreta we hare to keep," said the dootor. 
" We are a kind of phjeioal oonfeesora," added he, Uogfaing. 
Nov this doctor, with hb ugly, honeet physiognomy, had 
alvays inspired me with confidence. He is besides an old 

friend of Connt A 'a, and is well known in Madrid for 

his charities to the poor. 

I took my lesolntion, and recounted to him my adreu- 
tnre, enjoining the stricteet secrecy. 

The doctor's large ronnil eyes distended pretematnrally, 
and he felt my pnlse agiun to convince himself that I had 
Dot got a fresh attack of feTer. 

"Quite calm and regular — rather feeble — all right," 
said he. 

"What was the Condesa de bnried inf" said I, 

aftorapanse. 

" la the identical black dress destined for the masque- 
rade," said the dootor. " Bnt that's all nonsense," added he 
quickly. " She may have bad Sfty black lace dresses." 

" Do you see that white rose, doctor ? An uncommon 
kind at this season ; and do yon remember the crown of 
white roses in the head of her coffin?" "Very odd," said 
the dootor. " She always had her flowers sent &om Valen- 
da, where her father has some property. These roses don't 
grow here, at least don't bloom at this season. Carambal " 

I saw the worthy doctor was nonplussed. 

" I most get to the bottom of this," said the doctor, after 
a panse. " Of coarse it's a trick, an infernal trick, and such 
a trick as I should baye thou^t no ooontryman or ooontry- 
woman of mine would bare played. Respect for the dead — 
respect for the chorcb — I never beard of sach a thing — and 
ahe so much beloved, so much r^^tted, poor thing I But 
yoa mnst shake off all idea of the supernatural, my dear 
young friend. It has been a bad joke, got up to try your 
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rnnat Iuit« been a man, bat jon Ikj bo mach stress upon th« 
anuU hmnds." 

" And the enikll feet, doctor, and the beantiflil fignre ; 
and itay — I reooUect notioing a long tress of dark brown 
hair that had escaped from beneath her mask, the very color 
of the oondesa'a." 

" Let me see," continned the doctor, vithoat noticing mj 
intermptioD. " She bad a German doncdla (lady's nuud). 
Perhaps the borrowed her mistress's dress for one night, set 
on hj some foolish yoong men." 

"And spoke in pnre Spanish, doctor?" 

" Pshaw I I shall find it out Keep joar own ooonssl, 
and trust to me." 

So the old doctor departed, and I write yon a tnie and 
futhfal aooonnt of my carnival adTenture. I have no donbt 
that the fresh air and a hard trot on Boabdil, my black An- 
dalnsian, will banish all mj ranister ideas. 

I have had visits the whole day. Every one is fiill of 
curiosity concerning the myateriona black mask, and I am 
obliged to assume as important an air as my friend Don 
Jnan, in declining to answer their inqoiriee. He, by tiie 
way, has been here amongst others, and has spent nearly an 
hour in relating his own experiences of a lovely creature 
who made him go np stairs with her to the refreshment- 
room, insinnating that she was no other than the Duchess of 

, and of another, who, through jealousy, broke her fan 

upon his arm. 1 found his absurdity rather a relief, though 
he bored me with questions as to who the black mask was 
who had pursued me with her attentions ; and guessed her to 
be a certain Spanish danseuse of his aoquuntance — and per- 
haps he is ri^t. She was active enough to have been a 
dancer on die tight-rope. 
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The doctor hu been indefatigable in his endeaToring to 
&4I10111 the tnygberj, and tJiinkg he haa eacoeeded. It ap- 

peata that the poor little Condeaa de had a uater, who 

for 8om« years has been insane, and irho resides in a separate 
^artment in the hoose, under die Hnrreillance of a oonfiden- 
tial nurse. The doctor is of opinion that dnring the distress 
and oonfnaion of the fiunily oonsequent upon the sudden 
death of the jonng daughter, this girl may have made her 
escape, dresaed in her sister's clothes, and gone to Uie masked 
baU. He is the more inclined to believe this, because he 
was called in tJiia morning to see her, and found her seriously 
ill with a feTcrish cold. He did not venture to make any 
direct inquiries, but fancied tiiat the narse who takes her 
ont occasionally, made some mysterions allosions to her 
having insiFted on going out very late, when she ought to have 
been in bed, I joyfully accept this solution, without poei- 
tively believing or discrediting it. I did not even remark 
to the good doctor, that when the condesa was lying dead- 
arrayed in her black robes, her sister cottld not have dressed 
herself in them. He would probably have remarked that 
black dresses here are very common, that the oondesa may 
have had several exactly alike, &e. Be it so--henoeforward 
I shall endeavor to dismiss tiie snbjeot from my thoughts. 
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AmlkerhaBal<im»C1iritlmif—limgmiQiam—SeBi>ltimd Dta&qffV>r» 

—Mada on Ot Prado—M Mifad— Aif CWnj— OHMmCorto — 

Don Jvcat " kU." 

Ahothek party at Qoeen Chriatina'a, at whioh the qaeen made 
her sppesranoe for the first time. Their nutjesties arrived 
at half-paat one. The queen looked very well, and in good 
^irits. Her mother, with the doke and their daughters, 
went out to reoeire her. She wore a bine ball-drese, trimmed 
with blonde and flowers, and a few diamonds in her hair. I 
greatly admired two superb round brooches of the same, one 
on each shoulder. She had also a necklace of enormoiu 

She spoke to erery body, in hat usual ea^ and good- 
humored manner. 

She danoed in the first place with the Oonnt of San Lnis, 
tben with the Marquis of Afoliue, and afterwards with the 
MarqiusofTilnma,qiiadrilleB. She also waltzed with the Vis- 
count de Ponthon, son of the Oonnt of Casa-Valenoia, and 
danced sereral polkas with the Count of Vilta-Darias. Not 
withstanding her sise, she waltzes well and lightly, and is ' 
certainly a fine-looking woman, though older looting than 
her age, which is only twenty-three. 
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In the coarse of the eTening, ake and the rest of the 
rojal &mily went into the refreshment room, axti on eoming 
out, and passing through the rom of ladies who were ranged 
Btanding, she stopped to eay a few wordii to each, and then 
returned to the dance, which she seemed to enjoy liie a 
young ^L 

I was desired by the Constess de V to obserre 

Queen Christina's dress of red broehi satin corered with lace 
en tahlier (I repeat her words hoping that yon will understand 
them belter than I did), and her head-dress of red feathers 
aod diamonds. The queen herself dresses with great taste 
— nothing overloaded. In &ct her dress was one of the 
simplest in the room. The king ^oea not dance. He 
walked about, and engaged in animated conversation with 
rarions people, and in different languages, in which he seemed 
quite at hom& 

Her mtgesty went off abonb half-past four, uid after this 
came a long Oerman cotillion. I heard Queen Christina say 
she was rsndida (worn out), which was not wonderfiil. I saw 
aereral of the ministers in the ante-chamber, looking very 
sleepy, and no doubt feeling rejoiced when the music stopped, 
and the queen rose. 

Yesterday morning I was smnmoned to the Chanoellerie 
a good deal earlier than was agreeable, having returned home 
about BIZ j with orders to copy a dispatoh with all convenient 
speed. News had been reoeived of the revolt of the regiment 
of Cordova in Saragossa, under their brigadier Flore. The 
revolt is put down, and the rebel colonel shot; but this is 
probably only the beginning of troubles, and unfortunately 
renders the late severity of the government only too justifia- 
ble. It is said that when Concha left Madrid, under pre- 
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tenoe of obcTuig the ordsn of the govenunmit, he bad a 
prirate interriew with Colonel Flore, in which plans for m 
revolt of the troopa were ooneerted ; that the brigadier eu- 
dekTored b> persnade Goooha to pot himself at the head of 
the moreme&t, to vfaiofa the tatter replied that a&ira 
were not yet ripe for the projected rerolntion ; and that it 
was wiser to wait until the ministry had ^ven their expected 
eotquPHat, when he wonld second the j>ronun«tami«»to with 
the whole of the armj. 

That the brigadier who has fiA so dearly for his treason 
had coantod on the assistanoc of other regiments, and espe- 
cially had relied on the tnmultnaty spirit of the inhabitants 
of Saragoasa, there can be no doubt. General Dnlce, now 
director-general of the cavalry in Madrid, is said to have been 
one of the members of this oonBpi^u^f I Enjoying as he does 
the entire confidence of the government, we most hope, for 
the honor of Spanish loyalty, Aat this accusation is &lse ; bat 
my authority is the editor of an opposition newspaper, and he 
seems only too well informed upon the subject. It is from 
him ahK> that I received the information of the Parthian 
dart levelled by Oonoha during his flight. 

A few peasants united themselves to the revolted regi- 
ment, but the city preserved an attitude of the most com- 
plete indifference. A company of grenadiers, headed by the 
Marquis of Suitiago, went out against the rebels — Plore was 
summoned to capitulate, but refused to obey— and fouj^t and 
fell with a courage worthy of a better cause. An unsnoceBsfal 
traitor meets witii no sympathy, but he was at least less base 
than those who excited him to revolt, and abandoned him in 
the boor of need. 

The fiiilnrc of this rebellion is hailed by the friends of 
Ae goTemment as a proof of the little prasHge whidi 
tiie baoiahed generals have with the army, and so fitr are 
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they from pftrtidpating in the belief of my oppotition fnend 
as. to the treachery of Cteneral Dnloe, Uiat they htment hit 
abeence from Saragossa, at a moment when hia loyalty woald 
have prevented even tins insignificant mutiny. It is a curi- 
ous Htndy of hnmau nature, for one who has no penonal ii>> 
tereM in these affairs, to Usten to the opinions of each party, 
BO diametrically q>p08ite, and above all to observe how ill 
the enemies of the govenunent succeed in concealing their 
chagrin. Crosses and grades have been given to the governor 
and captain-general of SaragOBsa. The lieutenant-colonel of 
the regiment of Cordova, Don Salvador Latorre, followed by 
the revolted eotdiers, and by several peasants, left Saragossa 
in the middle of the night, in the hopes of effectmg their es- 
cape to the French frontier. After a long and painful inarch, 
esoaping with difficulty from the qaeen's troops who wero 
sent out to cut off their retreat, hiding themselves in the 
futnessesof therocks, fording rivers, olimbing mountains oov- 
ered with snow, in the most rigorous month of winter, almost 
entirely destitute of provisions, and worn out by fatigue, they 
at length crossed the frontier, and escorted by gendarmes, 
arrived at Pan, where their miserable condition esolted the 
empathy of the inhabitants. These poor soldiers, accus- 
tomed to blind obedience, viotiins of the passions of tlieir 
diio&, may well be regarded with compassion. 

The &te of Latorre is attended with some mysterious 
circumstances, which as yet remain nnezplained. He 
marched behind the column, and was aooompanied by several 
officers, amongst whom was his brother. Arrived near the 
Venta de la Mina, about five leagues distant from the 
French frontier, he desired them to walk on and prepare a 
lodging. Whatever may have been his motives, instead of 
following them, he entered an uninhabited shepherd's hut, 
where he passed the night, paying no attention to the voices 
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of the wldian, iltluni^, as be »AeiirHdit oonfnaed, be heard 
them distinctly, whUe they were trarersing the moontain in 
all directioQB, Boarching for their colonel, whom they sup- 
posed to have lost his fooling, and to be buried beneath 
some snow-oorered precipice. It b probable that, worn ont 
byoold, hanger, and £stigae,he had grown utterly desperate; 
or tliat, as some think, bis intention was to take some repose, 
and then to seek the frontier by a less dangeroos and diffioult 
route. While making the attempt be fell into the bands of 
the queen's troops, was led back to Saragossa, and suffered 
death as a traitor. 

The Honras (funeral honors) of Colonel Flore were cele- 
brated in Madrid with great pomp, and invitfttions to them 
sent out in printed cards by bis mother and widow, from the 
latter of whom he has been entirely separated for years. Oa 
every aooonnt this may be at least considered a mark of bad 
taste. It is generally looked upon aa a kind of bravado on 
the part of the opposition. 

rebrUBij Mlh. 

A great ball, to which the iuyitations were general, was 
given at the queen-mother's, last evening, in the large apart- 
ments on the first floor. The entrance, enclosed with colored 
glass, and leading into a court, with a fountain in the centre, 
surrounded by large aquatic plants, and brilliantly lighted, 
had a good effect. All the diplomatic corps were there; 
amongst others, Mr. Soul<i and his &mily — and escepting, of 
course, the Marquis and Madame Turgot. The queen ar- 
rived about one o'clock, dressed very simply, in whito tulle, 
with floonoes, and wreaths of different colored flowers. It 
was only observable, on standing near her, that each rose had 
a diamond heart, and that on each shoulder she had a boi^ 
quet of large emeralds and diamonds, and the same in traoL 
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She danoed qudiUles intt G«ienl Blawr wid the 
Harqnis de Beuio Sfotzft, and waltied with young GaevVft- 
leDcia (tnd Yilla-Darias. 

The ball was reiy animated, bat too crowded. The 
sdll« de baliB immensely long, but too narrow in proportioa 
The other parties are more select and prettier, but the ooap 
d'tsil of the fountain and flowers, and beautifal women walk- 
ing round the pillared court, looked pretty and Moorish. The 
queen seems very kind to the yonng Ynfantas, and to her 
half-sisters, and I was told that their beaatiful dresses were 
presented by her. 

She is said to be of a truly royal generosity, amounting 
sometimes to profuaeness, and greatly annoying to her Inten- 
tiente. She presented the nurse of the little princess, on 
her departore fot her native mountuns, with twelve thousand 
dollars, a set of diamond bnttona, unopened oasea of fine 
linen, rich stuffs for dresses, &e. But befbre the woman had 
been two days on her journey, she waa recalled by royal 
order, on account of (he melancholy into which the poor lit- 
tle princess had fallen, in oonaequcnoe of her departure, and 
which, it was feared, would injure her health. At the same 
time her husband was sent for, and a comfortable apartment 
assigned them in the palace. 

It struck me yeaterday, more forcibly than osoal, how 
miatakeu is the prevtuling idea that the aristocracy of this 
conntryare a mean-looking race. It seema to me that I have 
seldom seen handsomer men any where. There were, for ex- 
ample, the yoong Doke of Fries, the Duke of Femandina, 
the Marqnia de I'Annion, the Marquis of Santa Cruz, and 
his brother, the young men of the Foreign Office, nombera of 
young offioera, — in abort, thirty or forty of the handsomest 
men I ever saw in my life, and nearly all of them above the 
middle size, though oertainly, on an average, the race ie 
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BbOTter thmn the Qermau or Eagliilij bat kU vith good 
fignree and handBome faces. 

FebnUTf — , 

Went for the first time, this afl«niooii, to see the masks 
is the Prado, a kind of horror of all masked beings haTicg 
hitherto prevented me from going there ; but to-day I could 
no longer reaiat following the multitude. The Prado was 
crowded with carriages, extending in two apparently inter- 
minable lines, from the Fuente Castellana down to Ato- 
cha. It is at once the gayest, maddest, and yet most orderly 
scene that can be imagined. Not the slightest disorder 
amongst these myriads of masks. They jumped upon the 
carriages, clung to the coach boxes, leaped up beside the 
footmen, often sprung into the carriages, apparently to the 
great amasement of the inmates, the people and the better 
classes evidently keeping up a separation, even in this appa- 
rent mingling of all ranks. 

The queen drove down towards Atocha with the king and 
princess, who was fancifully dressed in a little mafa cos- 
tume. Qoeen Christina and her daughters were also there. 
The people, some masked and some in their ordinary jackets, 
seemed in a state of intense amusement I observed the 
family of the minister of state in an open carriage, snrnnmdcd 
by masks, oa the door steps, beside the coachman, beside the 
footman, in the carriage. I have no doubt many witty politi- 
cal remarks were made to them, criticisms of places given, or 
crosses withheld, but all seemed to be passing in good-hnmor. 

The next day I went oat with a number of polios, all of 
us masked. Finding it more amnsing to victimize than to 

be victimized, M and I rode ; and, to my surprise, 

M , usually so reserved and taciturn, got so completely 

into the carnival spirit, that I am certain the sharpest and 
most absurd things said that day were uttered by bim. I 
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hare remarked befiire, that those who are afflieted bjr mau- 
vaiie hants are sure to go to die oppoute extreme when 
their CBstoree are oorered ; wbQst those who have the most 
perfect self-possession in their own proper persons, become 
embarrassed and tongne-tied when disgoised. 

There was no abaordity that M did not indulge in. 

He rode bj the nde of the carriages, paying compliments, 
keeping op a war of wit with all the prettieat girls, whose 
repartees were quite equal to his Irish jokes, spoken in the 
purest Spanish, They gneased him to be an Andalosian, for, 
owing to his long residence in Seville, he has the tme Mojo 
accent. He enoonntered a group of peasants, eating their 
dinner beside the fountain, got off his horse, and accepted 
their inritation to partake of their gaapacho, very coolly 
tossed his bridle to me to hold, and in a little while men, 
women, and children were shaking their sides with laughter. 
When we returned home, and taking off his disguise, he re- 
assumed his usual fiigid air and English reserve of manner, 
I could hardly believe him to be the same individnaL 

A great baJ eortumi is to close the receptions of Quean 
Christina for the season. 

Febnuuy— , 

The ball was really magnificent. The court and founbun, 
with the groups of figures in every variety of &noy dress, 
walking about in a blue of light, had a charming effect 
The dresses, generally speaking, were good, not only of 
the Setioras, fant what is 1^ common on these oooauons, 
of the men. No one looks well in a fimoy dress who 
is embarrassed, consequently it rarely suits an English- 
man to appear in any trav*stiss«3nent. As Spaniards are 
always at their ease, they are quite at home in a fancy cos- 
tume, and therefore look to great advantage. This evening 

to 
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I tbou^t tlum folly better dreued than the «<men. Tba 
yonqg Dokea of Ferouidink and Bivaa weie emineatly hand- 
gome ID old Spanish oostames. There were many who looked 
as if they had stepped down from a canvas of Vclaaqnez, the 
dreBB exactly sniting the Spanish style of feature and conn- 
tenanoe. 

The Dachesa of Medina-Oceli wore the dreaa of a gitana, 
and looked the character as if ahe had been born to it. The 

DnoheBB of Alva, the Qerman Countess of , and many 

others, wore conrt-dressea 4 la Louis &VI., with powder. 
The qneen-mother wore a ball-dress, bine, covered with laoe 
and fine diamonds. The danghter of the Countess of Casa- 
Talencia looked extremely handsome as a peasant of the 
Pyrenees. A sister-in-law of the minister of stete wa« 
dressed as a shepherdess of the time of Lonis XIT., a pretty 
and becoming costume. A nieoe of Madame Buschartal's, as 
a Jewess, was one of the prettiest persons there. Our diplo- 
m&lio ladies, and those of the cabinet, wore ball-dreeses. I 
appeared in my Hungarian uniform. Generally faking, 
the oostumes were confined to the dancers, but ike immense 
number of handsome uniforms, and the ooort-dresses of the 
grandees, lords of the bedchamber, diplomats, and ministers, 
made the scene very brilliant. 

The queen came so late that her arrival was almost de- 
tfvured of j bnt when she did make her appearance, her drew 
exoited a murmur of admiration throughout the assembly, 
especially amongst the foreigners. It was certainly superb. 
It w»8 said to be the oostume of a Boman lady of the tiida 
de Iiouit XVI. I examined it very particularly for your 
benefit. It was, I think, of very dark green velvet, covered 
with embroidered g(dd stars and a deep embroidered gold 
border, very long behind, with a deml-train. A long white 
a^d gcdd v^ iastmed behind, fell down to her f^t, and she 
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-wore k vdvet crown, oorered vith jffwels. Her hair, ubiek 
Ae generally ve&rs pl«n, was cnrled. Her pewlB were Ae 
largGBt and finest I have ever seen, and the diamonds which 
oeemed to sparkle all over her drees, were a complete ahow. 

One of her ladies told me that her nuges^ had been de- 
tuned to that late hoar, owing to the diamonds not having 
been sewed npon her dreea in time. I am snre that I hftTO 
not described ooirectdj, bat yoa mnat take the will for the 
deed. She looked very regal, bat her dress was too long 
and heavy to permit her to dance much. She walked through 
a qnadrille with the Marquis of Holins, and tiien sat down 
between her mother and the king, seeming to enjoy the eight 
of Ac bseifiil coatomes of her li^ eahjeots. The masio 
was ezoellent, the sapper nnimpeadiable, the crowd immense. 

After the royal &nily had anpped, the Oennao cotillion 
began, and the danoera continned inde&tigahle till six 
o'clock. 

Wait a few evenings ago to the Gonitrvatorio de Maria 
Orittina, nursery for yonthfnl mnncians. The qneen, oBoaUy 
fcmous for that want of pnnotaality in whii^ her loyal snb- 
jects ^difally follow her example, anired at ten precisely, 
when the talon was nearly empty. In this ctmatrvatorio, 
founded by Qaeen Christina, above three hundred young pn- 
pila of both sexes recenre instnietion gratnitonsly, in nnisio, 
hotii Tooal and inetromentaL There was, no donbt, a greet 
deal of yonthM talent, hat I confess that I found the whole 
affair very tiresome. 

The qneen and royal fitmily sat on velvet chmrs, to the 
right, fronting the stage, where the performances took plaoe — 
thenr ladies behind them ; the cabinet miniaterB to the left, 
and behind them the diplomatic corps- In the tntr'actet, 
royalty rose, and of conrse the hoose also, and their maje»- 
tiea omversed for some time with the ministers, ladies, and 
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Thftj tli«n passed into another room, to take re- 
I, followed onlj by the ladies of the palace and the 
cabinet miniatera. The queen was dressed in orimBon satin, 
with lace floonoes. The perform anoes, with vhioh their ma- 
jeitiea expressed tbemselres highly gratified, were not over 
till two o'clook. 

Another masked ball at the theatre ; a joyful adien to 
the oamiTaL I went there, resolved, shonld my mysterioue 
mask ^pear, tliat she shonld not escape me as before, bat 
no adventare oocnrred to me worthy of record. A trick 
was played upon poor Don Joan, from which he will not 

reoorer for some time. Yonng S dressed himself as a 

woman, and turned his head completely ; but aa no adrentnre 
of this kind u of any valne in hia eyes, nnlees participated 
in by all the world, he pnt about forty people in hia con- 
fidence. He walked round the room with the fair mask 
leaning heavily on his arm, fanning her with an air of tender 
solicitude — ^he waltzed with her, which she insisted upon his 
doing, and not being accustomed to tliat style of exercise, 
he became quite |pddy, and would have fallen, but for her 
powerfal support. He took her to the bnfiet, and to ns who 
were in the secret, it was sufficiently amusing to see the 
quantities of pdti de foie which the ohanning creature con- 
trived to devour under the shadow of her black silk cnrtun, ' 
and the bumpers of champagne which the unsuspecting 
Don Juan poured out for her, accompanied by expressive 
glances, fiuming her, as she leant back with the most lan- 
guishing ur, after eating a sn|^r fit for one of her majesty's 

M thought they were carrying the joke too &r, 

when he gave her hia arm to escort her home, looking round 

at us with a triumphant air. It seems that 8 himself 

was of the some opinion — for when the carriage had arrived 
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at flie PluseU de Oemntco, be begged Don Jmm to otder 

it to stop, pretending tiiat he felt &uit, and that die tit 
wonld NTive him; and while Don Jnan, after carefdUy 
handing him ont, was paying tiie ooaohman, 8 suddenly 

started off at fall qieed, and darted roond the oomer of tbe 
street, leaving the unlucky Cahallero alone in his glory. X 
rather think he snqieotB Uie trick, as he was very stiff and 
dignified when we met him this morning, and, contraiy to 
ooBtom, quite nlent opos the sabject of his nocturnal adren- 
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BwUi^Utt Siwdiiit—apamA Dance— Ciniitrs and CUsLi/e M i g jMh 
Duix OmaicCi Palaae—An nU Stmy-leUer—SendnM and Gramdi ^ Ita 
Duhe — PaSlia—Cuadivi SoHtoi. 

A BTRANOK usage marks the first day of Lent. After mass, 
and the bleedng of the aehee, the irhole populace of Madrid 
proceed towards the canal, to perform the oeremosy which 
is called " the burial of {he sardine.''^ Thousands of people, 
some masked, proceed in crowds to the canal, carrying in 
Bclemn procession a sardine in a small poffin. Each family 
carries a basket of prorisions, with the intention of dining 
ai fresco beside the water. It is a cnriooa sight, especially 
on account of the order and eameBtoeas with which this 
strange ceremony is condncted, seeming as it does totally ont 
of place, after Lent has begnn. 

Neither the government nor the church has been able to 
put it down. It ia a proof among many, of the tenadty 
with which the people in this country cling to their ancient 
nsages. The Marquis of Santa Cruz, when Governor of 
Madrid, resigned his office because having giren orders that 
the burial of the sardine shoold not take place, so much dis- 
content was produced amongst the people in consequence of 
this decree, that the government revised to confirm it, and 
the marquis gave up his office in disgust. 

I have asked the origin of this absurd certmony from 
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Tuions people, none of whom Iiare been able to give roe any 
answer, but tliat it has existed from time immemorial I 
betiionght me of aaking one of the parties interested. A 
handsome washerwoman who was standing by the shore of 
the canal wiUi her whole fiunily in a blazing son, very oirilly 
voachsafed to satisfy my cariosity. " Formerly," she stud, 
" in the houses of the grandees, the servants [la famUia) 
were allowed daily a certain nomber of sardines for break- 
fast, and Uie cnstom arose, how I do not know, wiienever the 
carmval was ended, to take a sardine and bnry it, as a token 
that they were no longer to receive their daily rations, not 
even a sardine." I thonght it would have been more appro- 
priate to bury a piece of beef, in taking leave of jfesA, but 
the washerwoman seemed quite satisfied with her own ezpla- 
nalion, and so therefore was I. 

That class of women have Hie prettiest, softest voioes im- 
a^^nable. The Manolas speak in a much sweeter tone than 
the higher classes. This seems inexplicable, bnt so it is. 

If there is any moment when the gay populace of Madrid 
lock grave, it is when they are dancing. A guitar strikes 
up— and they quietly form into groups, taking their places 
as a matter of course. They be^n— the bolero, &ndango, 
or jota. They dance on without stopping, without q>eaking, 
graoefully, monotononsly, s^ously. If there aie not women 
enough, the men danoe together. They never seem to tire. 
ITheir bo^ though serious, wear an expression of perfect 
satifl&DtioQ. The crowd t^lands the mmt akilfnl dancer. 
The most perfect decorum is observed, the ntmoat dignity, 
much more I should say tiian is to be seen in the poUca or 
Gemum ootJUion in our fitshiouable ball-rooms. 

There were some very pretty women, especially groups 
of handsome young girls, who were acoompanying themselveB 
i^pon the castanets; bntraan average; the moiBtrucdt me 
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u being hudsonwr than they. I left them when It grow 
dark, rnanj etill wandering about by the li^t of the mooii, 
Bome still dancing, others taming their atepe homewards, 
erery one in good-humor, and apparently with no occasion 
for the mounted guard, who ride along the roads leading 
to the city, to enforce order. It is hardly to he expected, 
however, that these immense crowds of men, women, aad 
children, will return to their respective homes in the middle 
of the nigttt, without some accident occurring, or some jeal- 
ous quarrel taking place. 

But though all Madrid, at least all the people of Madrid, 
seemed b> be assisting at the burial of the sardine, alt ■ 
Madrid seemed also to be at church ; for every church was 
crowded, and long after it grew dark the clergy were preach- 
iog in every pulpit to crowded audiences. 

In spite of this strange funeral episode, Lent has come in 
good earnest. Balls are over — and the crowds round the 
oonfessionab, and the crowds before the altars, show that many 
at least have with good faith bid adieu to worldly vanities. 

The weather is now like spring. The trees are in bud, 
and bcmqneta of early flowers are sold in tiie market, and at 
Uie oomers of die etreeta. The country round Madrid is 
barren, and arid from want of water. Nature has done 
little. Every spot capable of cultivation has been cultiva- 
ted by the country people ; but no trees are planted, and few 
houses of any importance exist in the environs. There ia 
no taste amongst the Spaniards for a country life. To live 
in the country means to lead a life of oertun privations ; to 
live in bare halls scantily famished — with horses perhaps to 
kill time — guns to dioot whatever game may be found ; bat 
tiie comforts and luxuries of the raty finish with the ei^ 
itael£ When the Madriitlioi aay they dislike the oonntiy, 
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it ia not a matter of Bniprise to those who bare been in their 
eonntiy-lioDBea. Madrid is Uie foraa of fiuMon, gKjeiy, lox- 
nry, and ease. The nobles go to their oonntry reddenoes 
occanonall; for a caprice, a party of pteaanre — to hnnt, to 
shoot, to ride, to pla; at billiards ; bnt they think they have 
been roughing it, and come back embrowned and tired of 
hard exercise, to their comfortable houses in toim. 

Tet whst can be done by art aiding or rather conqaer- 
ing nature, is clear from the few Bpecimens of Tillas near 
Madrid. The gardrau of the Oonntesa de Montijo are the 
onuuDjfnt of CarsfluuioheL The Marqnis of Bedmar has a 

property which is an oams in the desert, and M has 

offered to take Q ' ' and me to-morrow to the Duke 

of Ossnna's country palace, wMoh he says is well worth 
seeing. Bnt it is neceaaary to lay out immense stuns to pro- 
duce any result in cultivating this region of stone and rock, 
to bring water from a great distance, and when the result is 
obtained, to live in almost complete solitude— and the 
Spaniard is eminently a gregarious animal. 

One eireumstance greatly deteriorates from the general 
efibot of the landscape. £very tree and bush baa a hollow 
space dog round tiie roots, to allow the damp to penetrate, 
or to collect the rain, ao that every tree seems to be jdanted 
in a small hollow or basin, and the ground a^wan unequal, 
and has an unfinished look. 

We rode out yesterday, M and I, and two or three 

others, to the Doke of Ossuna's oonntry palace— called the 
Alameda, or the Gtfpricho. We left Madrid by the gate of ' 
Aloalii, by the broad high road, dusty and sandy, though in 
good repair, with the most uninteresting landscape on either 
nde, always excepting the monntuns, the view of which re- 
derans its insipidity. Yet every patch of land is cultivated, 
up to the bare gray rook, wbi<^ defies the aktll of tlie 
10* 
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labonr. KeiUier water nor tnm enliveD tbe dreary eoene. 
A hvd tiot of enM hour led us to the g»t«e of the C^rii^ 

Tute, aided b; wealth, haa d<»e wondera for this plam, 
and made " the wildemesa falosBOm like a rose." Watw at 
Ml immenBe expetue haa been introdaoed into die groonde; 
a deep atream nina through tb pUotatiiMU, and a large tank 
as clear as orTital, serres as a mirror for the beantiftil trees 
titat shadow themaelTes in its waters. The palaoe ita^ ia a 
H^t handsome edifioe, the site well cliDaen for a fine view 
and good expo8nr& 

A rained oaatle in die distance attracted m; att^tioa. 

Aoowding to H , a certain Dnke of Oienna in bj-gme 

dajs, named b; his sorereign Vieeroy ef N^es, was ac- 
coaed of aqiiring to the throne, recalled and imprieoiied for 
life in this old castle. His descendant, the DncbcM of Ben- 
avokte, bon^t all Hie surrounding lauds, inolading the niiaa 
of her aooeetor's prism, and entombed his asbes with pomp 
oa a small iidsnd in the Ci^riebo, making him a kind i^ 
posthnmous snierain orer the territory where he had lai^ 
gnidted in cq)tiTit7. This same dnohess of whom I hare 
already sp<Aen to jon, and who by her beaaty, wit, aad mag- 
nifieeDoe reigned a de^H)tie qoeen in Madrid, was pleased to 
expend immense soma in the embenisbment of her pnqwr^. 
It was a oostly CapriAo, and her entertainmeota there w«re 
attended by all that was most distii^ished anumg the nobil- 
ity of Spain. 

Tb9 groonda are axtensive, beantifhlly laid ont, and Inpt 
' in perfect (sdsr. The present proimetor, her grandson, the 
actual Dake of Osoona, seldom visits this pcc^erty, or indeed 
any of kis rast poflBeaei(»ui in Spain. As I observed, life in 
the count]? here must needs be lovely. To enjoy it, ooe 
must have the feelings of a hermit or a ^liloeopber. Sena 
me must b^in by setting tba example, and the man has not 
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'jet appeared. The axietoenaj consider the coart &ax 
proper sphere, where they lire confounded irith each other, 
and nndistingaished. A centnry mnst elapse, before they 
ooold be broogbt to understand by experience how mnch 
greater a man is who Uvea on his paternal acres, a petty 
Bovereign — how mnch good he can efiect — how these decayed 
old villages would flourish by the sunshine of his presence- 
bow the country would be beautified by the chateaus of rich 
proprietors, by the woods they would pUnt, by the gardens 
with which they would embellish their estates — how much 
nobler a man's poution is as lord of the manor than as lord 
of the bedchamber. 

Those who rail against the dryness of the climate, the 
-want of shade and water which makes the country unendura- 
ble, put the consequence for the cause, and here is this very 
Capricho a proof of what one clever rich proprietor oan do. 

The interior of the house gives token of its being now a 
bachelor's establishment, and bears no traces of feminine su- 
premacy. The old gray-headed servants seem to form an 
integral part of the fiunily. No old Spanish fomily is with- 
out some of these faithfiil ancient retainers, who have the honor 
of the house as much at heart as any son or daughter of it, 
yet never (let me repeat it) presume upon the confidence 
which their masters have in them, or the fomiliarity with which 
they treat them. I have heard many anecdotes of the kind- 
ness of the queen to the old servants of her &tber, and of 
one old womam in particular whom it is her delight to send 
for. to make her at down beads her, and tell her stories 
of the olden time. If I might, I should give you saah a 
pretty peep into a courtly chamber, as an eye-witness de- 
scribed it to me, and show you a royal lady seated at the 
fiset of this shrivelled old mummy, and with good-natured 
petnlanoe b«^ing for atories aa old as the HUb — telling her 
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to give her bd aooonnl of the flood, ftud of Noah'g dm^tm) ; 
And of the old woman laoghing herself into a fit of coughing, 
and of her royal miBtreee telling her she will let her off if 
she will tell her all aboat her bther when he was a little 
bo; ; bat all this gossip was not told me to be repeated, or 
at least to be written ; I m»j gire it yon in detail de vive 
voix one of these days — but yon mnst now follow me baek to 
the Caprieho. 

A , who was with us, being a oonsiu of the dake'o, wa 

were received with the honors dae to the fiunily of the poUn- 
taU, and shown all over the house. There is a fine billiard- 
room, where hull-figbts are represented carved in wood, with 
the figures of the principal toreros, executed with extraordi- 
nary skill — a beautiful ball-room, and noble dining-halL The 
fnmitnre of the drawing-room, from the windows of which ia 
an extensive view of Madrid and its environs, is of green and 
gold. There are suites of airy bedrooms, prettily and taate- 
Ailly furnished. Moat of the rooms are hong with fine 
paintings, chiefly by Gloya, and amongst others, in the great 
dining-room, is a portrait of the Duchess of Benavente, 
slashed across with a cat, apparently made by a knife, said 
to have been done by her eccentric grace, who was by no 
means satisfied with her likeness. 

The view from the roof is magnificent. Madrid, with its 
lofty ohurohes and fine buildings, lies spread out as in a map, 
with all its surronnding villages, and background of snow- 
oovered mountains. The grounds are so extensive, that we 
were at least tbreehonre in exploring them. Inthecourt aie 
some colossal bronee stataes, ranged in a semioirole, repre- 
seuting different dukes and duchesses of the family. We 
visited the temple, the beehives, the fonntains, the henmt- 
age, the house of the old woman {Casa de la Viy'a), the 
fort, the deer-park, the stable for the oamels, the EngliA 
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flteblea with their SugUih hones aod Engliih groomi, dto. dtc 
In the midst of all, » latitude hM been givm to the moat 
fantastic imagination. The Hermitage for instance, an old 
mom-giown retreat, nirroauded by CTpreeses, by the side of 
ft pond filled with venerable oarp, is a very temple of aolitade. 
Upon entering, I started back, serioosly belieTing that I had 
diatnrbed a venerable old man at bis devotions, for there sat 
the hermit himself, with long gray robe and soapulary and 
r<q)e-g^rdle, deeply engaged in tiie etady of a blaok-Ietter 
volume. The figure is so perfectly done, that it is neoessarj 
to examine it closely in order to be persuaded that the old 
man is not breathing. 

Then at the Casa de la Viaja, we went into a neat, com- 
ftHiable fiu-m-honse, and entered the kitohea There sat the 
I^mer and his bmily at dinner, as honest looking hard-work- 
ing man, his wife sitting in front of him, cleanly and well- 
dressed, their children bnuly engaged with their food, and 
the old grandmother, who had apparently jnal put on her 
spectacles to resume her ginning, seated in the chimney cor- 
ner. The house is so comfortable, the kitchen so well swept, 
the rows of kitdien utensils so bright and well oared for, 
the family look so contented, that it certainly causes some 
disappointment to find that these also are skilfully done fig- 
ures. 

We rowed down thejittle river in a boat, with a live boat- 
man. A fortress and drawbridge on a small scale, are mere- 
ly intended to ornament the grounds, and as we drew near, I 
could distinguish that the warlike sentinel armed to the 
teeth, who stood at the gate, was a mimic soldier. 

The deer in the park, the camels in lie stables, were how- 
ever living creatures, and so were the duke's well appointed 
stud. The horses, which are English, are under the care of 
a firat-rate English groom, who, with hie English wife, reigns 
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tlwr* in QBduqmtcd mnenlgoty. When ve rettmed to tin 
honae, it itraok ne that, to be in keeping, tbere oogbt to be 
ft stuffed duke in tbe dnvisg-room. 

Immenee mma Are umnally expended in keeping these 
gnrandfl in order. Tbe tiees uid flowers are oaltivsted to 
the highest point of perfection. Not a withered leaf is to be 
seen on tbe rolled and gravelled walks, and tbe grass is as 
■oft and green as on an English lawn. 

We dined on oar way home at the Marqals of Bedmar's, 
whom we met returning from a ride with his beantifiil Uttle 
step-dangbter. We visited bis stables before dinner; bis 
fine horses are also under tbe care of an Knglisb groom. His 
gardens are^fbll of roses, and brilliant with the blossoms of 
tbe pom^;ranate. We retnmed to Madrid in time for tbe 
last Act of tiie Trovatore, and tie death scene of tbe Gas- 
■aniga, who was buried in a shower of flowers. 



Political troubles are said to be quieting down. Some 
ssj it b the calm preceding a storm. 

O'Donnell has not retnmed from bis hunting-party I la 
the palace he is nicknamed " Victor d Gazador*' from a 
character in the little piece bo popular now in tbe Citco, " the 
Valley of Andorre." I beard some remarks made in tbe 
Casino the other evening upon the blindness of Qoneral 
Blaser in having intrusted the direction of the cavalry to 
General Dulce, who is said to be in close correspondence 
with O'Donnell. I have heard remarks of this nature re- 
peated at least a dozmi times, and without any injunction to 
secrecy. 

The Harquis Turgot still continues confined to bis room, 
but receives a few of his friends occasionally. Went one 
evening to the Ttatro it la Crux to see the Cttadrot Santo*, 
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liriag pictang of holj mbjaota, •MMsrung tbe propm^ ot 
wkiah rc^mwntotkin, opinioiu ar« much divided. Th« tfiw- 
toe itself, built in 1787 by the architect Biben, oelebnted 
for hia eooentrioity and extraraguioe, ii ill laid cnit, and is 
now disfigured by Tariooa reparatioiui and additiona. Smte 
jean ago, it was officially declared «/ tiprobrio del arU (a 
disgrace to art), and it was proposed to hare it demoliahed ; 
but the MadrileBoB, attached to thia theatre on accoutt of 
ite antiquity and central poeiljon, with their uanal dislike to 
jnnoTation, opposed the decree, and it is now in oontemplv 
tion to add to and embellish it. Heonwhile it forma a ooa- 
Tcnient site for extra representations of the present nature. 

The Oiiadros are beautifully ezeoated. The chief objec- 
tion seems to me to consist in the mingling of aaored with pro- 
file subjects, also that the place where they are represented 
should be a theatre. iUany object also to the oiroumBtanoe 
of the performers being actors. 

I feel convinced that it would not be suitable in any 
other country than S^tun; but here the breathlesa eilence 
and perfect decorum of the audience took away from any 
feeling of profanity. The " Descent from tiie Cross," was 
magnificent — almost too painful to look at. The " Death of 
Abel " was very fine, but also very terrible, and when the bolt 
is launched against Cain, and a glimpse is given of the God- 
head, I felt that the representation was too presumptuous. 
Besides, as C — — remarked, there must needs be a great 
deal of levity beforehand in the preparations made by a set 
of ordinary actors for representing those holy subjeote. " We 
see," sfdd he, " nothing but the arUstic effect — which con 
hardly be snrpassed ; but fancy these men and women, who 
now form so exijuisite a group — that beantiAil Magdalene 
with her long golden hair — the Bleseed Virpn wiUi her ex- 
pression of concentrated agony, and the ^vionr himself in 
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tlM Uat BiMMBta of faifl diTine SMmfioe—^vepuiDg them- 
hItm for thu aoene, with all tba tswdrj «oaeeaori«B of their 
trt, At probable ieri^ of their oonTorsstion, the commoo- 
pUoe JMbi that may pan between them ; and ;on will allow 
that notwithstanding the solemn silence of the audience, who 
neither speak nor applaad, bnt npon whom the ofieot seems 
whoUj of a religions nature, there is maoh to be objected to 
in these repreeentations." 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

Com de Can^o—Palm Smdag—Holf Weri—Itpiial daiollat—Wiultiitg Pil- 
grim^ Fai — 71i (iam't Drta — The Primctm — LoBMario — A nail to At 
SfftraU Chrdut—Sim Tiidro d Seal— Good Didi^-^laevh i^ B i m ^i uga 
~-3<m 7adTO—a<mto Tamaf—BuB FfgklM—Pant— Fi -mdlm t m, iMr 



Bddi with a party of ladies to tho Casa 4e Cartipo. It ia a 
summer palace of her majesty's, which she seldom TisitA, and 
a pleasant ride, after the heat and dnst of the city. 

To the weat of the new palace gardens, and on the right 
diorea of the Manzanarea, it ia almost a continuation of tho 
palace gnmnds, separated by that apology for a river, which 
Victor Hngo had certainly never beheld but in imag^tion, 
when in euiimerating the wonders of various cities he ex- 
obumed : " £t Madrid a son Hausanares I " 

Id the 16th oentnry, the Casa de Campo with its immense 
extent of pleasnre-gronnds belonged to Don Francisoo de Var- 
gas, the celebrated counsellor of the emperor, and it was 
bought from his beiis by Philip II., and converted into a royal 
domain. We entered by the gate fronting the palaoe of 
Madrid, and leading directly to the Casa de Campo, which 
we passed by, intendisg to visit it on onr return. The 
grounds are so extensive that we rode through them for 
hours, and at a good pace, for the ladies whom we aooompa- 
nied are fiaaoas equestriaiu. The roads are shaded \^ noble 
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tnet, vhidi grow in wonderfdl iTizariaiioe, mnd seem to owe 
reiy little to Kit, noi indeed «re tlie walks sad drivee kept in r«- 
markably good order. Lakes, Btreame, tanks and fountains, ac 
eonntfbr the laxnriant richnefls of the T^tatton. We drew 
up oar horses beside a lake filled with myriads of gold and sil- 
ver fiafa, which give the whole sheet of water a golden color. 

We met the Ynfantas on horseback, with their serrants and 
goremesB, and the daughters of Queen Christina. 8he«-tly 
after the king drove along in a D'Aamont, drawn by fbor , 
horseg, with postillions, two of whom are English. His 
majeety, seated, without his hat, was prouonnoed by the dip- 
lomatic ladies whom we were escorting tm trisjoii gar^on. 
Carriage, horses, poatillions, serranta and goardfi, were all 
unimpeaehable. 

There are Tarions buildings BOattered about the grounda ; 
amongst others, a wonderful cow-bouse and dairy, famous for 
its cheeses ; booses for the laborers and d«pendi»nte» — a small 
village, and two chnrchea The palace itself, which we visited 
<Hi our return, looks aband<»>ed, and the rooms are but half- 
fnmished. The gardens on which the windows open to the 
batdc of the palaee, are pretty and well kept. It is too olorc 
to Uie city to be a pleasuit residence iot ibe court We 
started sundry r^bits and hares as we rode tbroui^ the 
woods, and the whole possesMon is said to aboimd in game of 
all Borte, especially m fine partridgee, idiile tiie lakes aoid 
tasks are lull (tffi^ 

April lOth. 

Went on Palm Sunday to San Antonio. The croy d was 
immesBe— tiie seryice very impressive. An eloqi;ent sermon 
preached by a Jesuit Father. Great procession of the Ser- 
mandad, amongst whose members I recognized several of the 
most illustrious names in Spun. The service was later than 
usual, CD aooount of the crowded confessionals. 
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NoUung esn lie more Bolemn aod imprenre tksn tlM wr- 
em<mies of the holj week in Madrid. The dnm^es ue 
crowded from moniiiig till night, and nothing oait ezoeod the 
devotion of the people. In these crowde the men and women 
are separated, from the cironniBtuice, that the men from 
politenen allow the latter to pass, so that genendlj more 
than half of the church, from the altar downwards, is filled 
with women, and the renuunder, down to the doors, crowded 
nith men. In every churoh, two sermons are preaohed daily 
—^md besides masses from six in the morning till two, there 
is the Benediction of the Holy 8acram«it, Norenas, and in 
oertun ohorches, Cuarenta Horas sad mervas, which last 
till after darl:. 

When the qneen meets the Santisimo (the Host), she 
leaves her carriage, into which the priests enter, with the 
Viaticnm, and she herself follows on foot, frequently throng 
the worst and dirtiest streets of the city, to the house of the 

dying person. " I saw her," said Oonnt A , " on one of 

these occasions, go np the stturcase of a miserable house to 
the fonrth story, where, in a wretched garret- chamber, she 
knelt devoutly, while a poor woman received the last Sacra- 
ments; and after saying some kind words to her and the 
children, who were crying aronnd the bed, she left a well- 
filled purse in the hands of a Sister of Charity, irtio was at- 
tending on the dying woman. It was onrions and touching 
to see this wretched little room, with no fomitnre but the 
poor bed with its straw mattress, and a few wooden cAaira, 
suddenly illuminated with h^venly and earthly grandeur, 
and as edifying to see the sovereign of a great country thus 
acknowledging her nothingness in the presence of the King 
of kings. 

The washing of the feet of the pilgrims is to take plaee 
on Holy Thursday according to custom, in a great hall in 
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Um ptUee, wiled the SailtfPiilan. Ab there Beans to 
be nUwr mi abeenoe of definitive tursngement in these af- 
fbiiij the Udiea of the diplomstio oorpe have not yet been 
able to diaoorer whether they are to go «n grands tenus or 
not — in fdll oonart drew, or demi-toilette. They say th&t the 
miatreaa of Uie robet baa retamed an ambignoue answer to 
their Inqniriea, and that the kdies of the muuBtere, on being 
ooDsnlted, profess to finding themselves in precisely the same 
diffionlty on this important point ; even the Introductor de 
Hmhajadoret, SeBor Medina, the oonrt guide, the iacaroa- 
tion of etiquette, gives forth a response, which, like that of 
the oracles of old, may be differently interpreted, according 
to the result ; therefore great discussions are taking place iu 
the various Legations. Is. it to be a oourt'dresswith a train? 
— a ball-dress without a train ? — or a black dress and man- 
tilla ? which latter is the costume worn by all who have no 
official position, and consequently no tribwut. 

Count A has received several invitations to attend 

the ^ptHet, which are to be held for the benefit of the poor 
that day, in the difierent churches, chiefly, I believe, for the 
benefit of the Indusa, the Foundling Hospital. The principal 
ladies of Madrid sit at the doors of the churches before a 
table, where they receive the alms of the charitable. Those 
who cannot attend in person are expected to send their con- 
tributions, and in that way large sums are generally collected. 
Formerly the guHeuies wore their richest toilettes and finest 
jewels on these occasions, but now they generally wear black 
dresses and black lace mantillas. 

The great question was decided at the eleventh hour. 
The diplomatic ladies go to their tnbuna in oourt-dresses. 
The ladies of the ministers to theirs, in fitll dress, without 

On Holy Thursday, Goont A having offered me a 
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ticket for » toltmaftoKion at the chorolt of the Caktnvu, 
I went there earl;. No osrruges are allowed in Madrid on 
these daya, bnt the streets are crowded vith people on foot, 
harrying to the different ohnroheB. At the Galstravas wm 
a great procession of tbe knights of the order, in their white 
cloaks and red crosses. The ceremony was yery solemn, the 
ransic magnificent, and the introdnotion of a barp, played to 
perfection, had a wonderfdlly fine efieet At the eteratios 
of the Host, when the knights fell prostrate on th«r &oeB, 
the scene was very impressive. My only objection to these 
ceremonies is tbe necessity of baring chairs and places kept, 
vMeb somewhat takes away from tbe nsnal solemn sir of tbe 
Enrobes in Madrid, where the masses kneel nndistingnisbed. 
Here no one ean bo admitted without a ticket, on which is 
tiie fignre of a cross, and beneath which is printed, " Parish 
chorob of the order and knighthood of Calatrara. Year 1854. 
On Holy Thorsday the diTine offices will be oelfbrated at 
ten in the morning. Personal ticket." 

The costnmo of tbe Spanish w<Mnen on this day is tbe 
most becoming that they can possibly adopt. Tbe dress is 
almost invariably black, of some rich and heavy brocade, 
with a mantilla of fine black lace. No Spanish fiwe ever 
looks to so mocfa advantage in a bonnet ; and as few English- 
women wear a mantilla gracefolly, so very tew Spanish women 
look at their ease in a bonnet. 

The Gotmtess de V invited me to accompany her to 

the palace, to see the ceremony of the Lavatorioi She 
looked even more beantifiil than usual, and was not Jeft in 
ignorance of the fact. Many were tbe compliments addressed 
to her as we walked down the Flasa de la Villa in a burning 
snn, not only by tbe common people bnt by young men of the 
better class, a species of gallantry which is not sapposed to 
be at all offensive. " Oaramia, what eyesl They put out 
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tUmar BlMMd IwthamDilMrthittbonyoa]'' ("Bsd* 
diU am 1ft iDKdre que t« pui6 1 ") The soldkn e^etnftlly 
were lend in their remuks. I oonfew th«t it took me EOma 
time to grow aocnatomed to the ezpreeuve demonstrationa to 
which the Spanigh SeHorM are ao used, that thej nonld 
rather be aar[«iied than otherwiM, and perhaps disappointed, 
war« they to paae throogh the etreeta without receiving any 
oomplimenta, eapeoially from the lower olassoa. 

With some diffioolty we made our way throogh the dense 
maw of people Borrosnding the palaoo, and when we reached 
the " Sala de Golnnmas," it waa already filled witi a very 
diatingniahed crowd. The coontese, bowerer, contrived to 
maocenvre herself and me into excellent places, just in frvnt 
of the long bench occupied by Iho pilgrims. Long tables are 
placed before them benches, which are ocoiqiied on one side 
by twelve poor women, on the oHier by twelve poor men. 
The queen washes the ^et of the women— the king, of the 
men. The qneeu, magnificently dressed, stood with her bril- 
liant ooort of ladies and genHihombret on' either side. To 
the right hand of die hall, fronting her majesty, were three 
Mbunat — the middle oao for the royal &mily, where were 
the Ynfiuate Fernando, the litUe Princess of the Astnrias, 
with her governess the Marqaesa de Povar, the Countess of 
Torreno, and Marquis of Basseooor, in waiting. To the left 
was the tribnna of the diplomatic corps — to the ri^t, tiiat 
of the cabinet ministers. The queen and her suite were in fbll 
conrt-dress ; also the ladies of the diplomats— ^hoae of the 
ministers, in fall drees without trains. All the other ladies 
who occupied the hall were in blaeic, with mantillas. The 
fcing and his suite were also in fidl court-dress — the king in 
uniform. 

The pilgrims are ohoeen from amongst the poorest uid 
most respectable inhabitants of the neig^iboring villages. 
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The oeremon; is very strikii^ It haa a toaohing and in> 
preBsive effect to see the qaeen, in her rot>ee of state, kseeling 
at their feet, and washing them in imitation of the humilitj 
of our Savionr; aad I saw tears foiling firam the eyes of 
many a poor old woman, who probably saw her sorereign tox 
the first time, and who would always remember that she had 
not diaduned to kneel before her, and to perform tlie most 
hamble office for the poorest of her subjects. 

When this part of the ceremony was concluded, the king 
and queen changed places, and the latter proceeded to serve 
the tables of the poor men, while the king performed the 
same office for the women. It seemed to me Uiat about three 
hniidred dishes were broi^t in, all cooked in the royal 
kitchen. The servants delivered them in succeBBiDU to the 
lords in waiting ; the one nearest to the queen handed the 
dish to her, sometimes so heavy, that, although she placed it 
on the table with the greatest ease, many of her ladies had 
great difficulty in carrying it. After placing the dish on the 
table, the queen banded it to the Duchess of G«r, who passed 
it on to the next lady, and so on in sucoession to the mozaa 
de retreie, female servants of the quel's chamber. They ' 
were then carried oat, and placed in immense hampers, 
twenty-fbur in number. Then great jars of wine were 
brought in, first placed by the queen on the table, and then 
handed out in the same way. After tiiis, her majesty pre- 
sented each of the men with a purse, contuniug half an ounce, 
and herself proceeded to cleu the table j taking up Hm 
plates, salt-cellars, knives and forks, &c., with a dexterity 
and dispatch which was very amusing, and as cleverly as if. 
she had waited upon hungry travellers all her life. The P*- 
triaroh of the Indies then pronounced a solemn blessing, and 
the oerempny concluded. 

But I must not forget to give yon a dfa^vtioa of tjtis 
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qsMn*i dren, the mMt uhmudung thing in the way of toi- 
lette, u to ipleodor, thai I ever remember to have seen. 

Beadee, I had the asBistanee of the ConntesB de T , who, 

with all the ladiee near ne, was in admiration at its magDifi- 
eenoe. The material was gold and red brocade, both dress 
and mantaatt. The bartha, which was very deep, waa entirely 
oompoaed of large brilliants. On both ahoolders and in front 
she wore a branch of great rubies and brilliants, and a white 
laoe veil, of gossamer texiare, was fastened behind by a 
caeht-pagire of the same. She wore a royal diadem also of 
rubies and diamonds, necklaoe and bracelets of the same, and 
the bandeaux of her hair were studded with diamond pins 
like stars. You will recognise the instructions of my pre- 
eeptrees. 

One of these diamonds fell into the plate of a poor man, 
who, greatly embarrassed, took it up, not knowing to whom 
he ought to present it " Keep it," sud the queen, with a 
smile. " T« ha eaido en suerte " (it has fallen to you by 
lot) ; not a bad windbll for the poor mao. Each one also, 
both of the men and women, receives a comfortable dres 
from the ipteeD, so that this annual pilgrimage to Madrid 
makes twenty-four people well off for some time. 

The little princess wore a pink frock, covered with white 
lace flounces, and bracelets on each arm, of large single 
diamonds. She looked very pretty and very serious during 
the whole ceremony, paying no attention to the signs and 
smiles of the qneen, who constantly tried to attract her no- 
tice. " I should like to know what royal children are made 
of I" 8«d the oondesa. "Nothing could have bribed my 
little girl to stand quiet for two long hours." I suppose that, 
as the little princess never plays with other ohildren, she is 
" to tie manner bom." Every morning, in a state-coach, with 
her governess and attendants, her equeries riding by her side, 
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and escorted by the bemntifdl troop oalled the Frmoeaa'n 
Gmrd, she is driTea oat to the Retiro, or to one of the royal 
ooontry faonsea. There she wmlks, irith the hand of her gor- 
emaea, followed by her aoite, vho are obliged to ad^l their 
stepe to thooe of her little Higbneas ; and till she herself 
bhooeee to retoni, no one ventares to enforce it. Later in 
fche day, she driTee ont in state with tbe queen. 

But to retom to the Lavaiorio and to the Hall of Pil- 
lars. Afi BOon as the ceromony was ecmoloded, the qneen, 
hier heavy train held up by her attendants, passed m front of 
the tribonas, ooartegied to the dqilomatic corps, and took her 
departure, followed by her saite and by the cabinet minis- 
ters. I had now time to torn my eyes to the roof of this fine 
hall, which is covered with allegorical puntings, representing 
the joy of natnre at the rising of the son, the majesty of 
Spain, &o. It is here that the great balls given in the 
palace ore nsoally held. 

The nurse of the little Prinoess, who was standing 
amongst the royal servants, was pointed ont to me as we were 
leaving the hall, and I doubt much whether any high-bom 
dame In the assembly could carry away the palm from her, 
not only in the perfection of her features, but in that high 
style of beanly which we imagine belongs by ri^ to noble 



It had been reported that, after the Lavatorio, her ma- 
jesty would perform the stations on foot, in full toilette, and 
accompanied by her court, according to custom ; but some 
prudential, motives induced her ministers to advise the omia- 
sion of this devotion. Since the terrible attempt of Merino, 
it had generally been considered nnadvisable for the queen 
to expose herself on foot in the midst of the crowd, who fol- 
low tiie royal cortege and throng thq streets on these oooa' 
sions. 
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I aoocnniMuued Count A— to visit the difiereat 
dkorohes, «Qd to add our cmtribations to iboae of the iaUh- 
fill, which the quHmtet of oar aoqiuuntuice were reoeiTing. 
We found the CooDtees de Montijo anrronnded b; k oiowd 
of noble oontrihntorB, the plate before hor filled with gold 

ud ulver. The Muqnen de V , at San Job*, seemed 

also to be reding a rich harrest. With great diSouI^ wd 
made oar waj into the ohnroh of San Antonio, where Mme. 
Galderon de U Baroa, aooompanied by her sister, was reoeir- 
ing gold and sUrer as fast as she oonld take it, &om gran- 
dees, bankers, and diplomats, wi^ sealed papers from liveried 
servaote, oontaining the tribates of those who coald not 
come themselves. A norse &om the Ynchita, with a model 
baby, was seated beside them, the nnree (^tening her e^ in 
wonder and joy at the descent of Uie golden ahower. The 
heat was intenae in all the cbarohea, owing to the immense 
crowd and the blaie of light. The altars were magnifiorait, 
and brilliant with gold and jewels, and the scdemn nmaio of 
the organ and choirs more than osoally impressive. 

We viuted eeven ohnrohes, and, amongst others, that oC 
San Tndro el Beai, the largest and most magnificent in Ma- 
drid, and which in some measnre supplies the absence of a 
cathedral in this city, on all occasions of solemn public eere- 
monies. Here, for example, is celebrated the anniversary of 
the victims of the dot dt Mayo, whose mortal renuun§ were 
transferred from this church to titemonamentin the Prado. 
In October last, also, the remains of Horatin and of Donoso 
Cortes, Marqais of Vald^iamas, were solemnly deposited 
here with great pomp, In the presence of an immense eou- 
eonrse of spectators. 

In 1567 a cidl^ was foonded on this site by the Jesnit 
fathers, which, being afterwards patronised by the Empreai 
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of Cfermanj, DofFs U&ria of Anstria, this magnifioemt chordt 
was coDBtmoted imder the direction of the Master Franoiaoo 
Bantieta, one of that order, in 1651. The JeeoitH being 
buiiflhed from Spain in the reign of Charles III., thia noble 
temple became a royal ooUegiate church, and in 1769 the 
bodies of San Tsidro el Labrador, the patron of Madrid, 
and of his wife, DoBa Maria de la Cabeza, were bron|^t 
hith«r in solemn processioa, from the royal chapel of St. 
Andrew, whose ohaplains were transferred to tliia chnroh, 
iriiich ,took the name of Cdbiido, or Chapter of San Tsidro. 
The coffins ooutaining the bodies were placed above tbe high 
altar, and this part of the ohnroh was renewed and beautified 
by the celebrated architect, Don Ventura Rodrignei. 

The body of tbe sunt is said to remain entire, and is de- 
pomted in an interior case of silver filigree, presented by 
Queen Mariana de Neoboorg, {daoed in an onter urn of gold, 
nlver and bronze, a tribute from the company of goldsmiths 
in Madrid. 

Tbe statue of tie saint upon a tiirone of clouds, is the 
woi^ of Don Juan de Meua; the urn coutoining the remains 
of Dona Harfa it enclosed within the pedestal, which sup- 
ports the tomb of San Tsidro. The chnrch is in the form 
of a Latin cross, with a noble cupola, and is profiisely adorned 
with fine paintings ; amongst others is a representation of the 
Holy Trinity, by Raphael Mengs ; puntings by Ricci, repre- 
senting Saint Francis de Borja, and Saint Luis 6onzaga; 
several by Giordan!, and one of our Saviour fastened to the 
pillar by el divino Morales, as he is called. 

Many c^ebrated men are buried within these walls, and 
amongst others, Laynes, general of the Jesuits, the oompaniim 
of St. Ignatius de Loyola, one who refiised aU the honors 
and dignities which were offered him as a just tribute to his 
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nerit and unctity, and who eroi, it is said, declined tlie 
tian itwlf. In mj' opinion there can be no donbt diat Swa 
Yaidra is the moat noble and majestic church in Madrid. 

Oar Uet vieit was to the email church of Santa Maria, 
the most ancient in the citj, dating back to tlie time of the 
Bomana, and where, according to tradition, the gospel waa 
firat preached in Madrid. It was formerly celebrated on 
aoooont of an image of the Bleaeed Virgin, Onr Lady de U 
Almudena, said to hare been concealed in a tower near the 
wall by the Christiana, daring the Saracen usurpation, and 
which was miraculoualy diacovered the same year in which 
the country waa reconquered from them. The church is now 
in coarse of reparation, and we found nothing but scaffoldings 
and wood-shavinga, and all religiooB ceremonies snspended 
for the present. It was nine o'clock when we returned to 
the Legation, tired and Euniahed. 

On Good Friday the oontinned absence of all oarriagM 
in the streets, and the mourning dresses of all people of the 
better class, showed Madrid under a new and solemn aspect. 
We went to high mass at Santiago, a. beautiful ohnrch where 
the knights of the order meet that day in solemn procession. 
I observed a fine picture, orer the high altar, of the battle of 
Clavijo, with Santiago fighting on horseback in the air; one 
of the best compositions of Giordan! ; and various other good 
paintings. 

As in the Galatraras, the church waa filled by a select 
crowd, almost entirely composed of noble ladies and grandees. 
Amongst the knights were two handsome boys, almost chil- 
dren, the son of the Oonntess of Toreno, and> that of the 
Duke of Soto-Mayor. 

A shower of rain came on very inopportunely, when erery 
one was obliged to return home on fi>ot ; but it is remarka- 
ble that I have nerer seen Spaniards of any class bnrry on 
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■Dooniit of rkin. The; put up umbrellas oooanonally, but 
wftlk u qnielly as if the; were receiving a certain qouitity 
of beneficent dew. 

I had beard a great deal of the beaaty of the muse in 
Uie chapel royal on Good Friday, and was fortunate enough 
to obtain, from one of the gentilhombrei of the palace, a place 
in a tribuna. The »iete palabras, or seven words as they 
are called — meaning the scTen last sentences spoken by our 
Lord, before his death upon the oroee — are set to music by 
Haydn, and are certainly among the most sublime produc- 
tions of that composer. Between each sentence a diecourBc 
is delivered by the priest, who, on this occasion, was Fadrc 
Arenal, a celebrated orator. 

The charcb was in darkness all bat the high altar, and 
the gallery where the musicians of the chapel perform under 
the direction of SeHor Taldemosa. The words are so divine 
in their agony, the mosic bo well according with them in its 
expression — the diacourBes of the priest are so fervent — the 
darkness adds bo much to the sadness of the whole — that 
- when, towards the end, every light is extinguished, and 
nothing b distinctly seen bat the image of our Saviour ex- 
piring between the two malefactors, the one penitent, the 
other blaspheming — the effect on the imaginatioD is almost 
overwhelming. It was difficult to go back immediately after- 
warik to the scenes of common life ; and ^though the even- 
ing was gloomy and rainy, I t4Xik a solitary walk, retracing 
my steps towards the Plaznela do Santiago, and re-entered 
the church by a side-door, with the intention of examining 
the paintings more in detail. No one was there bat an old 
sexton, who was sweeping ont the steps of the altar. Seeing 
I was a stranger, he offered to show me the sacristy, which is 
celebrated for its beantifnl proportions, its fine pillars, and 
the statues of tbe kings of Spun and grand-masters of the 
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oid«r, bom tb« iim» at Oharlea Hm Fifth down to tiaA e( 
V«nliiiftiid the Sixth. The whole work, u my oMig^ oioa- 
rone informed me, wu execnted under the diivction ot 
Uondtllo, the luvhiteot of the royal Saigias, by orden of 
King Ferdimmd. 

As I wu lo&Ting Uie church, I offered k piece of mtwey 
fa) the old man, who positively refused to accept it Aa I 
ooDtinoed to preae it upon him while he stood &t the door, 
hat in hand, he pointed to a lame beggar sitting on the do«K> 
•tepe. " If yoor exoellenoy wishes to give alms," said he, 
" there is one who will be glad to take it. Here, Juanito I 
This Gaballero will give yon a piece of silver, in the name at 
Santiago." The lame beggar hobbled np the steps. " Qod 
give yonr exoellency a happy life I May the Blessed Virgin 
pray for you, and send yon a happy death," said he. << Yays 
v. E. oon Dios ! " said the old sexton, and I felt as if I had 
unwittingly offered money to a grandee of the first olasa 1 

On Holy Saturday I went to San Ysidro, where the com- 
bined effect of the burst of music, the blaie of light, and 
the pealing forth of all the bells of Madrid at tiie " Gloria 
in exoelsis," was truly splendid. Agun the streets are 
covered with carriages, and the Frado is in fuU force. On 

Eastw Sunday I accompanied Don to the chnreh of 

Santo Tomas, in tita street of Atooha, an immense building, 
but got in with great diffionlty and much perseveranoe. It 
is a noble dinroh, large and lofty, with some fine paintings 
and statues in the side chapels ; bnt in general the ornaments 
with which it is loaded are not in as good taste as those in 
San Yndro and other religious edifioea But on that day be- 
gan a Novena to the SantUimo, celebrated by the congr^a- 
tion, entitled " de ia Quarda y Oraovm " {ot watching and 
prayer), and conducted on a scale of extraordinary m^gnifi- 
oenoe. Each day the expenses are defrayed by one of tha 
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s of flp«D. The iplendor of the high ftltar, vi^ ito 
myriada of wKz-lighta and the jewela bluing od the taher- 
Bkole, nupMS ahnost erery thing of this deaoription that I 
IwTe yet seen. All Madrid, from the highest to the lowest 
dasB, attend this Norena, and oonseqnently tJiere is no 
faoBr in the day in irhich Santo Tomas is not crowded. I 
was sDTiMiBed, during one of these great fvneiontt, to hev 
mjiiads of birds sin^ng on Ae roof inside the ohnrch, and 
take it for granted that cages foil of tiiese ein^ng-birds must 
be kept in the loft, as formeiiy at least was the custom in ttie 
Spanish provinoea Amidst the mtwo, incense, and flowers, 
Ae edeot of this natnral concert, which seemB to eome from 
some aarroonding grore, has an extremely pretty effect. 

I have again attended several bull-fights. Upon repeti- 
tion I find them monotonous, and rarely feel much interest 
after the death of the third ball ; but I am of the rery few 
iriiose enl^iinasm does not increase by habit. It is astonish' 
ing to obaerre the taste which fbreigners have for these speo- 
tMles. An attempt has been made to introduce them into 
France, but I trust and beliere that this will be a &llnre. 
They are indigenous to Spain, as muoh so as boxing is to 
England — the latter in my opinion a much more cruel and 
dangwons dlTersion than the former— and more demoral- 
ising to the people, beudes having none of the graodevr as a 
qieotMle whidi makes a Imll-fi^t endurable. 

Nearly a fortnight has elapsed since I last wrote, hav- 
Sig been sent by my -chief with despatoheB to Paris. I trav- 
elled with the French courier. A onrioas contrast the two 
mties present] The perfect order and system ^t reign 
tbrooghout Paris — the additions, ohanges and embellishments 
ccmstantly in progress — the ever-watohfol and invisible police 
~^iie oleaolinesB of the principal streets — the crowds <rf 
teeigners, especially of En^ish, who thrtrng every part of 
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Um CKfitti — bat MpMulty the monqr-makitig, moBeynNning 
nktnre of tlie iohaUtanls, nerer in abeyxnoe even in their 
most ardent pumiit ifter pleasure ; form a striking contrast 
to the lore for all that is ancient, which in Madrid makes it 
almost dangerous for a goremment to attempt any innovation 
requiring the deetruotion of a building to vbioh the people 
are aocostomed — (witness the nnpopnlarity of the plan formed 
by tbe present government for enlarging and beautiiying the 
i*nerta del Sol) — to the absence of order and pnnctnality in 
almost every transaction — to the indolence or bad faith of the 
police, who allow the author of an intended ODDspiraoy to 
walk about the streets at night, without laying bands upon 
him — ^to the almost total absence of strangers, which ^ea 
Madrid so decided a eaehet of originality — ^bat especi^y to 
that generons, careless improvidence of the Spanish character, 
which oertunly has a great charm, however disadvantageous 
to themselves. 

Yon ask a question of a Frenchman — he asks you for a 
sou. It rains, and he calls a carriage for you — he begs yon 
to ^ve him five sons for his trouble. Ton get into a rmns0, 
some one has opened the door for yon offiuonsly. Yon are 
requested to remember the jargon. Yon go into a ohnrob, 
the Suisse points out some bad paintings for yonr inspection. 
He has a firanc in bis eye. He admits yon to look at the 
Pantheon — you must give five sous at the door. Some one 
takes your cane from you, '^Seux sous, Mtmsiew." Bnt 
what perfect order and method t The woman hands you a 
ticket, and on your return, from amidst three hundred canes, 
restores your own. 

Yon go to high mass, and take a chair. At the most sol- 
emn moment of the servioe, mi old woman holds nnt her 
hand. You ^ve her two sous. "Trois sons, Monsieur^— 
c'est un jour de fSte." Then oome three ffwuset—taore 
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sons. There ia a, «jhinkiiig of monej all orer tb6 ohnreh, m 
that ;on feel u if jaa were buying ao many soiu wordi of 
prayer. 

Xhe oburches, it ia trae, are kept is perfect order, and 
order and oleanlineaa are no enemiee to deTotion. But at 
the Madeleine, for example, you find yonrself in an &tmo8|Aflre 
redolent of perfnmes — yon are enrronnded t>y white plnmee 
and blonde laoe, rtohly-floiiuoed dreseee, Indian cashmeres, 
and rosea more perfect than nature — yon listen to the snperf) 
organ played by the masterly hand of LeFebnr — yoorattention 
is ioevitably distracted by your elegant nei^bors, and 
on raising your eyes to the high altar, they rest npon the 
apotheous of Napoleon Bonaparte. It is trae that this is the 
most fashionable temple in Paris, and that at St. Solpice and 
other churches, there is a less select congregation — ^bnt com- 
mend me to those undistingniBhed crowds in black dresses 
and mantillas, who kneel upon the bare floor in those laige 
dark (diurohes — beggars, peasants and duoheeses confounded 
together as they are in the eyes of Him with whom there is 
no reelect of persons. Palmyre's gowns and Warenne's bon- 
nets hare a ohamiiiig effect in the Champa £lys£es ; but as 
there is a time, so there is a place for every thing under the 
sun. 

I had the honor of presentation to their majesties, and 
was received very graciously, especially by the charming 
empress, who, surrounded by her ladies, reminded me of 
Calypso among her nymphs. She asked me several qoeationa 
about Spain. I had not seen her since her marriage. She 
ia thinner, and her eyes hare a deeper, more seriona ezpres- 
sioD. Her head, royally set upon her shoulders, reminded 
mo of Bom% of the ancient effigies of the queens of France. 
She certunly looks born to be an empress. What dignity 
and grace in her walk I Only those amall Spamsb feet ham 
11* 
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HcA ft tTMtd, fim ftnd lij^t, u i{walkiii|; )o the Mnmd of a 
Sfwniih band. WluA pant; of outline in her flgnre, and 
what a oomplexion I The fUraat Prenehwoman looks brown 
bttdde ber. I nw Oonoha among the gneeta, looking in- 
jured and interesting. He " bidea hie time " in Tery pleasant 
qoarters. 

The Taileriee, the' Opera and Ae Gymnase were all I 
bad time f(>r. I went to the latter to see " La joie ^t 
penr," the theatee crowded to enffooation, the andienee 
bathed in tears. Hme. de (Krardin has won new lanrels fbr 
herself by the most simple means. One third of its Bnooess 
ia no donbt owing to the perfection of the acting, but its pop- 
nlarity proves that the most blast and oritical andienee in 
the world are qnite as much disposed to sympathise with an 
honeat piotnre of domestio grief and family saffering, as with 
the meretricious woes of the Dame aux Camditu y Com- 
pa&ia. 

I returned here this morning, and eren while acknowledg- 
ing and regretting the Tut snperiority of Paris orer Ma- 
drid, I felt a thonBsnd times more at the Calle de A1cb1& than 
in the Boulevards — in the Prado than in the ' Champs 
ElystalS "'^ ^■■B delighted to retam to the cordiality, gossip 
and laitaer f^er of this Court-vUlage, Completely abeorbed 
in its own affitirs, eren the question d'Orient, which so en- 
tirely oocnpies the public mind in France, aa may well be 
Buppoeed, hardly ezoites any interest here, and is scarcely 
spoken of, except in onr diplomatic circle. Their own afiurs 
are rather more than they can manage. 

In order to ruse money, the government has issned a de- 
cree, desiring all the civil governors to invite the^ople and 
private individnals of their respective provinces to take part 
in a sabsoription, which is to be opened fbr the spaoe of oat 
month, engaging themselves to have the ooutingent ready, out 
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lulf in June, and tbe other in J11I7, both qtuulities to be r»- 
pudinfimrjiearsiiiBlureBof onee^th,aitd vith theanmul 
imUrest of six per oenL payable emoh aiz Uontha when doe, 
widii^ to this advantage aiutber six per cent, as premiiun 
oa the anticipated loan. At the expiration of one month, 
ebould tbe necessary nun not be collected, it iriU take the 
cbaraoter of a forced loan, to be repaid withoat the dis- 
oonnt of six per oent. bnt with the exchange of the provisional 
lecnpta for notes upon the treasory with interest (beat 
ortoitement in Madrid in consequence of this decree. The 
<^podtion denonnoe it as a " high-handed robbery " — neither 
more nor leas— they are not a bit more choice in Uieir ex- 
pressions than this. One of the principal bankers, discnaeing 
the question last evening at Uie Casino, gives the conduct c^ 
the govenunent, in this instance, his unqualified approbation. 
Don Alejandro Llorente, formerly minister of the treasury, is 
nuned Director of tbe Bank of San Fernando — another cause 

for stormy discussions. As M says, " If San Luis had 

oome down &om heaven with the Decalogue in his hand, his 
enemies would hare fbnnd something to censure in it 1 " 

The Peruvian minuter has opened his fine suite of rooms 
in the palace of the Dukes of Tilla-Hermoea. The rooms 
are qiaobus and el^ant — the foniiture entirely from Paris, 
— ^Ur. and Aladame Osma receive vrith the greatest amiabil- 
ity — the company is select— tlie supper txquit — therefore 
you may imagine that these weekly 8oir£cs are about the best 
in Uadrid. The young DncheHs of Peria, sister of the Duch- 
ess of Uedina-Cteli, has died at the age of twenty-two, 
young and beautiful She was a blonde beauty, entirely un- 
like her aster. She is said to have died of measles, oompli- 
eated with some other complaint; and on the night of this 
first Boii£e at the Peruvian minister's, I coold see from the 
windows the room in the Uedina-Cteli palace where the body 
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of the dnolien ma Ijisg in her eoffin, with Hgfats st the 

bead and foot. The oontrast betwem the gi^ da&ong of 
the G«ryun ootUIion, in whidi many of her young oompui- 
iona were engaged, and the solitary BtiUnen of that chamber 
of death, was BtrikiDg. 

Fint great run — almost tropioaL HaTing gime vitJi 
E. of the French Legation, to cftll on the Dowager Dnehen of 
San Carlos, in the Calle del Barqoillo, where she has a ehann- 
ing honao in the French fiuhion, entre eour etjardin, we 
fonnd that the street had become a rapid Btream, where flat- 
bottomed boats might navigate — perhaps the etymology of 
itB name BarqttUlo is owing to this eircnmstance. We 
escaped into the honse of the Danish minister, oldest and 
most popular of diplomates. Lord Howden has been giving 
a series of farewell dinners, previons to his intended depfo^ 
tiire for Andalusia. 

An amnsiog little adrentnre occurred at the liOgation 
jeeterdaj, in which I enacted the part of victim. An inter- 
esting female, in the deepest mourning, requested to see his 
excellenoy upon businesK She was shown into the ant«-room, 

but Count A > being particularly engaged, desired me to 

inquire what her business might be. I found a remarkably 
pretty woman, t4)parently about ei^t and twenty, with a pur 
of languishing dark eyes, and a very fine figure. I expressed 
his exoellency's regret at being unable to see her himself, 
and requested her to make me the medium of her communi- 
cation. Aftor a pause and a deep sigh, she oommenced her 
history. 

She was the widow of an officer — the orphui daughtor of 
a distinguished oolonel, who had lost hia life in some battle, 
the name of which has escaped my memory. She was left to 
the tondor merdes of the world, penniless, and with five 
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obildren, dMig^ten, tite eldest ta^t jtara (A± Throng 
Bome iM^eet hw widow's peudiw liad not been pud. She 
Ii&d eome to Madrid to solicit m Midience of the qaeen. She 
b&d heard of Count A— — 's generositj and oharit^. She 
oame to entreat him to speak in her &Tor. I did not see 
how his solicitation was preiMsely what she required. I re- 
oonuaended an appeal to tiie Minister of War. She thanked 
me Tei7 mnch, and oast down her ejee, fringed with a dark 
oartain of eyelashes — dien raising them again, she said, while 
a luge tear trembled in each (I will swear to the tears) — " It 
is bard for the daughter and widow of two brave officers to be 
reduced to solicit aid — ^bnt iriist will a mother not do for her 
childrra I and Uioee diildren starring ! " I am afraid I glanced 
indiscreetly at the elegance of her monming attire, bnt she ap- 
peared to take no notice, and asked me if I thon^t Uiat Conot 
A—— would lend her a small sum to pay the rent of her 
lodgings for one week. I told her I woold take her message 
to die connt, bnt she stepped me, and laying her white un- 
gloved hand upon mj arm, and pouring a whole fire of artil- 
lery from her radiant eyes — " Stay," said she, " I would 
rather receive a favor from ytnt. Something tells me that 
you are geuerous. I have more &ith in youth, with snob a 
countenance as yours, than in the cold, worldly prudence of 
an older diplomate." 

I stammered out something, and put my hand in my 
pocket— drew out a porte-monnue, and was quite ashamed on 
opening it, to find that it o(»tauicd only two gold napoleons. 
I told her I hardly ventured to ofier so small a sum, bnt 
would ooU at her lodgings in the evening. She took tfaem, 
however, with a pensive smile, and gave me her direction — 
"Dofia AnadeGonssles,Calle de Silva, No. 15, firarth story,' 
to the left hand." Then with another killing gbmce, she 
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pr«pmd to depart I banded W into ber bertina, and i»- 

emved a nreet "Beao laa maon de T. Cabalkro," •■ it 
drove off^ 

The oonnt was with tbe Anatriaa miniBtet wben I re- 
tnmed, so I reserred the aoooont of m; misdon to aaotiier 
opportunity, and in the evening let off, armed mtik a foil 
pone, to the Calle de Silva. I foond the umnbcr — moonted 
to tbe apartment — poor enough it seemed to be. I knocked — 
a shiill-voioed maid-serrant reconntutred me thnn^ the 
loop-hole, I asked if the SeSora was at home. She threw 
open the door, and marched on before me thnnigh a dark 
passage, at the end of which she walked into a long low- 
roofed room, and annonnced me as a gentleman — un OtUta- 
Uero. I found mjself, as soon as tbe Ugbt of one flaring 
tallow eandle enabled me to distingnieb any thing, in tbe 
presence of five old ladies ; four with mantillas, and one 
very dea^ bslf-bUnd old lady, die mistress of the house. 

They were ranged upon stiff wooden ohurs, wiUi tbeir 
backs elose to tbe wall, and each bad a cap of chooolate in 
one hand, and a small sweet biscnit in the other. Every 
biscnit remained suspended in its descent into each onp, and 
all eyes were turned to survey the intruder into their terta- 
lia. I made my respects to the old lady, whose gray hair 
without a cap tomed up with a horn comb, proolaimed her 
to be the mistrMS of the domain, and b^ged to know if the 
Seilont de Qonsatei was at home. "Mii mtdetf" said the 
old woman. " No better. I have suffered a great deal from 
my rheumatism since last Uonday. I went to mass in the 
rain, and cangbt more cold. Sit down, Caballera Take a 
cup of chocolate." I declined, and repeated " La SeBorade 
Tifonsalcs," in a loader key. "SeKoF de Sales," said the 
lady, " please to be seated. Take a glass of water, and an 
axuearillo." " Ton wish to see the SeHora de Gonsalei ?" 
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at ImI nid ui old lady. " No atteh penon hu over lind 
htae. Too bxn misUkeii the nnmber, Befior. DoB* Hus 
guita has occupied this apartment for thirty yean." 

I felt inolined to txeewU the perfidiotu widow, and beddea 
I MW liiat th« old ladies were dying of onriodty for an ax- 
pknation, for yoa must know that I waa rather a Baurt-look- 
ing Caballero to ^pear in thb fourth story, being dreeaed 
tar a soirto at the Austrian minister's. In a few w<»ds I 
ex[Jained my errand. "Are Maria I Canunbal Qoe picar 
ra 1 La riadita I (the little widow I) with her mourning dreca. 
But yon must be tired, CabttUero. Sit down — take an 
aaaeartllo." A little subdued burst of laughter made me 
look round, and there on a low stool in a corner, before the 
table on which tiie solitary candle was burning, sat the pret- 
tiest ^1 1 I am sorry to say, knittjng or darning a stocking. 
Figure to yourself a fine-looking graceful Aadaluza of 
about eighteen, with a profaraon of dark hair rolled round 
her head in about fifty plaits, great, full, dark eyes, and a 
row of pearls in her fresh mouth, which she pursed up very 
primly when I turned round, seeming very much ashamed of 
having given audible vent to her mirth. The result of this 
agreeable sight was, that I sat down, took a glass of olear 
water and an azucariUo, and tried to make myself as agree- 
able as possible. The hostess received an explanation, ^ven 
in a shrill, distmct key by one of the andent Setloras, and 
much sympathy and indignation was expressed by the venera- 
ble Dofia Margarita. I could not help thinking how truly 
polite these good people were, and how perfectly at their ease 
in the presence of a stranger. 

I was just bethinking myself of taking leave, when the 
first old lady who had spoken, rose up, called her danghter, 
the foir knitter, and prepared for her departure, saying that 
hw cook had a pulmonia, and she must go home to see hw. 
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6neh m leare-teldng, and Uning, and putting on of ifaawls, 
uid mMsages, and promioei of retoro I And aa I had risen 
at th^ same time, the hoeten told me the honse was at my 
dicponl, so was the aunque tnuM (althongh nseless), &o., 
and yet no one koew my name, or seemed to care to know. 
I asked permiaBion of the old lady to aooompany her and her 
dangfater home. They lived in the Galle de loa Espqos. 
On the way, I received many cautions as to how I listened 
to impOBiDg widows in ^tare. Doila Dolores walked on de- 
murely in front. I accompanied my new acqiuintanoes ap 
to the fourth story of their honse, was requested to walk in, 
which I declined, and cannot datter myself that I have made 
the aligfatest impresdon upon the fiur PoBa Dolores, who, by 
the way, managed her fan and mantilla in the most bewitdi- 
ing manner. Hy story was reoeired with much applause 

next day at the count's table. M was in ecstasies at 

my being so verdant. It seems that this class of interesting 
impostors is not nnoommon here. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



Gardens of lie Principe — 7%t Palace — /<• Eneinnu. 

On the 2&tli, her majesty held a besamatios (drawing-room), 
to celebrate the birthday of the queen-mother. I cop; the 

Marqneea de M 'b inTitation, which I took off her table. 

She ie, as yon may remember, the wife of the Minister of 
the NftYy, 
£xMA. Senora: 

Her Majesty, the. Queen onr Lady, whom God preserve, 
has been pleased to appoint the hour of six in tiie evening 
of tbe 25th instant, for the Ladies' Besamanos, which is to 
be held for the plaouble motive {motivo plaits^le) of its 
being the birthday of her Majesty the Queen-Mother. 
Which I communicate to your Excellency by Royal order 
for your information {intdigencia y gobiemo), also making 
known to your Excellency that the attendance is to be in 
court-dress and train. 

God preserve your Excellency many years. 

The TisoountesB of Talloria, 

Widowed I>uchess of Gor. 

To the Lady of the Minister of . 

Paiac; 2bth April, 1854. 
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Tho diidOBUrfio eorpB arc invitod to Meai at mi earlier 

honr. t aoeompatued Gonnt A aboat two o'clot^, first 

to the qneeoi-iDother, before whose doors were crowds of 
oarriages. Those ladies who were not going to ooort after- 
wards were is deini-toilett«, but the generalitj were in full 
eottrt-dress. Qneen Christina was very simply dressed in 
blue nik, with a white shawl ; seated, the dnhe and one la^ 
of honor itaoding beside her. 

The handeomest dresses I remarked, were those of the 
Connteeses of Toreno and Montijo. The latter wore a drees 
of bright green and gold, which was saperb ; but the dia- 
monds of the Conntess of Toreno seemed to me the finest in 
the room. All our corps were there, always excepting the 
doyen and bis lady ; and all the ladies of the cabinet whose 
husbands go to conrt early on these occasions, and leare 
them to follow at six o'clock. Thos, while the cabinet min- 
isters remain beside the throne daring nearly all the presen- 
tations, their ladies are received the very last, ao tjiat, they 
tell me, the qneen takes leare of them after their audience, 
and retires henel£ 

The tbrone-room, or hall of ambassadors, as it is called, 
IB magnificent, the walla and roof covered with fine paint- 
ings, diiefly of an allegmical description, the work of Don 
Juan Bantista Tiepolo. Id the cornice are represented the 
different states and provinces of the Spanish monarchy, with 
the Tsrions costumes of the inhabitants, and the different 
productions of the soil In the comers are golden medals 
contained in vast shells adorned with festoons and cariatidi, 
and supported by statues representing rivers. The whole 
salon has a truly regal aspect, with rich furniture of crimson 
and gold, enormous mirrors, statues, oaudelabras, curious 
inlaid-tables, and enormous chandeliera. The throne itself 
has a magnificent canopy of crimson T^vet with gold &inge ; 
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at die foot are four bimue lionB, sod ai either nde a stattw 
of Pradenoe and Jnstice. 

Wlien we aErived the queen had 011I7 received her i«r- 
vidtimbn, the ladiea and gentlemen of her honsehold. She 
nA on her throne, nnder the splendid dais, the king at her 
l^t, the Tn&nte Don Francisco on a lor seat at the foot of 
the throne. The eoene vas cert^nlj TVry brilliant The 
queen herself was in a blace of jewels, and her ladies geemed 
to oompete with her in splendor. They stood in a long row 
to the left, and it mnst be admitted that they are incompara- 
bly handsomer than the ladies of any other conrt which I 
have yet seen. The nniforms were saperb — as were also the 
dresses of the honsehold and of the grandees ; those of the 
cabinet ministers were also very handsome, especially of 
San-Lois and MoliD»--oonsiBting of crimson velvet knee- 
breeches, with white silk stockings, and ooata covered with 
Teiy rich gold embroidery. The Pope's suncio and the 
Archbishop of Toledo stood near the throne. The qnerai 
seemed to be in her gayest hnmor, and I heard her dress 
very mnch admired by the diplomatic ladies. It seemed to 
t>e composed of some rich and ancient-looking brocade, bat 
ftirther " deponent sayeth not." 

The perfect ease of the veiy yonngeat Spaniard never 
ceases to surprise me. They kiss hands and back out, as if 
they had done nothing else all their lives, and many of them 
had probably never left their provinces a few days before, or 
Been the inside of a palace until that moment. Each in- 
dividual has to walk up the steps of the throne ; the ladies, 
with their long heavy trains, kiss the hand of the qneen ; 
then drag their trains along, and kiss the king's hand ; back 
down, and kiss the Ynfante's, then back out throuj^ the 
long halL The foreign ladies are not expected to kUa hands. 
How the; manage to go backwards with their truna oa the 
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loor, it ft iMjaUrj to me. Th« Spuiiih Udies make renark- 
ablj gnMNfal oonrtMies, mn ut whioh probabl; fomu part <^ 
their ednoation. Wben we left the hall, the qneoi ratired 
to her cabinet for rest or refreehmcot. Wefoimd the ladies 
of the ministerB and a few others of the grandees, in the next 
room waiting their torn for an audienoe. The miniateiB 
thomaelTes had gone home. It was growing dnsl^ u»d the 
servants were beginning to light np the great halL We 
staid some time in the king's chamber, as it is called, wut- 
ing for the carriage, whioh had not yet made Its appearance. 
We remained till the queen and her ladies, with the king 
and Ynfante, had retaned, and resomed their places. The 
hall was now brilliantly lighted up. The doors were thrown 
open — the ladies roee, thankful that their hoar had oome at 
last, threw dona their trains, and went in. We looked od 
from a distance at this last reception. All the crowd had 
gtne. There were none present bnt the royal fiunily and 
their sait«. After kissing hands, the ladies backed out, and 
formed themselves into two lines in an adjoining apartment, 
further on, and waited till the queen passed out, when they 
made their last courtesies, and she and her brilliant tnun dis- 
' appeared into the inner regions of the palaoe. 

News of the assassination of the Prince of Parma I Poor 
young man I Sad end to a gay and reckless life. Strange 
presentiment that haunted him of an unttmely end, tiiuB con- 
firmed. Yet not strange, perhaps, as he knew that this reck- 
lessness carried too far in several oases, had made him many 
sworn foes. The assassin has esotqted. All ask whetbw 
the crime is more likely to have been committed &om private 
revenge, or from political motives. Mosi probably from the 
former. Thus the daohess has seen both her hosband and 
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flttber periili by the knife of the MNaaain. She is nuned 
regent for the yonng prince. A oh&nge of ministry ia ex- 
pected, and eepeoially that she will dismisa the celebrated 
BanHi Wsrd. The conrt again goes into monming. 

Ma; b approaching, with her breath of rosea, and the 
weadter is perfect. Flowers are bloaaoming whererer thej 
can find a comer to grow in. The market is filled with ereiy 
variety of flowers, bnt still especially with baskets fiiU of 
the beaatifol carnations of Valencia, which arrive in cart- 
loads every morning. Their siie is enormous — the perfinne 
exquisite — the colors of every variety ; crimson, pink, straw- 
color, rose-color, variegated, pore white. It ia now a general 
&sliion at soirees, for the girls t« wear tbem in their hair. 

Went again to the conserrfttorio— as nsoal, good, but 
tiresome, and lasting till near three in the morning. The 
qoeen was there in half moaming, with alternate floances of 
white and black lace, and a bead-drees of the same. I am 
flattered to learn that my sisters find me improved in my 
descriptions of dress. 

Sivon, the famons violoncello player, is here. He played 
a few evenings ago in the palace, before the king and qneen, 
who were delighted with his performance. The king espe- 
cially is a good itansieian. The queen has sent Sivori a set 
of diamond bnttons and a cross. He has more soul in his 
playingthanalmOBtanyothermnsioian. I know he has played 
several nights in the Ciroo, bnt his music is not of a natnre 
to please the crowd. 

Went to the Principe to see a new piece, the Siea}tem- 
bra, in which La Teodora is excellent. Her struggles be- 
tween virtnoos pride (though the pride is overstrained) and 
afiection were well rendered. " Bather a contrast to the 
kmiiraa of the present day ! " sud the aarcastio . 

Accompanied SeHor E to the church of the Saleeas, 
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to na ft gnat fimaion is boBor of three latdy euumised 
nmti : Jwu de Britto, Aitdrefl Bobok, and Hariano do Pa,- 
rede j Florae, aomamed the Lilj of Qmto. The Hermon 
npmi the laat aunt waa preadied by Father Gnmplido; the 
orowd waa inunenae, and ike aeirjoe lasted from ten till half- 
paat one. A revolntion is predicted for the Dos de JVayo. 
Bmng predicted, it will probably not oeoar ; but the very 
belief in saoh an event iabad. It aocnatonu the mind of tlie 
people to the idea, and provea, that the fonudation of tlie 
govemmeot is nnatable. Meanwhile the affitir of the " Black 
Warrior " fbrmi an epieode which has in aome messnre dis- 
tracted pnbUo attention from mattera of a more'pnrely local 
natore. It is only when a ease of this sort occnrs, that one 
difloorera that patriotiam ia not irtiolly extingoiahed in Spain, 
or awaUowed np in a masa of petty intrigaea for power and 
place. ■ The eolation of the question depends upon the reaolt 
of the negotiatioDB opened by Mr. 8onl6 with this gorem- 
ment. The cabinet of Waahington insiat upon obtiuning re- 
parations which the Spanish goremment consider it an indig- 
nity on their part to grant; and whatever be the tme state 
of the qneation, or npon which side jnsttoe lies, a point upon 
which I do not pretend to give any opinion — ^here, at least, 
all parties, of whatever denomination, seem to have bnt one 
feeling ; a oironinstanca so oncommon as to be worthy of 
record. 

Vehement political disoosdon last evening at the table of 
— . He himaelf affeota to belong to no party, and invari- 
ably invites members of every political sect, perhaps with 
the amiable object of setting them by the ears. The con- 
versation arose from an expression in one of the opposition 
papers which appeared that morning ; in which the govem- 
laeat was compared to " an unknown oomet of uniatcr infln- 
enoe, whose irr^olar and caprioions coarse pertnrbed the 
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bannony of the stars, snd orerthrew tlie Uwb of nston 1 V 
This lenutric wis cited by Q , vho seemed to think thkt 
th« cosqiuiy required something to enliren them. 

" After sll," sud our host qttietly, " the government hw 
passed trinrnphantly throngh ft difficult crins." 

"And by what means?" said an angry editor. "By 
force — ^by intimidation." 

" Even if it were so, which I deny," sud another, " forci- 
ble aggrettuons most be repressed byfbroible meaanres. The 
oftbinet of San-I^nis has simply extricated itself from all tba 
difficulties with which the (^position endeavor to embariMS 
its march. It baa done all that can be required of a goverD- 
meut, when it finds itself snrrotmded by diffionlties and ob- 
stftclea. It has got rid of these obstacles by the only means 
is its power. It has acted upon the principle of self-defence, 
a right conceded to all individuals when attacked. 

"The oircnmstances in which this goremment fonnd 
itself were such, that nothing but unwavering energy and an 
iron will could have produced a fiivorable result. They 
were not natural drcnmstancee; they were created by the 
opposition. Every aot of severity on their part has been 
more than justified. Had they ^ven way at die first ciy of 
passion, at the first appearanoe of danger, they would have 
proved themselves weak and despicable, and unworthy of the 
oonfidence of their sovereign and of the nation. 

" They did not resolve the crisis of the bank by intimida- 
tion. Their object was merely to repress those scandalous 
intrigaes which were put in movement to produce the i^ 
pearauce of a monetary crisis; snd when this pretended 
crisis terminated, it did so merely because it was proved to 
the pnblio by official documents that they had nothing to 
fear, and that the panic had been solely the result of strata- 
gem; and therefore, while the abettors of the crisis assem- 
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bled Inodrada before the doon of the bank, jaUdo fimds 
roH in the Bourse. In mj opinioii, thie oftbinet is now 
mora firmlj ertebliahed tlun erer, end if it is to be orer- 
thrown, it will only be by a military revolatioD." 

Went yesterdsy to see the races at the Casa de Campo ; 

rode there with M and S . The qneen and her 

mite wera in a oorered iriiune vith aome of her ministeis. 
The ladiea remained in their open carriages, iriiioh had a 
good effect, as they were all in fall ioUetU d» matin. The 
whole affiiir waa rather oold and very ariatooratio, forming a 
eontraat to the excitement and enthnnasm of Uie speotators 
in the plaia de iorot. Borne of the horsu were English, 
pur lang. The jookeya rode well, dressed En^ish fashion, 
and many of them English in fact. The horsee were in the 
names of the Dnkea of San Oarlos and Biansaree, Marqnis of 
Bedmar, &o., bnt tJiose of the two first belonged to the qneen 
and qneen-mother. Horse-raoing is oTidently an engrafted 
taste here, and people in general are very indifferent aboat it. 
The weather also was oold and disagreeable for Madrid. 
The queen staid till eight o'clock, having, as nsnal, airiTcd 
late. 

Anothra besamanoa on aooonnt of the king's birthday, 
which passed off like tiie other. The little princess is gene- 
rally sent into the oonntry on Hieae oooasious — a wise 
measore. 

ConntesB told me, that when she returned this even- 
ing, she desired very gravely to see the Intendente of the 
palace, and told him that she had observed that momisg, 
that one of the foontains in the Pardo (a royal oonntry-seat) 
was not playing ; and that he must attend to it Bather 
precodooB for two years old I 
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Ddy in wMch the Tiaticom ia curied to the dck, vho 
hsre not been able to make their Easter commonion. A 
grand and Bolemn procession. All the balconies were hung 
with corered draperiE» ; those of the grandees with rich and 
ancient brocades, which, if they conld speak, might telt man; 
a tale of the varioiis oocaaions on which they have displayed 
their gold and crimson glories, now faded, to the sou. The 
Santisirno was carried in one of the royal state carriages. 
The streets were strewed with flowers, and bouquets were 
carried along, of such enarmous size, that one coold scarcely 
be lifiied by four men. 

The queen-mother is dangerously ill with measles ; and 
all commuBication oat off between her house and the palace. 

A great many evening receptions, and various diplomatic 
dinners ; amongst others, one at the Marquis Torgot's, who 
is now able to walk slowly with the aid of crutches. 

mr ittb. 
Went yesterday to the country fSte of San Tsidro, called 
la JRameria, where the whole population of Madrid were 
dancing, on the banks of the river, jota«, fandangos, or bo- 
leros; guitars and castanets sounding in every direction; 
Manolos and MancHas in a state of intense enjoyment The 
dress of the ^aTiolo, aa well as his character and manners, 
ate no doubt greatly modified since the days when Don Ra- 
mon de la Cruz introduced the type into his amusing 
saineteSf the Spanish farce. The dress is now a tight short 
jacket, with a multitude of silver buttons ; an open waist- 
coat .also, with innumerable buttons; an embroidered shirt, 
the collar lined with red and tied round with a bright- oolored 
handkerchief, the ends passing through a ring ; a yellow or 
scarlet belt, wide pantaloons, white stockings, and well-fitting 
12 
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■hoeo. A caiatui lut, fl^t mb the b^ and toned up all 
nnmd the brim, has beai aafaetitated for the fbnn» pointed 
high-crowned hat, wliich is now aeldom seen, but waa m<M« 
graoefiiL A itiok in hie hand and a knife bj hia aide, and 
yoii hare the aotnal ooatnme of the H&nolo; the ahoemaker, 
the batcher, the ct^tstro, or v^terer may be his trade. 

The ManeHa, prorerbial for her grace, wit, and indepen- 
denee— her indomitable pride, ignorance, abhorrence of 
foreigners, and Tidona and diaaipated habits — is still a type 
apart, bnt has undergone man; modifications smce those 
days when, to walk through certain streets of Madrid, where 
these dames ohieflj congregated, was an a&ir of some dan- 
ger, especially for a stranger. In Taia, women of a higher 
class have endeavored to parody the tme Manola. Her wit, 
her repartees, her grace, her dress, are all her own ; so are 
the bell-shaped, embroidered petticoat, the pearl-colored 
stockings, the high-cut shoe, the striped mantilla, thrown 
back with an inimitable air ; the plaited hair, the peculiar 
walk, and especially that sweet, rather drawling intonKti<Hi 
with which she makes the most witty and insolent remarks. 

Tenders of flowers and fruit, or officiating in, the oigai^ 
shops, eertun (€ these Manolas were celebrated for their 
grace and beauty, fferoma, thechestnat-Bellerf^Cbs^iAtfni); 
Fepa, the orange girl ; Bf arica, the embroiderer ; had their 
day of fame, and attracted aa cnstomers all the diatingiiiahed 
' pdUot of the coital. Within late years, however, their fierce- 
ness in certain revolutions, in which they proved tbemselvee 
worthy rivab of the French poiasardea, attracted the atten- 
tion of the authorities. The progress of eivillEation has 
extended itself to this redoubtable class. Their ebildren 
have been received into Tarious schools of gratuitous in- 
stroctaon, and the type, as it originally existed, is gradually 
wearing out. A well-dressed stranger nuy now walk in thi 
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diatrist eallad the Zavaptes, witknit being intalted. The 
MmoI m still Bell flowers, ohestnati, and eogvs, bat no longw 
keep np a mr of wit and insolenoe villi tbeir enstomva. 
They bare Dot entirely lost their local i^yidognomy ; bnt, 

aeoordiiig to my friend H "hnd other aothoritiee, they 

have greatly improred in morals, manners, and habits; both 
sexes always retaining their taste for dancing and boU-fi^la, 
dwir lore of dress, and a certain cmtempt for erery thing 
tiiat is not Spaanh. The original type, in all its perfeotioD, 
is now confined to the stage, snd may be seen in certain 
pieeea oocsnonally given in the Oreo, the witty prodactions 
of Don Ramon de la Cnu, each as La ecua d« Tocams-JBoqua, 
or the Enraged Chestamt-aellers. 

I took np my position to-day onder a spreading tree by 
the basks of the river, near tiie ohiqtel of San Ysidro, and 
lay there smoking for hours, watching the rarioas groups who 
were celebrating the Someria — the nnwearied danoers, ib» 
antiring gaitar-players, all good-homored, gay and careless, 
nn^ng, laoghing, and enjoying themselves, yet always with 
pofeet deoomm. Tired with a long walk in the heat of the 
ssn, I fell &st asleep to the mnsio of the segoidilla. When 
i awoke, the snn had gone down, a breese was blowing from 
the river, and a group of people seated on the grass within a 
short distance of my retreat, were drinking ohooolate, a hevp 
of roarted c&estnnts beside them, which a namber of children 
were bosUy devottring, burning their mouths snd fingers witli 
great glee. A very handsome woman, with short petticoats 
and little feet, a small blue China crape shawl and a mantilla, 
large pearl ear-ringB and a fan, seeing me look towards the 
party, rose, and coming up to me with an air as graceful and 
dignified as that of any hi^-bom lady of sixteen qnarteringa, 
said to me, " Gaballero, you look &tigned. Will you honor 
SI by taking a cap of chocolate ?" I rose up and took off 
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s^ hftt, opoB whidi lU tiw n«a took off diaba, tai retpuctod 
BM to put <Ki mine, hoipitablf snfoniiig the iDTitatimi ot 
PoDft Cumen. 

Ad ezoellent cup of fbaming choooUte wu huidcd me, 
ftnd, Bitting down on the grus between two pretty g^Is— tke 
dnugbten, I oonolnde, of DoOa Cumen — I accepted tittat 
hoipit«lit; u fruikly u it was offered. As fin tbem, tbej 
oontinned to tklk, Uiigh, and aing, as if there were bo inter- 
loper in tlieir party, yet always treating me with die most 
respootful attention. When I rose to leare them I knew 
the Spanish ekaiaoter too well by this time to Tentore upon 
any offer of money ; so I merely thanked them, praised their 
ohooolate, and reoeiTed in retorn a thousand ezpreaaious of 
good-will, assorances of their being always ready to seire me, 
and a heuty '* Vat/a V. eon IHos Cabailero " from the whole 
group. Suddenly I .recollected that I had an acceptable 
offering in my pocket, and prodaoing my cigar-case, emptied 
its contents, which were reoeired by the men with many 
thanks, and we parted the beat friends in the world. 

To-day (he ministers were to hare gone to the inaugortt- 
tion of the new railroad from Aranjoez to Tembleqae; but, 
in consequence of the critical condition of the qoeen-mother, 
the ceremony is deferred. Anoth^ brilliant party at the 
Peravian minister's. 

IfijMMh. 

On Wednesday last a diplomatic party was formed to 
visit Aranjuei, a place almost fabulously beautiful As the 
Escorial is the grandest and moat gloomy of royal reddeuces, 
Aranjuez is the most enchanting — a very temple of pleasure. 
The {me is well fitted to be the tomb of the Spanish monarchs; 
the other to be the theatre of their amusements. The rail* 
way, certainly, does not seem a poetical enough mode of i^ 
pioaob to these gardens of Armida ; but inasmuch as the oar- 
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nagea are oomftrtable, ^aoknu, and well-arraigod, and carry 
the traveller with, the speed of thongM orer a ddsty nninter- 
eetlng road, tbej are not to be quarrelled with. 

The da; was warm, bnt not sultry ; and team the moment 
of entering Aranjnez, we breathed an atmoephere of flowers. 
Sitoated on the left shores of the Tagns, the oit; itself oon- 
tains npwards of five thoosaud inhabitants, though more Aan 
twenty thousand are eaid to he accommodated there in the 
season, thai ia, during the queen's visit, which is not expected 
to take place this year. 

Formerly this royal retreat belonged to the knights of 
Santiago, and was the residence of Uie grand-maatcra of the 
order. Philip IL was its first royal owner, and the constmo- 
tion of the palace was begun by his orders, under the direo- 
tion of Juan de Herrera, a celebrated architect. It was 
continaed during the reigns of Philip V, and Ferdmand VI. 
and eonchided in that of Charles III. All these sovereigns 
oontribated to the formation and beautifying of the gardens 
and fonntains which embellish Aranjuez; but Charles IT. it 
was who more especially adorned and extended the pleasure- 
grounds of this bis &vorite domain. The first sight of the 
beantifiil valley in which Aranjnez lies, fertilized by the wa- 
ters of the Tagus and larama, shows to the traveller like an 
oawB in the desert, especially as contrasted with the arid and 
stony country surrounding Madrid. 

We took carriages in the village, for it is little more, in 
spite of its churches, military governor, hoapital, theatre, 
jdaza de toros, inns, cafca, and post-houBes ; and driving 
through the Calle Larga, or Long Street, shaded on either 
side with fine trees, entered the beautihl plaza de San Anto- 
nio, leaving on onr right the palace with its parterres and 
waterfalls, and to the left the Calle de la Beina and the new 
garden of Yaabel Segunda; and following the advice of 
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Oonnt , irbo »etod aa onr guide, direet«d our mj to 

the gardena'of the Prinoqw. 

Id thMe beaatifol gudena atknds the pretC^ palace amDed 
the " Qua dd Labrador" the honee of the woifanan, iron- 
icsUj, it is Bud, aa woonnt of Uie muiy nra and Tshwble 
objects which it ecmtaina. It wu IraDt by OharUa IT., Mtd 
looks like a pretty oonntiy-hoaBe, standing in the midfA of 
grorea and flower-gardeiia. It is full of cnrioaitice and 
objects of art, all of Spanish workmaaalup. The rooma are 
long and low-roofed, some rery small, but oovered with 
puntings, chiefly by Lnca Giordani. The staircases are nar- 
row, with ^t balustrades. In the first salon, is a long 
platean of alabaster, covered with rases and statuettes of 
alabaster and porphyry ; an ingenioos dock, with a diamond 
star to mark the hours — beantifnl candelabras, cf irtiiah the 
monld was broken, that the form mi^t not be repeated — 
marble pillars of different colors, &c All is jasper sad 
porphyry, and cnrions marbtes and precioos stones; a rare 
and costly bijon. 

We made, however, rather a harried inspection of the 
nomerons apartments, and went oat to walk in the gardens 
of the Principe, several miles in eircumferenoe, a labyrinth 
of the most briUimt and exquisite flowers of every eolor, 
shaded by the loftiest and nobl^ trees, broo^t from every 
quarter of tJie world, and flourishing in these &vored ragusaa 
as in their native soils. We particularly admired the 
gigantic poplars, and cedars which five men can soaroety 
span. 

The fragrance of the flowers is wonderful, an essence of 
roses and jasmine. Nowitbstanding their immense extent, 
thMe gardens are kept in perfect order. A strong d^ of 
mason-work defends them from the incorsions of the Tagos ; 
every species of fruit is cultivated within tiwir preoinBte; 
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«lear tasks, AmAj idands, fonntuns of grwt uehiteetanl 
beaaty, every where refresh the eye, and fonn a scene of con- 
etant and pleasing Tariot;. 

Towards mid-da; the enn became oppreflsive, in spite of 

trees and- fbnntainB ; and Mesdames proposed that we 

riiould return to onr oairiagee, and drive to the palace in the 
Jardin <U ta Tda. The Tagos, on whose banks this beanti- 
fol palaoe stands, was now a dark mnddj color, bnt the 
water&Us into which it forms in front of the palace, were 
^ear as crystal It Is a diarming residence; the rooms 
lofty and spacions — the views from the windows, one maze 
of groves and fonntains, and flowers of the hrightest colors. 
This extreme brij^tneas of tint is remarkable, and was 
observed upon by all onr party. There is something tropical 
in the color. The roses are redder, the carnations a deeper 
crimson, the trees a more flaahhig green, than can be seen 
elsewhere. 

The queen's sleeping-apartments called forth general ad- 
miration, especially her dressing-room, fitted up with white 
Talendan silk, eralnroidered all over with bnnehes of pink 
roses. The carving (f the bed, the cl^anoe of the toilette- 
tables, were all oommented on. Her Majesty's Deapaeho, 
vhere she receives her ministers, is a obarming room, look- 
ing out upon tlie river ; and die throne-room is a noble apart- 
ment The walls are coveted with yellow damask, and large 
mirrors. The fomitore is entirely composed of dark ruby 
velvet and gold ; obairs, sofas, curtains, &c. Fine paintings, 
as in the Gasa del Labrador, adorn the roofo ; chiefly by the 
inde&tigable Laca GiordanL The chapel is handsome — the 
altar-piece a fine Annnnoiation by Bayen, a Spanish artist. 
"In the palaces of the Spanish monarchs," as Count A 
observed, " it is not so mneh the grandcor of the furniture 
or the nae of the apartments that we admire ; it is the in- 
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trinrio ntlue utd rarity of the olgeoU which they oontun; 
the fine paiotingB, the Flemish tSipestries, the inUid tables, the 
precious stonea, so mnoh that is rich and ancient and rare, 
laTisbed in every direction with an nneparing hand." 

Here, however, ooe must alwajs leave art for nature, thongh 
it would seem that both hare strireu together in amicable 
contest. But the "Garden of the Island" is the crowning 
oharm of Aranjuez. The island ia formed hy the jouotioa 
of the river with a canal The &bled gardens of Armida, 
which inevitably present themselves to the imagination in 
wandering through this scene of beauty, cannot have had a 
&irer model than this, even in the mind of the poet. 

The delicious shade of the lofty and spreading trees, 
impervious to the fiercest rays of the sun — ^the temples, 
fountuos, and marble statnes — the distant sound of the 
water&ll, the songs of myriads of birds, undisturbed inhab- 
itants of these groves, the exquisite fragrance of the atmos- 
phere, — every thing that can oharm the senses is united here, 
to a degree that is almost overpowering. I wandered away 
from our party, who, tired of walhing, had seated themselves 
in the temple beside the great fountun, agreeing to meet 

them at the house of S a, where we were to adjourn 

- before our departure. 

Nothing could be more oppressive than the stJUnees. 
Not a sound but the murmuring water, and the songs of the 
birds. Turning the comer of a shady alley, I came upon so 
pretty a picture, that I would gladly have made a sketch of 
it. A beautiful boy of about four years old, brown, and 
with the eyes and hair of Murillo's children, was lying fiist 
asleep with his head upon the knees of a grave little girl 
about three years older, seated upon the grass, by the margin 
of a dry stone fountain, and busily engaged in mn-lting up 
little bouquets of wild roses and corn-flowers. A man was 
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mowing tbe grass tt a little distanoe. Both childreii, Aongb 
dark as gypnes, bare-legged and bare-footed, were eminently 
haodsome, and had w) noble an lur, that one might hare 
fancied them a couple of little Moorish captives, of the race 
of BoabdiL 

The Etm had set, and a soft breeie was rippling the 
vaters of the Tagns, when I left these enchanted gardens, 
and made my way to the house of S a, in time to par- 
take of the refreshments which he had prepared for oar 
party, whom I fonnd seated before a feast of strawberries, 
pnrple grapes, and champagne — ices, and iced beFerages of 
every description. It was dusk when ve bid adiea to this 
paradise, and returned to the railroad and scenes of common 
life. I recommend all nouveaux mariis to take a house at 
Aranjnez in the month of May. The families from Madrid, 
however, who have country-seats there, oomplun of it as 
bwng extremely dull Besides it is now decided that the 
qneen will not visit Aranjues this summer — a great disap- 
pointment to the residents. She intends going to La Granja, 

the Spanish Versaillra — and Count A has sent there to 

secure lodgings. Already the heat begins to be felt at Aran- 
jnez ; in a short time it will be sultry. 

Although it is probable that along residence there might 
cloy upon the 'senses, proving only that we are no longer 
fitted to pastoraliie in Arcadia, I mark down this day in 
rose-oolor npoo the tablets of my memory, as I do that spent 
in the Escorial in inky black; yet for a continuance, I 
should prefer to live in the gloomy precincts of the Escorial, 
but surrounded by mountains and with bracing air, rather 
than in this monotony of beauty and sweetness. 
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Th Fotma— Tit •• St^'—IlM aUaiir i» Ai a 

tie Etand—Agbatkm—RteoU qf Hit CoMAj—ffDamiB U dar And— 
aiMarg qf lie amgiiraey—ffDoimeU mi He ifiUtiwy—Piibtic Aiaie^— 
Tie Quim'i flMm — MaMd Sedind in a ilate ^ Bitge — Avduuriow 
—Brnmn—Dtfeat ijf lie BiMt. 

Weht to aee the Verb*na, the f£t« oil Sk John's Ere. How 
the |;ood people of Madrid do amoae themeelTes I HoUdaTi 
enoogh they have to maJie the despair of all atilitariana. 
Theatres, &irs, bnll-fighta, moonlight dances, — with tfaran 
life is nearly a perpetoal f£te. I cannot imagine tbem en> 
gaged in a rerolntion. It seems to me that they wonld 
danee it off to the mnsic of the Jota. Bnt what a fine 
brave-looking set of men they are I how frank and indepen- 
dent I and even in their amnsements, as I hare bo often had 
oooaMon to obBerre, bow much earnestness in their oharao- 
ter ! a gayety of spirit, yet no ligiretl, and espeoUlly no in- 
deoonuu in their conduct. 

Here was the Prado on this bright moonlight nig^t, 
crowded to excess, and a strange scene is presented. Stnne 
were playing guitars, some singing the national eong»— some 
dandng, — mandugat or jataii-~aoiDO cooking bu^titlot, a 
speoies of hot cake, upon a small fiiraace, with quantities of 
hot oil — some eating them as &st as they were mann&o- 
tnred. Some were drinking at the booths~^«Bh water wiA 
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aatcarHlot, or tamUen of mter, colored with red wine. 
The women were kll in their working-drcMei — the dancers, 
u namtl, rather aerioiis than otherwise, earing apparently 
very little for their partners, hot trying to ontahine eaeh 
other in the rariet; and oomplieation of their steps. One 
young man seemed to bear away the palm in a msnchega, 
•nd was gravely t^planded sereral Umea. We met rows of 
yonng ^Is, taking each other's arms, and all playing the 
castanets — ^no man accompanying them. All were indefat- 
igable ; daneers, players, sellers, hnyers. We staid till three 
in the morning — not the slightest disorder np to that hour; 
probably they became more noisy towards die end. 

On the 26th of April, a letter, which qipeared tike an in- 
vitation to a fimeral, was left at the Legation, which upon 
being opened, was fbnnd to contun a small printed news- 
paper, called the MurnOago (the Bat), containing a series 
of attacks agunst the goTemment. Since then, it drops 
mysterioody into people's houses, is left at their doors in 
various forms, and is said to have appeared on the king's 
table, and even in the tjneen's toilet-chamber. It has rery 
little wit or talent, bat its constant abuse of tiie ministry 
and their party, makes it a weapon of some importance. The 
ministry and their adherents are designated under the name 
of potaeog, but what the precise ori^n of the term is, I can- 
not discover, unless it be, as some say, that the family name 
of Sar&riu3, Oonnt of San-Luis, is supposed to be of Polish 
origin. 

In the first number tliere appeared nnder the head of 
advertisements, several of this nature : 

" Any persons desiring an office, can call at the Depart- 
ment of Fommto, where Don Juan Perei Gftlvo wiU »t- 
tend to them. Notice. — The money must be pwd before- 
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on. Apply to Don SatamiBo Fura, ofmaoeaoaa of tke 
wah-MonUarj of wu to treat of their prioe." And m ob. 

At the end we read : 

" ReapoDflible Editor, Don JoeA Salamanca. Printing'' 
office of the Ccniul de Vilchea." 

The gorenunent in rain endearore to diacDrer the anthof, 
and offen rewards to that effect I hare it from good anthor- 
itj, that he is an Englishman. SaUuuuica, Domeneoh, Oo- 
llantes, Quiuto, and Vista-Bermosa, come in for a large share 
of abuse; also theDakeof Riaosaresand the queen-mother. 
All the measures of the goyemment are unsparingly crit- 
icised in its oolomna. In the number of this morning it is 
BBid: 

•< It seems that a fbrced loan of 180 millions is demanded. 
All l^t astonishes as, is, that the SeSores Molins, Blaser, 
aud Calderon de la Barca, should have associated themselves 
in this responsibilitj." 

In another we read : " A puntjng has disappeared from 
the Muieo. The Duchess of Biansares had it carried to her 
palace to copy, and has either kept or sold it." 

This very painting, copied hy the queen-mother with a 
degree of skill and fidelity which would do honor to a pro- 
fessional artbt, and which copy I have seen in tlie bail-room 
of her palace, is now in the Atdier of the artist Uadraso, 
who is engaged in restoring it. If all the accusations 
printed in the columns of the MureiHago are equally well- 
founded, they are not worthy of much credit. But tJieee 
columns, no doubt, produce a great effect upon the minds of 
the people. 

Another nuntber has come out, in which the throne itewlf 
is attacked ; the queen is reminded of the attempt of Merino, 
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aad ft dmige of djnaaty is more thui hmted sk Tho abase 
of tbe president of Ute oonnoil, bowerer, ohiefl; filla the 
oolomiia of the Bat, 

I had ahnost forgotten to mention the great procession 
on the day of Corpus Chritti, nhen all the balconies were 
hnng with draperies of extraordinary magnificence, and the 
sou Bhiniog on these rivid tints of scarlet, bine and gold, 
piodaced the most brilliant efiect. The streets were crowded 
at an early hour, and the Calle Slayor eqiecially presented 
an appearance really imposing and splendid. The state- 
coaches with the gorgeoos liveries and gayly-caparisoned 
horses — the troops in their brilliant uniforms — the clergy in 
their vestments — the people in their bright^olored dresses — 
the ladies on the balconies, formed an ensemble of rioh and 
varied coloring which would have charmed the eye of a 
punter. The Santinmo was carried nnder a magnificent 
canopy of crimson velvet and gold, all fiUling on their knees 
as it passed. 

Jmwuth. 

Their nu^estles went off this morning at fonr o'clock to 
Aq Escorial, which they are to visit on their way to I<a 
Q^ranja ; with the little princess, and a small snite. Two of 
the ministers, the Count of San-Lois and the Marquis of 
Molins, accompanied the royal party. The others follow in 
a few days to La Granja. The qneen heard mass in her 
oratoiy before setting off They reached the Escorial in 
fbor hoars. The queen was received with great enthasiasm, 
and accompanied to the palace by a procession of young 
girb dressed in white, and strewing flowers before her. Tho 
monks whom she has lately restored to the Escorial, oune 
out to meet her ; and before entering the palace, she assisted 
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of letting off for Ia Onmj& iMzt week. 

JomWO. 

Tremendons KgiUlion in Mulrid I Earl; this morning 
news WM broo^t to tiie Legation that the whole cavalry had 
rerelted, with their general, Dnloe I At their head is Gene- 
ral O'DonnelL The minister of war, General Blaeer, imme- 
diately sent for his oolleagnes to his department, where they 
are now holding a oounoiL As I before mentioned to yon, 
General Doloe, director of the cavalry, had already been 
strongly suspected of holding a traitorous oorrespondenoe 
with the discontented oppositionists who have been sent from 
Madrid. General Blaser, a frank Boldier, informed him of 
these anspioions, and showed him several anonymoos warn- 
ings which he had received on the subject. Dnlce, with an 
affectation of wounded honor, assured Bls>8er, his hand upon 
his heart, that be would be loyal till death — and as a proof 
of his mnoerity, oonfbssed that be had received proposals 
from certain of the absent generals, which he had treated 
with all the scorn which they deserved. 

General Blaser's suspicions were instantly lolled, and from 
that time forward he reposed the most entire confidence in 
the traitor. Meanwhile, General O'Bonnell had been con- 
cealed ever since the 17th of January, sometimes in one 
house, Bometimee in another, but always caching the vigi- 
lance or rather the want of vij^anoe of the police ; in close 
oorrespondenoe with the G}«nerals Dnlce, Messina, Serrano, 
and Maniemo, aa well as with the SeSores Kits Rosas, Gin- 
oyaa, and Orlando. It appears that four months ago, the 
nomination of Doloe as director-general of the cavalry, filled 
the conspirators with hope, knowing, as they did, his charao- 
ter and opiiuon& Nor were they deceived. He aooept«d 
the post, and betrayed his trust 

D,™),prib,Google 



KBTOLT. S79 

Now tlut the oonqtoMTf hM brokm ftnik, it it stteriy 
asbmiahiiigtofiDdliowniuiywereiiitfaaseent. Srftot ■— 
hsa ^ren va tiiiB morning the wliole history of the plot, u 
coolly as if he vere relating some erente which had oconned 
in the days of Rodolph of Hapsborg. 

The first plan of the oouspintors was to cormpt the 
troops. C&Dorae, a firiend of O'Donnell's, discorered that 
in the rejpment of Estremadnra were two discontented 
lientenants. A conference was held with these men, who 
engaged themselves to gain over a certain number of the 
soldiers of that regiment, beginning with those under 
their immediate conuaand. O'Donnell was at this time oon- 
ceaied in the honse of the Marqnia of Vega Armijo, bnt 
hearing tiiat this place of retreat was suspected, he removed 
to that of Don Angel de los Bioa in the Calle de Carbon ; 
and finally to one in the Passage de la Ballesta, where he re- 
nuuned np to this memorable 28th of Jane. 

Meanwhile Vega de Armijo was bnsily engaged in en- 
deaToring to gain over the Brigadier EohagQe, colonel of the 
regiment of the Frinoipe, and to persuade him to revolt 
with all the troops under his command, as soon as the con- 
spiracy shquld be ripe. According to my informant, he did 
not succeed for some time, the brigadier ezpresdng his horror 
at the idea of dishonoring himself by so disloyal an action. 
However a private interview with General O'Donnell re- 
moved his scruples. 

While this nndetband work was going on, O'Donnell fell 
ill with a nervous attack, and some alarming symptoms 
having appeared, it was neoeasary to call in a physician, of 
eouTse one of the opposition party; and Dr. Seoane, a- med- 
ical man of some eminence, was privately sent for. The 
Ulness of O'Donnell was at that time constantly spoken of 
in Madrid ; he was regularly attended by this phyuoian for 
a whole fortni^^t. Dr. Seoane was frequently followed by 
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Um poBoe ; jet O'Domdl icauiaad undiaoorend. Ofeonw 

tlMn m but two mfwenoM to be dnwn. Either they 
were wholly inoompetuit, or thej wore bribed to keep their 
ajreeriint. 

There is, howerer, a rMoarkkble &<nlit7 for oonoeahoeat 
in the old honaee in Mkdrid. The hoose where O'Domudl 
wu hidden, in the PuMtge of Lk Balleeta, commnnioftted 
with another, the res-de-cluHus6e of which was ocoapied bj 
one Allear, r tin-nnith. This mao was in O'Bonnell'B in- 
tereets, and had the polioe entered the hoose where he was 
hidden, it wu euj for the gmeral to escape b; this prirate 
paauge into the nei^boring hoose. 

O'Donnell haring reoorered his health, and die oonspira- 
ton eoiuidering th«r pntjects ripe for exeontbn, it was re- 
solved to profit bj the first circnmstanoe which skonld afford 
an exmise for oondneting the troops ontside the walls, as a 
prontineiamento within the city was too dangerous and 
donbtfol an enterprise. The 13th of Jnne was the da; at 
first fixed upon by the conspirators for the rerolt. 

On that da;, at half-past four in the morning, the caTslry, 
with Dnloe at their head, were assembled for military exer- 
cises in tiie Gampo <U Gvardias, and Eohagiie, wifji the regi- 
ment of the Principe, occupied a poet near the gate of Alcalfi. 
At five o'clock O'Donnell left his retreat, and entered the 
oarriage of Vega de Armijo, who bad engaged to eonvej him 
in safety to the Yenia del EaplrHu Santo, about half a league 
from Madrid, where another carriage was in waiting to carry 
him to the village of GanilleJAs, where be was to wait for the 
troops. This time, however, the conspiracy was a failnre. 
Three boors of fbar and anxiety were passed by O'Donnell 
at Canillejas, in company with one officer, waiting for die 
troops, who never arrived ; anxiously watching each cloud of 
dnst, and in momentary expectation of being diaoovered and 
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UTttrted. Daloe, whose inBtouotkniB wen not to nndertmka 
hie much until he wu joined by more troops, nmuned in 
the Gampo de Gnudiu, oommanding the eTolatk«i8 of the 
cavalry, till the expected hour haviiig puaed and no soxilia- 
ries arriring, he found himself obliged to return to the bar- 
racks and diemias the troops. EohagOe, on his ude, having 
also waited in vain till half-post eight, bad no other resoDice 
but to follow the example of Dnloe. The regimokt of the 
Prineipe returned to their barracks, and the bnunees of the 
day went oa in Madrid as usnal, the government little 
imagining the immediate danger firom which they had 
escaped. 

O'Donnell, dis^pointed and alarmed, got into the car- 
riage which was waiting for him at GanillciJBS, returned to 
Madrid, and regained his hiding-place without being disoov- 
ered. That night the conspirators held a meeting in a oer- 
tun house in the Calle de Tndesoos, and it was agreed that 
they had now gone too &r to retreat, that too many persons 
were in the secret to prevent the possibility of its remaining 
undiscovered, and that as a second failure would be their 
death-blow, every thing mnst be risked to insure the saooeas 
of the next attempt. They counted apon the oavaliy, the 
regiment of the Principe, one battalion of the re^ment of 
the £Hna Oobemadora, and several of the officers of the 
re^ment <^ Estremadura. It was proposed that the signal 
for revolt should be given within the walls of Madrid on the 
23d of Jnne; but as their chief reliance lay on the cavalry, 
a force very ineffective in the streetfl of a city, this proposal 
was vetoed by the majority. We mnst hope also, that even 
those reoklesB and ambitious men were not wholly destitute of 
the eommOB feelings of humanity, and that they felt some 
reluctance at the idea of rendering Madrid a theatre of oar* 
nage and bloodshed. 
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DftjB paned on, and vuioiu meuoKS irere taken 1^ tli9 
gOTvnuMBt, dindTsntageona to tba pUna of the eon^iira.- 
tora. Ordera irsra ^ren tiai tbe remaming battalion of &e 
reg^ent of the Frinoipe was to maroh on the 28th to Toire- 
lagsna ; the other had already been sent to gamBon Toledo 
aod Oindad BeaL One regiment of oafaiiy also had ro- 
eflJTod orders to set off for AloaU. In wder to profit bj 
the departare of the battalion of the Frinoipe, the conspira- 
ton were of opinion that the revolt shonld be fixed for the 
morning of the 28th. Meanwhile one battalion of the r^- 
nent <d the Bnna €hl>emadora had preceded the queen to 
La Oranja, to awut her arrival there ; the other, with their 
oommander Seilor Cuadroe, was in the barracks of San Mateo, 
in the tatj, and npon them the conspirators counted, althoogh, 
as it afterwards appeared, this raiment remuned fiuthiiil to 
the goTemment. 

About one in the morning of the 28th, Quesada, tlte 
military goremor, began to conceive some aoapicions of what 
was going on, and the conqtirators had a moment of alarm, 
iriiich almost indnoed them to abandon their enterprise. But 
it was too late. Too many were now compromised. It was 
evident that the snspiouHiB of the govenunent would speedily 
be aroused ; and the enterprise must be carried forward at 
any risk. 

A. new kind of saddle had been made tor the cavalry, and 
Ihiloe, under pretence of trying it, asked and obtained the 
pemiisri<»iof the nunister of war to review the troops outside 
the walls. That very morning, at daybreak, Dolce passed 
the house of General Blaser, and seeing him on the balcony, 
called out : " Good morning, General : will you not accom- 
pany UB f " "I would gladly," said Blaser, " but it is im- 
possible; I have too much buuness on hand." "Well, 
Adioa," said Dolce, " Sasta luagol " 
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At time in the nmniii^ thii hgat «Aeer led the 
VKnirj towB^dfl the C&mpo de Guardiaa. At the mme time 
the bkttalirai of the Prinoipe went out with Eohagiie »t tbnr 
beid. Abont an hour after, O'Donnell left Madrid hj the 
gate (J Bilbao, in the carriage of Yegi de Armijo, who htm- 
■elf acted as ooftduuan, aod drore to the Ghnrob of Cham- 
bery, where he deposited his ^iwAmif freight in another 
coach whidi awuted him there. 

Already the oaraliy were aasembled in tiie (hmpo de 
OvardiaSf togetber with the battalion of the Prinoipe, await- 
ing the arrival of the M^pment of the Beina Gobemadora , 
until, finding that it did not appear, the ofCioen ordered the 
troops to march towards Ganillejas, where they airived about 
half-past five, followed by the carriage oontuning O'Dounell. 
Here they reoeiTed orders to halt; and their loyal ehie^ 
aooompanied by the Qenerals Bos de Olano and Messina, 
informed the troops that they had rerolted, and preeented to 
them General 0'D<mnell, in a dtiien'a dress, as their, oonh 
mander-in-chief 

What the conduct of officers should be in a sitnation of 
tliis nature, there can be no doubt of; but the soldiers find 
themselves in a terrible predicament. Accnstomed to obey 
their superiors blindly, nnaoqmunted with polities, and not 
koowing on which side their duty lies, their position is worthy 
of pity. These constant military revolutions mnst neeessarily 
destroy the prindplc of honor at its very root; and the men, 
aware that they will be punished or rewarded according to 
the party which has the upper hand, decide for that which 
appears the strongest 

One officer alone, the Coimt de la Cimera, colonel of tiie 
regiment of Santiago, refnaed to follow the rebels, and was 
permitted to retire wHh his son, an officer in the same n^- 
ment. Another disappointment, besides that ocoadoned by 
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tbe lojkltj of tbe nf^mmt of la Bra» 6flbeniMlo», awmited 
tba rebel ohieb. The re^meDt of Estremftdtm, tm whose 
uauUnoe tbej bad nxmtod, also renuuned fiutfaM to tbe 
gorenunMit. At four that eame morning, an attempt had 
been made by Mme of the offioera to leave the cit; secretly 
irith tbnr raspeetive companies. This was prOTonted bj the 
braTery and finnaessjif Captun Fernandei, who oommanded 
the Ouardia tie Prevtneion (Police Clnard), and positiTely 
refoaed to allow the troope to pasB the gates, until he had 
reeeived an order to that effect Perei, a lieutenant ia the 
raiment, diaoharged a pistol at Fernaodet, and woonded him 
in the head ; bat finding that he still kept his post, savagely 
stenok him with the bntt-end of the pbtol, until he foil, 
bathed in blood. 

Then a tomolt arose, Peres and one Segoi, and olJien, 
endeavoring to open the gates ; the soldiers of the gnud 
making desperate efforts to keep them closed. In the midst 
of the oonfosion, the soldiers re^i«ng to obey the orders of 
their snperiors, retamed to Madrid in haste and confiision, 
and presented themselves at their quarters. The Lieatenauta 
Perei and S^ni made their escape, and contrived to join the 
rebel forces. Various officers were pat under arrest ; amongst 
others, Oaptain Hontero, who, with one of the companies, 
had elnded the vi^lanoe of the guard, and passed the gates, 
having retnmed to discover the canse of the delay of his 
companions, was disarmed and arrested by orders of his 
oolcttiel. 

" Treachery, thy name is Dulce I " said M , throwing 

himself into an arm-chair in the chancelleiie. " O'Doonell 
was opposed to the government. He had disobeyed orders — 
had set the example of a breach of military discipline. He 
and the Conchas are desperate. Nothing bat a revolation 
can bring them into power, or restore their forfeited honom 
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It is trae thftt, hy this rerolt, they more Ukui jwitity the 
aeverity of the goTOTnment, bat at least they were not, like 
Ihilce, in its oonfidflDoe, infarneted with its secret meararea, 
holding a high and respoiuible ntnation under Ibem. 
Neither friends nor foes can excuse his condnet, fn even his 
own partj, wliile making use of him, must despise him." 

Of course all sorts of rumors, trne and lalse, are in oir- 
colation. The absenoe of the qneen and two of her ministers 
at this juncture, makes the podtion very criticaL A t«l». 
graphio message has been sent to the Esooria], reqnesting 
their immediate retnm, bnt their retom in safety is donbted. 
It is reported that the carahy, headed by Dnlce and O'Don- 
nell, have gone towards Aloali de Henares, in hopes of rais- 
ing two more regiments of cavalry, destined to march upon 
the GsGorial, where the rebel chieb hope to force the qneen 
to sign whatever they please to impose. But it is more 
generally beliered that their forces are not sufficient to per- 
mit them to take so desperate a step. It is said that the 
rebels Itave cut the wires of the telegraphs, so that the queen 
may not be aware of her danger. 

The city has remained wonderfully quiet until now, bnt 
the people look sad and uneasy, and the Pnerta del Sol 
and the Calle de AlcaU begin to be crowded in ezpeotation 
of the return of tke queen. It is Bald that tbe agents of 
O'Doonell are trying to ruse the people. Towards evening 
the Calle de Alcali presented a strange aspect. Expectation 
and anxiety were punted on every countenance. Hany fully 
believe the report that O'Donnell would attack Madrid that 
night. Soldiers are posted at the gates, round the palace, 
and at &e comers of the streets. One rumor is, that the 
president of the council and the minister of the navy have 
been attacked and shot on their way from the Escjrial. We 
have been at Count Q 'a, who lives in the Calle de At 
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•faDtUt oonm. He luid joit ntmied from th* Calle del 
Baiqaillo, wb«n ho had go«e to offer lik bonae to the fiunily 
at tbo luiuater of otato in oase of uy danger, and had jannni 
wp tbeie with great diSeoUj. The oaptain-gcuenl, Lais, 
has dedared Ibidrid m a atato of BL^et 



Laat nii^t, about elerm o'clook, when anxiety was at ita 
highest, all the beUii of the city pealed forth in eonoeft At 
tbe same time, the WNud of wheels and the tranq) of horses, 
and load shonte of "Vira la Beynat" misg^ with tlie 
music of the Bojal Hareh, broke in upon t^e Inguhrious 
■ilenoe in which Madrid had been sunk for a few hours. 
The queen had passed the gates in safety. The entrance 
was very fine — twelve or tliirteen coaehes, and a splendid 
troop, the balconies crowded with ladies. The nunietere had 
gime to the gates to meet her majesty, and a eomtcU was 
held in the palace that night The Marquis ■ — ■ told 

Coont A this morning, that the qneen had retomed, 

"oorered with dost, and fall of courage." The jonmey had 
neoeesarily been slow, on account of the escort which aooom- 
panied the royal party the whole way without chan^g horses. 
The ministers, he says, tendered their resignation, which the 
queen positively refused to aoc^, saying that, at the present 
jnnotore, it would be regarded as a proof of weakness. 

The following royal decree has issued from the war de- 
partment, where the oonnoil of ministers is held at preseok 

" The nnheard-of disbyalty of Qeneral Dnloe,- who, -un- 
gratefolly abasing not only his aathoiity, bat the coiddmce 
which we had deigned to place in him, has oaoaed the revolt 
of a part of the troops whose direction had been confided to 
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Ima, mat be tnatod widi all tite rigor of the law. Weiikre 
tbfli^bre reeolTed to deprive Qener&l Dnloe fma tlui time 
of all Ilia offioea, hoiuHS and croeaea, amd to blot out bia oama 
&oni the list of offioera, reaerring his fataie judgment for a 
CoonoU of Wu. 

Giren in the palaoe this 28th of Jane, 1851. 
Signed bj the rOyal h&nd. 

A Beoond decree declares the Peninnda in a state of uege, 
establishes nulitary commUsions in all the provinces, aad 
tak^ measures for pnnishing all persons found guilty of oon- 
^iring BgaifiBt public order. 

An address to the people of Madrid is published by Gtu- 
eral Lara, the military governor, expresdng the horror vhieh 
should be felt by all loyal subjects at the conspiracy of Qen- 
eral Dnlce; — and the perfect oonfldenee r^KWed by her 
majesty in the loyalty t^her people and in the fidelity <^lier 
troops, &c. 

There is also a proclamation from the same source de- 
elaring that a permanent Council of War is established in 
the Casa de Gorreos (general postK>ffice) now occupied by the 
Ministerio de la Oobemaeion, for the trial of all who direct- 
ly or indirectly shall conspire against public order; for- 
bidding the reunion of more than three persons at a time in 
the pnblie streets, prohibiting the nse of arms, without ex- 
ception of persouB, and the eircnlation of all printed papen 
tending to propagate alarming reports. 

Another decree deprireH the revolted generals of their 
rank, crosses and honors. Gener^ Blaser Ib himself to head 
the troops that are going out against the rebels- who are sup- 
posed to be encamped in the neighborhood of Madrid, near 
die village of VicAlvaro. 

Last evening, the queen reviewed the troops in the Frado. 
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in tbe iiM»iuiig « {voeUnution hkd been iareed, sddnMed 
to the M1117, to die effect tiikt her majertj, offended in ha 
penon end dignity bj tke levoll of oertMn diElojal indiridn- 
els, wonld plftoe hermlf and her throne nnder the protection 
of her futhfol and valiant soldiers. 

The qaeen urired in an open earriage, aoeompanied by 
the long and princess, and e»cort«d by her gnardB ; General 
Blaser riding by the door of her carriage. The Prado was 
orovded — a fine si^t, bat a melancholy one under the oir- 
oonutances. The qneen looked sad, and her eyes were swolr 
len as if from tears. She gave crosees to some of tiie men— 
nused one to the rank of an officer, ud after the review, Yieat 
to the barracks, and tasted their sapper — wished to send 
them a magnifioent supper from the palace, bnt was advised to 
Mnd them money instead — to which advice she yielded. 

It is said on good authority, that Colonel Nnlana del 
BoMh was Bent in the name of the government to treat widi 
the rebel generals ; offering them, on the part of the qaeen, 
pardon and the restoration of their rank on condition of their 
retarning to Madrid, and delivering np General Dolce, to be 
tried by a Conncil of War. Ab may be sapposed, these offers 
were not accepted. O'Donnell and his party have gone too 
ftr to recede ; and wonld consider any thing preferable to the 
hmniliation of throwing themselves on the clemency of those 
whom they have injured. It is also affirmed that Nolans 
finding his embassy unsnooessfid, dined with the officers, and 
offered them his servioes I 

A document was then drawn up by the revolted generals, 
addressed to the queen, setting forth the oanses which had 
induced them to take up arms, and their resolution not to 
lay them down, nntil the present ministry was dismiased, and 
the government had " satisfied the exigencies of public opin- 
ion, and confirmed to the prinoiples of liberty, morality and 
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juBtiM ; " hi|^-«mikliiig words hj vbidi the mUiom of all 
rerolatioBa «td«aTor to jiutify their rebellion against tawfiil 
uitboritf. Thii doooment ms intnuted to Nnlana del 
BoKdL 

Meanwhile mmors are indoBtrioiuIj apread abroad, tliat 
the troops of the gOTemmoit, especially a large part of the arUl- 
lerj, will only keep up the appearances of a oomhat, when led 
agMnat the rebels, and that the cavalij will immediately join 
tiieir oompanioni. These minora are said to be firmly be- 
liered by the rerolted generals, and are cironlaied by thmn 
amongst their soldiers. 



Beports follow reports, bnt little relianoe can be placed 
on any thing titat is rumored at present. This morning the 
rebel ,troopa were said to be adTanaing on the city. It was 
a melancholy nght to see the regiments go off with their gen- 
erals, Blaser, Lara, and Vista-Hermosa; the infantry (followed 
to the gates by their wives and children) ; the fine cavalry 
regiment of YiUaTiciosa, the civil gnard, and variotis pieces 
of artillery. Nothing is more dieheartening than the aspect 
of a civil war. Meanwhile a report is spread that Yalladolid 
Saragossa, Yiotoria and Burgos have revolted, bnt this is no 
donbt an invention of the opposition party. O'Donnell has 
issned a proclamation " in the name of the qneen," dispens- 
ing all who shall join him, from two years' service. 

The streets are crowded, though quite orderly. All bnsi< 
neaa is snspended; people go about asking questions which no 
one can answer. Abont eight o'clock tiiis evening we heard 
the beat of drums, the tramp of cavalry, and the sonn^ of 
milita^ mnsio. There was a universal boss of voices, 
" The qaeen's troops have been driven back by the rebels I " 
If that be so, then at least the report of theur living deserted 



.M>,Google 



990 Tta AVTAOBi in lUDEm. 

to dM comb; 11 fitlM. Then — " Then hu been immwww 
bloodihed, but the remit on both aides remuns doDbt&L" 
PinaUy — ^>< The qneen'a troope h&re gftioed « oomplete rie- 
torj." 

Prom the OMup at Tic&lTaro, Ibe following was reoeaved 
from Genernl Bluer. " The garriaon of Afadrid is a model 
of bnrery uid enthnsium. It has destroyed the revolted 
oarftlry; both in&ntiy and artiller; reoeinng a cloee fire 
from tbem, and from tbe re^ment ct TillaTiciosa. Tbe 
oamp iB full of dead bodies, vonnded men and horaea ; many 
prisoDerB are taken — amongst otiiera Colonel Garrigo, who 
oommanded the Famstio reg^ent of cavalry. The troops 
hare sot ceased to ory ' Tlva la Beyiia ! ' The rebels are 
diaperung. I have no time for more." 

Net only was the news of their desertion false, bat 
they fought like lions, as indeed did the poor soldiers on tbe 
other ude, casting diemBelvea into the very month of the 
cannon, in their endeavors to take at least one of these for- 
midable engines. They fell like ehe^ in every direction. 

The queen and her ministers had passed an anxions day 
in the palace ; when the nevs of the victory arrived, she 
ordered her carriage, and insisted upon going out to meet 
and thank the troops. Jnst as she was stepping into it, an 
aide-de-camp rode into the court fall gallop, with the news 
that her troops had been intercepted by the rebels ; and the 
poor qneen sadly ratraced her steps up the great sturoase. 
But soon after arrived Qeneral Blaser, and expluned the 
mistake which had oocnrred in tbe darkness, by whicji her 
troops had turned npon one of their own regiments, tiii«t»kmg 
tbejn for tbe insurgents, and had wounded several of the poor 
fellows. The news of the revolt in the provinces is also 
fiklae, so &r at least ; aaaurauoes of fidelity having been re- 
eeived from every quarter, and especially from tiie cities 
•apposed to have revolted. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

7^ BebAdiiRtaitaiid~FatteBipOTU — TitJ)^itmiaticG>r]uaiiiffrtaidale&6 
Quetn—''Juitbx, Ubtrlg, and MoraSts" « At SeMCmiv—Rttnal of tit 
ItmrgaOt—Vitit to Oe B^Os-md—A murancei ofLosaltg—TAe IniargHiU 
de^xnM — CUdmI Garrigo farinud—LeOen from ha Fmmb/^EiKrffg (^ 
SiJammca — Dimier Air^ — AitilKiif DuBaabm — Beamm Upnariaa — 
Oaur atdlhe /«ttis«to— ftiMic Warit—Finia^Tlu Duie ^ BaOm. 

' Julj 1. 
T&2 rebels Iiave abimdoDed Alcali de Heuares, uid all the 
points which ikvf occupied jesterday in the nei^lMrhood of 
the city. To-day they are said to hare cut the telegnidi 
and deatroyed large portions of the railroad leading to 
Aranjaez. They have halted at Yaldemoro, abont tliree 
leagoee from Madrid, and are said to he living in a state of 
constant alarm ; sereral officers have deserted the ranks, and 
have returned to Madrid, and amongst others the cashier of 
the regiment of Santiago, with all the fouds under his 
charge. Dolce and O'Donnell are said to he greatly dis- 
pirited, having calcnlated npon the desertion of the garrison 
irom Madrid. 

Meanwhile, the city remiuaa perfiectly quiet, bnt the 
Oafi Suiio has presented the appearance of a nest of hornets 
ever since the 28tL Abont two in the morning, the regi- 
ment of Maria Cristina, tramping hurriedly throngh the 
streets, excited a fresh alarm. A report had been spread 
that the insorgents were to attack Madrid that night. 
The queen and her miniaterB passed the night in a 
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■Uto of aonet; OMwd hj these nmon. The qneen is Bud 
to be oat of ipuita, end tormented by &lse reports, parpoaely 
^reed to frighten and excite the people. No enemy has ^k 
peved, and die troops, fmtigoed from h&Ting bees under unu 
all night, hare returned to their quarters. 

The intrigues in the palace are in fnll force. Some Bar- 
round the qneen, entreating her to diamiflB her ministers ; 
others endeavor to frighten her by fidse reports. The dip- 
lomatio oorps went to congratnlate her on the sneeeasAil re- 
■olt of the a&ir at Vic&lTaFO. She reeeived them in her 
dresung-gowD, which I heard criticised, bat no Spanish Toman 
ever thinks of her toilette when she is agitated. The heat 
has been excesave. This evening a tremendons thnndw- 
Btoim cleared the atmosphere. The troops are encamped at 
Araiqnes, their diie& said to be greatly dispirited. If all 

flul, they will probably retreat to PortngaL H does 

not believe in the fidelity of the pravinoea, and thinks the 
conspiracy very widely extended. O'Donnell has taken vp 
his qnarters in the honse of Salamanca at Aranjnes, and is 
making free with his champagne. His tnx^ are said to be 
very mnch disconraged. He gives them extra pay and plenty 
of wine to keep np their spirits. Salamanca takes Ais 
ravaging of his eellars very coolly. Several reg^ents en- 
tered the city yesterday — an agreeable sight, as we have 
now some force in Madrid. 

A letter received by the miniBter of the treasury from 
tiie Director (General de Sentat eatancadaa (of monopojiied 
goods) in Aranjoes, g^ves some canons details of the ideas 
of "jnstioe, liberty, and morality," which prevail in O'Bon- 
nell'fl camp. The insnrgents snrronnded the office, and 
forced the director to deliver up all the fnnds in his po sses - 
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RM. Sbortl; after, he vu ordered to ^peu befinre O'Don* 
D^ utd hj him Mtit to oae Don Leon Medma who holds 
tbe office of intendaut to the forces, who informed him 
that mine none; was necessary. Upon his assnraDces th^t 
he had no more in his power, the etianqueroa (those who 
rettul the gOTemmeut tobscoo) were sent for, and forced by 
threats and violence to deliver up the aam of two thonsand 
reals, the imposta of the tobacco, which he was obliged to ^ve 
them. O'Donnell then proceeded to order that all the tobacoo 
should be given up for the use of his soldiers, who having 
already brought a large sapply from Alcalfi, obtained money 
by selling it at their own prices to the peasants of Aranjnei. 

On the 4th, according to the letter of the unfortunate 
fimctionary, the cavalry with their four generals, evacuated 
tike premises by the break of day, leaving the infantry to 
block up the roads, and to prevent any one from leaving 
Aranjoes. The letter is accompanied by a note of the money 
and efecto of which the office has been pillaged. 

A committee of yoong men are meanwhile left in Ma- 
drid, whose object is to excite the pottle, and keep up a con- 
stant ag^tati(m in the public mind. Their names are C6n- 
ovas, Taeara, Vega de Armijo and Eios, while one Ortiz de 
Ptvedo is charged with performing the duties of a courier be- 
tween the rebel camp and these agents. 



The insurgents are retreating towards Andalusia. Blaser 
goes out to-morrow at the head of a large force to pursue 
them. The re|^ent of the Set/tta Oobermidora went out 
this morning— tlie men in good epirite. Several rewards 
have been ^ven to those who distingoisbed themselves at 
VicSlvaro ; the grand cross of Charles IIL to General Cam- 
pusano ; that of Tsabel the Catholic to Field-marahal Que* 
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nda; to 0«immI Lan, tbt grand otom at the mOiteij 
order of San FenundoL Thnftmnt ftfTiirta Frrmirrri iiriMmf 
to the rank of li«nt«i»nt>geiMnL Huij qnestion ths pra- 
denoe of reirarding tneii for aimply AcAog tbeir dn^. 

M proposed that we shonld ride oat this monun|^ 

and Tint the field of battle, which is but m few leagues ftom 
Madrid. Though most of the spoils hare been oleaied 
awajr, and the dead bodies remored, we still fbimd many 
traeea of a bloody sffny. There were dead horses not jei 
carried away, saddles broken and blackened, pieces of clothing 
and soldiers' caps matted with blood. Fifty^eight wonnded 
men have been carried to the military hospital, the greater part 
belonging to the rebels, none of whom are reiy dangerously 

wonnded. As H is an old acquuntance of Colonel 

Garrigo's, he requested admission into the hospital to pay him 
a Tint. We found him in a hall destined for the offioers, 
guarded by a sentinel, and Borroanded by every comfort His 
wonnd is very slight, bnt his one eye gives him rather a sinis* 
ter appearance. Beside him was Don Fernando Prerraro, 
another officer of tiie same re^ment of Famesio. He and 
Oarrigo were freely allowed to receire the visits of their friends 
and companions in arms. 

Several of the newspapers in giving an acconnt of the 
aotion at Viodlvaro, are liberal enough to do fbll jostice to 
the bravery of the revolted troops. " All agree," says the 
EgpaHa, "that it was difficult to know which to admire 
most — the headlong courage of the enemy's cavalry, or the 
serenity and steadiness of our own cavalry and Infontry." 

The fate of Garrigo, who will inevitably and, «c«ord- 
iog to military law, deservedly, be condemned to suffsr death 
as a traitor, excites great sympathy amongst the queen's 
troops. Much interest will be made to save him, and Ae 
queen is always ready to pardon. It will be natural that 
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Qtnenl BIas«r, lAo most feel deeply irriteted at finding 
lunuelf deceived on ill bands, abonld be opposed to any 
sot of leni^ towards this officer \ bnt few c^tal punishments 
■will take place in the reign of Doiia Tsabel Segonda, so long 
»e she really goyerns. 

Letters have airired for the goremment from all the 
osptain-generals of the Tarioas military distriots throoghoat 
Spain, protesting the indignation which the disloyalty of tbe 
TOTolted generals and troops has prodooed in all the forces 
nnder their coaunand, and their enthnsiastic desire to assist 
in the defence of the throne and of pnblio order, whererer 
and by whomsoever they may be threatened. The oivil gov- 
emors daily send sssnrauces of the " unalterable tranqnilUty " 
wbioh reigns in erery city thron^ont the provinces, and ex- 
press their indignant surprise at the treachery and ingrati- 
tude of the conspirators, and the deep sentiment of irritation 
which imiTersally exists against the disturbers of the public 
peace. These letters are pablished, and signed by Uie dif- 
ferent governors. Yet the knowing ones amongst the oppo- 
ution party sneer at what they term the blind confidence of 
the government. But if all this is a mass of treachery, in 
whom can they confide ? If all the governors, civil and mili- 
tary, are so many Dvlces, then honor io Spain has become a 
name — loyal^ a mere pretence. 

One does not require to be possessed of the wisdom of 
Solomon, to observe that the result of the action at Vioalvaro 
has disappointed several of the grandees. In their blind 
hatred of San-Lois, they rejoiced at the prospect of a revolu- 
tion, which they &ucied must at least produce a change of 
ministry, forgetting that, like Samsou whou hurling on hia 
Kiemies the gates of Gaza, they are liable to be crashed 
themselves along with their foes. 

Blaser went out on the 7th. In the opinion of many, 
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he AmiH bm ga>e aoeaer, utd ioDoirecl 17 tbs defeat a4 
TiefclTSM. This deUj hat giren the inanrgoita tine to re- 
oorer from the ritoek, aiid theu- ohieb time to ooBbiite iiiriri 
sew pUns. Maaj deaertioni Mmtiiiiie to take plaee frona 
their raoka. 

The fiunilj' of Colonel QarrigohaahadanatidienoeoftlM 
queen. She and the; wept blether. She b reac^Ted to jar- 
doD him, at least the ei^ital piuushment. Wise or othmriae 
on her part, diis exertnae of oompamion cornea with good 
grace fr<nii an offended aorereign and a woman. 

The Canoo is now the foona of political discnwawia. 
Both there, and at the Caf6 SnisM, the most important qoes- 
tions are argned freelj and pnblioly. I have seen groitpB of 
nun openl; sneering at what thej call the infatnation and 
blindness of the goremment, first in haring trusted the pro- 
fiMnons of Duloe, and next in heliering die assertions cf the 
governors of the provinoea. It is now generally known that 
the diaoontented officers have been working Eealooaly and mt- 
derluuidedly for the last six months at least, to bring about 
a revolntios— and that tlM military insurrection in Saragoss» 
was promptly put down, merely from the want of chiefa to 
bead it Now theae are not wanting. 

Meanwhile, however, the rituation of the iDsurgents is des- 
perate, unless they strike some unexpected coup d» main. 
Oeneral Serrano has joined them with aiz servants instead 
of the magnificent force upon which he counted. Some wise 
headi are of opinion that in this poution, they will ooaleace with 
the pTogrttitiat, and call in Espartero to Uieir aid. But this 
will be a step repleto with mortification to the O'Donoell party. 

This state of things is sad to contemplato. The love of 
change has grown into a mania, fiven if tranquillity ensues, 
it will probably be of short duntioa. O'Donnell has pub- 
lished « manifesto, which shows that he is reduced to adopt 
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ezbeme meunres. He deoreea m Souvarain tluit the 
natknial gnud sbsll be restored. This measore, enljrelj at 
Tariance with hia political principles, is calculated to render 
him extreinel; popular vith the masees. The diligences 
now travel through Spain without passengera PartieB of 
robbers make all travelling unsafe. 

The queen has signed the pardon of Colonel Garrigo. A 
letter from his wife and fiunily is published in the Herald,- 
expressiiig their gratitude to her majesty and to those who 
have B}TDpathized with him in his troubles. The first is to 
the editor of the Herald : 

" We but ftdfil a sacred and agreeable duty in sending you 
a copy of the letter in which we return tbaoks to her majesty 
for the act of clemency by which she has dried the tears of 
a disconsolate &mily ; and we should disobey the warmest 
impulse of our grateful bearts were we not to profit by this 
occasion to manifest our deep gratitude towards the gorem* 
ment, which hsa comprehended and carried into effect the 
magnanimous seatimeotB of her majesty \ — towards the 
corps and individuals of the army who have made so many 
efforts in favor of an unfortunate officer ; — and towards those 
of all classes who have shown him such lively sympathy, and 
such instinctive hope that his blood would not be shed ; — and 
in the impossibility of manifesting these feelings to each in- 
dividual separately, as we should wish to do, ve hasten to 
employ this means of doing so to alL 

Yonr obedient servants L. 8. 3f. B. 

Fkancisca Moitiebo de Oarbkk), 
DoLOKBS Garriqo dk Cafablakoo, 
Enoabhacion GAB.aioo, 
Antonio Q-abbioo, 
Joaquin Uahia Q-abbiqo, 
Raphael Oafablanoo. 
18' 
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Tbe letter to the qoeen ia aa fbllom : 
"Hulam: 

" The nDdertigned would be waoting in the Baored dntj 
impoMd upon h«r by the magnuumity with which yonr 
M»j«st7 reoflived her petitions in &Tor of her hnsband, Don 
Antonio MmU Garrigo, were she not to hasten to manifest 
to joor Majesty her deep and eternal gratitude for jour 
Majesty's goodness. 

" Your Majesty, by as act of innate and nneqasUed clein- 
enoy, has calmed the grief of a desolate &nily, has dried ap 
their tears, and has averted from them an incalculable tiesne 
of misfortunes. One word pronounced by yonr Mftjesty hfti 
raised them to joy, in the very midst of their grief and 
despair. 

" Nor is this all, madam, that they owe to your Majestjr. 
Etcii before this was done, they saw tears flow from your 
M^esty's eyes, caused by participation in their grief Toar 
Majesty then lavished upon an unfortunate fiimily the most 
tender and touching consolations, and made them conceiva 
the grateful hope that their misfortune might not be consnin- 
nutted i and the value of such kindness, madam, the deep 
impresdon whioh it leaves in the hearts of those capable of 
appre<nating it, can only be conceived by tme who, like she who 
addresses yonr M^esty, has obtained snob signal favors. 

" She and her children will never forget them. Her life 
is your Majesty's ; and as long as they exist, they will rejoice 
to publish to the world all that they owe to your Majes^, 
and their own unbounded gratitude. Qod grant, madam, 
that their prayers may obtun from the Almighty, that H« 
may pour forth upon your Majesty all the bles^gs which 
such magnanimity and clemency deserve. 

" At the royal feet of your Majesty, 

"Fbahcbsca Mortkbo de Quiuoa" 
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Wluterer miefbrtnnM nuj befoll die qneon in theae tur- 
bulent citya — whaterer cslnnuues umj be prop&g&ted &g>uurt 
her — whatever fanlte even ebe may be led to ooinmit— the 
remembrance of these acta of clemency will always throw a 
gentle raiiianoe round her name, tmd will be like a healing 
balm to her own mind, — like a ray of li^t on whieh to tnm 
her eyes, in the darkest hoar that may yet overtake her. 

JnoelOth. 

And now once more Madrid is as quiet as if nothing had 
occntred — aB if Ihilce and O'Bonnell had gone on a hunting- 
party, followed by Blaser with the intention of joining in 
the chase. No sooner had O'Poimell and bis disorderly 
troops abandoned Araujoez, than Salamanoa, with that won- 
derful promptitude and energy which make him so remark- 
able, instantly began to have the railroad repaired, which the 
rebel forces had destjx>yed, and the telegraph renewed; and 
«nch was the celerity with which he proceeded, that althongh 
whole kUomitrea of the railroad had been dragged off, and 
the telegraph cat in twenty places, by the 6tb every thing 
was in order — the qneen's troops went by railway to Yelas- 
qnilla, and the telegraph is in nse as before. 
' Two solemn fwicioties have been held at the church of 
Atocha, by orders and at the expense of the qneen — the one 
ibr the repose of the souls of those who fell at Yionlvaro ; 
the other for the peace and tranqniHity of the kingdom, and 
for the core of the wounded. 

Dined yesterday at S 's. ■ This time the conversation 

was pnrely political Bisque and vol-aux-vents went down 
migratefol tiiroats — hock and bnrgimdy only sliarpened the 
tongues of the diinkers. As nsnal, the guests were of every 
political ixier, consequently there were many discordant notea 
in the general harmony. Of course, the late revolt, its 
causes, its probable -resiJt, formed the theme — ^mingled with 
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vititMU w eniogiains of the Mtoal «<) in inirtrKtitm, >ooord- 
iig to the apeftker. Saring dinner, and while the aerruLts 
vere present, there wm onlj « ali^t etirmiahiBg between the 

oppoftonte ; bnt no sooner wu the oout oleftr tbui R , » 

petaenftl friend of BeOor CoUuitea, etruok the w«-«^«l by 
qnkli^ing the late insarrection u tho abortire effort of hslf 
a doiat disoontented and ambitions men. Mnrmure of dis- 
approbation from Bome-'-of cordial assent firom others. Onr 
host smiled innocently, and lighted a cigar. " I repeat it," 

etid R , " the criminal ambition of half a doren generals, 

uded bj the snggeatioiis of a few political men, more crim- 
inal if possible than tUey, has alone oansed that revolt, whidi 
is another stain upon our historj. We all foresaw it — the 
government were perfectly aware of the names of those who 
were oonspiring against order and agunst the throne." 
" And took no measorea to prevent the revolt f " aud one. 
" The conspiracy was too widely extended. They could not 
make their ministry a reign of terror." "Bnt why employ 
Dnlce F Why give him so golden an opportunify ? It was 
putting a sack of money in the way of a robber." "To 
their honor be it spoken, they would not believe that a 
Spanish officer eonld be so black a traitor." "Bnt why do 
tiiey not redgnf " "Because this is not the moment— uid 
also beoaueo their names are a mere pretext. It is absurd to 
suppose that this conspiracy is directed against the ministry. 
These men fly at higher game. Is it with this ministry that 
the system of opposition began? Ae dan-Luis said with 
truth when he addressed the Senate : You have only to go 
back t« the ministry of Narvaez, and you will see the same 
game played, and Ute same opposition on the part <tf those 
who are now in rebellion. It is true, their ambition was 
then only in its bud; bnt the same tendencies may be seen 
under the last ministry of tho Buke of Valencia as those 
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irtiMi b»T6 led to this militarj revolt. Daring Unt eabinet, 
ve idl beard the bum deckinatioD M now nptm " ill^klity, 
TJoloBoe, utd immortlity." Tben came the oabinet of Bnvo 
Harillo, and for a little while the oppoation seemed qnioted, 
and their membere aooept«d hi^ militarjr postA Bat when 
tbeir Mrriees were diapeneed with, the of^oation aroae with 
greater force than ever. The laws, the throne, the conititn- 
tioB, moralitj/, tbeir fin'orite watchword, all woe in danger, 
and as usual, they alone were the diampions of thcee sacred 
objects, and this solely beoanse tbeir self-love was wounded. 
Next comes the Aleoj cabinet, endeaToring to condliate all 
the disoordant elements of the Moderado party, and to pre 
ttiem all a share in the pnblio administration. The oonstita- 
tion was reformed in a liberal sense, and perfect liberty of 
the press decreed. Did the opposition of these veiy generals 
cease? On the contrary, they declared war to the knife 
sgMnst the ministers, who in self-defence then treated them 
as enemies. Then came fresh declamationa, fresh aconsa- 
tionB, and the most innocent acts of the cabinet were loaded 
with opprobrium. The Alcoy cabmet ceases to exist, and 
we have the Lersundi ministry. They desire the union of 
the Hoderado party ; they endeavor by moderation, clemen- 
cy, and concessions, to extinguish the fires of discord. What 
ia the result f These ooncesnons are supposed to proceed 
from weakness, and the oppontiraiista endeavor to embitter 
the lives of the ministry, in return fbr their good intentionB. 
Their &vorite plan is to trammel the march of the cabinets, 
as may be seen in the absurd accusations rused against them, 
after the decision on Ute subject of railroads. 

" At last comes the San-Luia cabinet, and here the sys- 
tem of conciliation is carried to its folleet extent. The 
nftmberB of the opposition are favored with the confidence 
6t the government— the Oortes is convoked— usefol reft^ms 
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•n p > opo«»d — tiun is tol«nnM for all o^mmH, rtmpoet Sx 
kgitiawl* ambition, — aU antiott are made nscAiL A period 
•trietlj eonatitatiooal ii inaugnrKted, and the ^nrit oi re- 
torm is visible in erery act of the eabioeL The govenuBCDt* 
flattered themaelrea that the; had diaanned their opponentB; 
that in (dtOTA they wonld be met by a rational, [Hiidant op- 
position in the name of prinoiple. And what has beai the 
result? The opposition became more fdrions than ever. 
Their benefits were reoeired with ingratitade. To tfie idea 
of oonoiliation their opponents answered with a cry of war. 
Nothing was heard bat pasuon, and an unmasked resolntion 
to dispnte the authority of the goTemment, and to obtun 
the power for themselTes. Their ambition, grown deq>erate, 
bnrst all bounds, and ooold no longer oontun its bittemeas ; 
until gradually it has broken forth into open rebellion, a 
oanss of scandal to the whole aivilised world, by the total 
sabrernon of every principle of order, diseipline, and moral- 
ity ; leaving a blot on the repatation of onr army, disturb' 
ing the peace of the country, paralysing its interests, and 
committing exactions worthy of robbers upon the people, 
forming an absurd contrast to the great words of morality 
and public wel&re for ever in their mouths. No ; depend 
upon it, the miniatry are a mere pretext. What these men 
aim at, is to humble the throne ; it is against the throne tiai 
these oonipiraoies are directed. 

" These germs of demoralisation which have now been 
sown — this breach of discipline, without which an army can- 
not exist— this vandalism, which plunders villages, and pro- 
onres contributions at the point of the bayonet ; which de- 
stroys the public works, which pillages inoffensive individnala, 
beosQse they will not make common cause with their treason; 
all these scandals, in short, which we h&ve seen within these ' 
last few dajB, — what is their true cause f Here there is no 
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Te^>Mtobl« prinmple, beeaoM prindplM of th&t nature are 
ineompatiblfl Hitb crime and disorder ; Hiere is no Belf-wcri- 
fice, or thoe would be no rebellion. The oanae is evident — 
iite miserable and oriminal ambition of h&lf a doien gen- 
erala." 

B bad talked himself out of breath, and continued 

to qieak, in spite of nomeroiu interniptions. Then he 
leaned back on bia chair, and ma presently lost in a oloud 
of smoke, from which he never agun emerged, so &r as I 
observed. 

Then arose a true Babel of tongnee ; wholesale abnse of 
the ministry, diatribes against tike Qovemor Qainto — sneers 
at bis proclamations on one hand— on the other, enloginms 
of die San-Lnis cabinet, a warm defence of all their mets- 
nies, and denanoiations against military trutors. 

" For my part," said Uia grave Conde de Q—, who had 
bewi talking apart with S— — a during all the oproar, " I 
take no part in poUtios. I care very little for the ministers 
personally, having bnt a slight aoqoaintanoe with any of 
them, thou^ I am of opinion that in point of talent they 
form a remarkable combination. But be this as it may, I 
abhoi and deprecate these military revolutions, which make 
onr race a by-vord throughout Europe, and which almost 
make me ashamed of the name of Spaniard." 

" Caramba I " said a little biliou»-&ced man, with a 
hairy oountenanoe ; " so we are to nt with our arms folded, 
and smile benignantly at all these eorruptionB, and submit to 
have the press trammelled, Harfa Cristina enriched at tlie 
expense of the country." Here a number of voices chimed 
in. " Arbitrary government, political gangrene, corrupt ad- 
ministration, fnndamental reform, liberty of the press, the 
knmit of the polaeoa," &e., were the most distingaishable 
words. There wu, in fact, such an uproar, that it was snr- 
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prinig to SM them, half an boor iftennHa, shake haada and 
depart in paaee. 

The weather ii now extrvmely waim, bnt not c^reniTe. 
The roTsl oirele, no donbt, regret ^t the; are forced to le- 
linqouh their projected rieit to La Granja, at least for the 
pceaaot. The HarqiuB Tnrgot retamed to Madrid on ao- 
eonnt of tbtae dietnrlMneee. He had gone to try the effect 
of mineral watwa tv hia lameneaa. The Fnente Castellana 
and tlie Frado are now crowded to an advanced honr of the 
ni^b Everjr thing in appearance is the same as bef<»« the 
28tk of June. For the Brst few daja anooeeding the revolt, 
there were no carriages there and no ladiea Men with 
anxtona &oea and a hurried look walked along in close cod- 
ferenee, with an ur quite unlike the usoal easy and oontent«d 
style obaerrahle in the freqaeuters of the Frado, Bnt now 
the chairs plaoed along the salon are all oooapied, and gronpa 
■it there al frgseo, till eleven or twelve o'clock at night 

Nerertheleaa, it may be imagination; bat it aeems to me 
lliat there is an uneasy and distmstfol look in people gene- 
rally. BUser has not yet oome up with the inanrgents, who 
tetreat before him. It seema that on the 4tli, O'Bonnell and 
his troop left Tembleqne, and direoted thdr conrae to Mama- 
Bares, about twenty-two leagoes from Aranjaei, from whence 
he directed his bolletin, annonnnng Mb intention of re-eatab- 
lishing the national militia. News has arrived from Gnenca, 
the ct^ital <^ the province of that name, distant twenty-nine 
leagues from Madrid, that one Buceta, at the head of a party 
of iniargeule, had entered Hke city, and taken posseseion of it 
in the name of O'Bonnell, had driven out the guard, and 
filled the inhabitants with fear and anxiety. It appears that 
the authorities were taken by surprise; totally unaware of 
the approach of this band of rebels, who oonuat, it is sud, 
(g armed peasaats from Madrid and the environs. It is sup- 
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posed thftt 0'I>(nuieU, niublfl to ledooe them to uij kind of 
militM; discipline, fau peraiitted them to do a little bnrinea 
on their own Mooimt. The principal body of the inawgenta 
are letiring towards Andalusia, followed by General Bbser. 

The democratic part; here are oridently alternating be- 
tween hope and fear. The news &om the prorinoes is eagerly 
read. Printed papers are circulated with tbe news oonatantly 
received from the gOTemors, containing assurances of the 
perfect tranqaillity which reigns every where, bat they are 
read witli distmst. Yesterday, at the Pnerta del Sol, I saw 
a young lady, who was walking down the Calle Mayor, desiie 
her attendant to bny a proclamation which one of the blind 
men was hawking about. As she stopped for a moment to 
read it, a man said to her, " SeBorita, me da IdttitTta, it 
makes me sorry to see you spoil your pretty ^es reading 
Buoh lies I " 

The great works going on at the Pnerta del Sol, which it 
is to be supposed will embellish the oity when oonolnded, 
and which in the mean time ^ve ocoiquUion to numerous 
workmen, are probably among the most unpopular measures 
of the government. The loungers have no odter place bo 
oonvenient for them to congregate in. Mason work, lime 
and dust, make it unpleasant to remain there any length of 
time in this warm season. Then the (dock is taken down, a 
great resource for the idle. Two young men were smoking 
there as I stopped yesterday to look at the works. " Qu« 
barbaridadf'" said one, " to have no clock I One never knows 
the hour. I lost the Coro de lot AlguazUes at the Ciroo 
yesterday." " Have you no watch f " said the other. 
" Toma / " said his friend. " Do you expect a man to be at 
the trouble of taking out his watch every moment ? " 
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JnljlSth. 

Newi of wnne dight troables in Talencu. IThe gover- 
nor writM : " Testerdmy ma di^wned ft p&rty of one hon- 
dred inmrgents, twentj-one of whom were taken prisoners, 
ftmongft them one of the ringleaders. I am not aw&re of the 
«zistenoe of one other rebel in the district auder m; com- 
mand." There are one or two other little afiaira of the same 
■ort, proving that the " perfect tranquillity," of which the 
gOTenuneDt sent bo many asBoianceB, hu been sligfatlj dis- 
tnrbed. It is already a remarkable fact that the example 
pven in the capital should have produced so little efiect in 
the provinoea I was present yesterday at a conrersation be- 
tween Connt A and a gentleman &om Bayonne, who aa- 

eored the oottnt that, scmie time before the San-Lius ministry 
came into power, General Concha, being then at Bayonne, 
e^ireseed his firm determination to nse all his efforts to bring 
abont a roTolution; and that on hie return from Madrid, 
when he paned through the same city fall of wrath and in- 
dignatitoi, he assaied the same gentleman that a revolntioa 
would break forth in a very short time, — a proof, if any were 
wanting, tiiat a change of ministry is a mere pretext. 

Unha]^ Spun ! thus torn to pieces by her own children. 
Here we have a Bepublican party — a Carlist party — a party 
fbr the aceeadon of Don Pedro Quinto of Portugal — a 
HontpenHer party, and a loyal party, who will defend the 
dynasty of DoJia Ysabel Segnnda. The Republican party 
is small ; and as for tLe Montpensier party, the dnko, with 
that practical good sense which he inherits from his father, 
has publicly declared that bis wife renounces for herself Mid 
het children all pretensions to the throne of Spun, under any 
circumstances. The Conchas are snpposed to favor the For- 
tngoese plan. Meanwhile the insurgents continue to retreat 
Iwfore General Blaser, levying contributions as they pass, and 
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qnartering themadTM and Qttax koraea whererer the; find it 
oonvenieDt. Ab puny hiTe deoerted and few have joined 
(hem, and as in epite of the monejr forwarded to them by 
Sevillano the rich banker, and others, their firnds are said to 
be very low — it seems probable that they will, however nn- 
williogly, throw themaelTcs into the arms of the Pragresistas, 
and obtein the coalition of Espartero. 

Jul/ lath. 

The governor of the province of Cnenca is diamissed &om 
his office. Buoeter and his party have evacnated the city. 
The minister of war has arrived at Bwlen, a city celebrated 
as being the scene of the victory gained over the French by 
the Spaniards under their celebrated general, Don Francisco 
CaatatloB, afterwards creat«d Poke of Bailen, in which the 
French lost three thousand men, and had twenty thousand 
wldiers and seven generals taken prisoners. It is pleasant 
to repose for one moment amidst aU the scenes of treachery 
now passing before oar eyes, and to reflect npon the loyalty 
and disinterestedness of this brave old general, who died 
loaded with yeara and honors bnt a few months ago, at the 
advanced age of ninety-seven, scarcely leaving snffioient fimds 
for his interment. Bnt magnificent funeral honors were 
rendered him at &e expense of the qneon, who herself 
accompanied the cortege, and hla memory lives enshrined in 
the hearts of the people, as well na in that of the sovereign. 

The old dnke was as pions as he was brave and honora- 
ble, and never &i]ed to assist daily at early mass, frequently 
takii^ upon himself the part of assistant to the priest. I am 
told that, on one occasion, when the nsnal curate was not in 
attendance, and his place was taken by a young priest to 
whom the duke was unknown, he assisted as usual, being 
then upwards of ninety. When they entered the sacristy, 
after mass, this priest, turning impatiently to the saorist&n. 
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nid, " I will thank joa not to aniploj tluB (4d man ^un te 
Mm at BUS. He b M alow, that I am perfectly oid of p«- 
tieMe wilb him." " Fatiier," aaid the Baarisfam, " this is his 
«xoallei)cif the Doke of Bailoi I " The priwt wai oon- 
hied, Htd Btammered ont some exonses. " No matter," sud 
the old duke, langhmg; " it is near aeTenty-fiTe jears nnoe 
I have been aoolded, and I raUier like it from its rarity. *' 
The old Duke of Cutro-TerreBoa, now ninety-aeTen, is the 
last remaining reteran vho is oontemporar; with Owteral 
GastaOofl. 
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JulrlSth. 

Tub Btorm has come 1 Tbe clouds that have been gather- 
ing on the political horizon have rolled together, and are 
now ponring down their phiaU of wrath on this miagiiided 
land. On the 16th news arrived from the provinces, was 
hawked about the streeta, and greedily devoured bj the mul- 
titude. Catalonia had pronounced; and at Barcelona the 
eaptain-general himself had headed the movement I In (he 
Basque provinceB, and in Arragou, the Revolution had de- 
clared itself. The eavalrj regiment of Montesa, which had 
reo^ved orders to join General Blaser, had refdaed to obey 
their ohie&, and had gone to join the oamp of the insurgents. 
It seems that the ministry immediately took their deter- 
mination, and having assembled in the State department, re- 
solved that no pretext should be a&brded, on Aeir part at 
least, for a civil war. At half-past twelve they were received 
by her majesty, and gave in their resignation, which the 
queen, willingly or otherwise, had no choice but to accept. 
No sooner had this news cu-eulated, i^ich was with Uie 
quickness of an electric shook, than a kind of lourde agitation 
was visible throughout Madrid. Groups oolleoted in the 
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Pa«rUdet8ol MudintheinenMiililepKrtsof the dtf. There 
Memed & general ezpe«Utioii ot some ononul ooonrrenoe. 
Printed patera b^&n to be eironlated, and crowds oolleeted 
ronnd the rendere of Uieee inflammable productions. Still 
no one seemed to fear any outbreak amongst the people. It 
was rather supposed that the resignation of the ministrj 
wonld ^re soffioient satisfaction, and that every thing would 
pass off quietly. Still those " faojaa volantes" (flying leaves) 
were dispersed abroad ; each caf£ had its orator, each group 
its tribune, and it speared to me very evident that a stonn 
was brewing in the atmosphere. 

In a few boors it was known that the qneen bad named 
General C6rdora president of the council, and had charged 
him to form a new cabinet. This nomination gave satis&c- 
tion to DO party. It was one of those temporising measures 
which rarely succeed, when taken in any great emergency. 
Neither his talents nor his political opinions were sufficiently 
marked to enable bim to guide the helm of state in the storm 
that was approaching. A bull-fight had been announced for 
this day — no doubt with premeditation. The plaza was 
crowded, and before the ^ectade had proceeded very far, 
some of the manoloa called for the hymn of Biego. The 
band did not venture to disobey, and the revolutionary moaia 
was played amidst shonta of applause. 

About five o'clock, M— and I went on foot towards 
tii^Flaca de Toroa, and it was evident that an unusual agi- 
tation prevailed amongst the multitudes vho were pouring 
out of the enoloBore, and gradually forming themaelves into 
groups in the Calle de AleaU and in all the principal streeto 
leading from the Puorta del SoL The Prado, however, was 
crowded as usual, even by ladies, who remained there till 
ei^t or nine o'clock. About eight o'clock, we were joined 
by M. de —— of the French embassy, who was of opinioB 
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that diere would nudoabtedlj be & jK^mlur insnmolion that 
ni^t. OccsBional cries vere now be&rd of "Tirm la Li- 
bertadl" "Vivft O'DmuwU!" and gndudl j the gronpe of 
people asamned a more formidable and threatenmg aspect. 
Papers were now ciroolated in every direction, oalliog npon 
the people to attack the honses of the miuieters and of the 
qneen-motiier, and then arose cries of " Death to San-bnis I " 
" Death to Cristma I" "Death to the foijrona/" "Death 
to Qointo I " &C Cordova, it was eud, was miftble to form a 
cabinet; as it tamed ont, was nnable to do any thing — nnable ^ 
or unwilling. There were comparatirelj few soldiers in Ma- 
drid. Between the rebels and their pnrsners, the city was 
well-nigh abandoned by the military forces. Enoo^ how- 
ever, there were to pnt down any popolar tomolt, had the 
general chosen to exert himselC Bnt whatever may have 
been his motive, it seems that he thonght it expedient imder 
the oircnmstaiices to let the ^y of the mob have an outlet 
{desaliogarse), as he expressed it. Much gratitude is dne to 
him from those npon whom this fiiry was discharged. 

As time passed on, it was evident that the mob had the 
game in their own hands. The cries of " Mnera Oristina I 
Mnera San-Lois I Mnera Qnintol Maoran los ladrtmes I " 
grew louder and louder. An immense fire was kindled in 
^nt of the general post-office, before the department of the 
president of the council. Here an infbriated orowd, coiq- 
posed of people of all ages and sexes, were endeavoring to 
penetrate into the building, by bornlng down the door. 
Within was a company (rf the civil guard, and another of the 
grenadiers of the crown. These brave men stood at their 
post, impi^lble as statues, while the bonfire steadily in- 
creased. Suddenly the door gave way with a oraah, and ^ 
yelling populace rushed in like a torrent, overpowered the 
guard, took pnmnnninn of the arms, and illuminated the bal- 
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Other gronpi dinctod ^biiimItm meanwhile lo Uta Galls 
Major, aad bnaking into the offices of the oiril gjOYtmor, 
got pnwmwigm of the anna deponted there. Bonfiree wen 
now aeen all orer the mtj, which was beeidee almost raitirolj 
illuBiiuted, aad lighted ap Boch a aea of ainiata &oe8, aa I 
ooold not have belierod were in existence in Madrid. 

In Uw Calle del Prado are aitnated the apartments of 
8an-Lnis and CoUantea. They oooupied the 6rat aad second 
floors of the faoose which forms the corner with the Calle d« 
Leon. The li^t of the bonfires at a diatanoe, showed as 
what was goii^ on there. The moh had disarmed some half- 
dosen soldiers of the mnnioipa] gnard, who atontlj exposed 
tlieir entranoe, and rashing in, dashed down tiie fonutora 
into the fire. Tables, beds, chairs, puntiugs, mirrors, came 
pouring down to feed the flames. The wardrobes of Madame 
CoUantea were emptied from the windows, and foiions-look- 
iug women, deoking themaelres in satin petticoats aad fine 
■liawla, danoed round the fire like bo man; harpies. 

Similar Scenes took place at the honse of Salamanca in 
the CdUe de Cedaceros. He was from homc-^iis wife and 
children took refuge in the oratory. A brave Englishman, 
whose name I do not know, together with G— and several 
others, resolutely defended the door of Madame Salamanca's 
bedroom, until she and her children had escaped by a back- 
door in safety. Gold and wlver plate made a royal bonfire 
here. Biohand elegant furniture was dashed into the flames; 
mingled with masterpieces of painting and sculpture, and 
all that the taste and wealth of the Spanish Moste-Cristo 
had accumulated for years. 

The same fate awaited the house of Domeneoh, minister 
of die treasury. His wife and daughters esoaped amidst the 
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iDsolting eiiee of the mob, lulf-dreeaed into tlie stroeta, and i 
the house wsa pillaged — linea, plate, fnmitore, &o., radooed I 
to aeheB. The honae of Goimt TiBta-HermOBB, now absent \ 
in pUTSoit of the insurgento, was also Backed and plundered — \ 
that of Connt Qninto pillaged from garret to cellar. The ^ 
finest paintings and tapestries fed the flames. The diamonds 
of Salamanca vanished that night The box which con- 
tained them was fonnd empty. A million of reab belonging 
to Count Vista-Hermosa, also disappeared. Even the hoose 
of his brother jras attacked^ and his mother, aged and infirm, 
with her little grand-child, escaped, through the fidelity of a 
dependent, by a back-door which led into a neighboring, gar- 
. den. The Countess of Qninto made her escape in disguise 
tkrouj^ the gallantry of one of the chiefii of .the. riot^ who 
assisted her to pass through the crowd. 

Butv the most formidable mob had rushed towards the 
palace of the queen-mother, who, warned in time, had taken 
Tefiige in her daughter's palace, round which the troops of 
the ^uriBOU had concentrated themselves, rendering it for , 
the moment an Lmpr^nahle fortress. All this time the mob ' 
had been suffered to yell, bum and destroy without opposi- ; 
tion, as if the new government was paralyzed. We had j 
allowed onrselves to be carried down by the current, without ; 
waiting to see the result of the invaeions of tJie ministerial 
habitations. When we arrived in front of Qoeen Cristina's 
palace, it presented a terrible spectacle of desolation. The 
vestibule of colored glass had been broken in pieces by 
showers of stones. The royal guard opposed a firm resist- 
ance to the mob, and for some time prevented their 6ntranc& 
This was at length forced by bands of uifuriated women, 
who, relying upon the courtesy due to their .aez, all unsexed 
as diey were, poured into the palace, driving back the gnard, 
so that when we arrived, the balconies were filled with a 
14 
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moltitade of men and women of the lowest nIniMi rirh form- 
tore wu duhed into the Bqnaro — ^mirroTB wer« flying in 
abiren on the paTement — the cortaina had been set on fire^ 
the flamea were apreading rapidlj — and the worl of destmo- 
tion waa going on amidst a choma of yells and ooiBes tnily 
appalling. 

Saddenlj a discharge of musketry was heard. There 
was one moment of silence, succeeded by cries of rage and 
terror. Don Joaqnin do la Gdndara was, I beliere, the 
officer who headed the troop which bad at lei^th marched to 
oppose the madness of the people. The mob now began to 
disperse in every direction. After a time the fire ms got 
under, and with some dlfficalty we made oar way from the 
smoking ruins, and abont three in the morning reached the 
Legation. The minister and two of his coUeaguee were in 
the ChaiKellerie, and I fonnd that a personage of a«me im- 
poFtanoe, who had escaped with difficulty and in disguise, 
was lodged in a small room adjoining mine. It is probable 

that no one slept very soundly last night in Madrid. IS 

and I passed the remtunder of the night watching from tJie 
windows, and oooauonally doting in onr arm-chairB. Hy 
guest, who was naturally in very low spirits, moodily smoked 
a oigar. For a few hours all was tolerably tranquil, and we 
began to hope, vainly, as it appeared, that the worst was ovw. 

Jul; 21 M. 

For some days it has been impossible to write. Events 
have succeeded each other so rapidly — the whole change in 
the aspect of Madrid is so sudden and extraordinary, that it 
is difficult to believe that so few days have elapsed since the 
17th. On the 18th the Oaceia, the government paper, an- 
nounoed the resignation of the ministry, and the nom- 
ination of Oeneral Cordova as preddent of the counriL 
The same Oaeeta announced the resignation of General 
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06rdon, and the nonuiiktiou of tite Dnke of BIth h prei^ 
ident of the oonncil and iniiuBter of the L&vy — Ids oollekgaes 
being Bon Luis MayttnB, a deputy, miniBter of state — Don 
Manael Cautero, a. senator, minister of the treasury — Don 
Antonio de los Bios j Rosas, minister of la Ooiernacion — 
Don Miguel Boda, minister of Fometito. At the same time, 
Oolouel Garrigo was pat at the head of all the cavalry in 
Madrid I Thns in three weeks he has seen himself in anna 
gainst the qnem'g troops, a prisoner, condemned to death as 
a traitor, pardoned, and rewarded. Ainsi va U monde in 
tlie land of the Cidt 

On the morning of the ISth oonfiiaion reigned trinmph- 
ant thron^ont the city, and it was evident that the disorders 
of the night were but a prelnde to disasters of greater im-i 
portanoe. The people forming into groups at the comers of ^ 
tiie streets, ftrmed with moskete, sabres, stones, whatever 
they oonld lay their hands upon, oonld no doubt have been 
reduced to order, had energetic measures been taken in time. 
Mounting npon the rooft of ihe honses, they discharged : 
showers of tiles and stones upon the heads of the soldiers, and i 
whenever one fell, a round of applause ensued, as if from the 
spectators at k tiieatre. 

In the Plaza Mayor the dvil guard for some time suc- 
ceeded in driving back the people, and helped by the guard 
of the Correos and others, got posseeslon of that point, 
which was an important advantage on their mde. At that 
moment Colonel Qarrigo, waving a white handkerchief as a 
flag of trace, rode through the principal streets, and for a 
few moments the firing ceased. The soldiers, profiting by 
this truce, took poesossion of several honses in the Calle de 
Freciados, and the civil guard fortified themselvee in their 
quarters. Colonel Garrigo, however, ordered the troop to 
attandoD their posiUonfi, which they did amidst the shouts 
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■ad jeen of tlie iiuiltitad& But the tmoe there ma of 

■hort duTkdon. The firing broke out again, and M , 

8 and I had some difficulty in escaping &oia the balls 

and atones which were flying in evety direction. G^airigo 
then rode down to the Plasa Mayor, and gave orders that 
the civil guard should be disarmed. Their muskets passed 
into the hands of tlie people. 

A division, commanded by G&ndara, and composed chiefly 
of artilleiy, after passing along the Frado, turned into the 
Carrera de 8an Qer6nimo, where a company of the clrU guard 
were intrenched on the balconies of the Casino. The troop 
passed on to the Calle de Atacha, where a capttun of artil- 
lery was killed, and a shower of stones, balls, tiles, and even 
furniture, fell upon the heads of the unfortunate soldiers, 
who fell wounded in every direction. At nightfiill, by 
orders of their colonel, they took refuge in the houses in that 
/treet, and the firing ceased. Is other parts of the city, the 
/mob gradually overpowered the soldiers. The goremment 
made this easy, by recalling nearly all the troops dissemina- 
l f,ed throughout Madrid to defend the neighboriiood of the 
^pdace. In the evening the whole city was illuminated. 
The people were busily employed in constmotlng barricades. 
Every one asked what the new ministry were aboat, a ques- 
tion which no one could answer. 

On the 19th the agitation had greatly increased. The 
people and the soldiers were exasperated against each other. 
Numerous barricades had risen as if by enchantment. The 
people had got possession of arms — muskets, sabres, and 
pistols, and the balconies were covered with multitudes 
armed with another formidable missile, sharp and heavy 
paving stones. 

But the most desperate state of afl'urs was in the Calle 
de Toledo, where one Fucheta, a bull-fighter, had put him- 
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eelf at tJie head of seventl faondred of tiie lowest of tbe popa- 
laoe, vho had named him their eaptain, disarmed &t carabi- 
ncere who gn&rded the gate of Toledo, and made their mj 
into the powder-magaiine, nhere they eeiced the gunpowder, 
and were now filling the nei^borhood with diemaj. 

Barricades had been fbrmed in all the avennes loading to 
the Fnerta del Sol, bo that the troops in tbe Correoa were 
actnallj hemmed in, and it was evideiit that btmger woold 
at last oblige them to snbmit. The troops, shut np in their 
quarters at San Mateo and el Boldado, were in the same pre- 
dicament The; had not tast«d food since the preceding 
day. The streets were now intransttable except on foot. 
The barricades began to asanme a formidable appearance. A 
nnmber of French reymblicains rouges were busily impart- 
ing their experiences to their fellow-demago^es. The firing 
continued in every quarter of the city; bnt especially in the 
streets of Ban OerAnimo, el Prado, the Principe, la Gnu, 
and others in that direction. Each street was oonverted 
into a separate field of battle. Balls were whistling in every 
direction, and it was an affair of some danger to pass along 
the streets. A ball passing into the Casino had struck and 
dangerously wounded the Count de la Cuba. 

At length some attempt was made to restore order. A 
Junta was held in the house of Sevillano, the banker. General 
San Miguel chosen as its president, calling itself " A Junta 
for the safety, armament, and defence of Madrid, whose 
object is to give a successful direction to the popnlar move- 
ment, to economize blood, and to save the inBtitntions 
trampled on by the most barbarous and iluheard-of tyranny." 
This popnlar Junta published a document, oaUbg upon all 
the armed citizens to cease firing, unless in case of provoca- 
tion, and upon all tbe officers to ^ve the same orders to their 
troops. 
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At the auM time » Quette Exbwrrdimuy ms insed 
infonniiig the pablie thttt the qnecn had aooepted the nag- 
tutioo of the BivM vaimBtiy, which had lasted eight-and- 
fbrtf honn, and had named prelrident of the ooondl of min- 
isters, Don Baldomero EBpartero, Duke of Victoria I General 
San Higoel being charged to fill the office of c^tun-genenl 
of Caatile, utd miimter of war ad interim. 

The memben of the Junta with San Miguel at their 
head, directed their steps the following day to the Puerta 
del Sol, the heroes of the barricsdea permitting them to pass 
solely on condition that they would carry no fbod to the 
guard in the Oata d» Chrrtos, as they were resolved to force 
these brare fellows to ct^itulate by hunger and thirsL They 
had cut the pipes, and for two days these soldiers had not 
even been refreshed by a drop of water. On entering the 
house, the Junta found the battalion of the grenadiers of the 
crown and other two companies of in&ntry worn down by 
fatigue and hunger. San Mignel going out upon the balco- 
ny, addressed the people, and aj^ealed to their generodty in 
fiiTor of these poor men, but was answered with furious 
shouts, that the soldiers should remain there till they died 
of hunger, or gave up their arms. On bearing these words, 
each soldier without uttering a complaint, resumed his posi- 
tion, and prepared to continue the combat ; but the officers, 
after some parley with the members of the Junta, resolved 
to accede to the demands of the people. The soldiers were 
disarmed, and passed out, one after the other, with sad and 
dejected oonntenauoea. The people mshed iu and took pos- 
sesBion of the anus, and the Junta prepared to celebrate ite 
Bessions in the same biulding. 

A counter- Junta was formed in the Plazuda de la Cehada 
(the barley-market), of a purely democratic character, nndei 
the auq)ices of the doughty Captain Pucheta, now the most 
powerful and important persoaage in the state. 
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As buricadea are a mode of defence hitherto unknown 
in Madrid, a nev periodical called "M MUiciano," nnder- 
t&kes to instract the people of the " Herolca Villa," as to 
irbat they are good for. 

" The barricade," it says, " is a bulwark r^sed by patriot- 
ism, to defend itself against the aggreasione of tyranny. 

" The barricade is a wall against wliicb the Banguinary 
fnry of the exeontioners of the people is broken. 

" The barricade is a majestic castle, a saperb fortress, on 
vhose towers waves the flag of liberty, of honor, and of the 
l^ws, trampled on and scorned by those who sbotild be its 
most loyal and £nn defenders. 

" The barricade is in short an impregnable rock, r^sed 
by the powerfiil hand of the people, against which are broken 
in pieces the wares of ambition, whioh boil in the breasts of 
tbe barbarons conquerors, thirsting for liberal and virtuous 
blood, because they do not respect candor, old age, or mis- 
fortune. Their object is to exterminate the freemen, whose 
- peacefol dwellings &11 under the bullets launched forth by 
their &tal cannons." 

In the IXario E^afiol we read : " The General Cortes, 
whioh will soon be convoked, has to decide the four follow- 
ing qnestious : 

"Is it expedient that the House of Bourbon should con- 
tinue ? " 

" Is it expedient that Don Pedro Y. of Braganza should 
be called to govern the constitutional Spanish throne ?" 

"Is it expedient that the Peninsula should be consti- 
tuted into a Republic, or are we to give ourselves up to 
Moutemolinf " 

" This is what the electors must determine by their votes 
in the election whioh ia going to take place, and which is 
as, or more important tl^n the re-establishment of the na- 
tional militia," 
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Heainriille it is dooided ihkt till the natioiul guard is 
established, the people aball neither kbaadon their barricades 
nor gire np their arms. Madrid Tenuiiu tlierefore for the 
preaeat in the hands of an armed mob. 

On the Slat an order was iaraed by the Junta, ordering 
the immediate organiiation of the national militia, including 
in it all the ratiieos now under arms. The most inflamma- 
tory addressee to the people ciroolate throogh the ei^. As 
a specimen of their style, I give yoa a few worda of the fol- 
lowing: 

"People! After eleven years of slavery, thou haat 
broken, with noble and daring pride, thy chuns. This tri- 
omph thon oweet to no party, not to the army, nor to the 
gold, nor to the ^rms of Uiose who so often have arrogated 
to themselves the titles of thy defenders and ehieis. This 
triumph is due to thy own strengtii, to thy patriotism, to thy 
daring, to the valor with whieh from thy fragile barricades 
thou hast overwhelmed, in a whirlwind of fire, the bayonets, 
the horses, and the cannons of thy enemies, &o., &o." 

This address terminates with, " Long live the individual 
liberties, people of brave men! Long live the nationalmililial 
Long live the constitutional Cortes ! Long live universal 
Buflrage I Long live the radical reform of the taxing sys- 
tem I" 

The people continue to strengthen the barricades. All 
the streets are torn up, and the heat, the dust, the odor of 
the heaps of refuse from the houses, the crowds of patriots 
with their muskets, which they flourish about in a manner 
equally endangering their own and their neighbors' lives, form 
a onion of sight, smells, and sounds, far from agreeable. 
The chiefs of the barricades look dark and sinister. Theif 
wives bring them their pucTiero, and they lay aside their 
muskets, or deliver them over to their foithfiil spouses, and 
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brighten np a little, iridle they hastily nrillow tite omokiiig 
Bonp. All these heroes have nunee weU known unonget the 
people. There in front of the Gorreos, stuidA Don Fer- 
nando Obr^on, where the buricade wm formed, sajs " the 
Hilieiano," "amidst a delnge of red-hot ball&" In the 
street of tlie Hv/miUad&ro " oar Taliant oonntrjman, Dim 
Naroiso Booo," proudly displays a range of handsome mus- 
kets, taken from the palace of the Doke of Osnna. 

But the district of the LavapHa presents the most patri- 
otic spectacle. There, barricades have arisen like small 
fortresses, and the manolaa are In their glory, carrying 
stoDes, mattrrases, chairs, tables, whatever first comes to 
band to strengthen " the bnlwarks of patriotism." Through 
the streets of Toledo, Captain Fnoheto, the boll-fighter, 
directs his half-sarage band, amidst the shouts and vivas of 
the populace. As ni^t comes on, the confusion and noise 
increase. The soldiers are now disarmed — the bands play 
the hymn of Biego— the city is illuminated, even the emp^ 
habitations of the ex-ministers. Tnie to their habits, the 
people begin to dance, and sing wonderM improvisations. 
*' La Donna 6 mobile " is screamed in chorus, with new words 
adapted for the oooasion, by some patriotic minstreL 

*^ MneTs Cristma 
Muen ta Ladrona, 
Viva Espirtoro," &c 

Pictaree of Espartero crown the barricades, and men 
and women are dancing and unging round them. Blind men 
have been shriekiDg all day through the streets, '' Life and 
Miracles of the Count of San-Luis 1" Sleep is impossible 
amidst the light, the noise, the heat, the ringing of bells, the 
buM of voices, the cries, the songB of liberty ! But towards 
four in the morning there is a lull, for even patriots must 
sleep for a few hours. 
14» 
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iglitor, are the popnUr beroea — the one a fine old nuui, try- 
ing to restore order and to oorb the popnUr tarj, erer 
reoeired vith ahontB and aooUmations, yet not *ble, though 
hekd of the Junta, to enforce order — at least unable to iu- 
dvoe the people to lay down their arms, or to abandon their 
barrioadee; tJie other omnipot^t in his section. Itbevident 
that he miut be gained over, and flattered into oomplianoe 
wMi the dictates of Uie Junta now Bitting in the Oorrto*. 

Meanwhile where are the ex-ministerB of the crown f 
Concerning them and their whereaboula the reports are vari- 
ous. It is known that Calderon de la Barca, Holins, Ssn- 
Lnis, Domenech, and Collantes, were in the palace when the 
tnuuU began. The day following that night of disorder, 
we made our way through the confoeioa, and went to make 
inquiries at their Tarioos hooses. That of San-Luis and 
Collantes presented nothing but a scene of desolation ; also 
that of Domenech, and no one could tell us where their 
funilies bad taken refuge. In tl^e Qisa tk Astrarenat, tbe 
residence of Molins, we heard only that tiie Marqnesa »id 
her children had esot^ed, and that the house, though threat- 
ened by the mob, bad been spared. In the Calle del Sar- 
quillo, where the minister of state lived, we found every 
thing in statu quo — the fumitore untouched, the porter at 
his post, a tall and grave individual, with a foce of unmis- 
takable honesty. We inqoired for the family. " They are 
gone," BMd the fiuiolionary. " Where have they gone to ? " 
" They gave me no Mrders," said the man. " But we are 
their friends ; yoa have seen ua in their houses. We wish to 
see them, to be <f service to tliem." "I am sorry, your 
excellency," said the manj "bat I only know there is no 
one in the house." No argoments could elicit any thing 
more finm him. We have since heard that Hiej are in tJie 
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« luKue of the aeren dumnejs," tlu AnstriaD legation ; and 
that Calderon de la Baroa himaelf has escaped from tlie 
palace, where he was hidden for three daysj to the French 
embassy. 

I went with Mr. de ^— ■ this erening to the French em- 
bassy, where it is said that abont sixty persons are ctmcealed ; 
amon^ Others, the Ynfantas hare taken refoge there. It 
presents a enrioos scene. Doors are looked and double- 
locked. We met, as we passed throng the corridors, scTeral 
ladies closely enveloped in mantillas, gliding along in the 
darkness, no donbt going to viut their captive bnsbands or 
friends. It is rumored that San-Lnis himself is concealed in 
a room opening npon the garden. His life is, no doabt, in 
danger. If he or the qneen-mother were to fall into the 
hands of the mob, no pity woold be shown them. Agunst 
Holins and Blaser there seems little feeling of hostility — 
agmost CaldercKi de la Baroa, none. 
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B^ rim*! II « mm fflkmmeli md £f»ttn>— ISs ■» CJiri 

Thi Jontk, which has taken the title of " Superior Junta of 
the Prorinoe," does k11 in ita power to keep the people in a 
good homor, for, at the preeent juncture, they are the mu- 
tera; and we may thank Hearen that it ie a Spanish and not a 
French moh which now gorerns inMadrid. The Jnnta de- 
ciees an order, " immortalising the great deeds which hare 
saved liberty and pablie morality." It oonoedeB a grade to 
all tfie officers who, ahme or with troops, hare adheied spon- 
taneoualy to the pc^mlar moremest (that is, to all who hare 
rerolted) ; the dedTiction of two years' serrioe to the soldiers 
who bare done the same, and offetB to recommend to the 
government all thorn who, in the civil and military brandies 
of the administration, have aided the popular cause, on the 
three days— tbe 17th, 18th, and 19th. They suppresa the 
piovincial council and the municipal guard, and all the nxin- 
isterial offices. They decree that the gweral direction of the 
treasure and the deposits and payments belonging to the 
State, shall pass their funds to the Spanish bank of San Fe^ 
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nando, and put them at die dispoml of the Juntft. Tkey 
i^so snpprees &a royal council. They reroke the §entence 
of banishment imposed on Son Enrique de Borbon, the 
'S'n&nte ; and after numy other decrees, they coBclnde by 
iasning one, to the effect that " the persons of the ex-ministers 
forming the San-Loia cabinet, aa well as that of the Gonnt 
of Qninto, ik6 ex-gOTemor of Madrid, shall be detained and 
put at the dispoBal of the Junta, to be submitted to the 
tribunal by whom they are to be judged." 

Ou the 23d I was vitneas to a horrid scene. I and sere- 
ral of the Legation had gone down early to the stroet of 
Toledo and the Barley-market, the denizens of which, under 
tbe direction of the savage Fuoheta, form at present a kind 
of independent population, ruled by their own laws, and 
Itliodly obedient to tlieir own chief. You may be sure that, 
wben oorioaity leads us to these quarters of the city, our 
dreae ia not very foppish. It was evident tbat, amidst the 
ragged groups who were swarming in the Ploaa, something 
was going on of more than usual interest. It soon appeared 
that, by orders of Fuoheta, a band of these patriots had gone 
to the Plazuela de los Mostenses, to arrest the person of Don 
Francisco Ghioo, an old man well known as having been tbe 
head of the secret police during the ministry of Narvaes and 
odiera. His seal in perfonning the duties of his office had 
made him an object of intense hatred to the lowest part of 
the population, by whom he was equally feared and dreaded. 
For muiy years he had abandoned his office, and having ao- 
oomulated some fbrtnne during tbe long period in which he 
ooonpied his difficult post, be lived witb his wife and fam- 
ily in a well-famished house, and had laid out considera- 
ble Boms in the purchase of paintings, of which he was a 
true amateur. For some time past he had been bed-ridden, 
from old age and infirmities, and was now on his*death-bed. 
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Tba BM>b niA«d ftanwlj down to the hooae of the djiag num, 
gMthering impiir)tiei m it went — fierM, bnwling mmai, 
with their imps of ofaildreo, preoodooB in wickednctK. From 
ereiy dark nook and paaaage men rashed out to join the 
band, and the oriei of " Death to Chioo ! " oTerpowered kU 
the other WnndB, whether of bells or drains or mosio, or 
■hriekhig Uind men, whioh made the air vocal wiA discord 
that day. 

ArriTed before bis house, thej sommoned the porter 
to admit them. The man impertnrbably declared that he 
had no knowledgB of where his master was. A pistol-shot, 
iriiieh laid the fiuthfiil dependant weltering in his blood, 
annotiuoed to the old polioe-officer that his time was come. 
A prieet wu pasring hj. " He is dying," said he to the 
mob ; " he has bat a few boors to live t " " Has he ooor 
fesaed ? " " He baa." " Then he is all ready I " cried the 
mob, and rashing np the atura, they borst in the door, drag- 
god the nnfbrtonate man out of bed, and, as he was unable 
to stand, th^ threw him on a mattress, and, amidst shrieks 
and ounes, jeers uid applauses, he was carried down and 
hoisted on the shoalders of his ferocious persecutors. " Pi- 
oofTO I hrOion I lUsoal I scoundrel I Ton'U put my brodier 
in die Saladero again I " " You'll hare my husband garot- 
ted/ " And a shower of stones and filth is laontdied by a 
female f nry at the head of the prisoner. Not a word escaped 
&om his'mouth. He gased at die crowd widi a stupefied air, 
but uttered no oomphuut-^io cry for merc^. Thus the horrid 
pToeeerion passed on till it reached the Plaaa de la Gebada, 
and there, amidst taunts and jeers and cries of " To hell with 
the miscreant I " tiie baU-fighter gare the signal, a shot was 
fired, and the sufferings of poor old Chico were ended. I 
bit sick and Mapefied. Was this Madrid ? — that gay, bu^, 
proeperons city, so few days since ? Were those squalid, 
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fildiy men and women, vith m&tted hur and fieroe ejes, put 
of that well-dressed, joTona population vith whom life 
seeioed but a prosperoiiB, long annimer-da; F 

Nor was this all. Numbers of the secret police had 
already suffered death without more form of trial than had 
be«i Tonohsafed to S(»i Francisoo Ciuoo ; and the mob, not 
satisfied with his deatJi, returned and murdered other mem- 
bers of his femilj. His wife and daughters were said to 
hare escaped. 

Bnt now old Gtoieral San Mignel found that it was time 
to interfere, and put a check to this popular despotism. As 
his health would not permit him to go on ibot, he was carried 
on a ohur to the Plaza de la Cebada, and a mission of some 
danger it was. But the gallant Cqttain Pucheta imposed 
silence on his followers, and the allocution of San Miguel was 
listened to with respect. He denounced the crimes of whieh 
they bod beengniltyas stains upon the glorj which they had 
acquired id the late memorable days, and demanded their 
promise that similar aBsassini^tions should henceforward be 
unknown amongst them. He was responded to by cries of 
" Viva San Miguel I " and the old hero, haTing obtuned tlte 
promise of the captain that he should no longer take "jus- 
tice " into bis own hands, was carried along amidst enthusias- 
tic cheering. 

At length a messenger has arrived from Espartero, in 
answer to the telegraphic message received by him from the 
queen, eslling him to her ud. He was certainly not happy 
iu Uie dioioe of the emissary oharged to infimu her majesty 
upon what conditions he would aooept Ae charge which she 
proposed to confer upon bJni. About eleven o'cIo<^ that 

morning Count A received a message from the palace, 

to the effect that the queeu requested the diplomatic body to 
meet there as soon as posdble. Upon arriving there, the 
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i1i|iViwitiii body. He mod the other ministani who lutd ae- 
oonpaued hia ratirad, graatlj loriwiBed at this vniuoal and 
miUMitmoiuuua treatnenL Howerer, the explaiiati<Hi irliioh 
bM beeo giren, haa fiillj aatided them. It seems (hat 
Q«aeral AUende Salanr, havii^ dananded aa imterrkw with 
kv majeatj, delirered to her a paper omitaiiiiiig the cod- 
^tknia of Eapartcro, iriiidi were of a natore graatlj mortify- 
ing and imtatiDg to the queen ; mte of them being, that she 
■faonld diwn'g* all the indindtiale of her honaehold, withoot 
exoeption. Upmi her ezpreeabg to the general her dimn- 
clination to oompl; with thia condition, it appears tl|at he 
tvoke out into a seriea of abnnve charges aguost the qneen's 
private cDBdact Utterlj astontahed and confounded, ehe 
could only&ltflr ont a fev words. "Idonot know what jo« 
mean ; I hare never been spoken to in this way." " I hare 
no donbt of it, madam," said the envoj; " it is not oflea 
that truths are told in this palaoe." As he contjnned his 
accusations of levit; of conduct, the king, who was in the 
next spartment, hearing bis roice raised in an insolent man- 
ner, walked in, and demanded how he dared to insult the 
queen. SaUtar muttered some words purporting that he 
was a plain soldier, &c. ; and the queen, bursting into tears, 
s^d, " I am too much a^tated now to give an answer. I 
shall retire and consider of it." No sooner was she alone 
than she impetuonsl; resolved to abdicate radier tiian snlmit 
to the conditbns of Eapartero or to the insolence of his 
emissary, and sent for the diplomatjo corps with the intention 
of declaring to them her resolution. It hai^»ened, however, 
that the first who arrived was the French ambassador ; and 
his representations, but espeoiall; his reminding her majesty, 
tiiat tdthough she could abdicate for herself, she could not do 
BO for her child, and that she would be undw the necessity 
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of leaving t]i« little PriDoesi in ibt huids of the new ohicA, 
prodac«d a reaetion in the mind of the queen. " Bather 
-would I be dn^ged tlmm^ the streeta I " ehe exoUimed, 
"tluui separate from my child." Gonseqnentlj, when tJie 
ministers arriTed, thej received the message which had at 
first surprised them. 

Therefore, also, was General Allende Salaiar again admit- 
ted to the royal presence, and charged with a communication 
to his chief, purporting that her majesty acceded to Iiis con- 
ditions, " returning to Baragossa," says the Qazette, " fiilly 
satisfied {altamente satis/echo) with the interview which lie 
had with her majesty." 

And now, every one awuts with impatience the next 
scene in the drama— the arrival of EBpartero, Dnfce of Vio- 
toria. Even those most opposed to him in political feeling, 
are anxious for his arrival — for the arrival of any one who 
will asanme the reins of government, and put an end to 
this extraordinary phase in Spanish annals — a country with- 
out any government at all. Every one is aware, that bat 
for the energy and pradence of Ban Miguel, no one would 
dare to lay his head upon his pillow in peace. But even the 
prestige of his name may &il — and no day passes without 
some tale of ontrage, no night closes in nitiiout scenes of dis- 
order ; and were it cot for that pure atmosphere which is the 
boast of Madrid, the present dirt and stench arising from the 
state of the etreets, would long since have engendered an 
epidemic under this fierce July sun. 

A manifesto is published by the queen, which has been 
but coldly received. It is so evidently the result of her sit- 
uation, that it excites no sympathy amongst the people. She 
throws herself on their proteotioo — she declares her complete 
adhesion to the ideas of Espartero — she praises the saorifioes 
which the people have made to recover their libsrtira, &o. 
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■fnawkile, «fad an Um fedis^ of OOtoiBdl, IWn, u2 
tk« other diiefr rf tlw i*ToU f Hat* the; Bade a remhitMa 
in bTOT of £sp«it«ro ? Little, indeed, can tbey hxn fi»«- 
•e«n tb»t thiiBiioald be theoid ofsBchab^^BBii^I Those 
UDongst the gmtdeee who deorad the Ekll of San-Lnia, did 
tfaej believe that thej vera workiiig in &Tor of E^partero 
aod the Prt^nsista party ? Bnt who in a rerolatian shall 
■aj — " Thni far ahalt thou go, and do tiirther I " Who thai 
" MWi the wind " shall not " reap the whirlwind ? " 



The jmatg Ynfante, Don Fernando de Borbon, who ao- 
eompuded his listere to the French embaasy, is dead, and it 
is said of t^hna ferer. The ambassador and hU ladj are 
full of attention and courtesy to their muuTited gaests, but 
it is a heary responsibility, this mingling of discordaiit 
elements under their rooC And every now and then, mmors 
arise, that the mob will attack the Benarente Palace, and 
will not understand or respect diplomatic rights, in searching 
for certain of the late ministers. It is also reported that the 
dismimda of the qoeen-mother are there for safe-keeping — 
Sftved from the flames by the bravery and fidelity of a Swiss 
attendant of her m^esty, who mingled with the crowd, en- 
tered the apartments of Qneen Gristina, and filling her 
s^ron nnobaerred with the precious tiaras and necklaces of 
her mistress, contrived to escape with them at the peril of 
her life. And it is rnmored that therefore the mob will at- 
tack the embassy, and will not respect the righte of nations, 
of which tbey know nothing, bat will force the ambassador 
to deliver up to them the person of the count, and the bril- 
liants of the queen-mother. 

Yesterday was Santa Cristma, and many of the barri- 
cades were hung with black, and orders were given that the 
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taky Bhonld not be illnntiiuted u naoal. Meanwhile the ob- 
ject of thiB popolftr hiitred remviis in the paUoe, tnnqml 
aod serene, u the few who hare been admitted to see her, 
testify, nneasy ibr her children, but for herself danntleas, h 
one aecostomed to the Tuiationa of popnlkr fovor. 

" Ten years ago," said Count A to na this morning, 

" I witnessed the ajTival of Qneen Gristina in Madrid, after 
the downfall of Eapartero. It is well known that whm 
forced to abdioato the regency, and to leave the country, she 
said to him those memorable words at parting : ' Adieu, 
Espartera I have loaded you with honors — I have raised 
you to the highest rank — I hare made yon every thing bnt a 
gen&mnan. Eao nace, no ae haee. That one must be bom — not 
made.' But again the wheel of fortune had revolved, and 
the royal exile was recalled. 

" The balconies were hung with rich stuffs to celebrate 
the retnm of the popular idoL Flowers were strewed be- 
neath her feet. Cries of frenzied enthosiaem greeted her 
approach. Her children, so long deprived of the guidance of 
their mother, clung to her with tears and sobs, especially the 
little queen, whose majority bad been declared by Ae Cortes, 
at the early age of thirteen. Tears of joy streamed from 
her own eyes aa the triumphal carriage in which abe was 
seated, slowly made its way amidst the devoted crowd, whose 
cries of ' Tlva Cristina I ' rent the air. Peasants from the 
different proTlnoes performed the national dancea in front of 
the palace. The grandeea of Spain crowded to welcome her, 
and when she appeared on the balcony of the palace between 
her two children, accompanied by Narvaez and a brilliant 
crowd of uniforms, one would have thonght, like Burke of ' 
another unfortunate qneen, that ' a thousand awords would 
have leaped from their scabbards to avenge even a word that 
threatened her with insult.' 
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" I nmetnbered all tlui, vlieii, kdmitted into her preMoee s 
few dajw ago, I finmd her neuly alone in an inner ^Mrtmmt 
of the palace, while the ezeorationa of the mnltitiide were 
borne towards her in j'elle that drowned all other sonnda. 
She stood at the window, calmly Bnrrejing the destmotioD 
of her palace. No team were in her eyes then — not a olottd 
npon her brow. Bhe stood serene and calm, though thinner 
and paler than before the dangerona illneea from whieh ahe 
fata hardlj reoovered. Whatever her feelinga were, ahe bad 
onuhed them back into Uie inmost recesses of her heart. 
She talhed calmly of the erente that had ooeorred, without 
anger, without bittenwes. One of her ladles spoke of the 
possibUity of her effecting her escape in disgcise. ' I will 
leare Madrid aa a qneen,' stud she, oalmly, ' or I will re- 
main there.' " 

The manifesto of the queen has in so far satisfied the 
people, that her pictore now appears on the barrioades, be- 
tween that of Espartero and O'Donnell. 

The situation of General Blaser, when the news from the 
capital reached him, mnst have been tat from agreeable I 
By despatches received yesterday it is known that he has de- 
livered ap the command of his troops to' General Rendon. 

The newspapers are filled with proclamations, whose ob- 
ject seema to be to encourage the people, and especially to 
keep them qniet, and in a good homor, till the arrival of the 
hero of Lnohana. There are manifestoes from San Mignel — 
from the Junta — addresses to the national guards — to the 
heroes of the barricades — accounts of the sympathy of the 
provinces — abase of all the late cabinets — prusea of the loyal 
DdIco, of the valiant O'Donnell, of the glorious Duke of Vic- 
toria, and generally concluding with a long string of Vivas.' 

" Viva the national sovereignty I 

" Viva the armed people I 
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** Viva iaBtmal 
" Viva Don B«ldoineTO Eipartero 
" Viva Um pfttriarcb of our libertiefl I 
" Viva the JnnU of eaGaty, armmment Mid deCcinoe I " 
To give you ui idea of the state of Madrid in ita extet^ 
usl acq>eot, 70a most know that there exist within its walla 
no leas than two hnndred and eighty-four barricades accord- 
ing to statistical eonmeration, 264 of which are considered 
fitst-claaa barrioades, each one of which forms the centre of 
«igbt, twelve, or fborteen redoubts; all these improvited 
fortifications composing a formidable ^tem of defence. 
Boards, bricks, mattresses, paTing-^tones, bags of sand, flint, 
mortar, carts, coaches, diligences and private carriages are 
the materiab employed in erecting, says the Diario eapaflol, 
" the robust pedestal of onr liberties." 

Banners and standards float from their snmmitu, and 
crowds gatlier round tliem at night, and sing the hymn of 
Kiego by tiie light of the illumination. " It is eleven years," 
exclaims the Diario, " since we have seen so animating and 
insfHring a spectacle in Madrid." 



Still expectation increases, and Espartero comes not — 
neither does O'Donnell, and still we are at the tender mercies 
of the people. O'Donnell is sud to be at Andergai, and 
travelling post towards Madrid. " Why tarry the wheels of 
his chariot ? " It is a case in which each of the champions 
is willing to eider U pas to tbe other. But here are ten 
days in which those who have made the revolution know tbe 
danger to which all peaceable citizens are exposed — in which 
the queen remains a prisoner in her own palace, defended by 
(roopa who can no longer know in what loyalty consists, sur- 
rounded by multitudes thirstiDg for the blood of her mother 
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^lepmding tor htr safety npon tiie inAiunoe of one old 
gBomi, infirm of hralth — *im1 still do one hutens to rebieT6 
ber — uid if the is Mved, ani if the streeta of Hsdiid are not 
deluged witli blood, the ntiution ia not the less critioal, aod 
tiieiT ^Mthy is not the lees bUnuble. 

Testerdkj the Junta made the foUowiog amiormoement : 
" Her majesty the queen will go out this evening at six 
o'clock, to Tisit her loyal people of Madrid ; the Junta of 
safety, armament, and defence, will aocompany the royal pei^ 
ton during her promenade, which will be guarded by the 
national guard and the army. The queen will thus go 
throu^ the Plaza de la Armtria, the Calle Mayor, the 
Fnerta del Sol, the street of AlcaU and the Frado, retom- 
ing to the palace by the Carrers de San Geronimo, and the 
Calle Mayor. This promenade of her majesty, after the 
grave oonfliot through which the people of Madrid have 
passed, will be a manifestation of the allianoe which fortu- 
nately reigns between the people and the constitutional 
throne." 

Whether the queen really intended to take this step, or 
whether it was merely annonuced with the intention of oo- 
onpying the minds of the people, I cannot say; but it ia 
certain that her majesty very wisely remained within the 
palace walls. Beeides her personal danger, it is said that 
she fears to leave the palat^e whilst the queen-mother is 
there, lest the mob should take advantage of her absence, 
and force their entry. It is now given out that she will de- 
fer her paseo, till the arrival of the heroic Duke of Victoria. 
Two companies of the national militia are now guarding the 
palace, with as many more of the re^;nlar troops, their party- 
colored dresses forming a grotesque contrast with the hand- 
some nnifonns of the soldiers. Men, women and children 
may now be seen dancing round the barrioades, which are 
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omaBottod with flowen and green bnndiM. Chiitftn uid 
mnaketa lie fa^ether, mde bj aide. Hauolu, with dieir ftima 
a-kimbo, stnit about tJie sbreeU, oocaaionally btkiiig the anas 
of Uie gallant idtieb of the barrioadee. In the Galle del GtM<- 
men, where, in peaceful times, the fair MadrilellM pus their 
momingB in che^>eiuDg silks and lacce, no bnginesB goes on 
now. At the door of a large maguine, fronting a frowning 
barricade, a shopkeeper, firatemisiiig with the militia, stood 
thJB morning, rabbing his hands and exclaimlug, " Orwiiai d 
Dioa / We are free at last ! " " And sell nothing I " said 
his uet^bor in a lower tone, and with a doleful &ce- 

And still, when night approaches, the illumination, sus- 
pended only OS one oooaaion fbr Saint Gristina's day, begins ; 
perhaps a wise precaution. The fine miiuo of the regiments 
of the garrison, escorted by an immense mob, play the pa- 
rotic turs, the hymn of Ricgo or the hymn of Luobana. 
As a popular rerolution invariably throws up the soum to 
ihe surface, it is not to be supposed that all the respectable 
portion eva of the people sympathize with these demonstra- 
tions. Many a sad &ce may be seen behind the balconies of 
many a poor boose, even in the fine old street of Toledo, 
picturesque in its destruction. Hauy a respectable matron, 
her honest eyes looking out from her mantilla, casta a glance 
of disgust at the champions of the barricades, and her wit 
OTCiateppiog her pmdenoe, makes a sarcastic remark to 
them, upon the profitable way in which they are spending 
their time. 

The little chapel of Our Lady of Solitude, in the street 
of La Paloma, near the Gate of Toledo, celebrated for the 
miraculous image, called the Yirgin of La Paloma, is crowded 
from morning till night. It is a beautiful little ahq)el,with 
one aisle adorned with Gorinthian pillars, and the image of 
Our Lady of Solitude punted on canvas above the altar- 
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At tba lomr end of the dwpel hang « miiltitnde of votive 
oSeringi. Thooj^ it is sitiuted in one of the worst puts of 
the city, I foand, on trying to nuke mj way in tiiere, a few 
dajri ago, that It waa crowded, not only by women of a lower 
elaas, but by ladies enveloped in their mantiUaa, who had 
braved Uie diffionlties of the tmpaved etreeta and the ohanoea 
of attracting the attention of Fnoheta and his band, in order 
to pray for the interoeeaioa of Our Lady of La Paloma. 

As I passed down the Caile del C&rmen this morning, 
the shops looked deaolate, and tiieir owners somewhat Ingn- 
briooa. " Carambal if this goes on," said one, " we may 
shut np oar shops. Every thing is covered with dust, and we 
have not had a customer for the last ten days." " I am glad 
of it," said a yonng damsel, with a pale face and great black 
eyes. " Yoa wished for it, and yon have got it." 

" Tu U meHsUfraiie, Fadrt MosUn ; tu lo quisiste, tii 
Uhten." (Ton pnt yourself in it, Friar Mosteu; yon 
wished for it, and now you have got it.) 

" Come along, Mariquita I " said her prudent mother. 
" Adios, Seflores I " cried the girl, heedless of her mother's 
mgOB and warnings. " This is only the beginning. Let ns 
see how you will like the end 1 " 

In tiie Plata de la Cebada, a quarrel between two Manolas 
attraoted my attention. It was a war of tongues, but threat- 
ened, as it waxed louder and louder, to end more seriously. 
A crowd had gathered round the disputants. It appeared 
that the lover of the one was in the regiment of Mon- 
tesa, which had joined the ioanrgents; the son of the other 
was one of the municipal guard. The lover had got a grade, 
and a deduction of two years' service ; the otlier had got a 
. ball in his knee, and was dismissed. Therefore the quarrel 
was personal and political The first cried the Bevolation to 
the clouds; the other anathematised it. " There lies my 
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P<^" Mtid the «lder woman, " lune for life, and i 
tta doing bis doty 1 " " For firing on the pfttriota," said the 
other. " And that good-for-nothing Juan at yoors has got 
s grade for deserting I " " For fighting for liberty 1 " 
" Caramba with jonr liberty 1 Will it give ns bread ? All 

my cnatomera gone ; — Count A and hie family off to 

Bayonne — the Oondesa de — - ■ away this momitig. They 
tooi her for Queen Crlstina, and made her get out of the 
diligence and take np her veil, and sent for half-a-dozen 
of the Nationals to look at herl Good eyes they've got." 
" Cristina" said a fierce-looking dame with a basket on her 
arm, " was sent off this morning to the hospital, to be kept 
imder look and key, and gnarded by the Nationals till Don 
Baldomero baa her tried." "Who told yon that, Mari- 
qoita ? " said a nmnber of Toicea. " I saw her myself," said 
the dame, " in a oarrisge, with all the windows shut and the 
blinds down, and an escort of eoldiers guarding it" "Ga/" 
said the washerwoman. " It was no more Queen Cristina 
than it was me. Catch her foiling into the hands of these 
piearos I " " Cdllate, hruja I " (Hold yonr tongue, witch I) 
" Come, Cfirmen," said the same prudent old woman who had 
tried to silence her daughter, a few minutes before, coming 
up with that black-eyed damsel; "come and let us see 
Pepe;" and at the remembrance of her son, the anger of poor 
Oirmen was quenohed in tears, and she suffered herself to be 
drawn from amidst the storm of tongues, and led unresist- 
ingly away. But I must do her adrersary the Justice to say, 
that no sooner had she seen this gush of tears, than all her 
fdry at the municipal soldier and his mother vanished and 
melted away ; and seizing a bottle of orgeat which was keqi- 
ing cool beneath the shadow of her booth, to wet the throats 
of thirsty patriots, she ran after her, and with many soothing 
words, thrast upon her the bottle of cooling drink for " poor 
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Papto" (el pobranto de P^ito), wfaidi let ike llbtioBalB, 
Buoj of wboia had no doubt good he»rto trfiting under tlieir 
partj-oolored jmoketa, gnvelf *{)^«ided. 

" Oq the 20tii cpf Jnlf, uid before reoOTing the q>peal 
of the qneeo, the Dake of TictorU, responding 'to the inri- 
tation of the rerolationuj Jimtft fonned at Suagoan, had 
entered that oitjr, where he had been reeared with immetMe 
Kpplxaee, popular acotainatione, and mititar; aerouulea. 
Upon the return of Oeneral Salazar bran hia mi«ou to the 
qoeen, it waa pablished in all the jonmals of the capital, tii&t 
the hero of Lnchana woold immediately direct his mareh to- 
wardfl &e capital It ia now aaaerted that to-morrov he will 
poaitirelj make hie entry into Uadrid, accompanied by Don 
Leopold O'Donnell, the hero of Loocna. Patriota are wax- 
ing impatient The Jnnta, like an orcheatfa, striying to 
allay the popular excitement, while the actors are tardily 
arraying themselvee behind the scenes, — by playing thdir 
&vorite airs, blowing themselTCS oot of breath, tearing 
away at their riolins, and trying to drown the clamor and 
stamping of the feet, are well-nigh at the end of their re- 
Bonroee ; and if the curtain does not draw np speedily, we 
shall hare one oniverHd nproar, which even the fine old 
director himself, Don Eraristo, with uplifted arm, guiding the 
movement of French horn and violin, will not be able to 
avert. 

80th. 

The onrtain has drawn ap I and, amidst hand clapping, 
loud hnzzaing, and vociferous vivas I Don Baldomero has 
mode his bow ie the audience. Yesterday morning the street 
of Alcal& was crowded, almost since day-break. The Junta, 
headed by its president, had gone out as far as the Vrniiadd 
£tpiritu Santo to meet Espartero le Desiri. The president 
direoted a discourse to the hero, in the name of the people, 
and received the following reply : — 
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"MadriUfioa: Toa liare Oklled me to strengihaD for erer 
tiia liberties of the ooimtiy. Here yon have me {aqui ma 
teniit)., uid if Kaj one of the enemies of our moflt holy liberty 
tries to tear it from na, with the sword of Luohana I will put 
myself at yonr he«d, at the head of all the Spaniards, and I 
will teach yon the way to jjory." 

Hereupon the chief alcalde oongratolated the doke in 
the name of the Ajnntuniento and of tlie national militia, to 
wbiob he replied nearly in the same words. 

After many hours of fimitlesa expectation, the shonts of 
the people, assembled in the Galle de Alcala, announced that 
the procession was in sight, and soon after might be descried 
an open carnage, in which stood a figure wit& its hand on the 
region of its heart, bowing in aokuowledgment of the pro- 
longed vivaa. And now we coold more plainly distinguish 
the figure, though not the features of the hero of Lnobana, 
bnt the hero of Lncena was not with him. Several officers 
rode beude the carriage, and a company of unwashed pa- 
triots, the defenders of the barricades, followed with tumul- 
taons cries ; thronging round the carriage, impeding the pro- 
gress of the horses, and shouting " Viva la Libertad I Yiva 
Espartero I " Espartero opened his paternal arms, as if he 
would gladly have taken the whole population to his heart in 
one embrace; as if he wished, like Nero, that they had but 
one head, not that he might, like that ancient tyrant, lop it 
off at one blow, but that he might lay his outstretched hand 
upon it, and bless it for the thoughts it had conceived and 
the deeds that it had done. Mingled in amicable confusion, 
were the companies of the national militia and of the army, 
marching in time and out of time to the musio of the hymn 
of Riego. Scarcely a boose that did not display a rich 
haDging on its balcony — scarcely a throat that was not hoarse 
with shouting. 
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Slowly tbo trinmplul elutriot pMoed on, OBTsloped in 
doudi of dust, through the streets of Alcal& (r&-)Mf)tiaed 
gteeet of the Duke of Tietoiia), down the Galle Msjor, 
■lowly from the press of tho multitnde and from the state of 
the streets, and at length mtered the «oart-;ard of the 
palace, uid Espartero monnted the grand staircase whioli 
eleren years ago he had so hastily descended, and was re- 
ceived by the sovereign who, sore besot, had called him to 
re-establish order. What both felt at that moment, we may 
nerer know. What the qneen-mother and ex-regent felt, 
shut np in her distant apartments, who can say ? The vitut 
was short. In a few mtnntes Ef^artero again descended tLe 
staircase and entered his carriage, and the qneen appeared 
on the balcony, with the king and little princess, and sainted 
the people ; and a few &int cries of " Tiva la Reina Gon- 
stitncioual ] " were mingled with the vivaa to liberty and 
Espartero. 

The carriage continued its route to the house preptved 
for the reception of the popnlar hero, the Casa de Mathieu, 
in the street of Espoi y Mina, which he entered under a 
canopy of waving flags and flying colors, and there, aAer a few 
words to the populace, he saluted them, and retired to repose 
from his fatigues. 

But now it was mmored that the valiant G-eneral O'Don- 
nell would arrive in the evening train, and the members of 
the Junta and Ayuntamiento, headed by General San Miguel, 
repaired to the landing<place to receive and welcome the 
prime mover of the Bevolution. He, in his turn, was con- 
ducted in triumph to the house of Espartero, and in a 
little while the two heroes of Luchana and Luoena appeared 
together on the balcony, locked in a fast embrace, typifying 
the fusion of the Moderado and Progresista party, Lucena, 
in a phjaioal point of view, towering above Luchcma. How 
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eordikl ma the embrMe, let Ihoee judge who know their ui- 
teoedente. Bat the pei^le comprahend onlj whftt the; see, 
and pitriote and I^ktionals rent the ur with one nmaltaneooB 
ehoat in honor of O'Donnell, Espartero, and Liberty. 

This morning the men of the b&nrioadee defiled in jwe* 
Mnee of the Snke of Viotoria, and felicitated him npon hii 
return. The rxriety of their ooBtnmea, banners, and amui, 
presented a groteeqaa bnt trofficiently formidable appearance. 
As for the new cabinet, it was formed with tolerable promp- 
titude, nnder the anspioes of the new preudent of the oonncil. 
Oeoeral O'Donnell, in spite of the ardent desire which he 
manifested to retire into the shades of private life, " onwil- 
Unglj accepted the post of minister of war and the rank of 
captain-general." Gollado, a rich ca[dtalist, was made minis- 
ter of the tressor; ; Lajan, minister of Fmnenio ; General 
AUende Salazar, minister of the navy. It is to be presumed 
that the inclinatdons of the queen vere not particularly con- 
snlted in this last appointment. Don •Toaquin Pacbeco was 
named minister of state; Seilor Santa Cruz, like CoUado and 
Kiujan, hitherto unknown to fame, minister of La Qobtrna- 
don ; and Don JobC Alonso, minister of grace and justice. 

What, meuLwhile, has become of the members of the 
San-Lnis cabinet? a question constantly asked, but as yet 
not satisEaotorily answered. San-Luis is reported to be still 
in close confinement in the French embassy. Domenech is 
said to be concealed in the innei most recesses of the palace, 
receiving refreshments from the royal table, throngh the at- 
tention of bis royal mistress. No one seems to bare asc«r- 
tained the whereabouts of Coltautes- Sometimes it is re- 
ported that he is taken, at others, that he is concealed in the 
house of an ancient friend ; for here, at least, fallen ministers 
bare firm friends, who wonld risk their lires to save them, 
and fiuthfbl servants, who would die Booncr than betray 
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■helter at Ui« Portngnese L^ation. SaUroanca has caoq>ed 
in the dugniae of an Affttador. Molina is ooseealed in a 
friend's honae, and liia Cunily liave returned to oeoupy their 
apartments in the Cfua d4 Aatrarenaa. Oalderon de la 
Baroa is still, according to some, concealed in the Freodi 
embaeay; according to othen, ia with his &milj in the 
" honae of the aerenebinmeya." The editor of tlie " Herald " 
is reported to have taken refoge in the English Legation. 
The two eldest daoghters of Qneen Cristina have passed tiie 
gates in safety, disgoised as peasantrgirla, and have taken the 
ronte to Portugal, under the care of a tmstj friend. The 
youngest is to be conyeyed, under the care of anoUier friend 
of the queen-mother, to Bayonne. 

" It ia a positive &ct," said Mrs. , an English lady, 

at a tevparty this evening at the Countess Q—- ■■■ 'b, " that 
all pnblie men in Spain should learn gymnastlos." The tea- 
party, with the exception of this lady, and a certain celebra- 
ted marquesa, who told us she had come through the Prado, 
taking the arm of one of the chie& of tlie barricades, was 
entirely composed of men. " Kot a man of any note," con- 
tinued the lady, " who at one time or another lias not had to 
escape at the risk of his life, olimbiDg over roo&, coming 
down chimneys, and performing feate wortiiy of QrlmaldL 
Ooncha waa at one time concealed for weeks in the French 
embassy behind a heap of wood, and, as I have been credibly 
informed, bis escape was miraculous. Salamanca, with troops 
watching for htm on the street below, clambered over the 
roofs like a cat, and owed his preserration to tiis wonderful 

facility in climbing." " General ," added the marquesa, 

" was hidden for weeks at the Duke of 's, and it was a 

regular game of hide-and-seek with him and his pursuen. 
Sometimes crouching in tlie oellar, at otliers in the ooal- 
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house, or half enffooated in s sofa-bed. At least tirentj 
times all the apartments were searched, and when at last the 
hoase was filled ifith soldiers, and it was erideot that his 
hiding-place mnst be discovered, he leaped from the balcony 
into the garden, bid himself all night in a loft over the 
stable, cbanged clotbes with tbe ooacbman, drove the dnchesa 
next evening to the opera, and when it was over, and her 
oarriage was called for, the coachman was missing, and it 
ms at least three months before the maimer in which Gen- 
eral bad escaped, was discovered." " Tberefore," said 

Mrs. , " it's a positive disadvantage for pnblio men here 

not to be accustomed td climbing. Imagine," said abe, 
lowering her voice, " what I saw tbis evening t I went to 
the Austrian Legation, to make inquiries after the Calde- 
rons, who are staying there, and, entrt iwua, I ratber think 
(he minister is there also. Well, I observed in the garden 
R ladder placed against tbe wall which separates the Banish 
minister's garden firom the Anstrian, and I am convinced 
that this ladder is intended to be used by him, in case the 
mob take it into their beads to search the Legations, which 
has been threatened half-a-dozen times. Now, he probably 
never climbed in bis life, or tried to make his escape before. 
Tbe a(aisec|nence is, that be may break his neck. As I said 
before, tbe yonng men here ought (o have a peculiar physical 
edncatim, lo prepare them for these emergencie&" 
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niCbMM «• TVnUi— QjKMt C 

Cirm—Etpanm> imd CfDomuia—Iienht qf Ot XfKeiation—Tke Clabt — 
Dtpaitm qf Criiiina — i^THbr Ditaalait — Etcapt of tht Sim-Luit 
ItimMry—Cnilina't Paiaca—EipaHeni, (TDoimdl, Baa Migutl, and Rat 
da Oboe — A LetUr Jhm My Ou^ — CianxUr of the Spaiuh — Adieu to 
Madrid. 

The new cabinet is by no meuis upon a bed of rOBes. Tbe 
aovereiga people have been masters too long, to eabmit eaail; 
to anj le^timate authority. Each province has ite Jimia, 
which the people consider catirelj soperior in authority to 
the central gorernment In Madrid the people have been 
persuaded, though with some difficulty, to destroy tbe barri- 
cades, and the intrsnsitable condition of tbe streets at this 
moment of tran^tion, may be imagined. 

With regard to the Provincial Juntas, the government 
have taken a kind of mezzo-iermine. An exposition is 
drawn up, addressed to the queen, and signed by the new 
ministers, in which after stating that the Juntas cannot con- 
tinue to govern, they add that " they may yet do great sei> 
vice to the ezecntive power, as well as to the nation." "We 
wish them," adds this rather embarrassed document, " not to 
trammel the executive, but to subaiat by its side, enlighten- 
ing it by its counsels, until the Cortes is convoked, which 
will be in a very short space of time." Then follow the 
articles decreed by tbe cabinet — purporting that all the 
Juntas throughout Spun are to oontinne with the name and 
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ciiftnoter ot Jtrntas conmltiTe and ftnxjliar; to the oentnl 
goremment, and to tlie prorinoial aathorities, to be oon- 
ealted by them whenerer they find it expedient, especiallj in 
regard to the fonnation of the electoral lista." 

AHfiMlU. 

To^f appears an interminable list of changes in the 
Tarions departments, especially in Uiat of war. Colonel 
EcfaagQe, Generals Messina, Bos de Olano, Serrano, In&nte, 
Zavala, and others who have assisted in the rerolntion, are, 
of coarse, amongst die first who receive new military bonora. 
A list is ordered to be made out of all those who have dis- 
tingoished themselves in the bariicades, that they may re- 
ceive " the just reward of their services I " General Feinela 
is recalled from his poet of Governor of Cuba. General 
Ooucha is named in bis stead. 

The extraordinary influx of beggars in Hadrid, is a new 
feature in the present situation of affairs. Ragged, hungry, 
and threatening in tbeir aspect, they have poured in &oin 
all the Burrounding cities and villages, and demand alms in a 
tone which would almost indicate that Uiey have some strong 
argument at hand with wbioh to back their request They 
Bwarm especially in the street of Toledo, and there as well 
as in many other parts of the city, it is now by no means 
safe to go unarmed after a oertiun hour. 

The great and most presung difficulty, the question 
which Hie government is now more especially called upon to 
resolve — more pressing even than the formation of a new con- 
stitution, than the convocation of the Cortes ConsHtuyeniet, 
is that which refers to the queen-mother. Demands, couched 
in threatening language, arc made to the cabinet, on the part 
of the people, instigated by their revolutionary leaders, that 
until the tribunal destined to judge her majesty shall have 
15* 
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»•*, dM dull b* eottined in tbe Aloukr of Segovia, in Sani^ 
gOMi, or in mim sbw^old in Madrid, where she diall be 
goarded bj the [wtriote. No doubt the gorenunent would 
feel relieved oonld this qnestion be mlTod for them, by the 
TolnntMy eaoape of the queen-mother, bat if ereii this were 
poadble, nothing, it is s»id, will indnoe her to attempt it. 
Her ebildren are in safety, and she awaita her fiite with 
ralmnneii 

To the popular clamors, Eapivtero has responded with 
the aaeoranoe that " Dofla Marta Gristina de Borbon, shall 
not leave the city, neiikM" by day, wrr by ntght, nor fur- 
tiv^." But the people are enepioions, and all the avenues 
to the palace are striotly watched, and every eoaoh, and dil- 
igenoe, and eart — nay, every horseman, and foat-paBsen|;er, 
male or female, who goes through tiie gates, is subjected to a 
close examination, in case either the queen or one of the ez- 
ministeTB should attempt to escape in disguise. And if any 
one were discovered, there is Uttle doubt that those most 
obnozioos would meet with such justice as was shown to the 
members of the secret police; and at the very least, as 
daily examples prove, the offender mounted upon an ass, 
exposed under a burning sun to Uie insolts of the rabble, 
would be oondacted before the " consoltive and auxiliary 
Junta," and by thwa delivered over to the executive power ; 
and if tiie government did not deal justice upon those 
whom the people have been taught to regard as their enemies, 
their days would be numbered; for the pei^le are still mas- 
'ters; and thongh now there is a strong military force in 
Madrid, the soldiers have seen too recently the result of 
doing their duty by opposing that many-headed sovereign, to 
venture upon it unadvisedly. 

Therefore while the situation of Queen CrisUna and tt 
the ex-ministers is eritioal, that of tbe new gOTemmeat is 
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no leas M. An cratntg« npon th« person of the queen's 
mother would be * itun apon them fbr life, while her de- 
parture in safety ma; cost them tlieir offices, at the rerj 
least 

And therefore, the heroes of Lncliana and Lnoena sit 
moodily in council, and know not what oonrse to pnrane. 
Ef^iartero, it is said, takes occaraonally to his bed, perhaps 
taking counsel of his pillow. Bat their word is given — 
neiihsr by night, nor by day, nor by stealth, is the rojat 
lady to be permitted to escape ; and worse than all, neither 
hj night, nor by day, nor fnTtively, will she attempt it 
And in tmth, were she even to consider such an attempt as 
compatible witiL her dignity, it wonid be one fraught with 
danger. To the lowest of the people her features are famil- 
iar; those eyes which many tears shed in secret have not 
yet dimmed, those dimples, that smile which in happier days 
poets have sung, and painters have never sncceeded in repre- 
BODtisg, — every lineament of her once-loved fiwe is as woU 
known to each patriot now thirsting for her destmotion, as 
the featnres of his own mother. 

But some measure most be taken, and that promptly. 
Some choice of evils must be made. The qaeen will not 
leave her palace while her mother is there, and while her 
absence might expose her to danger ; and the qneen's health 
is said to suffer frum this long confinement, this monotony 
of anxiety and agitation. The health of the princess also is 
supposed to soSer from want of ur and exercise, bat her 
majesty will not permit her to leave her presence ; not an 
nnnatural decision in the actual ctrcumstanoes. 

The Union CltA, a political society sdf-formed, and 
calling itself the auxiliary of the Junta, agitates the most 
important questions, and especially occupies itaelf with that 
relating to the queen-mother. From its stormy centre 
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iames ka expontion direoted to the Duke of Yictori«, de- 
miiwiing that jnatice ehall be done npoo the person of DoB» 
Hu^a Cristiu de Borbon, and decl&ring that the gOTent- 
ment which ahall &cilitate the departure or flight of that 
Udy, will be " the fint traitor, the first who will throw a 
handful of mire npon the ^lendid standard hoisted in Maa- 
casares and Saragossa." This docoinent of oonsiderable 
length has a mnltitnde of patriotic ugnatures, and is widely 
oiroulated throvghont the city. 



Some daja ago, importuit af^rs called mj Mend 

M to Barcelona. By a letter received &om him this 

morning, though vety guarded in its expressions, it would 
seem that all the plagues of Egypt had Mien npon Catalonia. 
The captain-general, La Bocha, after his constant aasur- 
auoee of the " unalterable tranquillity " of the province, had 
himself headed the popular movement, bnt as might natural- 
ly be expected, inspired little confidence in the people. 

To solve the social problem, the workmen of Barcelona dis- 
oorered that the Aoitest method was to loose the Oordianknot, 
by settbg fire to the manufactories. All machines which 
by facilitalbg labor diminided the necessity of employing 
more than a certtun number of hands, were burnt. Some of 
the ringleaders were shot, but not before several of their 
employers had &llen victims to the popular fury. An alarm 
of cholera was spread ; and in the midst of all these occur- 
rences. General Manuel Concha, Slarqnis of Ihiero, having 
arrived from the Caniu^ Islands, where he had been sent by 
orders of Uie San-Luis cabinet, was elected captain-genial 
in the place of La Bocha, who no doubt fell nnpitied by any 
party. 

But Don Manuel de la Concha soon discovered that ho 
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was nneqnal to ibe utastion. He fbond himself ao objeet 
of mu^ioion to the people ; the troopa nnder his command 
were andioeiplined and insabordinate, and haring ordered all 
the forces diapereed thronghont Catalonia to concentrate 
themB^Tee in the capital, it «as mmored that he intended 
to ^Te a coup tfitat, and to propose himself as dictator, in 
opposition to Espartero and O'DonneU. In the midst of all 
these disorders — a rehellions army, fierce workmen, the cessa- 
tion of all trade, and a population compared to which those 
of Madrid are as lambs led to the slaoghter, the new OoTCr- 
noT of Catalonia probably r^rets his traoqoil life in the 
Canary Isluida 

To-day the following paragraph appears in the Clamor 
Publico. 

"MOOKS ON THE COAST. 

" Yesterday it seems that Doi^a Maria Cristina was to 
have taken her departure for a foreign country ; bnt suspended 
her jonrney is consequence of having observed that the 
avenues of the palace leading to the Cam^ del Mora were 
watched by a considerable number of armed peasants, who, 
without doubt, would be happy to take leave of the Mother 
of the Spaniards. Last night a group of from 60 to 80 
men stopped and searched, near the Hosptcto, all the coaches 
which had taken the direction of the road to France ; others 
traversed the neighborhood of the Pradera de Quardias ; 
whilst other groups kept watch in different directions." 

It is oharaoteristio of the state of the times, that we 
find in the same journal, that 3e!ior Giiel, a Sahanero, mar- 
ried to the Ynfanta Josefa, is named President of the popu- 
lar Junta in Talladolid ! 



D,™),prib,Google 



Bui DotLing now oocupiea the attention of aX least tho 
feminine portion of the inhabitants of Uadrid more, Utan the 
necesAttj under which the queen finds herself of '''"~'nr'"g 
her whole household, and anpplTing tlteir plaoes with pei- 
■ons ehoaen hj her guardiant. From the miatreaa of the 
robee down to the Bmalleet sonllion, there is to be what M - ■ 
would call a " clean sweep " of the whole tervidtanire. 
Neither long semces, nor personal attaohment, nor any 
qualities whatsoevw will find grace in the eyes of these new 
mastera Even the head cook, first officer of the mou^ to 
her mj^eetj, undiqinted sovereign of the cnlinary depart- 
ment since tbe days of her rojal fethei, must reugn his 
BC^tre into the hands of a stranger, a new " Minister of the 
Interior." The dismissal of old and faithful serrants, who 
cannot influence the qaeen in political matters, oertwnly 
seems a wanton exercise of power j but patriots mnst be 
rewarded, and there are not pensions and plaoes enough in 
all Spain to satisfy a third part of the ^plicants. 

Nothing is spoken of this morning but the scenes which 
took place in the palace, when the queen took leave of her 
ladies and gentUhomires ; of the tears that were shed on all 
sides ; and it is even rumored that her majesty had the 
courage to say in a lond voice, " I hope to see you all again 
in lumpier days." The places of the dismissed ladies and 
grandees are to be filled by t^ose who belonged to the oppo- 
ution party in the Senate. 

Nearly the whole Spanish diplomates are also changed. 
The Gaiette of to-day ^ves the following nominations : 

Sefior Gonsalei is named minister to London — Oldiaga, 
to Paris — Men, to Tienna — Bios Bosas, to Lisbon — Qeneral . 
In&nte, to Borne — Gonsales Bravo, to Oonstantinople— Pas- 
tor Dias, to Turin. 
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'^ When," ezelaiined the Clamor PibKeo — ^"when ia the 
qa«8tioii of giving offioes to be ended, and when is that of re- 
form to begin ? " 

The qneen haring sect for General San Mignel to ez- 
prcM her gratitude to ium for the services he had rendered 
to her dniing the days of the barricades, asked him vhat re- 
ward she could bestow upon him. " Madame," said the old 
general, " the greatest reward jonr majesty could gire me, 
■would be wn abrazo." " Willingly," said the queen, and 
snitiDg the deed to the word, she gave a hearty embrace to 
tlie old man, who retired from the audience probably more 
" fully satisfied " than General Allende SaUzar when he re- 
tnmed to give ao acooimt of his mission to his commander. 
It is said that the gallant Captain Pocheta is now entirely 
on the side of the queen, and is losing his popularity with 
bis own party in consequence. 

Anirut lOtb. 

I'he minister of war has named his loyal friend Qeneral 
Domingo Dalce, Captain-general of Catalonia, in the room of 
Qeneral Manuel Concha. 

SeBor Mon has declined the nomination of minister to 
Tienna. 

It is announced that on Sunday next, a patriotic _^mcto» 
will take place in the Circo, under the auspices of the 
Countess of Lncena (wife of O'Donnell), of the Countess of 
Campo Alange, of the SeSora Dulce, of the mother of General 
Serrano, and other patriotic ladies, at which will be sung 
various patriotic hymns, and at which will he represented 
amongst other pieces, " A Hero of the Barricades." 

The Jesuits have been expelled trom Yalkdolid and 
Burgos. 

SeSor Moltinedo, director of the gas company in Madrid, 
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dftoluM in the name of Uiat body, that the inflnenoe kttri- 
boted to Doa» Maria Cristina de Borfoon in that enterprise 
is false, and ^t neither she nor any one representing her, 
has ever had a nngle share in the gas company. Pity that 
it is not for the interest of other public associations to re- 
fute in the aame way all the other accusations against her 
majeety t 



Diaordera oontinne in the prorinces ; disorders in Madrid. 
The Prado prraenta itself under a totally new aspect ; equally 
crowded, but ^parently by a different population. The 
open carriages are filled by orer-dreased women, bat the 
elegant equipages of the aristocracy are absent. Every now 
and then, in a hired berlina, passing through the least fre- 
quented streets, may be seen some well-known face, envel- 
oped in a mantilla, cTidently anxious to preserve its incog- 
nito. Every diligence is crowded with fiimilies of distinction 
hurrying from the capital Nothing is talked of but politics 
— the changes in the various departments — the elections — ■ 
the reunion of the Cortes Constiiuyentes — the position of 
the qneen-mother — the news from the provinces. 

Vbefuncurn at the Girco took place as announced. The 
patriotic hymns were interrupted by vivas from the moel 
faunultuoua audience perhaps ever seen in a Spanish theatre. 
The " Hero of the Barricades " was received with enthu- 
siasm, although Usl«ned to with as little attention as it de- 
served. Long before it was ended, the audience broke out 
in shouts and groans — " Death to the Tyrants ! " " Death to 
the Coneordato ! " Death to Religion ! " This last seemed 
rather to shock the occupants of the boxes, and the ladies 
began hurriedly to put on their cloaks and shawls, and to 
hasten from the theatre, fearing some more energetic demon- 
strations of independence on the part of the patriots. 
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Amidst die crowd that now figore in pnblio a&irB, 
whether of new nunes, or of namee which the wheel of fbrtime 
has again brooght into notice, aod who hare returned white- 
washed and " as good aa new," there are in feet bnt two 
"which fix the general attention — Espartero and O'DonueU. 
The few who, taking no part in political a&irs, may be snppoaed 
to jadge with a certain degree of impartiality, angnr no good 
to Spain from their forced union. Eepartero now sixty-two, 
a brave soldier before the enemy, bat totally destitute of 
political talent, feeble in health, and indolent by his nature, 
retained few friends in any party, afrer remaining for two 
years in the r^ency. O'Donnell, daring and ambitiooB, la 
considerably younger than his coadjutor, being now in his 
forty-sixth year. But Espartero stands at present in an in- 
comparably higher position than bis colleague. He has re- 
sponded to the call of his eoTereign, to put an end to the dis- 
orders occasioned by the rerolution brought about by O'Doti- 
neU. It is true that he had already also responded to the 
invitation of the insurgents in Saragossa, but be was not 
openly at least, like O'Donnell, the prime mover of the in- 
snrrectioD. There ean be no doubt that nothing was further 
Irom the intentions of O'Donnell than to coalesce with Es- 
partero and the Progresista party; and still less did he ex- 
pect to find himself acting in a secondary position, in the 
cabinet of which his ancient enemy was the chief. 

So far the two generals have agreed in one point-— In 
distributing rewards to all who have aided or abetted in the 
last revolution. But it is evident that the Spanish cabinet 
is at the mercy of its own indecision, aa well as of the general 
state of uncertainty in which the political affairs of the ooon- 
try are plunged, and that they are blindly pursuing a sys- 
tem of reaction against all that has been done for the last 
ten years. 
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After httving ueoaed tlw last miniiten of Tiokting ihe 

imtittttioni ftod the Uwa of the mnntr;, they are foUowiog 
ID their footetepa, or nther greatlj OTeratepping than. Al- 
ready they hare snpprcaaed the connoil of state— aholuhed 
the jooriiMial ooanoila; and, uiable to decide for what con- 
■titntion the revolntioo haa been made, whether for that of 
1846 or that of 1887, they hare disoorered that it waa for 
neither, and hare oonToked the Coriei constitityenUi to 
decide the queetion ; a oortes to be oompoeed of only one 
AMembly. 

Ai for the utnation of the qoeen, her peraon is probably 
in safety ; bnt as queen, her authority is noU. Obliged to 
make ezonses to the people, to reward an insurgent general 
"for his brilliant oonduct at Vic&lraro," to dismiss the 
fHends of h«r obildfaood, her position is truly worthy of pity. 

It remains to be seen whether Espartero will now give 
evidences of the talent and decision which in his yonngei 
days he was devoid of, or whether O'Donnell, new to gor- 
emment, will be able to direct the circumstances into which 
he has brongbt himself One thing ia oertun. For tlie 
present, their only safety consists in thur union. Neither ia 
strong enovgh to govern alone, and the oonviotion of this 
&ot may keep these heterogeneoua elemente united for a 
longer period than mi^t at first be expected. Their com- 
plete iWon is evidently impossible. 



In tlie mean time the froita of the revolution, ao ha, 
have been, in Madrid, dieordera and confosion, fiirions 
olamors and excesses on the part of the press, violence and 
pretension on that (tf the clubs. In the provinces the result 
haa been anarchy in every form; properties uid persons 
daily menaced — popular seditions in Cadis — the authorities 
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nmidered at Tolen — the goods of &» eommonwMlth dis- 
(rilnited amongBt the people b; soeuliat ocmununities in 
varioni o^mt pUoee — «t Algwrirai^ the CBBtom-hoam dntiea 
a-boliflbed. 

The Dnke of Victoria has accepted tho presidency of 
tiie Union GInb. This clab demands that the oonstitution 
Bhall proclaim the soTCreigntj of the people ; it reclaims the 
soppreesion of indirect contribntions, the establishment of 
one only tax, the aboliUon of coDHoription and capital ptmish- 
mente, the reduction of the standing army, the nniTCrsal 
uming of the people, and the trial of Queen Gristina be- 
fttre the Cortes. 

A banquet was giren by the press to the two heroes. 
Various toasts were proposed by Espartero, but none to the 
health of the queen 1 The omiasi«L was afterwards repured 
by O'DonnelL 

This rerolntion of " morality and liberty " has |ff<>daoed 
sndi a uniTersal teuffie for places, and the changes are so 
anmerons, that Qm whole world goes about oongratolating 
and condoling wilb one another; and it requires a good 
memory, or ratiier it is necessary to keep a sharp eye npon 
the news of the day, to know which are the losers and which 
the winners in the game. Diplomacy, magistracy, adminis- 
tration, — all has been totally renewed ; eves the judges hare 
been replaced by others. As all preteuaionB cannot be satis- 
fied, the most inveterate amongst the democrats are lond in 
thur denimoiationB against many of the new nominations. 
Those made by Faebeco in the State department are declared 
1^ some of the Republican journals to be " worthy of Sarto- 
rins and Bravo Mnrillo." The government are dedred to 
show more "tact" in dislribnting offices, and the insolence 
of the press has increased to such an extent, that the two 
generals are beginning to consult upon the measures neoes- 
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mry tot enrbing iti exeeneB, as well as for kbolinhing Bome 
(tf the most Tiolent of th« reTolutioBaiy clubs. Bnt m long 
SB Qaoen Cristina renuuns in the palaoe, her nune will be 
mmde a pretext for riot and disorder, and it is mmored that 
some desperate step is abont to be taken by the goremment 
for having her majesty coDTOjed beyond the frontier in 
safety. 



This nonung, at seven o'doolc, (tu early riser might have 
obserred, as I did from my window in the Plau del Orients, 
a traTelling-oarrisge with fonr horses enter the palace by the 
eastern gate, and drive into the court-yard. A cnrioos per- 
son, as I was on this oocuion, pasong ixto the ooort-yard of 
the palace, mif^t have observed this carriage drawn op at ibe 
foot of the grand sturcase, and might have wondered to see, 
at this early boor, two sqaadrons of the regiment of Famesio 
in n^id march towards the royal dwelling; moreover, he 
would have noted, that these two eqaadrons were commanded 
by Colonel, now Gkneral Garrigo, by the same Qarrigo — the 
rebel, the condemned, the pardoned, the loyal, the rewarded ; 
and it would have been evident to the same carnms indi- 
vidual, that these troops were destined to escort that travel- 
ling-carriage, and that consequently that carriage was 
destined to convey to a place of safety some precious and 
even royal frei^t. And one who was within the palaoe that 
memorable moniing, which I was not, faithfully related to me 
the scenes of which he was an eye-witness at that early hour, 
and of which the dramaHi persona were royal and illns- 
triouB individuals. First on the scene was Queen Ysabel, 
who, with swollen eyes and pale countenance, had evidently 
passed a aleepless night — anxious and trembliDg—wntpped 
in a dressisg-gown, her bur in disorder. Next enters the 
royal traveller, plainly dressed. She had reoMved, only the 
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ni^t befinre, intimation that all waa in readiness for her d»- 
paxtnre, and in all probability had not closed her eyes; bnt 
she is grave and calm, and sheds no tear. There was the 
little princess, sleepy and Tendering — ^the king, in uniform, 
looking tronbled and anxioos — the Doke of Biansarw, making 
an efibrt to ^pear eompOEed, bat evidently (vU of oDeaoness. 
The generals, and other members of the ministry, stand there 
in foil uniform, hat in hand. Queen Gristina has kept her 
word. She will leave Madrid " like a queen." The duke 
whiapera that all is ready — Queen Gristina kisses her daugh- 
ter and the little princess and her son-in-law ; but she will 
not shed one tear before this audience. 

The queen olings convulsively to her mother— sobs as 
though her heart would break — cries out loud, hysterically, 
and fiUIs, half fiuutisg, on a sofa. The little prinoess cries 
for company; still Queen Gristina remuns composed — signs 
to the king to attend her majesty — takes advantage of the 
half unconscious state of her daughter, and leaves the room 
%vith a firm step. The Dnke of Victoria walks down the 
grand staircase by her side ; General O'Sonnell towers up 
behind. She bids them adieu in an indifferent tone — inquires, 
with a slightly saroaslic smile, for their respective ladies — is> 
handed in by the Duke of Victoria, and the Dnke of Bian- 
Bares follows — the ppBtillions crack their whips — Garrigo 
rid^ np to the side of the carriage. The escort move in 
serried ranks — Garrigo rides by the door on the ude of tJie 
queen, and looks like a man who will be faithful to hia trust. 
They have left the enclosure of the palace, and have taken 
tho route leading to Portugal, Heaven send them safe acroaa 
the frontier of Spain ! 

Bat now comes " the tug of war." How will the people 
take it ? It is probable that none of the miiusters, but 
especially neither of the two heroes, breakfasted with much 
appetite that morning; nor, indeed, had they much time, 
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far by nine o'elook the n«wi lud drooUted tliroii^ioiit Ma- 
drid. Then, indetd, did the popalu' lion gire t, Mvage roar. 
Their prey had «aoaped them— and their own leaders bad 
deoNved them — Et iu Brute f Then arose a cry for 
TWgeanoe xifoa the government; crowde gathered, frantio 
patriot* raahed along the streets, oallisg npos tiie oitiiRW 
to take np arms, and the beat of dmm annoaneed to tlie 
DatioDal guard that iko conntry was in danger. Cries of 
" Down with the goremment ! " were in some plaoes mingled 
with " Vira Espartero 1 " from those who were willing to 
believe that the popular chief had in this instance been over- 
powered by his stronger and more energetic oolleagne. Some 
mshed to the workshops of the gnnsmiths and demanded fire- 
arms ; others began to oonstmot fresh barricades, and one of 
the foreign ministers was forced to alight from his carriage, 
which was dragged away to help in the fiinnatioa of these 
ramparts. The Union Clnb, headed by Orenee, Marquis of 
Albayda, demanded the return of Queen Cristina; various 
shops were broken into, and their owners, willingly or other- 
wise, famished wine and victuals without payment, as an 
impromptu banquet, for the refreshment of the patriots. 
The moment was critical ; and had any name of sufiioient 
pmtiga appeared behind that of Espartero, hia reign and 
that of the new ministers would have terminated that day. 

Oiense, heading a commisaion from the Union Clnb, pre- 
sented himself before the Duke of Tictoria, and in answer to 
his indignant reproaches against the ministry, was invited to 
repair to the department of la Oobemacion, together with 
oommisrione from all the popular corporations of Madrid, and 
to present themselves to the council of ministers, which was 
about to be held in that department, there to manifest the 
popnlu wishes to the government. 

Aooordingly, amidst erics of " Down with the govem- 
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ment I " " Deatli to O'DanseU 1 " and eran " D«kth to Espu- 
tero 1 " MnamiauoDB prvoeeded to the Qobtmacion, from tli» 
aaxiliuy jnnta, the prorinokl depntstion, the ohieb of 
the national goard, the Aynntamiento, and eio on; and to- 
gether with Orense, who was generally gnpposed to be the 
prime mover of the tomnlt, and who headed the oommisBira 
from the Union Glab, entered the bnilding, while the impa- 
Heat erowd awaited the resnlt of the stormy confereaoe, and 
tiie whole oity reeonsded with shonts of " Death U> Oris- 
tioa 1 " " Down with the ministry I " and other exhilarating 
oriea 

High words are said to hare passed between Orense and 
O'Ponnell. Espartero endeavored to e^lain the necessity 
of the step that had been taken. O'Donnell followed np by 
a speech of more length, terminating by these memorable 
words : " Two months ago, accompanied by a handfiil of 
brave men (a handful being rather a poetical lioense, when 
speaking of the whole cavalry of Madrid), I despised my life 
(despreei^ mi vida) to redeem my country from slavery, to 
reoooqner liberty, far then from thinking that two mouths 
would suffice for ones to arise against a government in whiiA 
the Duke of Victoria and I are as strictly united as we have 
been iu the field of battle. The enterprise is accomplished; 
oome what may, it matters nothing to me. The paaeious of 
the moment may cause the services I have rendered to my 
country to bo forgotten, but history will do me justice I No 
matter what fete awaits me, if liberty is preserved. For it 
I have exposed my bead dnring two mouths ; for it I will 
expose my head again, whenever it is threatened." 

Again the two heroes appeared on the balcony, looked in 
each Other's arms. The people were addressed in terms of 
praise and persua^on. For some time the crowd remained 
moody and discontented, but at length they gradually di*- 
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paned. Tlie nstioiMl gnard took pooMarim of Mvenl pointa 
Imding to ihoM rtraets where the prinoip&l fooos of the in- 
SBireoticm had foroMd itael£ The panpets were takeia down, 
though oriw oontinDed of " Bring back Cristma I " ■' Down 
wjth all the miaisters except Espartero I " A commiaeioD, 
oonpooed of Bnceta and otheni, traversed those streete, and 
gave aamranoea to the defendera of Aese barricades that 
Eapartero bad no will hat that of the people, and that they 
mi^t put perfect reliance in hint. Gradually the barricades 
di«f^>eared, and towards eveniiig a certain d^ree of order 
had been restored throogbost the oit j. 

The address of the nuDiaters to the people, Uie compo- 
aitioo of Sailor Lnjan, contained the following p&ragn^h : 

" National Guard I People of Madrid I The govemment, 
the lorer of liberty, loyal above all, has fatthfiilly fulfilled 
its promise to the people of Madrid, that Doaa Maria Cris- 
tina thould not go away furtively, Tieither by day nor hy 
night." 

To Ibis the malecontente reply — " The gorernmenl did 
not say that Doila MarJa Cristina should not go away secretly 
neither by day nor by night," but that " DoSa Maria Gri»- 
tina should not go away neiiJter by day nor by night, nor 
tecretly," They complain bitterly of this transposition, of 
this play of words, of this witch-like Maobeth's oracle, tbus 
paltering with them in words of double meaning. If they 
had read Shakspeare, they might exclaim — 

" And be thsK jnggling Gendt no more believed, 
That palter with ns in ■ donlile seiue, 
That keep the word of promiaB to our ear. 
And break it to onr hope," 

It is, however, a clever idea on the part of Setin Lu- 
jan, the minister of Fomento, and proves him to be a man 
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Hc^while the rojBl tnreller is on her my 
to Portugal, and erery hoar that paasee hrings her nearer a 
port of safety. 

The cabinet have oondaoted thenuelvM with prndenoe 
aad energy on this oocmiod, and hare sayed Aemwlvefl ajid 
the ooontry tiom a great and lasting disgrace. And bo oon- 
olndes the first act of this political drama. 

Another sonroe of embarrassment to the new ministry 
has been removed, in tbe eEuape of all the members oompoemg 
the late cabinet, and of the ex-Goremora Qointo and Iiar«, 
each of whom has gradnally made his exit from the soene, as 
if by a trap-door, and reaiq>eared in safety on tbe frontiers 
of France. Those whose lives were in poaitdve danger, San* 
Lois, Domeneoh, Oollantes anti Qninto, most have passed 
through adventnres fraught with a deep uid tiirilUng in- 
terest ; while all, worn out as they mast be with long con- 
cealment, oonstant anxiety, and the dread of at least im- 
prisonment for an indefinite period, mnst look back npon the 
last six weeks as on a strange and troubled dream, a political 
nightmare. So sodden and unexpected a revnlsioD of for- 
tune may well try the spirits of the bravest. 

All Bed in disguise, more or less complete. Fiur hair 
was dyed black, bushy whiskers and fierce moustaches fell 
under the edge of the razor. If tbe "diable boiteuz" could 
within the last month have unroofed certain houses where 
members of the late government lay, perdus, the scholar 
might have imagined that fallen statesmen were preparing 
themselves to attend a masked ball, had it only been in the 
height of tbe carnival season ; or that they were rejuvenating 
themselves for conquest. They would hare seen San-Luis 
divesting himself of moustache and whiskers, and spearing 
with a olosely-shaved countenanoe and hair like the raven's 
wingj Calderon de la Baroa changing his gray hair to Jet 
16 
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blMk; Ht^DB Uying low hia boab; favorites, and duk 
noustaoliea; Collaotw peTforming (he nune operation; and 
all arraying themwlrefl in habiliments forming as great a 
oontraat as poedble to the brilliant nnifonns in which they 
were w<mt to meet the pvblio eye. Skange soenea have been 
enacted, half Indiorons and half lugubrious. 

Oa two different oooaeious Uie mob threatened to attack 
the French embassy, in rader to take posMssion of the person 
of San-Loia and the diamonds of the qneenrmother. The 
ambassador protested, and despatched a misdre to Faoheoo, 
threatening to demand his passports should snch an infraotion 
of diplomatic rights be carried into effect A qaarrel with 
Pranoe would not hare improved the sitoation of afiaire ; and 
a certain number of the national goatd were sent to lodge in 
the embassy, to defend it in case the pe(^le should put their 
threat in execution. We may imagine the feelings of the 
ex-president of the oonnoil while thie disousuon waa pending. 
But now the embassy is cleared of its unwonted guests. 

San-Lnis, acting the part of a valet, let us hope " for this 
time only," was jolted across the Pyreneee in the rotunda 
of a diligence. The minister of state, saved throngh the 
generouty of a French gentleman, performed the part of a 
Bordeaux wine-merchant, tnll he had crossed the Bidassoa. 
Domeneob escaped with difficulty from the palace, but I have 
not heard nnder what disguise he, Collantes, and Quinto 
evaded the eyes of the authorities. At all events, like stout 
swimmers they have reached the port. The vesBel is wrecked, 
the cargo lost, but the crew are saved. 

All the environs of the French frontier are now crowded 
with disdnguished Spanish emigrante. Some are in Bayonne, 

others at Brarritz or at St. Jean de Luz. M. de , who 

has just returned from Paris, where he was sent wiUi de- 
epatohea, tells me that he saw more well-known Spanish &oefl 
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tm Hie prinoipal street vt Bayonne, thaa are to be met widi 
novadajB on tlie Fradoj unongBt others, many of the 
ladies of the palace, the Daoheea of Gor, the fiunilies of 
M a, 8 r, && 

The fomilies of the ministera fi>lloved, soon after Qitar 
departure. The lady of the minister of the navy fonud her- 
self MoidentaUy in the some diligence with the tAinister of 
the treasnry; I, amongat others, went to take leave of the 
fiuuily of the minister of etate, and saw them off in the dili- 
gence at twelve o'clock at night. 

Madrid has completely changed its ttspeet, and without 
having the miracnlotia seven years slumber of Bip Van Win- 
kle, it would suffice that one should have &llen asleep seven 
weeks ago, and awakened this Ist of September, to find an entire 

alteration in men and thinge. My friend M has returned 

from Barcelona, esoaping ftom riota, cholera, and misery of 
every descriptioD, and we walk tbe streets together in moral- 
izing mood, or ride far away into the country, leaving Ma- 
drid dust behind ns, or rather exchanging the dust of the 
city for that of Hie country. 

We went yesterday to look at Qneen Criatina's palace, 
which presents a sorry spectacle. We stood there while the 
moon threw a mellow veil over its rained walla; and it 
segued to me that years must have elapsed since they echoed 
to the sound of dancers' feet, and to the gay muao of the 
cotillion. How many changes in a short period 1 How all 
that gay and joyoua society is scattered I Where is the 
queen-mother, who aat there smiling and gracious ? — Driven 
into exile. Where her oharming daughters, the life of that 
assemblage f — Also in exile. That little Ynfante Fernando, 
childish and nervous ? — Dead. .Bis troubles are well over. 
The Prinoo of Parma f — Stabbed. The ministerB and their 
fiuniliea ?— Fled. The Udies of the palace ?— Dismissed and 
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diipened f Wlitt bta beoome ot tbe qu«en lierself, whose 
word, bowerar gentle, wu & Uw to her cabinet F — Surroimded 
bj struige Cmmb, deprired of her early fiiends, uid forced to 
obey and even to thank those who h&ye risen in rebellion 
■gsiut her t 

"Where's Bmmmell? — Dished. Wbere's Long Pole 

WeUeslej ?— Wddled," anii M irreTcrently. " The dead 

will oertainly not retom, but those who have fled may be 
back again and in power to-morrow." 

Last week I had the honor of asnsting at a grand dinner, 
giren by the French embassy to the new cabmet. All the 
diplomates were present, always exceptmg the representatire 
of the United States. Among the first who arrived was Ee- 
partero, in whose ontward man there is oertainly little to 
attract the popular fiuioy. Divested of hb nmfonn and mnl- 
titadinoos crosses, he would appear an ordinary looking indi- 
vidnal, rather in feeble health, doToid of strength tither 
moral or physical. His manners are grave, his features in no 
way remarkable ; his hair dyed dark, and rather dosely crop- 
ped. Id conversation he is far from brilliant, and except that 
Se is himself a man of the people, one looks in vain for the 
qualities which hare made him the hero of the popular cause. 

O'Donnell, on the contrary, is a showy-lookbg man, of 
fine figure, immensely tall, his face remarkably handsome, 
thongh heavy and not particularly intelligent in its expres- 
sion. He is more fluent in conversation, with more ease of 
manner, and is altogether more brilliant than his colleague. 
Old General San Miguel has an undeniably honest counte- 
nance i his hair, whbkers, and moustaches perfectly gray ; 
strong, rugged features; a fine energetic expression; how- 
ever one may disapprove of his political principles, it is im- 
possible to doubt bis sincerity. General Ros de Olano, wiry 
and nervous, thin and restless, looks as if some internal fin 
were wearing him out. 
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The bauqaet vas long and Bcrioos, notwithstanding » 
sprinkling of agreeable women ; but their soperb jewels, and 
the nniformg and croasee of the generals and diplomates, had 
a brilliant effect Seated at the lower end of the table, 
amongat the snbaltem members of the diplomatic bod;, I 
oonld only obeerre that there was a greater flow of wine tJian 
of oonTersation, and a good deal of stiffness and embarrass- 
ment on all sides, excepting in the feminine portion of the so- 
ciety. Ef^iartero spake little, and eat less, and looked sleepy 
and sofi^ing. O'Donnell was grand and condescending. Old 
San Mignel seemed yery weU pleased to let &e ladies attend 

In the evening the addition of several guests gave more 
animation to the society. Espartero and O'Donnell took 

leave early. Conntess , a determined enemy of the new 

government, remarked, in a lend whisper as they went out, 
that they reminded her of a peacock and a bam-door fowL 

The gnest whom I mentioned as having taken refbge in 
my dreesing-room, suddenly vanished one afternoon whilst I 
was fi-om home. On my retnrn I fonnd the following note 
on my table : 

Mt dead FatBMD, 

When you read this, I hope to have passed the barrier, 
and to be some miles on the way to freedom. Accept my 
warmest thanks fbr your kindness and hospitality, and put 
me at the feet of his excellency. I hope never to have it 
in my power to render you a similar service ; in all else 
command me. 

Ton may believe I do not doubt your discretion, but it 
is better for all parties that no one but Miguel should be in 
the secret. He has brought me a disguise, in whioh I hope 
to baffle all recognition, and now awuts me with a horse, a( 
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t, oertun distanoe. If I escape, ;on vill hear from me ; if I 
tm oaptared, yon will heai of me. I do not take leave of 
Count A ■ ■> who, I regret to hear, b indisposed. It is 
needless to make him feel anxious, or to mention the matter 
to him, till the result is decided. 

I leave yon a box of Havanas to smoke to my memory, 
and a portmanteau to be forwarded to the care of onr consul 
at Bayonne, when the times grow peacefoL Comfortable as 
this little room ie, I revel in the idea of fresh air and a hard 
trot 

AdioB amigo mio t till better days. Behere in the affec- 
tion of yoor apasitmado- 

A day and night of some anxiety, and then I began to 
breathe more freely. Yesterday the foithfol Miguel ap- 
peared, and brou^t me a few hurried lines from his master, 
dated from Urdas, in Navarre, " on the French side of the 
bridge." He writes in high spirite, and promises me an ac- 
count of his adventures, when ho has eat, washed, and slept. 



The serious illness of my excellent chief, Count A , 

has entirely occupied me during the last fortnight. The 
physioians reoommend him the bath of Aix. The new secre- 
tary having arrived, the Count proposes that I should accom- 
pany him BO fer, and then make a flying visit to my father- 
land ! If this plan be carried out, I may be at Csstlo 

in a few weeks, and the remainder of my news shall be im- 
parted viva voce I 

At the present juncture I shall leave Spain without re- 
gret. Madrid looks sad and desolate — nearly all the best 
society has emigrated — the people appear gloomy and reck- 
less; yet their noble character has never come out more 
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than now. Their good qnalitiM are their own — 
tbeir &nltfl those of their leaders. In vhat city after all, 
woold fever disorders have taken place, or less innocent 
"blood bare been shed than during that interregnom vhea 
the mob had the reins of the government in their own hands ? 
How man; instances of faithful devotion, of almost cbival- 
rons disinterestedness I have heard itnd witnessed within the 
last two months ! of serrante who have risked tbeir lives to 
save th^ masters— of men and women in the extreme of 
poverty, who have spnmed bribes and even refused reward I 
To say that no robberies took place daring the late disorders 
would be to advance a fsllacj. Gold and silver, jewels and 
money, were no doubt abstracted during these scenes of riot 
and tumult ; but we most recollect that the lowest scum of 
the populace not only of Madrid but of the adjacent villages, 
were then collected together. A large portion of the people, 
properly so called, never left their houses, or took any part 
in the insurrection. The soldiers have been brave and endur- 
ing — the people, as a whole, moderate and mBgnanimous. 

So far, the government is vainly endeavoring to make its 
way through all the complications that impede its march. 
Disorders arise in one place as fast as tbey are put down in 
another. Until the reunion of the Cortes, the result of the 
elections that have taken place mnst remain problematieaL 
Parties are divided — civil war threatens the country — a 
manifesto appears from the Count of Moutemolin, and the 
Oarliab party natnraUy conceive hopes of snccess from the 
anarchy in which the oonntty is plunged. Even in Burgos, 
one of the most peaceful of cities, a slight augmentation in 
the price of bread has occasioned a popular riot. Carts 
loaded with grain for Santander were set on fire ; the houses 
of the principal merchants were borned and pillaged. The 
anthorities ordered the troops to fiie upon the people, and 
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MTorU of the rioten wen killed, and many wounded. The 
■pirit of aedition liaa spread throughout Uie ooaotrj. At 
Malaga, at Jaen, and many other cities, neither person nor 
property is rejected, and to add to all thrae erils, the 
cholera, in its worst form, is derastating the provinoM. 

Wonld the due& of the rerotntion have paused in their 
career, oonld tbey hare foreseen these resnlts? Perhaps 
not; for it is only a WashingtoD, one gnided by no per- 
sonal motiTes, who with a eool head, an unbiassed jndg' 
ment ud an honest heart, can wei^ and calonlate with 
solemn eamesbiesa the good or eril likely to accrue &om a 
step which scarcely any amount of evil can reader justifiable. 

What will be the winding up of this drama ? We have 
no prophet or seer to give the answer. The proverb says 
"Qui vivra, yerra;" hut amidst all these complications I 
fear that he who will see the end of this beginning, mnat 
live many years ; Qui verra, vivm long-tempg. 

October IBUl 

The travelling carriage is at the door. Antoino the 
oonnt's valet, and I, look to our pistols — Madrid is sleeping 
in the warm haie of the morning sunshine. The Maniauares 
has dwindled to a silver thread. Many of the foonbuns 
have dried up. The aky is blue as a vast hollow turquoise^ 
the tops of the mountains are enveloped in a warm mist. I 
salute the old palaoe and the bronie statue, and all inanimate 
familiar things upon which I have daijy looked for more 
than a year past, and so, for the space of three months, I 
bid adieu to Madrid and to my Diary. ^.H 
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